ANNEX A: REASONS FOR NOT PROVIDING INFORMATION
Part1

The Scottish Government does not hold the information requested

The Scottish Government does not have the information you have asked for because
it does not exist — there are no copies of reports which the Cabinet Secretary for
Finance and Local Government has declined to publish, and therefore no
communications about this.

As such, | hereby provide you with formal notice under section 17(1) of FOISA that
the Scottish Government does not have the information you have requested.

Part 2

An exemption applies

An exemption under section 38(1)b of FOISA applies to some of the information you
have requested. This is because it includes personal data of people working for the
Scottish Government and the media organisations who placed the requests.

This exemption is not subject to the ‘public interest test’, so we are not required to
consider if the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public
interest in applying the exemption.



