
Digest of information for disclosure 
 
Document 1 
 
1.1.1 Enforcement of Zones 
 
Police Scotland are responsible for the enforcement of firework control zones. The 
revised financial memorandum for the Act estimates the estimated cost to Police 
Scotland of enforcing firework control zones. It sets out that in the first year of 
operation, the potential costs for Police Scotland are a minimum of £47,334, for 
lower police numbers, number of zones and local authorities using zones, and the 
maximum estimate is £140,537. In future years of operation, it is predicted that the 
potential costs are between £20,286 (low estimate) to £78,701 (high estimate). 
 
[redacted – s29(1)(a) and s31(b)(ii)] 
 
Document 2 
 
Q. How will firework control zones be policed? 
 
A. Police Scotland will have responsibility for enforcing the illegal use of fireworks in a 
control zone by those who are not exempt. 
 
The guidance for local authorities emphasises the importance of engaging with local 
Police at the formative stages of considering a control zone to understand if this is the 
optimum approach to take to seek to address firework issues in an area.  Police 
Scotland were part of the Firework Control Zones Working Group, and the 
enforcement of control zones has been a key consideration throughout the process of 
developing the guidance. 
 
Ultimately it will be an operational matter for Police Scotland to determine the most 
appropriate and proportionate response.   
 
Document 3 
 
Q: Regarding the police enforcement of firework control zones – given their 
call handling grading systems, it is likely that calls about an offence in a 
control zone would be subject to a later visit from the police, and evidence 
would be lost. Have the Scottish Government spoken to the police about this? 
 
A: Enforcement of firework control zones is an operational matter for Police 
Scotland. We have engaged extensively with Police Scotland throughout the 
development of the legislation, and they were a member of the working group who 
developed the guidance for local authorities. The police have been supportive of the 
measures within the Fireworks and Pyrotechnic Articles (Scotland) Act 2022, and 
have highlighted that partnership working throughout the process of considering, 
consulting on, and designating of a firework control zone should ensure that any 
resulting firework control zone has considered the operational decisions required for 
enforcement.  
 

https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/s6-bills/fireworks-and-pyrotechnic-articles-scotland-bill/stage-2/revised-financial-memorandum.pdf


Document 4 
 
Q. How can we expect the Police to enforce these Zones?  
 
A. We have engaged extensively with Police Scotland on Firework Control Zones, 
both as the Bill for the Act was developed, and as we move forward with 
implementation. Police Scotland supported the Act, as passed, at Stage 3 and are 
heavily involved in the Firework Control Zones Working Group which is taking 
forward the development of the guidance. 
 
Details specific to the enforcement of firework control zones are an operational 
matter for Police Scotland, they will determine the most appropriate and 
proportionate response to enforce any Zones which are designated. 
 
Document 5  
 
[redacted – s29(1)(a) and s31(b)(ii)] 
 
Document 6 
 
Overview of the Firework Control Zones Working Group (Page 5) 
 

• The overview of the working group provides a factual overview of the 
membership of the group, as well as details of its remit, purpose, and operation. 
This includes the dates that the group was active, and details of the co-design 
process which produced the final guidance document.  

 
Part 2: Firework Control Zones Overview (pages 9-13) 
 

• The key provisions of the 2022 Act that explain what Firework Control Zones are 
and how they are enforced are discussed. In this section a number of key policy 
considerations are also stressed. In particular it is made clear that:  

o Firework Control Zones should not be regarded as a catch-all solution to 
deal with issues involving fireworks. Alternative approaches should be 
considered and these are discussed more fully in Part 6. 

o Local authorities should ensure that a partnership approach is taken at the 
outset to considering and developing the proposal to designate, amend, or 
revoke a firework control zone.  

o Local authorities should involve local police and other local partners at the 
formative stages of considering a firework control zone to ensure any zone 
that comes to be designated is enforceable.  

 
Document 7  
 
Q. How will they be policed? 

• Police Scotland will have responsibility for enforcing the use of fireworks by 
those who are not exempt. 

• It will be an operational matter for Police Scotland to determine the most 
appropriate and proportionate response to enforcement.   

 


