
Doc 1 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 16:20 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Lesley 
Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM CLEARANCE PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
Many thanks for clearance [redacted – personal information] 
 
We will issue the cleared line now. 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
[redacted – personal information]  
Communications for the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government (including corporate queries)  
Senior Media Manager  
Tel: [redacted – personal information] 

 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: 17 January 2025 16:14 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 



information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Lesley 
Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM CLEARANCE PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
Good afternoon,  
 
The First Minister is content to clear. 
 
Many thanks,  
 
[redacted – personal information]  
Deputy Private Secretary to the First Minister 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
M: [redacted – personal information] 
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 14:08 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Lesley 
Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot> 
Subject: FM CLEARANCE PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
FM PO 
Mr Gray PO 
 
For FM clearance 
 
Private Office, we would be extremely grateful of FM’s consideration of lines – 
agreed with DG Corporate, SPADS, Cabinet Secretariat and Active Scotland 
colleagues – to meet an approach from the Sunday Post in relation to an FOI 



response around Ministerial attendance at sporting fixtures. Their query copied in full 
for completeness below. In terms of the query, I have copied below what Mr Gray 
actually said in his statement to the Scottish Parliament on 14 November 2024  
 
Although not all events that ministers attend involve minuted meetings, summary 
notes are available and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority 
of the engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 
4.23 and 4.24 of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to 
Government business are appropriately recorded. 
 
And what Mr Gray said on the same day in response to a question from Stephen 
Kerr MSP (which is what the Sunday Post is focussing in on).  
 
It is entirely appropriate for ministers to use ministerial resources to attend ministerial 
events. As I have already set out, that is only possible, and will only be sanctioned 
by civil servants, when that is demonstrable. In all these cases, that is clear. 
What I have reflected on, and what I apologise for, is the appearance that I have 
been acting more as a fan, by not getting the balance right between attending 
Aberdeen games and attending other games. There are and will be summaries of 
the discussions that have taken place, which is in accordance with the 
ministerial code. The ministerial code does not require minutes of meetings in 
that type of format, but those summaries will be available for all the 
engagements that I have been participating in. 
 
With thanks to MPO, grateful for a view of the line.  
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
  
“Not all events that ministers attend are minuted but a summary is often available, 
where required. The Cabinet Secretary outlined the purpose of his engagements in 
his statement to Parliament on 14 November, and all documentation released 
confirms government business was undertaken.”  
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
QUERY 
 
As discussed… 
 
Neil Gray told Parliament on 14/11/24: 
“There are and will be summaries of the discussions that have taken place, which is 
in accordance with the Ministerial Code.  
“Those summaries will be available for all the engagements that I have been 
participating in.” 
 
However, this week in an FOI review (your ref: 202400444808), SG has admitted 
that no summary exists for the League Cup Final in December 2023. (My original 
FOI request referred only to three Aberdeen games at Hampden so there may be 
other cases where summaries are missing). 
 



Did Mr Gray mislead Parliament in saying he had proof that he undertook official 
business at the League Cup Final? 
Will he correct the record? 
And as it seems clear by any measure that there has been a breach of the Ministerial 
Code, will the First Minister now instigate an inquiry? 
 
(If the response is tomorrow, please could you copy in [redacted – personal 
information], Sunday Post [redacted – personal information], cc’d?) 
 
 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
Communications for the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government (including corporate queries)  
Senior Media Manager  
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  

 
  



Doc 2 
 
From: Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 13:59 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DGC CLEARANCE PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
Yes – also content. Happy too with proposed clearance through FMPO cc Mr Gray 
 
Thanks 
 
L 
 
Lesley 
 
Lesley Fraser | she/her | Director General Corporate 
Scottish Government | [redacted – personal information] 

 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 13:56 
To: DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 



information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Lesley Fraser 
<Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot> 
Subject: DGC CLEARANCE PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
Ms Fraser 
 
For clearance and views  
 
We would be very grateful of your consideration of lines – agreed with SPADS, 
Cabinet Secretariat and Active Scotland colleagues – to meet an approach from the 
Sunday Post in relation to an FOI response around Ministerial attendance at sporting 
fixtures. Their query copied in full for completeness below.  
In terms of the query, I have copied below what Mr Gray actually said in his 
statement to the Scottish Parliament on 14 November 2024  
 
Although not all events that ministers attend involve minuted meetings, summary 
notes are available and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority 
of the engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 
4.23 and 4.24 of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to 
Government business are appropriately recorded. 
 
And what Mr Gray said on the same day in response to a question from Stephen 
Kerr MSP (which is what the Sunday Post is focussing in on).  
 
It is entirely appropriate for ministers to use ministerial resources to attend ministerial 
events. As I have already set out, that is only possible, and will only be sanctioned 
by civil servants, when that is demonstrable. In all these cases, that is clear. 
What I have reflected on, and what I apologise for, is the appearance that I have 
been acting more as a fan, by not getting the balance right between attending 
Aberdeen games and attending other games. There are and will be summaries of 
the discussions that have taken place, which is in accordance with the 
ministerial code. The ministerial code does not require minutes of meetings in 
that type of format, but those summaries will be available for all the 
engagements that I have been participating in. 
 
Grateful for a view of the suggested line. Grateful also for your feedback on 
clearance and suggest we can clear with FM PO cc Mr Gray.   
 
SUGGEST 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
  
“Not all events that ministers attend are minuted but a summary is often available, 
where required. The Cabinet Secretary outlined the purpose of his engagements in 
his statement to Parliament on 14 November, and all documentation released 
confirms government business was undertaken.”  
 



 
Thanks, [redacted – personal information] 
 
QUERY 
 
As discussed… 
 
Neil Gray told Parliament on 14/11/24: 
“There are and will be summaries of the discussions that have taken place, which is 
in accordance with the Ministerial Code.  
“Those summaries will be available for all the engagements that I have been 
participating in.” 
 
However, this week in an FOI review (your ref: 202400444808), SG has admitted 
that no summary exists for the League Cup Final in December 2023. (My original 
FOI request referred only to three Aberdeen games at Hampden so there may be 
other cases where summaries are missing). 
 
Did Mr Gray mislead Parliament in saying he had proof that he undertook official 
business at the League Cup Final? 
Will he correct the record? 
And as it seems clear by any measure that there has been a breach of the Ministerial 
Code, will the First Minister now instigate an inquiry? 
 
(If the response is tomorrow, please could you copy in [redacted – personal 
information], Sunday Post [redacted – personal information], cc’d?) 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Communications for the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government (including corporate queries)  
Senior Media Manager  
Tel: [redacted – personal information] 
  
 
  



Doc 3 
 
From: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 13:46 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Lesley Fraser 
<Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
Happy 
 
 
 
Regards  
 
Colin McAllister 
0131 244 [redacted – personal information] 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 13:38 
To: Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 



information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; Lesley Fraser 
<Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot> 
Subject: SPAD VIEW PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
Colin, Ross 
 
We would be very grateful of SPAD consideration of lines – agreed with Cabinet 
Secretariat and Active Scotland colleagues – to meet an approach from [redacted – 
personal information] at the Sunday Post in relation to an FOI response around 
Ministerial attendance at sporting fixtures. His query copied in full for completeness 
below.  
In terms of the query, I have copied below what Mr Gray actually said in his 
statement to the Scottish Parliament on 14 November 2024  
 
Although not all events that ministers attend involve minuted meetings, summary 
notes are available and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority 
of the engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 
4.23 and 4.24 of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to 
Government business are appropriately recorded. 
 
And what Mr Gray said on the same day in response to a question from Stephen 
Kerr MSP (which is what the Sunday Post is focussing in on).  
 
It is entirely appropriate for ministers to use ministerial resources to attend ministerial 
events. As I have already set out, that is only possible, and will only be sanctioned 
by civil servants, when that is demonstrable. In all these cases, that is clear. 
What I have reflected on, and what I apologise for, is the appearance that I have 
been acting more as a fan, by not getting the balance right between attending 
Aberdeen games and attending other games. There are and will be summaries of 
the discussions that have taken place, which is in accordance with the 
ministerial code. The ministerial code does not require minutes of meetings in 
that type of format, but those summaries will be available for all the 
engagements that I have been participating in. 
 
Grateful for a view of the suggested line, which we will put to DG Corporate if 
content.  
 
SUGGEST 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
  
“Not all events that ministers attend are minuted but a summary is often available, 
where required. The Cabinet Secretary outlined the purpose of his engagements in 
his statement to Parliament on 14 November, and all documentation released 
confirms government business was undertaken.”  
 
 
Thanks, [redacted – personal information] 
 



QUERY 
 
As discussed… 
 
Neil Gray told Parliament on 14/11/24: 
“There are and will be summaries of the discussions that have taken place, which is 
in accordance with the Ministerial Code.  
“Those summaries will be available for all the engagements that I have been 
participating in.” 
 
However, this week in an FOI review (your ref: 202400444808), SG has admitted 
that no summary exists for the League Cup Final in December 2023. (My original 
FOI request referred only to three Aberdeen games at Hampden so there may be 
other cases where summaries are missing). 
 
Did Mr Gray mislead Parliament in saying he had proof that he undertook official 
business at the League Cup Final? 
Will he correct the record? 
And as it seems clear by any measure that there has been a breach of the Ministerial 
Code, will the First Minister now instigate an inquiry? 
 
(If the response is tomorrow, please could you copy in [redacted – personal 
information], Sunday Post [redacted – personal information], cc’d?) 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Communications for the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government (including corporate queries)  
Senior Media Manager  
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  

 
  



Doc 4 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 13:32 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: POLICY VIEW PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
Thanks [redacted – personal information], Helen 
 
On the basis Active Scotland and Cab Secretariat are content, I will put to SPADS 
now for views before copying to DG Corporate. 
 
Grateful to you both for coming back, 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Communications for the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government (including corporate queries)  
Senior Media Manager  
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  

 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 13:28 
To: Helen Webster <Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 



information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: POLICY VIEW PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
Also content, thanks 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Head of Active Scotland | Scottish Government |  
 [redacted – personal information] | [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot  
 
From: Helen Webster <Helen.Webster@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 12:56 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: POLICY VIEW PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
Many thanks, I am content with this line. 
 
Helen 
 
Helen Webster (she/her) | Deputy Director for Cabinet, Parliament and Governance & Secretary of 
Commissions | Directorate for Communications and Ministerial Support | Scottish Government 
E: Helen.Webster@gov.scot | Mob: [redacted – personal information] 
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 12:19 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Helen Webster 
<Helen.Webster@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; DG 
Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 



information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted 
– personal information]@gov.scot>; Communications Finance and Local Government 
<CommunicationsFinanceandLocalGovernment@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: POLICY VIEW PLEASE: Mr Gray attendance at sporting fixtures - Sunday Post  
 
Helen, [redacted – personal information], copied colleagues  
 
ISSUE 

I would be very grateful help meeting  a query from [redacted – personal information] 
at the Sunday Post in relation to an FOI response around Ministerial attendance at 
sporting fixtures. The query copied in full for completeness below.  
 
I have copied below what Mr Gray actually said in his statement to the Scottish 
Parliament on 14 November 2024  
 
Although not all events that ministers attend involve minuted meetings, summary 
notes are available and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority 
of the engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 
4.23 and 4.24 of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to 
Government business are appropriately recorded. 
 
And what Mr Gray said in response to a question from Stephen Kerr MSP – below – 
which is what the Sunday Post is focussing on.  
 
It is entirely appropriate for ministers to use ministerial resources to attend ministerial 
events. As I have already set out, that is only possible, and will only be sanctioned 
by civil servants, when that is demonstrable. In all these cases, that is clear. 
What I have reflected on, and what I apologise for, is the appearance that I have 
been acting more as a fan, by not getting the balance right between attending 
Aberdeen games and attending other games. There are and will be summaries of 
the discussions that have taken place, which is in accordance with the 
ministerial code. The ministerial code does not require minutes of meetings in 
that type of format, but those summaries will be available for all the 
engagements that I have been participating in. 
 
Grateful for a view of the suggested line.  
 
SUGGEST 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
  
“Not all events that ministers attend are minuted but a summary is often available, 
where required. The Cabinet Secretary outlined the purpose of his engagements in 
his statement to Parliament on 14 November, and all documentation released 
confirms government business was undertaken.”  
 
 



Thanks, [redacted – personal information] 
 
QUERY 
 
As discussed… 
 
Neil Gray told Parliament on 14/11/24: 
“There are and will be summaries of the discussions that have taken place, which is 
in accordance with the Ministerial Code.  
“Those summaries will be available for all the engagements that I have been 
participating in.” 
 
However, this week in an FOI review (your ref: 202400444808), SG has admitted 
that no summary exists for the League Cup Final in December 2023. (My original 
FOI request referred only to three Aberdeen games at Hampden so there may be 
other cases where summaries are missing). 
 
Did Mr Gray mislead Parliament in saying he had proof that he undertook official 
business at the League Cup Final? 
Will he correct the record? 
And as it seems clear by any measure that there has been a breach of the Ministerial 
Code, will the First Minister now instigate an inquiry? 
 
(If the response is tomorrow, please could you copy in [redacted – personal 
information], Sunday Post [redacted – personal information], cc’d?) 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
Communications for the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government (including corporate queries)  
Senior Media Manager  
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gmail.com>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 11:23 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Tim Knowles <tknowles@sundaypost.com> 
Subject: NEIL GRAY 
 
[redacted – personal information], 
 
As discussed… 
 
Neil Gray told Parliament on 14/11/24: 
“There are and will be summaries of the discussions that have taken place, which is in 
accordance with the Ministerial Code.  
“Those summaries will be available for all the engagements that I have been participating 
in.” 
 
However, this week in an FOI review (your ref: 202400444808), SG has admitted that no 
summary exists for the League Cup Final in December 2023. (My original FOI request 
referred only to three Aberdeen games at Hampden so there may be other cases where 
summaries are missing). 
 
Did Mr Gray mislead Parliament in saying he had proof that he undertook official business at 
the League Cup Final? 
Will he correct the record? 
And as it seems clear by any measure that there has been a breach of the Ministerial Code, 
will the First Minister now instigate an inquiry? 
 
(If the response is tomorrow, please could you copy in [redacted – personal information], 
Sunday Post [redacted – personal information], cc’d?) 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted – personal information] 
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2025 16:23 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gmail.com 
Subject: SG response for Sunday Post / Mark Howarth  
 
Hi again [redacted – personal information] 
 
Thanks again for getting in touch earlier – please see our position below:  
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
  
“Not all events that ministers attend are minuted but a summary is often available, 
where required. The Cabinet Secretary outlined the purpose of his engagements in 
his statement to Parliament on 14 November, and all documentation released 
confirms government business was undertaken.”  
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Communications for the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government (including corporate queries)  
Senior Media Manager  
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director of Population 
Health 
Sent: 13 December 2024 10:40 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director of 
Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Freedom of Information 
<foi@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For allocation – FOI - Review of 202400440060: Neil Gray’s visits to Hampden 
Park - 202400444808 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], 
 
Cc as above for info / assisting as required 
 
Following on from the Teams exchanges with [redacted – personal 
information] and me, thank you for agreeing to take this review on. The 
request in full is at the bottom of the email trail. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Directorate Business Support Officer (Population Health Directorate) 
 
[redacted – personal information] | Directorate Support Unit | 
Directorate for Population Health | Scottish Government | 1ER, St Andrew’s House, 
Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | 
T: [redacted – personal information] E: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of 
Information 
Sent: 11 December 2024 15:45 
To: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Freedom of Information 
<foi@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: For allocation – FOI - Review of 202400440060: Neil Gray’s visits to Hampden Park - 
202400444808 
 
Please see the attached request for a review of an FOI response issued by [redacted – 
personal information] (copied for awareness only).  
  
This review should be taken forward by an individual who wasn't involved with handling the 
original request but has a sufficient knowledge of the subject matter. This will typically be a 



senior official who has capacity to complete the review and report within the relevant 
period of 20 working days. Further guidance on FOI/EIR reviews is available here.  
  
I have registered the review under MiCase reference number: 202400444808 (MiCase - 
View Case 444808) and the deadline for responding is 14/01/25.   
  
I will provide further case specific advice to the review once allocated.  
  
Can you please allocate this review and confirm who will lead on the case. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted – personal information]. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
FOI Advisor  
Freedom of Information Unit| Improving Public Engagement Division| Directorate for 
Communications and Ministerial Support| DG Corporate 
St Andrews House 
Scottish Government  
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gmail.com>  
Sent: 11 December 2024 15:17 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOI REVIEW - GRAY 
 
Your Ref: 202400440060 
  
Dear Mr Foggo, 
  
Please would you review the Scottish Government’s response to my request for 
information? 
  
In particular, would you consider the following? 
  
The summaries of engagement at matches dated 4/11/23 and 20/4/24 have been provided 
but presented without context so it is unclear whether these were contemporaneous notes 
or written more recently. Could you provide the missing detail of when they were 
generated/written? 
  
Secondly, the summary of engagement for the match dated 17/12/23 has not been 
provided at all.  
From the absence of a Section 17 declaration, I infer that this document does exist. 
Mr Gray told Parliament in his ministerial statement of 14/11/24: “Summary notes are 
available and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority of the 
engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 4.23 and 4.24 



of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to Government business are 
appropriately recorded.” 
In providing this information, again, could you provide the context of when this summary 
was generated/written?  
 
Thirdly, while a broad description of the process by which ministers are invited to events 
was provided in the Scottish Government’s response letter, could you please send me all the 
correspondence evidencing how Mr Gray came to be invited on each of these occasions? 
This would be in accordance with my original request. 
  
Kind regards, 
[redacted – personal information] 
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of 
Information 
Sent: 17 December 2024 15:20 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
Further to [redacted – personal information] MiCase message confirming allocation of 
review 202400444808 in order that you will lead on an FoI review from [redacted – 
personal information] MiCase - View Case 444808, I have provided some initial advice 
which I hope you will find helpful in taking your review forward.  
 
Many thanks for accepting the case and issuing the FoI specific acknowledgement to the 
applicant.  
 
Advice  
 
Without prejudice to the outcome of your review, you may wish to note that the applicant is 
dissatisfied as they believe that there is information held which has not been provided but 
deemed by them to be missing, and with no refusal under section 17(1) they believe it to be 
held and therefore in scope for release. In addition they are unhappy with the way we have 
answered the second part of their request being of the view that this has been generalised as 
opposed to providing the specific information held.  
 
The applicant’s dissatisfaction states:  
 
“Please would you review the Scottish Government’s response to my request for 
information? 
 
In particular, would you consider the following? 
 
 The summaries of engagement at matches dated 4/11/23 and 20/4/24 have been 

provided but presented without context so it is unclear whether these were 
contemporaneous notes or written more recently. Could you provide the missing 
detail of when they were generated/written? 

 
 Secondly, the summary of engagement for the match dated 17/12/23 has not been 

provided at all.  
From the absence of a Section 17 declaration, I infer that this document does 
exist. 
Mr Gray told Parliament in his ministerial statement of 14/11/24: “Summary notes are 
available and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority of the 
engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 4.23 



and 4.24 of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to Government 
business are appropriately recorded.” 
In providing this information, again, could you provide the context of when this 
summary was generated/written?  

 
 Thirdly, while a broad description of the process by which ministers are invited to 

events was provided in the Scottish Government’s response letter, could you please 
send me all the correspondence evidencing how Mr Gray came to be invited on each 
of these occasions? This would be in accordance with my original request.” 

 
A review of the case file for the initial request should be completed, reviewing the searches 
undertaken and the results.  These should be recorded on the searches template in the case 
file.  Any new searches undertaken specific to the review should be recorded on a new 
searches template and saved within the review case file in eRDM.  
 
What we need to assess your review 
 
The FOI Unit should be asked to comment on the review response first before it goes for 
senior official approval ahead of issue. 
 
For the FOI Unit to carry out a technical assessment of your review and provide tailored 
advice, please send the following to us asap - 
 
 Your draft review response letter (preferably in a word document) 
 A marked up unredacted copy of the withheld information highlighting what 

exemptions have been applied (if applicable)  
 All information saved within the eRDM casefile including the searches template and 

statement of compliance.  (amend appropriately where reviews are being handled by 
Agencies with NO access to core SG eRDM 

 
In contacting the Unit, either for advice or comment ahead of issuing the response, it would 
help us greatly if you could include the review reference number and the date its due in 
the subject heading of your email. 
 
Sensitivity 
 
The initial case was routine and therefore our initial assessment of the review is that it 
remains routine . This means a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure is not 
required.  As you know the sensitivity assessment can change as the review progresses and 
in line with the proposed review outcome. We will consider this further if required as you 
progress your review.  
 
We are happy to provide any advice needed as you progress your review - please email the 
FOI Unit at foi@gov.scot.  
 
Kind regards 
 



 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
FOOTNOTE: 
Further Guidance 
 

• There is guidance on carrying out a review, including a step by step guide, on our 
eRDM - 'FOI - SharePoint - SharePoint Collection' - navigate this document using 
‘Bookmarks’ on the left then scroll to – ‘Reviews’ (Step by step reviews checklist is 
page 27 & Step by step reviews flowchart pages 58-63) 

• Our saltire guidance Freedom of Information (FOI) reviews (sharepoint.com) 
• We also have very helpful guidance and all of our templates saved within our 

Freedom of Information (FOI): FOI User Guidance: 2020-2025  
• Briefings and guidance | Scottish Information Commissioner (foi.scot) 

 
 
 
[redacted – personal information]  | FOI Adviser – Reviews & Appeals 
💻💻: Freedom of Information Unit  | Scottish Government 
🏢🏢: Area 1E-10 |  St. Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot  |  
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 January 2025 14:27 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft response for 
clearance 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
OK – I am content to make those changes and will send it to my DD for clearance. 
On the first point, my interpretation of the first part of the request was that the ‘all 
details’ point refers to details about the discussions rather than details about the 
minutes of the discussions, but it doesn’t really matter either way in this case – I’m 
content to remove the advice and assistance point. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of 
Information 
Sent: 08 January 2025 13:19 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Freedom of 
Information <foi@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft response for 
clearance 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], 
 
Thank you for sending over your draft review response, I have had a look over this 
and have made some comments and changes to be made in the draft attached. I 
have explained these points below: 
 
[two paragraphs 30(b)(i) free and frank provision of advice]  
 
I hope this makes sense and if you have any further questions, please let me know. 
 



Kind Regards, 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 January 2025 13:05 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft response for 
clearance 
 
Hi FOI Unit 
 
Please see below a link to my draft review response for [redacted – personal 
information], with an additional email chain for release included in an Annex to the 
letter, along with a link to the marked up version of the emails for redaction (all 
yellow highlighting is section 38(1)(b) as I’m not proposing to apply any other 
exemptions). 
 
The original request asked for: 
 
With regard to Neil Gray’s visits to Hampden Park, Glasgow, on 4/11/23, 17/12/23 
and 20/4/24 

1. All details and/or minutes of discussions he had during the visits regarding 
sport and/or investment. 

2. All details held regarding how Mr Gray’s visits were arranged and who 
accompanied him. 

 
 
The response is hopefully mostly straightforward, but there are a few points to note: 
 

• Point 1 in his review request – arguably this is really a new FOI request as he 
didn’t ask in his original request about when the minutes were produced. 
However, given it’s a relatively straightforward answer I agreed with [redacted 
– personal information] and [redacted – personal information] that it was 
probably easier to provide this information here in terms of a general 
response rather than treating it as a separate FOI request. 

• Point 2 – I have confirmed with [redacted – personal information] and 
[redacted – personal information] that there was no note of the 17 Dec 2023 
so this is in fact not held. 

• Point 3 – I have done various searches in erdm and located the emails 
provided at Annex A of the draft which covers one of the matches asked 
about in the request. However, I cannot locate any others and [redacted – 
personal information] as request handler believes they could not find them 
when answering the original request. However, [redacted – personal 
information] said he would check so I will double check with him when he’s 



back from leave just in case before I send out the review response (he’s not 
back until Monday 13 Jan).  

[one paragraphs 30(b)(i) free and frank provision of advice]  
 
Let me know if there are any queries. I’d be grateful if you could get back to me by 
Friday so I can get my DD to clear the response by 14 Jan at the latest. 
 
Thanks. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of 
Information 
Sent: 17 December 2024 15:20 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
Further to [redacted – personal information] MiCase message confirming allocation of 
review 202400444808 in order that you will lead on an FoI review from [redacted – 
personal information] MiCase - View Case 444808, I have provided some initial advice 
which I hope you will find helpful in taking your review forward.  
 
Many thanks for accepting the case and issuing the FoI specific acknowledgement to the 
applicant.  
 
Advice  
 
Without prejudice to the outcome of your review, you may wish to note that the applicant is 
dissatisfied as they believe that there is information held which has not been provided but 
deemed by them to be missing, and with no refusal under section 17(1) they believe it to be 
held and therefore in scope for release. In addition they are unhappy with the way we have 
answered the second part of their request being of the view that this has been generalised as 
opposed to providing the specific information held.  
 
The applicant’s dissatisfaction states:  
 
“Please would you review the Scottish Government’s response to my request for 
information? 
 



In particular, would you consider the following? 
 
 The summaries of engagement at matches dated 4/11/23 and 20/4/24 have been 

provided but presented without context so it is unclear whether these were 
contemporaneous notes or written more recently. Could you provide the missing 
detail of when they were generated/written? 

 
 Secondly, the summary of engagement for the match dated 17/12/23 has not been 

provided at all.  
From the absence of a Section 17 declaration, I infer that this document does 
exist. 
Mr Gray told Parliament in his ministerial statement of 14/11/24: “Summary notes are 
available and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority of the 
engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 4.23 
and 4.24 of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to Government 
business are appropriately recorded.” 
In providing this information, again, could you provide the context of when this 
summary was generated/written?  

 
 Thirdly, while a broad description of the process by which ministers are invited to 

events was provided in the Scottish Government’s response letter, could you please 
send me all the correspondence evidencing how Mr Gray came to be invited on each 
of these occasions? This would be in accordance with my original request.” 

 
A review of the case file for the initial request should be completed, reviewing the searches 
undertaken and the results.  These should be recorded on the searches template in the case 
file.  Any new searches undertaken specific to the review should be recorded on a new 
searches template and saved within the review case file in eRDM.  
 
What we need to assess your review 
 
The FOI Unit should be asked to comment on the review response first before it goes for 
senior official approval ahead of issue. 
 
For the FOI Unit to carry out a technical assessment of your review and provide tailored 
advice, please send the following to us asap - 
 
 Your draft review response letter (preferably in a word document) 
 A marked up unredacted copy of the withheld information highlighting what 

exemptions have been applied (if applicable)  
 All information saved within the eRDM casefile including the searches template and 

statement of compliance.  (amend appropriately where reviews are being handled by 
Agencies with NO access to core SG eRDM 

 
In contacting the Unit, either for advice or comment ahead of issuing the response, it would 
help us greatly if you could include the review reference number and the date its due in 
the subject heading of your email. 



 
Sensitivity 
 
The initial case was routine and therefore our initial assessment of the review is that it 
remains routine . This means a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure is not 
required.  As you know the sensitivity assessment can change as the review progresses and 
in line with the proposed review outcome. We will consider this further if required as you 
progress your review.  
 
We are happy to provide any advice needed as you progress your review - please email the 
FOI Unit at foi@gov.scot.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
FOOTNOTE: 
Further Guidance 
 

• There is guidance on carrying out a review, including a step by step guide, on our 
eRDM - 'FOI - SharePoint - SharePoint Collection' - navigate this document using 
‘Bookmarks’ on the left then scroll to – ‘Reviews’ (Step by step reviews checklist is 
page 27 & Step by step reviews flowchart pages 58-63) 

• Our saltire guidance Freedom of Information (FOI) reviews (sharepoint.com) 
• We also have very helpful guidance and all of our templates saved within our 

Freedom of Information (FOI): FOI User Guidance: 2020-2025  
• Briefings and guidance | Scottish Information Commissioner (foi.scot) 

 
 
 
[redacted – personal information]  | FOI Adviser – Reviews & Appeals 
💻💻: Freedom of Information Unit  | Scottish Government 
🏢🏢: Area 1E-10 |  St. Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot  |  
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From: John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 January 2025 18:14 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; Niamh O'Connor <Niamh.O'Connor@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For information only - FOI review for issue - 202400444808 - Mr Gray's 
attendance at football matches 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
Many thanks for copying me into the proposed response to this review. 
 
Can I check a couple of small points quickly please: 
 

• On Q1, would it be possible to extend the answer to say when the 2 
documents were saved into ERDM to show that they were created close to 
the timing of the events (which is how [redacted – personal information] has 
answered this in response to his review of the Ms Brown case)?; and 

• On Q3, is it possible that [redacted – personal information] has access to the 
missing email invite chains for the other 2 events and may be able to provide 
that when he returns on Monday from leave? If so then I would prefer to wait 
until then/include them if we can. 

 
Thanks, 
 
John  
 
John Nicholson 
Deputy Director 
Population Health Strategy & Improvement Division 
Population Health Directorate 
Scottish Government 
 

Tel: 0131 244 [redacted – personal information] 
Mob: [redacted – personal information] 
E-mail: john.nicholson@gov.scot  
 

 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 January 2025 12:37 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; 
Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; 
Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 



<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot> 
Subject: For information only - FOI review for issue - 202400444808 - Mr Gray's attendance 
at football matches 
 
PS/Cab Sec 
 
Copied to Spads and Comms colleagues for information. 
 
As you’ll be aware Active Scotland colleagues received a number of FOI requests 
last year relating to Mr Gray’s statement about his attendance at football matches 
(as well as some requests about other sporting events attended by other Ministers 
and they updated you on the information being released. Subsequently we have 
received a review request in relation to one of the FOIs and I was asked to 
undertake a review of the original response. 
 
For the Cabinet Secretary’s awareness, I am attaching a copy of my review 
response which will be issued by the start of next week to meet the statutory 
deadline of 14 January. The response has been agreed with the FOI Unit. 
 
The requester asked us to review three particular points in the original response as 
follows. (Please note the requester has raised similar points in some other review 
requests – those reviews are being handled separately by [redacted – personal 
information].) 
 

1. The summaries of engagement at matches dated 4/11/23 and 20/4/24 have 
been provided but presented without context so it is unclear whether these 
were contemporaneous notes or written more recently. Could you provide the 
missing detail of when they were generated/written? 
 

2. The summary of engagement for the match dated 17/12/23 has not been 
provided at all. From the absence of a Section 17 declaration, I infer that this 
document does exist. 
Mr Gray told Parliament in his ministerial statement of 14/11/24: “Summary notes 
are available and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority of 
the engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 
4.23 and 4.24 of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to 
Government business are appropriately recorded.” 
In providing this information, again, could you provide the context of when this 

summary was generated/written?  
 

3. While a broad description of the process by which ministers are invited to 
events was provided in the Scottish Government’s response letter, could you 
please send me all the correspondence evidencing how Mr Gray came to be 
invited on each of these occasions? This would be in accordance with my 
original request. 

 
Please let me know if there are any queries. 
 
Best wishes, 
 



[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Head of Unit, Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
St Andrew’s House  
Regent Road  
Edinburgh     EH1 3DG  
Tel: [redacted – personal information] 
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 
Sent: 10 January 2025 13:15 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; 
Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; 
Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen 
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For information only - FOI review for issue - 202400444808 - Mr Gray's 
attendance at football matches 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information],  
 
Mr Gray has noted.  
 
Regards, 
 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care - Neil Gray MSP 
Scottish Government  
E: cabsechsc@gov.scot 
M: [redacted – personal information] 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, January 9, 2025 12:37 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot>; Communications 
Health and Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Freedom of Information 
<foi@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister 
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton 
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot> 
Subject: For information only - FOI review for issue - 202400444808 - Mr Gray's attendance at 
football matches 
 
PS/Cab Sec 
 
Copied to Spads and Comms colleagues for information. 
 



As you’ll be aware Active Scotland colleagues received a number of FOI requests 
last year relating to Mr Gray’s statement about his attendance at football matches 
(as well as some requests about other sporting events attended by other Ministers 
and they updated you on the information being released. Subsequently we have 
received a review request in relation to one of the FOIs and I was asked to 
undertake a review of the original response. 
 
For the Cabinet Secretary’s awareness, I am attaching a copy of my review 
response which will be issued by the start of next week to meet the statutory 
deadline of 14 January. The response has been agreed with the FOI Unit. 
 
The requester asked us to review three particular points in the original response as 
follows. (Please note the requester has raised similar points in some other review 
requests – those reviews are being handled separately by [redacted – personal 
information].) 
 

2. The summaries of engagement at matches dated 4/11/23 and 20/4/24 have 
been provided but presented without context so it is unclear whether these 
were contemporaneous notes or written more recently. Could you provide the 
missing detail of when they were generated/written? 
 

2. The summary of engagement for the match dated 17/12/23 has not been 
provided at all. From the absence of a Section 17 declaration, I infer that this 
document does exist. 
Mr Gray told Parliament in his ministerial statement of 14/11/24: “Summary notes 
are available and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority of 
the engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 
4.23 and 4.24 of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to 
Government business are appropriately recorded.” 
In providing this information, again, could you provide the context of when this 

summary was generated/written?  
 

4. While a broad description of the process by which ministers are invited to 
events was provided in the Scottish Government’s response letter, could you 
please send me all the correspondence evidencing how Mr Gray came to be 
invited on each of these occasions? This would be in accordance with my 
original request. 

 
Please let me know if there are any queries. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Head of Unit, Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
St Andrew’s House  
Regent Road  



Edinburgh     EH1 3DG  
Tel: [redacted – personal information] 
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From: John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 January 2025 15:57 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; Niamh O'Connor <Niamh.O'Connor@gov.scot>; Simon 
Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For information only - FOI review for issue - 202400444808 - Mr Gray's 
attendance at football matches 
 
Brilliant – many thanks [redacted – personal information]. 
 
Happy with all of the points below.  On the wording around ERDM saving of notes 
we could probably amend slightly as below (but not 100% necessary) and think it is 
important to include the ERDM dates if only to show that they weren’t drafted as a 
result of the recent media/Parliamentary interest in all of this. 
 
Thanks, 
 
John 
 
John Nicholson 
Deputy Director 
Population Health Strategy & Improvement Division 
Population Health Directorate 
Scottish Government 
 

Tel: 0131 244 [redacted – personal information] 
Mob: [redacted – personal information] 
E-mail: john.nicholson@gov.scot  

 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 January 2025 15:26 
To: John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; Niamh O'Connor <Niamh.O'Connor@gov.scot>; Simon 
Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For information only - FOI review for issue - 202400444808 - Mr Gray's 
attendance at football matches 
 
Hi John 
 
On Q1, yes I can. 30(b)(i) free and frank provision of advice]  
 
I have asked the official who wrote the notes of both meetings and they said that 
they thought they were written fairly soon after each of the two matches took place 
so they were certainly not written recently. I have confirmed that the note of the 
match on 4/11/2023 was saved in our records management system on 14 November 



2023 and the note from 20/4/2024 was saved on 17 July 2024, although in both 
cases it is understood that possible the note was drafted earlier, but only added to 
the records management system on those dates so I cannot confirm exactly when 
the notes were written. 
 
On Q3, [redacted – personal information] thought that they had looked for the emails 
at request stage and couldn’t find them, but I was planning to double check with 
[redacted – personal information] on Monday before I issue the reply so I will do that 
so I am confident there is nothing held outwith erdm. 
 
Separately on your point in your email to [redacted – personal information] about 
using consistent wording about why there were no notes for certain events, [redacted 
– personal information] has suggested some wording so I updated my reply to be 
consistent with that. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 January 2025 11:50 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; 
John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft response for 
clearance - updated 
Importance: High 
 
[redacted – personal information], [redacted – personal information] 
 
To be aware that the lead official has returned from leave today and having been 
asked to do a further check has found some extra emails relating to part 3 of this 
review request – 2 emails relating to the 4 Nov 2023 match invites and 1 relating to 
20 April 2024. I have therefore reviewed these and decided they can be released, 
with personal data redacted. Therefore these have been added to the erdm casefile 
as docs 8 and 9 marked for redaction and I’ve included the redacted versions in 
Annex A of the final letter below, as well as making a slight change to the text of the 
covering letter given there is now some correspondence about each of the 3 
matches. 
 
Given the deadline is tomorrow could you let me know as soon as possible if there 
are any concerns about the updated review response. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
FOI review - 202400444808 - Cabinet Secretary attendance at football matches - 
response - January 2025 (A51342118) 
 
[redacted – personal information]Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and 
Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 January 2025 14:27 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot> 



Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft response for 
clearance 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
OK – I am content to make those changes and will send it to my DD for clearance. 
On the first point, my interpretation of the first part of the request was that the ‘all 
details’ point refers to details about the discussions rather than details about the 
minutes of the discussions, but it doesn’t really matter either way in this case – I’m 
content to remove the advice and assistance point. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of 
Information 
Sent: 08 January 2025 13:19 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Freedom of 
Information <foi@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft response for 
clearance 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], 
 
Thank you for sending over your draft review response, I have had a look over this 
and have made some comments and changes to be made in the draft attached. I 
have explained these points below: 
 
[two paragraphs 30(b)(i) free and frank provision of advice]  
 
 
I hope this makes sense and if you have any further questions, please let me know. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 January 2025 13:05 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 



Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft response for 
clearance 
 
Hi FOI Unit 
 
Please see below a link to my draft review response for [redacted – personal 
information], with an additional email chain for release included in an Annex to the 
letter, along with a link to the marked up version of the emails for redaction (all 
yellow highlighting is section 38(1)(b) as I’m not proposing to apply any other 
exemptions). 
 
The original request asked for: 
 
With regard to Neil Gray’s visits to Hampden Park, Glasgow, on 4/11/23, 17/12/23 
and 20/4/24 

3. All details and/or minutes of discussions he had during the visits regarding 
sport and/or investment. 

4. All details held regarding how Mr Gray’s visits were arranged and who 
accompanied him. 

 
 
The response is hopefully mostly straightforward, but there are a few points to note: 
 

• Point 1 in his review request – arguably this is really a new FOI request as he 
didn’t ask in his original request about when the minutes were produced. 
However, given it’s a relatively straightforward answer I agreed with [redacted 
– personal information] and [redacted – personal information] that it was 
probably easier to provide this information here in terms of a general 
response rather than treating it as a separate FOI request. 

• Point 2 – I have confirmed with [redacted – personal information] and 
[redacted – personal information] that there was no note of the 17 Dec 2023 
so this is in fact not held. 

• Point 3 – I have done various searches in erdm and located the emails 
provided at Annex A of the draft which covers one of the matches asked 
about in the request. However, I cannot locate any others and [redacted – 
personal information] as request handler believes they could not find them 
when answering the original request. However, [redacted – personal 
information] said he would check so I will double check with him when he’s 
back from leave just in case before I send out the review response (he’s not 
back until Monday 13 Jan).  

[one paragraphs 30(b)(i) free and frank provision of advice]  
 
Let me know if there are any queries. I’d be grateful if you could get back to me by 
Friday so I can get my DD to clear the response by 14 Jan at the latest. 
 
Thanks. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 



 
[redacted – personal information]Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and 
Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 January 2025 15:35 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft 
response for clearance - updated 
 
Thanks [redacted – personal information] – will do. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of 
Information 
Sent: 13 January 2025 14:30 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-
Kerr@gov.scot>; John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft 
response for clearance - updated 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], 
 
Thanks, I am content. Similar to [redacted – personal information] case, can you 
please update a search template with the specifics of the searches that were 
undertaken at review to identify the additional information. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 January 2025 11:50 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-
Kerr@gov.scot>; John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft 
response for clearance - updated 
Importance: High 
 
[redacted – personal information], [redacted – personal information] 
 



To be aware that the lead official has returned from leave today and having been 
asked to do a further check has found some extra emails relating to part 3 of this 
review request – 2 emails relating to the 4 Nov 2023 match invites and 1 relating to 
20 April 2024. I have therefore reviewed these and decided they can be released, 
with personal data redacted. Therefore these have been added to the erdm casefile 
as docs 8 and 9 marked for redaction and I’ve included the redacted versions in 
Annex A of the final letter below, as well as making a slight change to the text of the 
covering letter given there is now some correspondence about each of the 3 
matches. 
 
Given the deadline is tomorrow could you let me know as soon as possible if there 
are any concerns about the updated review response. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
FOI review - 202400444808 - Cabinet Secretary attendance at football matches - 
response - January 2025 (A51342118) 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 January 2025 14:27 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft 
response for clearance 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
OK – I am content to make those changes and will send it to my DD for clearance. 
On the first point, my interpretation of the first part of the request was that the ‘all 
details’ point refers to details about the discussions rather than details about the 
minutes of the discussions, but it doesn’t really matter either way in this case – I’m 
content to remove the advice and assistance point. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  



GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of 
Information 
Sent: 08 January 2025 13:19 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Freedom of 
Information <foi@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft 
response for clearance 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], 
 
Thank you for sending over your draft review response, I have had a look over this 
and have made some comments and changes to be made in the draft attached. I 
have explained these points below: 
 
[two paragraphs 30(b)(i) free and frank provision of advice]  
 
I hope this makes sense and if you have any further questions, please let me know. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 January 2025 13:05 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft 
response for clearance 
 
Hi FOI Unit 
 
Please see below a link to my draft review response for [redacted – personal 
information], with an additional email chain for release included in an Annex to the 
letter, along with a link to the marked up version of the emails for redaction (all 
yellow highlighting is section 38(1)(b) as I’m not proposing to apply any other 
exemptions). 
 
The original request asked for: 
 
With regard to Neil Gray’s visits to Hampden Park, Glasgow, on 4/11/23, 17/12/23 
and 20/4/24 

5. All details and/or minutes of discussions he had during the visits regarding 
sport and/or investment. 



6. All details held regarding how Mr Gray’s visits were arranged and who 
accompanied him. 

 
 
The response is hopefully mostly straightforward, but there are a few points to note: 
 

• Point 1 in his review request – arguably this is really a new FOI request as he 
didn’t ask in his original request about when the minutes were produced. 
However, given it’s a relatively straightforward answer I agreed with [redacted 
– personal information] and [redacted – personal information] that it was 
probably easier to provide this information here in terms of a general 
response rather than treating it as a separate FOI request. 

• Point 2 – I have confirmed with [redacted – personal information] and 
[redacted – personal information] that there was no note of the 17 Dec 2023 
so this is in fact not held. 

• Point 3 – I have done various searches in erdm and located the emails 
provided at Annex A of the draft which covers one of the matches asked 
about in the request. However, I cannot locate any others and [redacted – 
personal information] as request handler believes they could not find them 
when answering the original request. However, [redacted – personal 
information] said he would check so I will double check with him when he’s 
back from leave just in case before I send out the review response (he’s not 
back until Monday 13 Jan).  

[one paragraphs 30(b)(i) free and frank provision of advice]  
 
Let me know if there are any queries. I’d be grateful if you could get back to me by 
Friday so I can get my DD to clear the response by 14 Jan at the latest. 
 
Thanks. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 January 2025 11:35 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Thanks [redacted – personal information] – that’s excellent. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 January 2025 10:56 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], 
 
I’ve made the redactions on those two documents and they have been saved  in 
eRDM and can be found at the following links: 
 
Doc 8 - marked for redaction - invitation to 4 Nov 2023 match - version for release 
(A51453030) 
Doc 9 - marked for redaction - invite to 20 April 2024 match - version for release 
(A51453421) 
 
If you need anything else let me know. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Policy Officer 
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation  
Health Protection Division 
Scottish Government 
GER, St Andrews House 
Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
 
e-mail: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot 
 
 



From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 January 2025 10:19 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] – if you have time this morning could you redact 
these 2 docs for me – in the same way as below if you then create a new copy of 
doc 8 and 9 marked as versions for release with the yellow text replaced with 
[redacted – personal data] that’d be great. 
 
Thanks. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 06 January 2025 10:52 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], 
 
That’s me made those redactions and saved in the file as a new document: 
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A51390036/details 
 
[One paragraph about a different topic - Out of scope] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Policy Officer 
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation  
Health Protection Division 
Scottish Government 
GER, St Andrews House 
Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
 
e-mail: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 06 January 2025 10:16 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 



Subject: FW: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
Doc 7 - marked for redaction - invite for Ministers to 17 Dec 2023 match 
(A51385948) 
See below – could you save a new copy of the doc above and mark it as ‘version for 
release’ in the same erdm casefile – ref 202400444808 and redact all the personal 
data for me?  
 
You then just need to replace all the sections highlighted in yellow with    [redacted – 
personal data] 
 
If you then save the final document I can paste it into the Annex of the review 
response (although FOI Unit like to see it saved as a separate document in the file 
unfortunately).  Thanks for your help on this and let me know if you’re unsure about 
anything. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 January 2025 16:13 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: For information only - FOI review for issue - 202400444808 - Mr 
Gray's attendance at football matches 
Importance: High 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] (on return) 
 
Sorry to send you lots of requests for day 1 back from leave, but can you get back to 
me by close on Monday 13th to confirm: 
 

a) That your happy the form of words below is accurate for the reply on Q1 re 
when the notes of the matches were written. If you’re not really sure when you 
wrote the notes or if it was earlier than the dates they were saved I will add 
the word probably as below to ensure I’m not accidentally saying anything 
misleading. 

 
I have asked the official who wrote the notes of both meetings and they said that 
they thought they were written fairly soon after each of the two matches took place 
so they were certainly not written recently. I have confirmed that the note of the 
match on 4/11/2023 was saved in our records management system on 14 November 
2023 and the note from 20/4/2024 was saved on 17 July 2024, although in both 
cases it is understood that possible the note was [probably] drafted earlier, but only 
added to the records management system on those dates so I cannot confirm 
exactly when the notes were written. 
 

b) Can you double check if you hold any emails in your inbox or elsewhere 
outwith erdm inviting Ministers to the matches on 14 Nov 23 and 20 April 24 
and emails to and from PO about Ministers attending? Neither [redacted – 
personal information] nor I could find anything in erdm for those two matches. 

 
Thanks in advance, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 January 2025 15:57 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 



personal information]@gov.scot>; Niamh O'Connor <Niamh.O'Connor@gov.scot>; 
Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For information only - FOI review for issue - 202400444808 - Mr Gray's 
attendance at football matches 
 
Brilliant – many thanks [redacted – personal information]. 
 
Happy with all of the points below.  On the wording around ERDM saving of notes 
we could probably amend slightly as below (but not 100% necessary) and think it is 
important to include the ERDM dates if only to show that they weren’t drafted as a 
result of the recent media/Parliamentary interest in all of this. 
 
Thanks, 
 
John 
 
John Nicholson 
Deputy Director 
Population Health Strategy & Improvement Division 
Population Health Directorate 
Scottish Government 
 
Tel: 0131 244 [redacted – personal information] 
Mob: [redacted – personal information] 
E-mail: john.nicholson@gov.scot  
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 January 2025 15:26 
To: John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
personal information]@gov.scot>; Niamh O'Connor <Niamh.O'Connor@gov.scot>; 
Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For information only - FOI review for issue - 202400444808 - Mr Gray's 
attendance at football matches 
 
Hi John 
 
On Q1, yes I can. [30(b)(i) free and frank provision of advice]  
 
I have asked the official who wrote the notes of both meetings and they said that 
they thought they were written fairly soon after each of the two matches took place 
so they were certainly not written recently. I have confirmed that the note of the 
match on 4/11/2023 was saved in our records management system on 14 November 
2023 and the note from 20/4/2024 was saved on 17 July 2024, although in both 
cases it is understood that possible the note was drafted earlier, but only added to 
the records management system on those dates so I cannot confirm exactly when 
the notes were written. 
 



On Q3, [redacted – personal information] thought that they had looked for the emails 
at request stage and couldn’t find them, but I was planning to double check with 
[redacted – personal information] on Monday before I issue the reply so I will do that 
so I am confident there is nothing held outwith erdm. 
 
Separately on your point in your email to [redacted – personal information] about 
using consistent wording about why there were no notes for certain events, [redacted 
– personal information] has suggested some wording so I updated my reply to be 
consistent with that. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 January 2025 10:51 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: To review/clear - FOISA review 202400444819 - deadline 14/01/25 - 
Ms Roddick at SRUC Sco v Georgia - Aug 2023 
 
Thanks [redacted – personal information] 
 
That looks good to me. 
 
[redacted – personal information] – I’ve used the following wording now in my 
updated response: 
 
I have checked and no minute or summary has been identified for the match on 17 
December 2023 as being held on our records management system. Officials aim to 
provide a short summary note of each sporting engagement, but not in all cases as it 
might not always be practical to do so, and in this case no note was produced. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 January 2025 10:28 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: To review/clear - FOISA review 202400444819 - deadline 14/01/25 - 
Ms Roddick at SRUC Sco v Georgia - Aug 2023 
 
Hey both – thanks for the arduous task of reviewing these cases.  
 
I’m tempted to go for a fairly simple: 
 
“No minute or summary has been identified for this event as being held on our 
electronic Record and Document Management system. Officials aim to provide a 
short summary note of each sporting engagement, but not in all cases as it might not 
always be practical or possible to do so, and in this case no note was produced” 
 
Happy for variations on that theme if you want to tinker with it.  
 
Thanks 



[redacted – personal information] 
[redacted – personal information] 
Head of Active Scotland | Scottish Government |  
' [redacted – personal information] | :[redacted – personal information]@gov.scot  
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 10 January 2025 09:15 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: To review/clear - FOISA review 202400444819 - deadline 14/01/25 - 
Ms Roddick at SRUC Sco v Georgia - Aug 2023 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], [redacted – personal information] 
 
In a way I prefer having slightly different text as if the text is identical it’ll be clear 
we’ve compared notes and the requester may have concerns each review hasn’t 
been done entirely independently. However, I’m content that we need to be 
consistent in terms of what we say.  
 
I think the 2 forms of words below say more or less the same, but [redacted – 
personal information] do you want to suggest the best form of words and [redacted – 
personal information] and I can make sure we base our wording on that? 
 
Regards, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: John Nicholson <John.Nicholson@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 January 2025 18:33 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Gender 
Identity and Healthcare Access <genderidentityhealth@gov.scot>; Niamh O'Connor 
<Niamh.O'Connor@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: To review/clear - FOISA review 202400444819 - deadline 14/01/25 - 
Ms Roddick at SRUC Sco v Georgia - Aug 2023 
 
Many thanks [redacted – personal information] 
 
I am content with the process, proposed reply (with two amendments – below) and 
the document proposed for release.  
 
On the amendments: 



 
• in the reply we need to say in para 1 that following your review you “have 

concluded that the original decision should be confirmed, but with 
modifications as set out below.” And then the material in your reply on the s17 
exemption and additional email chain being provided are those 
“modifications”; and 

• in answer to the first question, the text used isn’t the same as the text used in 
[redacted – personal information] reply in terms of explaining why no record of 
the discussion exists. The wording in this reply says “no minute or summary 
has been identified for this event as being held on our electronic Record and 
Document Management system. Officials would usually produce, but not in all 
cases, a short summary following an event, in this case they have not” and in 
[redacted – personal information] case the answer provided is “no note was 
written in relation to the match on 17 December 2023, although this was due 
to an oversight. Officials would normally provide a short note after most 
Ministerial engagements, although in some cases notes are not always taken 
at these types of big sporting events.”  I think that Niamh had mentioned 
earlier this week that we need a consistent form of words on this in both 
cases, so very grateful if you could agree with [redacted – personal 
information] /[redacted – personal information] what that line should be and 
include it in both responses. 

 
I agree that this does not need Ministerial/SPAD clearance, but we should share it 
with them for information. 
 
Thanks, 
 
John 
 
John Nicholson 
Deputy Director 
Population Health Strategy & Improvement Division 
Population Health Directorate 
Scottish Government 
 
Tel: 0131 244 [redacted – personal information] 
Mob: [redacted – personal information] 
E-mail: john.nicholson@gov.scot  
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 09 January 2025 13:27 
To: Niamh O'Connor <Niamh.O'Connor@gov.scot>; John Nicholson 
<John.Nicholson@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Gender 
Identity and Healthcare Access <genderidentityhealth@gov.scot> 
Subject: To review/clear - FOISA review 202400444819 - deadline 14/01/25 - Ms 
Roddick at SRUC Sco v Georgia - Aug 2023 
 



John/Niamh, 
 
The other FOISA review. Attached for reference is the review request, the FOI unit’s 
reply on this one and [redacted – personal information] email to Mr Gray advising of 
the one she holds.  
 
The FOI unit have asked again for a bit more narrative on the searches which we’ll 
go back to them with, but otherwise they’re content for issue. To see the following. 
The first part I am advising of a section 17(1) (information not held) when it comes to 
a minute/summary of this event. This was not quite articulated in the original FOISA 
response. The second part I am proposing to release the Scottish Rugby invitation 
and PO correspondence around that accepting the event:  
 

• Reply: Response - 202400444819 details - Objective 
• Document 1 – for release – Document 1 - for release - 202400444819 details 

- Objective 
• Document 1 – unredacted -  Document 1 - unredacted - invitation - Scotland v 

Georgia; support for Ukraine. details - Objective 
• Statement of Compliance: Statement of compliance - 202400444819 details - 

Objective 
• Search:  Search record - 202400444819 details - Objective 
• Original case: MiCase - View Case 440061 

 
Ms Roddick is no longer a Minister. So as with the other one I’ll send to SpAds, Ms 
Todd and Mr Gray for their awareness in advance of issue on Tuesday’s deadline 
(14/01/25).  
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Gender Identity and Healthcare Access I Population Health Strategy & Improvement 
Division I Scottish Government I St Andrew’s House I Regent Road I Edinburgh I 
EH1 3DG 
Tel: 0131 244 [redacted – personal information] or MS Teams 
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From: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 January 2025 18:10 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft 
response for clearance 
 
Thanks, [redacted – personal information] – content to clear. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Simon 
 
Dr Simon Cuthbert-Kerr | Deputy Director for Public Health Capabilities | Directorate 
for Population Health | Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Edinburgh EH1 
3DG | Mobile: [redacted – personal information] 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 08 January 2025 15:37 
To: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Subject: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - draft 
response for clearance 
 
Hi Simon 
 
Please see attached response to this FOI review. I’ve also attached the requester’s 
review request so you can see the 3 points he raises – I actually asked FOI Unit 
about commenting on other issues as he did ask for a review of the request and ‘in 
particular’ the 3 issues raised – however FOI Unit felt it was best not to highlight the 
errors I had noted given the requester’s specified points were not related to those 
errors. FOI Unit cleared the response subject to a couple of changes, which I have 
made. 
 
I’d be grateful for your clearance by next Monday 13th at the latest. 
 
The original request asked for: 
 
With regard to Neil Gray’s visits to Hampden Park, Glasgow, on 4/11/23, 17/12/23 
and 20/4/24 

7. All details and/or minutes of discussions he had during the visits regarding 
sport and/or investment. 

8. All details held regarding how Mr Gray’s visits were arranged and who 
accompanied him. 

 
 
The response is hopefully mostly straightforward, but there are a few points to note: 
 

• Point 1 in his review request – arguably this is really a new FOI request as he 
didn’t ask in his original request about when the minutes were produced. 



However, the FOI Unit have indicated that they feel that the reference in the 
request to ‘all details’ does mean the timing of the minutes being written is in 
scope – either way, given it’s a straightforward answer I agreed with [redacted 
– personal information] and [redacted – personal information] in Active 
Scotland that it was easier to provide this information here in terms of a 
general response rather than treating it as a separate FOI request. 

• Point 2 – I have confirmed with [redacted – personal information] and 
[redacted – personal information] that there was no note of the 17 Dec 2023 
so this is in fact not held. 

• Point 3 – I have done various searches in erdm and located the emails 
provided at Annex A of the draft which covers one of the matches asked 
about in the request. I am content this can all be released with personal data 
redacted as it doesn’t say anything contentious and much of this has been 
asked about already by others (I gather they have lots of FOIs about Mr 
Gray’s and other Ministers’ attendance at football matches. However, I cannot 
locate any others and [redacted – personal information] as request handler 
believes they could not find them when answering the original request. 
However, [redacted – personal information] said he would check so I will 
double check with him when he’s back from leave just in case before I send 
out the review response (he’s not back until Monday 13 Jan).  

 
The case is marked as routine and Spads and the Cab Sec were made aware of this 
and other requests at request stage so I agreed with Active Scotland that there’s 
nothing in the response that would need consideration by either Spads or Ministers. 
However, I will liaise with [redacted – personal information] who is dealing with a 
couple of similar FOI reviews as I see John Nicholson has just suggested he should 
send his review response to Ministers and Spads for information/noting – if so, I will 
do the same. 
 
Thanks. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Head of Unit, Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
St Andrew’s House  
Regent Road  
Edinburgh     EH1 3DG  
Tel: [redacted – personal information] 
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 January 2025 11:35 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
OK thanks. I will note that in the draft response and copy you in when I send it to the 
FOI Unit. 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 January 2025 11:26 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
I don’t think we could locate the invitation which is why we formed the text in the 
response relating to the emails containing the invite.  
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] | Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland 
|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | 
Email: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 January 2025 11:24 
To: Mark Allen <Mark.Allen@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] – I see [redacted – personal information] is on 
leave until Monday. Unfortunately I need to get this review up to FOI Unit today as 
the deadline is next Tuesday.  
 



Do you know if [redacted – personal information] had a look for those emails inviting 
Ministers to the football matches on 4/11/23 and 20/4/24? I have searched through 
erdm, but is there anywhere else he might have stored the emails.  
 
If not, I think I’ll just have to say in the draft that we are unable to locate copies of the 
email invites for those matches, but they would have been similar to the one for the 
17/12/23 match. But I can ask [redacted – personal information] to do a final check 
next Monday when he’s back if there might be emails in his inbox or somewhere 
else. 
 
Could you let me know today if you think the emails might be held somewhere other 
than erdm. 
 
Cheers, 
 
[redacted – personal information]   
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]  
Sent: 03 January 2025 16:31 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], [redacted – personal information] 
 
Just to say that I managed to find some emails in eRDM re the match on 17/12/23 – 
see link to version I’ve marked for redaction so don’t worry about that one, but if you 
could get me any other emails you can find on that match or the other 2 early next 
week that’d be great. 
 
Thanks and Happy New Year, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 19 December 2024 16:22 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 



information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], [redacted – personal information] 
 
Just to say I’m hoping to start looking at this tomorrow or if not when I’m back at 
work on 31 Dec. Thanks [redacted – personal information] for adding the various 
docs to the casefile for the original request – I’ll let you know if there are any queries. 
 
I think I have enough info to answer the first two points in Helen’s email below, but 
on the third when you have a chance can you send me copies of the emails where 
the Cab Sec was invited to each of the 3 matches covered by the request (4/11/23, 
17/12/23 and 20/4/24) that’d be helpful. I can work on the response to the other 2 
parts in the meantime. If you could get the emails to me by 6 Jan at the latest that’d 
be very helpful so I can get a draft response to the FOI Unit on time. 
 
Thanks in advance and hopefully you’ll both get a break over Xmas, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 06 January 2025 16:02 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Thanks [redacted – personal information] 
 
That makes sense and I agree on that basis it’s fine to keep the redaction. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 06 January 2025 15:56 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
This information was redacted as the supporters group are still looking to purchase 
the club. If this information got into the public domain, it could lead to the share price 
going up and put the deal at risk. I would suggest that the redaction is still correct 
until the application is fully assessed and funding allocated. 
 
Discussions are still on-going with the group. 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] | Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland 
|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | 
Email: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot 
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 06 January 2025 15:23 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 



Subject: FW: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information] 
 
Sorry for a further email on this, but I was reviewing the handling of the request more 
broadly (having looked at the review request again although he asks in particular 
about 3 points he does ask for the request to be reviewed so I felt I needed to look at 
everything), can I check re the following which was redacted under section 33(1)(b) 
(I think that was the only thing redacted under that exemption, but let me know if 
not): 
 
[33(1)(b) commercial interest]  
 
Can I check if negotiations/considerations around that funding were still ongoing at 
the time of the original FOI request (on 8 Nov 2024)? 
 
Arguably I think the three briefing docs provided were not in scope anyway (or at 
least much of the content of them wasn’t) – if so I don’t really need to worry about 
the exemptions, but I did wonder whether this information would really harm 
[redacted – personal information]’ commercial interests now or whether s30(c) 
(prejudice to the effective conduct of public affairs) would be more relevant if it’s 
more just to protect the privacy of the negotiations? 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
[redacted – personal information]Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and 
Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information] 
 
From: [redacted – personal information] 
Sent: 03 January 2025 16:31 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], [redacted – personal information] 
 
Just to say that I managed to find some emails in eRDM re the match on 17/12/23 – 
see link to version I’ve marked for redaction so don’t worry about that one, but if you 
could get me any other emails you can find on that match or the other 2 early next 
week that’d be great. 
 
Thanks and Happy New Year, 
 



[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 19 December 2024 16:22 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Review 202400444808 - response due 14th JANUARY 2025 - Initial 
advice 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], [redacted – personal information] 
 
Just to say I’m hoping to start looking at this tomorrow or if not when I’m back at 
work on 31 Dec. Thanks [redacted – personal information] for adding the various 
docs to the casefile for the original request – I’ll let you know if there are any queries. 
 
I think I have enough info to answer the first two points in Helen’s email below, but 
on the third when you have a chance can you send me copies of the emails where 
the Cab Sec was invited to each of the 3 matches covered by the request (4/11/23, 
17/12/23 and 20/4/24) that’d be helpful. I can work on the response to the other 2 
parts in the meantime. If you could get the emails to me by 6 Jan at the latest that’d 
be very helpful so I can get a draft response to the FOI Unit on time. 
 
Thanks in advance and hopefully you’ll both get a break over Xmas, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 December 2024 11:59 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For allocation – FOI - Review of 202400440060: Neil Gray’s visits to 
Hampden Park - 202400444808 
 
Thanks – let’s say 2.30 then. I’ll send a calendar request. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 December 2024 11:55 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For allocation – FOI - Review of 202400440060: Neil Gray’s visits to 
Hampden Park - 202400444808 
 
I need to leave around 1510 [redacted – personal information] but could do 1430 
 
[redacted – personal information]| Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland 
|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | 
Email: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 December 2024 11:52 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For allocation – FOI - Review of 202400440060: Neil Gray’s visits to 
Hampden Park - 202400444808 
 
Yes I can do this pm, after 2:30?  [30(b)(ii) free and frank exchange of views]  
 
[redacted – personal information].  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 December 2024 11:48 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: For allocation – FOI - Review of 202400440060: Neil Gray’s visits to 
Hampden Park - 202400444808 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], [redacted – personal information] 
 



I will be doing the review of this FOI. I’ve had a quick look at the original request and 
what was provided in response, but have you got time for a chat this pm to get me a 
bit more background? If not, I’m off on Monday, but could do Tuesday instead. 
 
Thanks. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information]Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and 
Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information] 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director of 
Population Health 
Sent: 13 December 2024 10:40 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal 
information]@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director of 
Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Freedom of Information 
<foi@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For allocation – FOI - Review of 202400440060: Neil Gray’s visits to 
Hampden Park - 202400444808 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], 
 
Cc as above for info / assisting as required 
 
Following on from the Teams exchanges with [redacted – personal information] and 
me, thank you for agreeing to take this review on. The request in full is at the bottom 
of the email trail. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information]  
 
Directorate Business Support Officer (Population Health Directorate) 
 
Pronouns: [redacted – personal information] | Directorate Support Unit | 
Directorate for Population Health | Scottish Government | 1ER, St Andrew’s House, 
Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | 
T: [redacted – personal information] E: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot  
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of 
Information 
Sent: 11 December 2024 15:45 



To: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>; Freedom of Information 
<foi@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: For allocation – FOI - Review of 202400440060: Neil Gray’s visits to 
Hampden Park - 202400444808 
 
Please see the attached request for a review of an FOI response issued by [redacted 
– personal information] (copied for awareness only).  
  
This review should be taken forward by an individual who wasn't involved with 
handling the original request but has a sufficient knowledge of the subject matter. 
This will typically be a senior official who has capacity to complete the review and 
report within the relevant period of 20 working days. Further guidance on FOI/EIR 
reviews is available here.  
  
I have registered the review under MiCase reference number: 202400444808 
(MiCase - View Case 444808) and the deadline for responding is 14/01/25.   
  
I will provide further case specific advice to the review once allocated.  
  
Can you please allocate this review and confirm who will lead on the case. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
FOI Advisor  
Freedom of Information Unit| Improving Public Engagement Division| Directorate for 
Communications and Ministerial Support| DG Corporate 
St Andrews House 
Scottish Government  
 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gmail.com>  
Sent: 11 December 2024 15:17 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOI REVIEW - GRAY 
 
Your Ref: 202400440060 
  
Dear Mr Foggo, 
  
Please would you review the Scottish Government’s response to my request for 
information? 
  
In particular, would you consider the following? 
  
The summaries of engagement at matches dated 4/11/23 and 20/4/24 have been 
provided but presented without context so it is unclear whether these were 



contemporaneous notes or written more recently. Could you provide the missing 
detail of when they were generated/written? 
  
Secondly, the summary of engagement for the match dated 17/12/23 has not been 
provided at all.  
From the absence of a Section 17 declaration, I infer that this document does exist. 
Mr Gray told Parliament in his ministerial statement of 14/11/24: “Summary notes are 
available and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority of the 
engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 4.23 
and 4.24 of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to Government 
business are appropriately recorded.” 
In providing this information, again, could you provide the context of when this 
summary was generated/written?  
 
Thirdly, while a broad description of the process by which ministers are invited to 
events was provided in the Scottish Government’s response letter, could you please 
send me all the correspondence evidencing how Mr Gray came to be invited on each 
of these occasions? This would be in accordance with my original request. 
  
Kind regards, 
[redacted – personal information] 
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 January 2025 10:00 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Scottish Cup Semi Finals 
 
And here’s the invitation for 20th April 24………. 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@scottishfa.co.uk>  
Sent: 11 April 2024 11:34 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Scottish Cup Semi Finals 
 
Dear [redacted – personal information] 
 
We have the Mens and Women’s Scottish Cup Finals (details below).    Do you know 
if anyone from the Government would wish to attend any of these?  
 
Scottish Gas Men’s Scottish Cup Semi Final 
Aberdeen FC v Celtic FC 
Saturday 20th April 
Hampden Park, Glasgow 
Kick-off 12:30pm 
 
Scottish Gas Men’s Scottish Cup Semi Final 
Rangers FC v Heart of Midlothian FC 
Sunday 21st April 
Hampden Park, Glasgow 
Kick-off 3pm 
 
Scottish Gas Women’s Scottish Cup Semi Final 
Rangers FC v Celtic FC 
Saturday 27th April 
Hampden Park, Glasgow 
Kick-off 12:15pm 
 
Scottish Gas Women’s Scottish Cup Semi Final 
The Spartans FC v Heart of Midlothian FC 
Sunday 28th April 
Hampden Park, Glasgow 
Kick-off 12.15 
 
 



[redacted – personal information] 
Head of Business Support 
Scottish Football Association 
 

    +44 141 616 [redacted – personal 
information] | [redacted – personal 
information] 

    [redacted – personal 
information]@scottishfa.co.uk 

    Hampden Park, Glasgow, G42 9AY, 
Scotland 

 

 
www.scottishfa.co.uk 
    

  
 

https://url6.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1rvII7-000987-4f&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1712933400%2F1rvII7-000987-4f%7Cin6c%7C57e1b682%7C23967487%7C9285907%7C66194B13046119B72A8D073D39DED934&o=%2Fphto%3A%2Fgtsplo.%2Fmasg%2FHmsvtzofVw2N&s=h_nJ5tVU_ePY24ksoDW6cUhzSQo
http://www.scottishfa.co.uk/
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From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 January 2025 10:05 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: INVITATION: Viaplay Cup Semi-Finals 2023/24 
 
I’m happy with your wording about the timing of the writing of the notes.  Proves 
there were done at the time(ish) rather than recently in response to the FOIs 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 January 2025 09:57 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: INVITATION: Viaplay Cup Semi-Finals 2023/24 
 
Thanks [redacted – personal information] 
 
Looks fine to release the 2 emails below with personal data redacted. I will start 
updating the response now. 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
Scottish Government  
GER, St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh 
Tel: [redacted – personal information]  
 
From: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 13 January 2025 09:52 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: INVITATION: Viaplay Cup Semi-Finals 2023/24 
 
Morning [redacted – personal information] 
 
Here’s the 4th November invite.   Checking for the other one just now. 
 
[redacted – personal information]. 
 
From: [redacted – personal information]  
Sent: 25 October 2023 12:20 
To: Viaplay Cup SF <invites@spfl.co.uk> 
Subject: RE: INVITATION: Viaplay Cup Semi-Finals 2023/24 
 
Hi [redacted – personal information], 
 



I’ve had responses from Ministers.  Ms Todd is grateful for the invitation but cannot 
make either date due to existing commitments.    
 
Mr Gray would be delighted to attend the Aberdeen Hibs game on 4th November, 
ideally with his son if that’s okay?  He’s 7.  I will be supporting him at that event.    
 
I’ll come back to you on FM.  He won’t be attending either semi but may be able to 
make the final. 
 
I’ll try to get through on the Sunday as well.   
 
If you could send passes (including parking passes if possible) for me to: [redacted – 
personal information].  I’ll confirm the address for Mr Gray’s passes shortly. 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Strategic Football Lead  
Active Scotland  
Scottish Government  
St Andrews House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh   
EH1 3DG 
Mob: [redacted – personal information] 
 
From: Viaplay Cup SF <invites@spfl.co.uk>  
Sent: 16 October 2023 17:37 
To: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot> 
Subject: INVITATION: Viaplay Cup Semi-Finals 2023/24 
Importance: Low 
 

 
 
Viaplay Cup Semi-Finals  
 
Saturday 4 November 2023 | kick-off 17:15 hrs  
HIBERNIAN V ABERDEEN 
Hampden Park, Glasgow  
---------------------------------------------------------------------  
Sunday 5 November 2023 | kick-off 15:00 hrs  
HEART OF MIDLOTHIAN V RANGERS 



Hampden Park, Glasgow  
 
 
Dear [redacted – personal information] 
 
I hope you’re well. 
 
I just wanted to touch base to advise that we are planning to issue the following 
invitations to the above semi final matches in early November: 
 

(1) Maree Todd MSP – invitation with a guest to both semi final matches 
(2) Neil Gray MSP – invitation with a guest to the Hibernian v Aberdeen semi final  
(3) Yourself – invitation to both semi final matches 
(4) We were planning on inviting the First Minister to the Final match on 17-Dec-

23 but are happy to take your guidance if you feel he would be interested in 
attending either or both of the semi final matches. 

 
For information, an informal buffet will be available in the President’s Lounge 
(formerly the Millennium Suite) from around 75 minutes before kick-off on each of the 
match dates.  Please also note that in the event of a draw after normal time, there 
will be extra time of 30 minutes (15 minutes each way) and thereafter, if necessary, 
penalty kicks.  
 
I’d appreciate if you could confirm whether I should go ahead and extend the 
invitations directly to Ms Todd, Mr Gray and yourself, or if you would rather establish 
their availability and let me know who will be in attendance.  If you could also confirm 
whether it is appropriate to invite the First Minister to the semi finals or just the Final, 
I’d be very grateful. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Best wishes 
[redacted – personal information] 
 

 

 
Please direct any enquiries to: invites@spfl.co.uk 
The Scottish Professional Football League Limited 
Hampden Park | Glasgow | G42 9DE | Registered in Scotland 
No 175364  
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[redacted – personal information]  
[redacted – personal information]@gmail.com 
 
 

Our Reference: 202400440060 
 
 
Dear [redacted – personal information], 

 
 
Thank you for your correspondence received on 11/12/2024. Your query will be passed to the relevant 
area for consideration and has been given a reference number of 202400444808. Please quote this 
number in all correspondence. The Scottish Government aim to respond, where necessary, as quickly 
as possible and within the stated timescale as indicated on our website (http://www.gov.scot/Contacts/). 

 
 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely MiCase 
Correspondence system for SG and partner agencies 
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[redacted – personal information]  
[redacted – personal information]@gmail.com 

 

Our Reference: 202400440060 
 
13 December 2024  

Dear [redacted – personal information] 

Thank you for your review request dated 11 December 2024 under the Freedom of Information 
(Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) where you asked the Scottish Government to clarify or provide further 
information regarding a number of points in relation to the original FOI response to you (reference 
202400440060) regarding the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care's attendance at three separate 
football matches. 

 
The Director of Population Health has asked me to carry out this FOI review as I was not involved in 
handling your original FOI request. We received your request for review on 11 December 2024 and will 
respond in accordance with FOISA as soon as possible, and not later than 14 January 2025. 

 
If you have any queries, please contact me quoting case number 202400444808.  
 
Yours sincerey  
 
 
 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
PHC : Organ and Blood Donation, Infected Blood and Abortion Policy 
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Population Health Directorate 
Public Health Capabilities Division 
 
 
 
E: [redacted – personal information]@gov.scot 
 
 


 

[redacted – personal information]By email - 
[redacted – personal information]@gmail.com  
 

 

___ 
 
Your ref:  
Our ref: 202400444808 
13 January 2025 
 
 
 
 
Dear [redacted – personal information], 
 
Further to my letter of 13 December 2024, I have now completed my review of our 
response to your request under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 
(FOISA) for: 
 
‘With regard to Neil Gray’s visits to Hampden Park, Glasgow, on 4/11/23, 17/12/23 
and 20/4/24 

9. All details and/or minutes of discussions he had during the visits regarding 
sport and/or investment. 

10. All details held regarding how Mr Gray’s visits were arranged and who 
accompanied him.’ 

 
I have concluded that the original decision should be confirmed, with modifications 
as set out below.  
 
I have looked into each of the three specific points you raised in your review request 
dated 11 December 2024 and can advise as follows: 
 
1) The summaries of engagement at matches dated 4/11/23 and 20/4/24 have 

been provided but presented without context so it is unclear whether these 
were contemporaneous notes or written more recently. Could you provide 
the missing detail of when they were generated/written? 



 
I have asked the official who wrote the notes of both meetings and they said that 
they thought they were written fairly soon after each of the two matches took place 
so they were certainly not written recently. I have confirmed that the note of the 
match on 4/11/2023 was saved in our records management system on 14 November 
2023 and the note from 20/4/2024 was saved on 17 July 2024, although in both 
cases it is understood that the note was probably drafted earlier, but only added to 
the records management system on those dates. 
  
2) Secondly, the summary of engagement for the match dated 17/12/23 has 

not been provided at all. From the absence of a Section 17 declaration, I 
infer that this document does exist. You noted in your email that Mr Gray told 
Parliament in his ministerial statement of 14/11/24: “Summary notes are available 
and set out the topics covered during discussions at the majority of the 
engagements that have been reported on. Those notes align with obligations 
4.23 and 4.24 of the ministerial code and ensure that discussions relating to 
Government business are appropriately recorded.” In providing this information, 
again, could you provide the context of when this summary was 
generated/written?  

 
I have checked and no minute or summary has been identified for the match on 17 
December 2023 as being held on our records management system. Officials aim to 
provide a short summary note of each sporting engagement, but not in all cases as it 
might not always be practical to do so, and in this case no note was produced. I 
apologise that this was not made clear in the original response to your request. 
Under section 17(1) of FOISA I can therefore confirm that this particular element of 
the information you requested is not held by the Scottish Government. 
 
3) Thirdly, while a broad description of the process by which ministers are 

invited to events was provided in the Scottish Government’s response 
letter, could you please send me all the correspondence evidencing how Mr 
Gray came to be invited on each of these occasions? This would be in 
accordance with my original request. 

 
I have been able to locate some additional email correspondence in relation to these 
three matches, which indicates how Mr Gray was invited to attend those events. This 
is provided at Annex A. However, while we aim to provide information wherever 
possible, I have redacted some information from the emails in Annex A where it 
relates to names, email addresses and phone numbers of staff below senior civil 
service level. This information is exempt from release under section 38(1)(b) of 
FOISA because it is personal data and its release would contravene data protection 
legislation. This particular exemption is not subject to the public interest test. 
 
I hope this response helps clarify the points you raised. If you are unhappy with the 
outcome of this review you have the right to appeal to the Scottish Information 
Commissioner about our decision within 6 months of receiving this letter. Information 
on how to make an appeal, along with an application form, is available on the 
Commissioner’s website at:  
https://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/appealingt
oCommissioner.aspx.  



 
You can also contact the Commissioner at: 
The Scottish Information Commissioner  
Kinburn Castle  
Doubledykes Road  
St Andrews  
Fife 
 
 KY16 9DS 
E-mail: enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info  
Telephone: 01334 464610  
 
Should you then wish to appeal against the Commissioner's decision, there is a right 
of appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
[redacted – personal information] 
Public Health Capabilities Division 



ANNEX A 
 
Additional information for release 
 
From: [redacted – personal data] 
Sent: 25 October 2023 12:20 
To: Viaplay Cup SF <invites@spfl.co.uk> 
Subject: RE: INVITATION: Viaplay Cup Semi-Finals 2023/24 
 
Hi [redacted – personal data], 
 
I’ve had responses from Ministers.  Ms Todd is grateful for the invitation but cannot 
make either date due to existing commitments.    
 
Mr Gray would be delighted to attend the Aberdeen Hibs game on 4th November, 
ideally with [redacted – personal data] if that’s okay?  [redacted – personal 
data].  I will be supporting him at that event.    
 
I’ll come back to you on FM.  He won’t be attending either semi but may be able to 
make the final. 
 
I’ll try to get through on the Sunday as well.   
 
If you could send passes (including parking passes if possible) for me to: [redacted 
– personal data].  I’ll confirm the address for Mr Gray’s passes shortly. 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted – personal data] 
 
[redacted – personal data] 
Strategic Football Lead  
Active Scotland  
Scottish Government  
St Andrews House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh   
EH1 3DG 
Mob: [redacted – personal data] 
 
 
From: Viaplay Cup SF <invites@spfl.co.uk>  
Sent: 16 October 2023 17:37 
To: [redacted – personal data]@gov.scot> 
Subject: INVITATION: Viaplay Cup Semi-Finals 2023/24 
Importance: Low 
 



 
 
Viaplay Cup Semi-Finals  
 
Saturday 4 November 2023 | kick-off 17:15 hrs  
HIBERNIAN V ABERDEEN 
Hampden Park, Glasgow  
---------------------------------------------------------------------  
Sunday 5 November 2023 | kick-off 15:00 hrs  
HEART OF MIDLOTHIAN V RANGERS 
Hampden Park, Glasgow  
 
 
Dear [redacted – personal data] 
 
I hope you’re well. 
 
I just wanted to touch base to advise that we are planning to issue the following 
invitations to the above semi final matches in early November: 
 

(5) Maree Todd MSP – invitation with a guest to both semi final matches 
(6) Neil Gray MSP – invitation with a guest to the Hibernian v Aberdeen semi final  
(7) Yourself – invitation to both semi final matches 
(8) We were planning on inviting the First Minister to the Final match on 17-Dec-

23 but are happy to take your guidance if you feel he would be interested in 
attending either or both of the semi final matches. 

 
For information, an informal buffet will be available in the President’s Lounge 
(formerly the Millennium Suite) from around 75 minutes before kick-off on each of the 
match dates.  Please also note that in the event of a draw after normal time, there 
will be extra time of 30 minutes (15 minutes each way) and thereafter, if necessary, 
penalty kicks.  
 
I’d appreciate if you could confirm whether I should go ahead and extend the 
invitations directly to Ms Todd, Mr Gray and yourself, or if you would rather establish 
their availability and let me know who will be in attendance.  If you could also confirm 
whether it is appropriate to invite the First Minister to the semi finals or just the Final, 
I’d be very grateful. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Best wishes 
[redacted – personal data] 
 



 

 
Please direct any enquiries to: invites@spfl.co.uk 
The Scottish Professional Football League Limited 
Hampden Park | Glasgow | G42 9DE | Registered in Scotland 
No 175364  

 
 
From: [redacted – personal data]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 2:08 PM 
To: [redacted – personal data]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & 
Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing & 
Sport <MinisterSCMWS@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – personal data]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal data] 
<[redacted – personal data]@gov.scot>; Communications FM and DFM - SG 
<CommunicationsFMandDFM-SG@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh 
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: INVITATION | Viaplay Cup Final | Sunday 17 December 2023 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
FM is happy to decline and SpAds have advised Mr Gray should undertake if he has 
the diary capacity.  
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted – personal data] 
 
[redacted – personal data] 
Diary Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [redacted – 
personal data] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, 
including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the 
Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 
2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [redacted – personal data]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 22, 2023 11:16 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing 
Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; Minister for Social 
Care, Mental Wellbeing & Sport <MinisterSCMWS@gov.scot> 



Cc: [redacted – personal data]@gov.scot>; [redacted – personal data] 
@gov.scot>; Communications FM and DFM - SG <CommunicationsFMandDFM-
SG@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: INVITATION | Viaplay Cup Final | Sunday 17 December 2023 
 
PS/First Minister 
PS/Cab Sec for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy 
PS/Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 
 
The SPFL has invited Ministers to the Viaplay Cup (League Cup) Final, between 
Rangers and Aberdeen, at Hampden on Sunday 17th December at 3pm.   
 
Role: Pre-match informal engagement with football authorities and invited guests 
(guest list tbc) from 1:30pm before watching the game with the SFA President and 
other guests from the Directors Box 
 
Timing:  Hospitality from 1:30pm.  Kick off 3pm.  Match ends 4:45pm (assuming the 
result is not a draw, in which case extra time and possibly penalties would be 
required).  Departure any time post-match but there will be severe congestion 
around Hampden for a good 45 minutes post-match  
 
Media coverage: There will likely be significant media coverage of the game but the 
SFA President’s function is a private event 
 
Background: Ministers are regularly invited to key football matches.  We have a 
positive and collaborative relationship with the football authorities with whom we 
work to deliver on a wide range of government priorities across multiple portfolios 
and this is a useful opportunity to engage with them.   
 
There is no need for all 3 Ministers to attend.  We would recommend that the 
attendance of one Minister would be sufficient, although if two wished to go we can 
certainly make those arrangements.   
 
[redacted – personal data] 
Strategic Football Lead  
Active Scotland  
Scottish Government  
St Andrew’s House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh   
EH1 3DG 
Mob: [redacted – personal data] 
 
From: Viaplay Cup Final <invites@spfl.co.uk>  
Sent: 16 November 2023 18:38 
To: [redacted – personal data]@gov.scot> 
Subject: INVITATION | Viaplay Cup Final | Sunday 17 December 2023 
 



 
 
Hi [redacted – personal data] 
 
We are looking to invite the following to our Cup Final in December: 
 

(1) First Minister + guest 
(2) Maree Todd MSP + guest 
(3) Neil Gray MSP + guest 
(4) [redacted – personal data] 

 
For information, the day will commence with a drinks reception and informal buffet 
from 1:30pm in the President’s Lounge (formerly the Millennium Suite), and the 
match will kick-off at 3:00pm.  Please note that in the event of a draw after normal 
time, there will be extra time of 30 minutes (15 minutes each way) and thereafter, if 
necessary, penalty kicks. 
 
I’d appreciate if you could establish who, if anyone, might be interested in 
attending?   
 
Thanks - [redacted – personal data] 
 

 

 
Please direct any enquiries to: invites@spfl.co.uk 
The Scottish Professional Football League Limited 
Hampden Park | Glasgow | G42 9DE | Registered in Scotland 
No 175364  

 



From: [redacted – personal data]@scottishfa.co.uk>  
Sent: 11 April 2024 11:34 
To: [redacted – personal data]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Scottish Cup Semi Finals 
 
Dear [redacted – personal data] 
 
We have the Mens and Women’s Scottish Cup Finals (details below).    Do you know 
if anyone from the Government would wish to attend any of these?  
 
Scottish Gas Men’s Scottish Cup Semi Final 
Aberdeen FC v Celtic FC 
Saturday 20th April 
Hampden Park, Glasgow 
Kick-off 12:30pm 
 
Scottish Gas Men’s Scottish Cup Semi Final 
Rangers FC v Heart of Midlothian FC 
Sunday 21st April 
Hampden Park, Glasgow 
Kick-off 3pm 
 
Scottish Gas Women’s Scottish Cup Semi Final 
Rangers FC v Celtic FC 
Saturday 27th April 
Hampden Park, Glasgow 
Kick-off 12:15pm 
 
Scottish Gas Women’s Scottish Cup Semi Final 
The Spartans FC v Heart of Midlothian FC 
Sunday 28th April 
Hampden Park, Glasgow 
Kick-off 12.15 
 
 
[redacted – personal data] 
Head of Business Support 
Scottish Football Association 
 

    +44 [redacted – personal data] | 
[redacted – personal data] 

    [redacted – personal 
data]@scottishfa.co.uk 

    Hampden Park, Glasgow, G42 9AY, 
Scotland 

 

 
www.scottishfa.co.uk 
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