Document 1- Briefing Pack for Dr Allan at Genesis Scottish Open

What

A visit to the Genesis Scottish Open to meet key stakeholders and experience
the delivery of this world-class event, with particular focus on sustainability.

Where

The Renaissance Club, Cowden Hill Dr, North Berwick, EH39 5HS.

When

14:00-16:00, Sunday 14 July 2024.

Key
message(s)

e Scotland is the home of golf and the perfect stage for major events, and as
such we are delighted to play host to all five major golfing events that can
be staged in the UK in 2024, including the Genesis Scottish Open.

¢ We want to continue to grow and strengthen the Scottish Open as a leading
event in the golf calendar.

e It can be challenging for major events to be sustainable, and | therefore
commend Genesis Scottish Open organisers for the actions taken to
mitigate environmental impacts, and encourage you to retain this focus.

Who

The key people you will meet are:

¢ Rory Colville, Championship Director — Genesis Scottish Open, DP World
Tour

e Maria Grandinetti Milton, Head of Sustainability for the DP World Tour

e Alan Grant, Director for Partnerships and Engagement of GEO Foundation

e Paul Bush, Director of Events for VisitScotland

Why

e An opportunity to support this event as The Scottish Government is one of
the main funders.

¢ An opportunity to learn about the event’s sustainability initiatives and
acknowledge the efforts of organisers and partners.

Supporting
official

Redacted section 38(1)(b), Major Events Team, Redacted section 38(1)(b)
(Redacted section 38(1)(b) — EventScotland, PR and Media Manager)

Briefing
contents

Annex A: Event programme

Annex B: Biographies

Annex C: Top lines / Summary of Summer of Golf Events

Annex D: Genesis Scottish Open briefing

Annex E: Background briefing — Scotland’s portfolio of golf events
Annex F: DP World Tour Sustainability Commitments

Annex G: GEO Foundation for Sustainable Golf

Media

No direct on-site comms opportunities but recommend Tweeting about visit.

Social media

The most appropriate one is #GenesisScottishOpen but consideration is being
given to establishing a SummerOfGolf hashtag. Officials will advise shortly.

Dress code Smart casual (eg, chinos and shirt) or golf clothing is recommended, but
business dress is an option (although stakeholders tend to be in golf attire).
The weather forecast to be dry, although not particularly warm. It may be wet
underfoot so waterproof shoes are recommended.

Greeting You will be met on arrival, at the Clubhouse where the Ministerial car will be

party/meeting | able to park, by:Redacted section 38(1)(b) — Major Events Team

point

Entrance for The Ministerial car registration will be given to organisers in advance. The car

ministerial should proceed through security checks and park directly outside the




car and
parking

clubhouse. The route to the clubhouse is signposted and marshals will assist
with any issues.

ANNEX A

PROGRAMME

A proposed programme is below. There is flexibility across all timings, to fit your
requirements/interests.

14:00 — Arrive at clubhouse to be met by Redacted section 38(1)(b), Major Events

Division.

14:05 — Walk to hospitality area to meet with Paul Bush, Director of Events at
VisitScotland.

14:20 — Tour of site, with particular focus on sustainability initiatives.

15:00 — Return to hospitality to speak to Alan Grant, GEO Foundation Director of
Partnerships and Engagement and Maria Grandinetti Milton, Head of Sustainability
for the DP World Tour.

15:40 — Watch golf from balcony in hospitality.

16:00 — Minister departs.




ANNEX B
BIOGRAPHIES
Below is information on the key people you will meet.
Rory Colville, Championship Director — Genesis Scottish Open, DP World Tour

Rory has been a Championship Director with the DP World Tour (formerly the
European Tour) since January 2015. He was previously an Assistant Championship
Director. Rory is experienced in delivery of the Genesis Scottish Open, and has
overseen the enhancement of the tournament, first as one of eight prestigious Rolex
Series events on the European Tour and now as the first co-sanctioned event
between the PGA Tour of America and the DP World Tour.

Alan Grant, Director for Partnerships and Engagement of the GEO Foundation

Alan became Director of Partnerships and Engagement for the GEO Foundation in
October 2023. Prior to undertaking this role, he was Senior Golf Manager at
EventScotland from 2014, taking on responsibility for the portfolio of supported golf
events including the inaugural European Golf Championships, 2019 Solheim Cup
and the organisation’s consumer and trade golf marketing activity.

Maria Grandinetti Milton, Head of Sustainability for the DP World Tour

With over 10 years in the Sports Marketing and Commercial industry across rugby
and golf, Maria’s focus shifted to sustainability in the world of sport in 2021. Her role
with the DP World Tour involves implementing sustainable initiatives to reduce
carbon emissions and promote eco-friendly practices. Under her leadership, the DP
World Tour Championship has become more environmentally conscious.

Paul Bush OBE Director of Events, VisitScotland

Prior to joining EventScotland in 2003, Paul was Chef De Mission for The Scottish
Commonwealth Games team where he managed Scotland’s most successful ever
Commonwealth Games team of 245 athletes and officials who secured 29

medals. He was awarded an OBE in the 2007 Queen’s New Year Honours List for
Services to Commonwealth Sport. In 2015 he was appointed Chairman of
Commonwealth Games Scotland.



ANNEX C
TOP LINES

e Scotland is gearing up for an exceptional summer of golf as it proudly hosts five
high profile tournaments across the men’s and women’s game.

e The Scottish Government recognises the importance of golf and golf events to
Scotland, and the benefits golf events bring, including the Genesis Scottish
Open. That is why the Scottish Government and VisitScotland have a long-
standing track record of support for golf event and why the Scottish Government
provides direct funding, including £1.8 million per year for the Scottish Open.

e We are delighted that the Scottish Open is a co-sanctioned event between the
DP World Tour in Europe and the PGA Tour of America. We are grateful for the
sponsorship of Genesis and the partnership working of the PGA Tour and the DP
World Tour to enable this to happen.

e It is positive that sustainability is a key consideration of the Genesis Scottish
Open, with many positive initiatives and projects being delivered. It is important
that climate change and sustainability are key factors in the organisation of
sporting major events going forward.

2024 SUMMER OF GOLF EVENTS
Below are Scotland’s summer golf events with Scottish Government and

VisitScotland funding noted. Please note that the funding associated with R&A is not
yet in the public domain and therefore should not be referenced:

e Scottish Open, 11-14 July, The Renaissance Club, East Lothian. Scottish
Government funding of £1.8 million per year Section 33(1)(b)

e The Open, 18-21 July, Troon, South Ayrshire. Renewed agreement, beginning
this financial year, 11 years in total, Section 33(1)(b). Agreement covers The
Open, the Senior Open and the Women’s Open.

e Senior Open, 25-28 July, Carnoustie, Angus. Funding as for The Open, above.

e Women’s Scottish Open, 15-18 August, Dundonald Links, North Ayrshire.
Section 33(1)(b)

e AIG Women’s Open, 22-25 August, St Andrews, Fife. Funding as for The Open.

For information and in case you are asked in conversation, here is the current
position regarding Ministerial attendance at golf and related engagements.

e You are attending the Genesis Scottish Open on Sunday 14 July.
e The DFM is attending The 152" Open on Thursday 18t July.
e Mr Gray is attending The 152" Open on Sunday 21 July.

Further engagement is ongoing to secure Ministerial support across the other
events.



ANNEX D
GENESIS SCOTTISH OPEN BRIEFING

The Genesis Scottish Open is one of the most prestigious events on the men’s
European professional golf tour. It is played in Scotland annually, in the coveted slot
the week before The Open. This slot helps ensure a high-class field of players, with
top stars preparing for The Open the following week on a course that provides
similar conditions.

Since 2017, the Scottish Open has been one of the eight elite ‘Rolex Series’ events
— meaning an elevated status, significant prize money and attracting high profile
players. In 2022 the event became a co-sanctioned event between the DP World
Tour and PGA Tour of America securing a nearly even split of PGA and DP World
Tour pros competing at Renaissance Club.

VisitScotland and the Scottish Government have long-standing relationships with the
event. Since 2021, the Scottish Government has provided £1.8 million annually in
funding through VisitScotland’s Events Directorate. Section 33(1)(b)

The Scottish Government’s funding, and VisitScotland’s ongoing relationship with the
European Tour Group, is specific to growing the profile and success of the Scottish
Open. The support is associated with growing Scotland’s tourism and events
economy by delivering positive economic, environmental and social impacts.

2022 was the first year of a new title sponsorship agreement from South Korean
luxury car company, Genesis. Their agreement extends for five years (through 2026)
and is the first venture into European markets for the company. In 2023 they opened
a Genesis showroom in Edinburgh.

The Renaissance Club in East Lothian has been the venue for the event since 2019.
It offers the right combination of exceptional facilities for players and a challenging
course that prepares them for The Open.

As well as significant print and digital coverage of the event, international profile is
being given to Scotland through the tournament being shown live across the world,
with over 600 hours of coverage across more than 25 territories. Particularly
important is the on-network television coverage in the United States with broadcast
expected on the Golf Channel and CBS.

A world-class field is set to assemble for 2024, including defending champion Rory
Mcllroy, home favourite and recent PGA Tour winner Robert Macintyre, and 2022
champion and newly-crowned US PGA Championship winner Xander Schauffele.



ANNEX E
BACKGROUND BRIEFING — SCOTLAND’S PORTFOLIO OF GOLF EVENTS
Overview

Scotland is known across the world as the home of golf. We have 594 courses, from
championship venues with a worldwide reputation to hidden gems. In 2022, Scotland
was awarded ‘Best Golf Destination in the World’ at the World Golf Awards.

Scotland’s portfolio of golf events brings great value to the country. The economic
value of tourism for the Scottish Economy is around £300m, around 5000 jobs and
approximately £150m in GVA. The Open brings direct economic benefit of at least
£60m each time it is held in Scotland, and usually significantly more. The most
recent hosting at St Andrews in 2022, which was the 150" Open, generated £300m
of total economic benefit, comprising £106m of direct economic benefit to Scotland
and £201m of destination marketing benefit. Each Scottish Open generates around
£5m in direct economic benefit.

Our golf events also support charitable causes, engage communities and young
people, seek to increase participation in sport and increase general wellbeing, and
can advocate for policy priorities including environmental issues.

Highlights in the past decade

The last decade has been exceptional for Scotland in terms of golf events, as

illustrated by the list of highlights below:

e Hosted a hugely successful Ryder Cup in 2014, attended by around 250,000
people and generating an estimated £106m for the Scottish economy.

e Hosted the best Solheim Cup to date in 2019, attended by around 90,000 people
across event week.

e The historic 150th Open Championships at St Andrews attracted a record
290,000 fans, surpassing the previous high mark of 239,000 set at the same
venue in 2000.

e VisitScotland is an Associate of The Open, the only tourism destination to be able
to claim such an association, working with The R&A to ensure that Scotland is
promoted as ‘The Home of Golf’ wherever it is played. This association ensures
both the Men’s and Women’s Open are regularly held in Scotland.

e Over the last ten years, The Open has been held at St Andrews (2015), Troon
(2016, Carnoustie (2018) and St Andrews 2022.

e Over the last ten years, the AIG Women’s Open has been held at Turnberry
(2015), Kingsbarns (2017), Royal Troon (2020) and Muirfield (2022).

e The scale and reputation of both the men’s and women’s Scottish Opens has
been significantly enhanced.

¢ Hosted the 2018 European Championships golf event — the first mixed gender
team event in golf.

e Used our sponsorship status for the Scottish Open and Women’s Scottish Open
to deliver a range of firsts and policy initiatives, including in 2019 the first ever
European Disabled Golf Association (EDGA) Scottish Open played on the same
weekend and at the same course as the full men’s event.

6



ANNEX F
DP WORLD TOUR SUSTAINABILITY COMMITMENT

The DP World Tour is the men’s European professional golf tour, run by the
European Tour Group. It operates events in Europe and beyond. ‘Green Drive’ is the
Tour’s programme to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2040 and become a
respected sustainability showcase that can deliver net positive impacts on the
courses, countries and communities visited each season.

The Green Drive strategy was launched in June 2021. A subsequent update to the
strategy was issued in October 2022, announcing the Tour’s signature to the United
Nations Sports for Climate Action pledge with the aim to reach Net Zero by 2040.

This resulted in an increased drive to reduce carbon emissions, and at selected
events has been credibly offset via the Gold Standard. Some of the key areas for
consideration and targets are: locally sourced suppliers; cleaner energy to power
events and cleaner transportation; zero waste to landfill; and free drinking water for
all, reducing single use plastics at events.

Sustainability at the 2024 Genesis Scottish Open

Green Drive initiatives at the Genesis Scottish Open include:

All unavoidable emissions offset via the Gold Standard.

Water refill stations in the spectator village and mains piped across all 18 holes.
Food locally sourced within 50 miles, reducing hauling and freight emissions.
Genesis electric fleet (last year 10,000 miles driven in EVs saving 32tC02e).
HVO Biofuel used, saving 90% emissions with increased mains electricity used.
Zero waste to landfill with increased waste separation focus on site.

Food recycling via East Lothian Food Bank.

Focused reduction in raw materials — including plywood and PVC.

Public catering — biodegradable cups, wooden cutlery. Vegan and vegetarian
options.

The sustainability activities taken forward by the DP World Tour and specifically at
the Genesis Scottish Open are impressive and to be welcomed, given that it is often
challenging for events to operate sustainably, because of their nature (with
competitors and teams moving internationally) and budget pressures.



ANNEX G
GEO FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE GOLF

GEO Foundation for Sustainable Golf is an international not-for-profit organisation,
founded in 2006 to help inspire, support, and reward credible sustainability action
and to strengthen and promote golf’s social and environmental value.

Based in North Berwick, but working globally, the Foundation works across golf and
with the wider sustainability movement to build a community and provide strategy,
solutions and credible recognition to all levels of the game from facilities to national
federations to the professional end of the game through relationships with The R&A
and professional tours in Europe and the USA.

European Tour Group and GEO Foundation

The Green Drive approach to climate action is directly aligned to the Paris
Agreement and the UN Sport for Climate Framework. All carbon calculations are in
line with the UN Greenhouse Gas Protocol, and offsetting will be carried out using
GEQ’s Sustainable Golf Climate Projects, which are designed to ensure additional
contributions to the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

The European Tour Group (which runs the DP World Tour) Green Drive is a
strengthened commitment and approach towards priority issues such as climate
change; biodiversity loss; air and ocean pollution; and sustainable and ethical
procurement. The European Tour’s partnership with GEO ensures the green Drive
aims are effective, and that results can be tracked closely to establish baseline
figures to quantify impacts over the years.

Genesis Scottish Open GEO Foundation Activities

Sustainable Golf Leadership Roundtable — on Tuesday 9" July, GEO held a session
at its office in North Berwick to highlight challenges and identify new collaborative
ways to advocate collective sustainability efforts around key themes of nature,
climate, resources, and communities. The session was attended by Scottish
Government, VisitScotland, PGA Tour, DP World Tour, East Lothian Council, Net
Zero Scotland, Nature Scotland, Scottish Golf and University of Edinburgh.

Sustainable Golf Beach Walk — on Wednesday 10™ July, professional golfers
competing in the GSO joining forces with local organisations, children, and families
to participate in an educational beach walk in North Berwick. GEO partnered with the
Scottish Seabird Centre, North Berwick Golf Club and East Lothian Ranger Service
to highlight the fragile and changing coastline to residents.

Q&A on Thursday 11" July in VisitScotland hospitality suite, involving GEO Founder
Jonathan Smith, DP World Tour Head of Sustainability Maria Grandinetti Milton, and
PGA Tour Director of Sustainability Brazos Barber. Audience of invited guests
comprising people from across the Scottish Events and Tourism Sector including; VS
sustainability and responsible business suppliers to the events and tourism sector;
staging and promoting companies for Scottish Events; accommodation provides; and
regional tourism and event committee representatives.
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