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6 December 2024

Shona Robison MSP
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government
The Scottish Government

Ref: JJ/GJ
Direct: 07714 659 441

Dear Ms Robison,

Colleges Scotland has collated pressing questions from member colleges regarding the draft
Budget presented to the Scottish Parliament on Wednesday.

The Scottish Government’s announcement of a 1.9% increase in College Resource funding,
equating to £12.3 million, is deeply concerning. This uplift falls significantly short of current
inflation, which stands at 3.2%. Such a settlement imposes an unsustainable financial burden on
the college sector, creating a substantial risk of curriculum reductions and job losses.

Additionally, the announcement of a £20.1 million (17%) cut in Capital funding for 2025/26,
reducing it to £64.8 million, is alarming. We must explicitly state that the failure to increase
investment in college estates and address critical digital infrastructure needs is unacceptable.
Many college buildings are in a state of disrepair, with some containing Reinforced Autoclaved
Aerated Concrete (RAAC) that remains unaddressed. Students and staff are expected to work and
learn in substandard and deteriorating conditions. This situation demands immediate attention.

Pay

The public sector pay policy published alongside the Budget raises further questions. While
lecturing staff have an agreed multi-year pay deal in place until September 2026, it is essential to
highlight that this settlement relied on a £4.5 million commitment from the Scottish Government for
2025/26.

Support staff, whose pay deal extends to September 2025, require parity with lecturing staff.
Colleges Scotland’s Budget Submission called for £3.3 million to address this discrepancy. We
urge the Scottish Government to clarify whether the additional sector funding will resolve this
issue. Furthermore, the shift in language regarding further education workers in the Budget
document needs explanation, and we welcome further dialogue with officials on this matter.

Education Reform Funding

Given the acute financial pressures facing the sector, we seek immediate clarification on the
Budget allocation for Education Reform, as outlined in Table 6.01 of the Budget document.

This funding is listed as £53.5 million for 2024/25, rising to £84.8 million in 2025/26. College
leaders, who have actively supported the Scottish Government’s education reform agenda, require
transparency on how this funding is allocated and its implications for the sector.
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Statement in the Scottish Parliament

We must express our deep disappointment regarding the Education and Skills section of the draft
Budget announcement in the Scottish Parliament.

The public was led to believe that the Education and Skills budget received a 3% increase above
inflation. However, colleges were notably absent from this section of the announcement, unlike
other areas of the education system. This omission perpetuates a sense of inequity and diminishes
the critical role colleges play in Scotland's education landscape. Moreover, it risks undermining key
Scottish Government initiatives, including the country’s ability to meet the upskilling demands of
the green economy and the NHS. Ensuring Scottish workers are at the forefront of the upskilling
agenda is vital not only for reducing poverty but also for driving economic growth and
strengthening the Scottish economy.

Call to Action

We strongly urge you to prioritise a meeting with us before the draft Budget returns to the Scottish
Parliament. College leaders are united in their concerns and stand ready to collaborate with the
Scottish Government to address these critical issues. The future of Scotland’s learners, workforce,
and wider economy depends on urgent and decisive action.

Yours faithfully,

Vagme

Dr Graeme Jackson
Interim CEO

CC: Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills, Jenny Gilruth and Minister for Higher and Further
Education; and Minister for Veterans, Graeme Dey.
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