
Briefing Extract Alan Cumming. 

This extract is used in two briefings no other aspect of these briefings are within the 
scope of this request. Therefore, I have provided you with the relevant extract.   

Firstly, this extract was provided within the attachment of an email on 19 December 
2024. The attachment is a draft briefing for the Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, 
External Affairs and Culture regarding independent cinemas in Scotland.    

Secondly this information is held in the Screen and Broadcasting core brief, a document 
updated by staff containing recent updates on the industry.  

On 3 September 2024, RSS launched their public fundraising campaign, fronted by 
Alan Cumming and Tide Lines, with the aim to raise £100,000. As of 3 December, the 
campaign has raised over £30,000. RSS have made it clear that they will continue to 
press the Scottish Government to provide funding for a new service, noting on the 
Crowdfunding page that one of the aims of the fundraiser is to ‘prove to the Scottish 
Government, and other funders, the value of the service and the need for their 
contribution’. 



From: redacted under S.38(1)(b) 
Sent: 19 December 2024 10:28 
To: Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; some Scottish Government staff names 
and emails have been redacted under S.38(1)(b) 
Subject: RE: For Action: Guestlist - Culture event at Bute House  

 

Here are a couple of open letters that went out around the time of the Open Fund issue 
that might be useful: 

 

Urgent Call to Action: Sign Our Open Letter to the Scottish Government on Cultural 
Funding Crisis - Scottish Music Industry Association 

Open Letter about ending of support to individual artists - Dance Base 

 

Some names from these and other suggestions that jump out at me include: 

 

Alex Kapronos 

Julie Fowlis 

Charlie Reid 

Paolo Nutini 

Phil Cunnigham 

Shirley Manson 

Alan Cumming 

Sam Heughan 

Christopher Brookmyre 

Louise Welch 

Brian Cox 

Jack Lowden 

 

We need 6 to prioritise and a reserve list 

 

https://www.smia.org.uk/cultural-funding-crisis/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Music%20Industry%20Association,Access%20to%20Making%20Music%20and
https://www.smia.org.uk/cultural-funding-crisis/#:~:text=The%20Scottish%20Music%20Industry%20Association,Access%20to%20Making%20Music%20and
https://www.dancebase.co.uk/open-letter-to-first-minister-john-swinney-deputy-first-minister-kate-forbes-cabinet-secretary-for-the-constitution-external-affairs-culture-angus-robertson/


 

 

Previous emails in this chain are out of scope of the request as they do not mention 
Alan Cumming. They relate to who the First Minister may want to invite to an 
industry dinner taking place on 6 January 2025. 

 

 



  

 

  
  

The Rt. Hon. John Swinney MSP,  
First Minister of Scotland  requests 
the pleasure of your company  at a 
dinner for Scotland’s culture sector  

at Bute House, 6 Charlotte Square, Edinburgh   on 
Monday 6th of January 2025  

  
18:30 – 20:30          Please bring this card with you along with                        RSVP   
Business Attire        one form of photographic ID                         by 27 December  
                                                                                                                         Details Overleaf   



  

  

Please RSVP to:  
Email: redacted under S.38(1)(b) 

  

It is the practice of the Scottish Government to routinely publish the names of guests who 
have accepted an invitation to attend events hosted by Scottish Ministers.  

  
The Scottish Government may carry out photography and filming to record and document this 

event. Images and footage may be stored for future use in our social media, websites, and official 
publications. This content may also be shared with third parties e.g. social media outlets and the 

local press. Our use of this data is in strict accordance with data protection laws.  
  

Please advise us if you have any food allergies, religious requirements  or 
if you require assisted access.  



  



From: redacted S.38(1)(b) 
Sent: 21 December 2024 00:13 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Invitation from the First Minister 

 

Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)], 

 

Alan sends his thanks for the invitation, but he will need to sadly pass as he'll be in the 
US for another obligation on the same date.  

 

Happy Holidays! 

 

Sincerely, 

redacted S.38(1)(b) 

Personal Assistant to Alan Cumming 

 

 

On Fri, Dec 20, 2024 at 12:13 PM wrote: 

Dear Alan and Guest, 

Please see attached invitation from Rt Hon John Swinney, First Minister of Scotland. 

Best wishes, 

redacted S.38(1)(b) 

Deputy Private Secretary/Diary Manager to the First Minister 

Office of the First Minister 

5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

Email: FirstMinister@gov.scot 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on 
behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a 
note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

mailto:FirstMinister@gov.scot


Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 

 

**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely for 
the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying or 
distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended 
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform the 
sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in order 
to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. The views 
or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those of the 
Scottish Government. 

********************************************************************** 

 

http://www.lobbying.scot/


From: redacted under S.38(1)(b) 
Sent: 21 November 2024 14:59 
To: redacted under S.38(1)(b) 
Cc: redacted under S.38(1)(b) 
Subject: FW: Two questions from Scottish Government 

 

Hi both,  

 

To see. Someone should probably follow up with Pitlochry to try and arrange for Mr R to 
meet with Alan Cumming when he is there in Feb. 

 

H 

 

redacted under S.38(1)(b) l Team Leader Creative Scotland & Performing Arts l Cultural 
Access & Organisations Division l Scottish Government l redacted under S.38(1)(b) 

 

 

Previous email out of scope - not within timeframe.  
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