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The Scottish Parliament
Parlamaid na h-Alba

Brian Whittle MSP
Member of the Scottish Parliament for South Scotland Region

Mairi Gougeon MSP

Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands
The Scottish Government

Edinburgh

By Email - CabSecforRALRI@gov.scot

23" May 2024
Dear Cabinet Secretary,
I am writing to you regarding concerns brought to my attention by my constituents.

It is my understanding that you met with the community surrounding the East Nethershields Farm
property, which is currently undertaking the process to apply for woodland creation under the
Forestry Grant Scheme, on the 5% of September 2023. From my conversations with them, |
understand that the course of action agreed was for a meeting with Scottish Forestry to be
facilitated to discuss the issues raised, of which you were particularly concerned with the
community’s loss of trust in Scottish Forestry as a regulatory body.

| am concerned that following this meeting, the course of action proposed has not occurred. | am,
therefore, with and on behalf of my constituents, requesting a meeting with you (or a
representative from your office) and the relevant representatives at Scottish Forestry, which |
understand to be Brendan Callaghan and Keith Wishart.

| feel strongly that it is important to establish trust in the Scottish government regulatory bodies
and their processes by re-opening a respectful dialog. | would be more than happy to chair the
meeting.

| understand your office has already spent a significant amount of time looking into the issues

raised and | would appreciate your guidance moving forward so that this case can be resolved.

Yours sincerely,

Brian Whittle MSP
South Scotland Region

M3.19, The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP
Brian.Whittle. MSP @parliament.scot
0131 348 5623
Bl @BrianwhitleMsP ¥  @BrianWhittle
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Note of meeting between Cab Sec RALRI, Mairi McAllan MSP and local
constituents

Date : 5 September 2023 Location: Virtual — Teams

Subject : East Nethershields — Woodland Creation Scheme : To hear about the
concerns of the local community in relation to the proposed woodland creation
scheme and associated application process. The proposal was still under
development at the time of the meeting and no formal application had been
submitted to Scottish Forestry

Attendees : Mairi Gougeon MSP, Mairi McAllan MSP (constituency MSP)
I B o Bl - constituents and local residents
e Brendan Callaghan, Keith Wishart — Scottish Forestry

Matters covered:

Local residents gave a PowerPoint presentation providing an overview of the
location, historical land use, case history and the woodland creation application
process. This outlined their concerns about the proposed scheme, how the process
had been carried out so far, and the potential for significant environmental impacts.

They highlighted actions and outcomes they were seeking. These included a
moratorium on planting farmland of the grade at East Nethershields, requests for
further engagement, ensuring that the issues log approach was followed properly
and that all the evidence and case documents were shared with interested parties to
enable robust consideration and review.

The presentation took up most of the meeting and there wasn’t time for discussion
of the points raised. In the time available officials and Cab Sec confirmed that
Scottish Forestry would ensure that any application received careful and thorough
assessment, including checking that the concerns raised by the community had been
properly taken into account and that the woodland creation process, including
community engagement, was being properly followed.

It was confirmed that the potential impact on agricultural land in the local area would
be investigated as part of the process.

Officials advised that there would also be an opportunity to make representations on
any FGS application prior to any decision being made on the case. This would be
through the Scottish Forestry Public Register consultation process.
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