
FOI REDACTED EMAILS  
 
ITEM 1 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 02 December 2024 11:15 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>;[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; DG 
Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; >;[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] HSC Waiting 
Times Policy <waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] ; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC GMS BID - Audit Scotland Report  
 
Cab Sec/PO, 
GMS have placed a bid to speak to Mr Gray tomorrow morning about the Audit 
Scotland report.  
Comms and spads would recommend he accepts.  
Grateful to know if Mr Gray is content with this approach asap please.  
Best wishes,  
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ITEM 2 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 02 December 2024 10:21 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: FW: Routine Submission - Audit Scotland NHS in Scotland report 
 
Priority: Routine  
 
Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care  
 
Following the submission below, to note, we have received an embargoed version of 
the Audit Scotland report which is published tomorrow. Please see attached report 
and for reference the final recommendations are also attached separately.  
 
SBIU has commissioned briefing and is preparing an FMQ brief which can be used 
in the chamber on Thursday. 
 
Best wishes, SBIU 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ITEM 3 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 03 December 2024 10:51 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: GMS transcript 
 
Hi [redacted: s.38(1)(b)], here is the GMS transcript of Cab Sec’s interview. Stephen 
Boyle to follow. 
 
Thanks 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Team Leader Communications Health and Social Care 
Scottish Government 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ITEM 4 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 04 December 2024 13:17 
To: Neil Gray <Neil.Gray@gov.scot>;[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; 
Chief Medical Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] Deputy Chief Medical 
Officers <DCMO@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] ; Maree Todd 
<Maree.Todd@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: Press Cuts - 04/12 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
Please see attached today’s press cuts  
 
 
Many Thanks 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Assistant Private Secretary to Christina McKelvie MSP, Minister for Drugs and 
Alcohol Policy 
Ministerial Private Office 
St Andrews House 
Edinburgh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ITEM 5 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 03 December 2024 09:52 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: brieifing - audit scotland report 
 
Hi [redacted: s.38(1)(b)],  
 
See attached.  
 
Regards, 
 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care - Neil Gray 
MSP 
Scottish Government  
E: cabsechsc@gov.scot 
M: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 9:46 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: brieifing - audit scotland report 
 
Hi 
 
Could someone send me the briefing that mr gray had for GMS this morning – 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] 
 
thanks 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Special Adviser & Political Spokesperson  
First Minister of Scotland 
Room 4N.05 St Andrew’s House  
Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the  
Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are  
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  
See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 

mailto:cabsechsc@gov.scot
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http://www.lobbying.scot/


 
 
 
 
ITEM 6 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 02 December 2024 13:45 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy 2024 
<MinisterforDAP2024@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's Health 
<MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 
2024 <MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Strategic Briefing Unit for Health 
<SBUHealth@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; HSC 
Communications <HSC.Comms@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Health and 
Social Care Directors <DLHSCPHSCD@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)][redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: Comms week ahead note - w/c 2 December 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Mr Gray has noted. 
 
thanks 
 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Private Secretary – Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy – Christina McKelvie 
MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Email: MinisterforDAP2024@gov.scot  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other 
official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made 
by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by 
the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or 
attachments 
 
 
Information removed as not in scope of the request (date out with requested period). 
 
 
 
 

mailto:MinisterforDAP2024@gov.scot


 
 
ITEM 7 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 03 December 2024 18:53 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] >; DCOO Health Planning <dcoohealthplanning@gov.scot>; >; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] >; Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>;[redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; DG 
Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] >; HSC Waiting Times Policy <waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Communications Health 
and Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: For clearance: Media query - Audit Scotland/BMA reaction - Health 
and Care 
 
Hi [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Mr Gray is content. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Deputy Private Secretary to the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care – 
Neil Gray MSP 
 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 
3DG | E: CabSecHSC@gov.scot | [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
All emails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on 
behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or 
a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private 
Office do not keep official records of such emails or attachments. Scottish Ministers, 
Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2024 5:30 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] DCOO Health Planning 
<dcoohealthplanning@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 

mailto:CabSecHSC@gov.scot
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Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; HSC Waiting Times Policy 
<waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: For clearance: Media query - Audit Scotland/BMA reaction - Health and 
Care 
 
Cabinet Secretary, PO. 
 
Please see for clearance a follow up query from a trade publication concerning the 
BMA’s reaction to the Audit Scotland report: "It is now vital that we hear more from 
the Scottish Government on their vision for how the NHS will meet growing demand 
now and in future years.” 
 
The below suggested reissue includes part of the Cab Sec’s cleared lines, as well as 
some extra background on engagement. 
 
Officials have reviewed. 
 
Grateful for an indication of whether the Cabinet Secretary is content. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Draft response 
 
Health Secretary Neil Gray said: 
 
“We are determined to continue to improve our NHS and the Budget we set out 
tomorrow (Wednesday) will throw the weight of the government behind performance 
improvements and ensure we can tackle the challenges in our health service.” 
 
Background 
 

• [[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
 
Query 
 
Here's the published piece including the Cab Sec's comment: Watchdog: Action 
needed now on NHS reform 
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

mailto:SBUHealth@gov.scot
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Dr Iain Kennedy, chair of BMA Scotland, said: “The stark conclusions from Audit 
Scotland show just how urgently a clear and detailed plan is needed for the future of 
the NHS. This means setting out the fundamental reforms which are required to 
secure the long term sustainability of our health care system, rather than simply 
relying on tinkering around the edges and hoping that issues will somehow resolve 
themselves in the longer-term. 
 
“The financial challenges being experienced in the NHS are reflected in its poor 
performance, which is resulting in patients facing huge challenges in accessing 
treatment and doctors struggling to meet demand. And we know from our members 
that this in turn is causing moral distress and injury amongst doctors and health care 
staff, who have to constantly apologise to patients for issues well outside their 
control. 
 
“It shows just how tough it is for health boards to deliver what is being asked of them 
within their budgets and with a financial black hole predicted to grow to more than 
£400million in the coming years. It is now vital that we hear more from the Scottish 
Government on their vision for how the NHS will meet growing demand now, and in 
future years. 
 
“BMA Scotland has long been calling for discussions on the future of Scotland’s 
NHS, which should have been heeded and acted upon long before now. It is not too 
late to turn this around and protect our NHS but now is the time to finally act and set 
out a clear plan to get to grips with the many complex issues we face.” 
 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Media Manager| News: Health and Social Care 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  

m: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ITEM 8  
 
From: Neil Gray <Neil.Gray@gov.scot>  
Sent: 02 December 2024 12:33 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC GMS BID - Audit Scotland 
Report  
 
Many thanks 
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 02 December 2024 11:29 
To: Neil Gray <Neil.Gray@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC GMS BID - Audit Scotland 
Report  
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care - Neil Gray 
MSP 
Scottish Government  
E: cabsechsc@gov.scot 
M: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:15 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; DG Health & 
Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; >; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] ; HSC Waiting Times 
Policy <waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;  [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]   
Subject: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC GMS BID - Audit Scotland Report  
 
Cab Sec/PO, 
 
GMS have placed a bid to speak to Mr Gray tomorrow morning about the Audit 
Scotland report.  
 
Comms and spads would recommend he accepts.  
 
Grateful to know if Mr Gray is content with this approach asap please.  

mailto:Neil.Gray@gov.scot
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Best wishes,  
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 9 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] > On Behalf Of Strategic Briefing Unit for Health 
Sent: 02 December 2024 16:11 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>;[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)]; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; HSC Waiting Times Policy <waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Communications 
Health and Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; >; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC GMS BID - Audit Scotland 
Report  
 
Cabinet Secretary/PO 
Please find attached briefing lines in advance of the Cabinet Secretary’s media 
interview tomorrow morning regarding the Audit Scotland NHS in Scotland report.  
Best wishes, SBIU 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Senior Manager, Strategic Briefing and Insights Unit  
Health and Social Care  

 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 02 December 2024 12:45 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>;[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; DG Health & 
Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; 
HSC Waiting Times Policy <waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC GMS BID - Audit Scotland 
Report  
Hi [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Mr Gray is content to accept and is available at 7:30 tomorrow morning. Grateful if 
you can send over dial-in details.  
Officials – can you please send over briefing and top lines by 4pm today.  
Regards, 

mailto:CabSecHSC@gov.scot
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[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care - Neil Gray 
MSP 
Scottish Government  
E: cabsechsc@gov.scot 
M: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:15 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] >; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Communications 
Health and Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
V[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] > 
Subject: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC GMS BID - Audit Scotland Report  
Cab Sec/PO, 
GMS have placed a bid to speak to Mr Gray tomorrow morning about the Audit 
Scotland report.  
Comms and spads would recommend he accepts.  
Grateful to know if Mr Gray is content with this approach asap please.  
Best wishes,  
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
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ITEM 10  
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Strategic Briefing Unit for Health 
Sent: 02 December 2024 12:58 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; HSC Waiting Times Policy <waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC GMS BID - Audit Scotland 
Report  
 
Cabinet Secretary PO 
To confirm SBIU will provide briefing by 4pm. 
Best wishes 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Senior Manager, Strategic Briefing and Insights Unit  
Health and Social Care  

 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 02 December 2024 12:45 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; HSC Waiting Times Policy <waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: RE: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC GMS BID - Audit Scotland 
Report  
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Mr Gray is content to accept and is available at 7:30 tomorrow morning. Grateful if 
you can send over dial-in details.  
Officials – can you please send over briefing and top lines by 4pm today.  
Regards, 
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[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care - Neil Gray 
MSP 
Scottish Government  
E: cabsechsc@gov.scot 
M: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Monday, December 2, 2024 11:15 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] >; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; HSC Waiting Times Policy 
<waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] > 
Subject: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC GMS BID - Audit Scotland Report  
Cab Sec/PO, 
GMS have placed a bid to speak to Mr Gray tomorrow morning about the Audit 
Scotland report.  
Comms and spads would recommend he accepts.  
Grateful to know if Mr Gray is content with this approach asap please.  
Best wishes,  
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
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ITEM 11 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 02 December 2024 18:05 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; DG Health & Social Care 
<DGHSC@gov.scot>;[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; HSC Waiting 
Times Policy <waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; Director 
of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC ITV BORDER BID - Audit 
Scotland Report  
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Mr Gray is content – can we do the garden lobby at 1215 please? 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Private Secretary – Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy – Christina McKelvie 
MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Email: MinisterforDAP2024@gov.scot  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other 
official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made 
by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by 
the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or 
attachments 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Monday, December 2, 2024 4:38 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] DG Health & Social Care 
<DGHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; HSC Waiting 
Times Policy <waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] >; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] Director of Population Health 
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<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOR MINISTERIAL VIEW: CAB SEC ITV BORDER BID - Audit Scotland 
Report  
 
Good afternoon PO/Cab Sec,  
 
ITV Border have placed a bid for Mr Gray on this tomorrow too.  
 
I have looked at his diary and suggest that we do this in the garden lobby between 
12 and 1pm and also invite other key media to that slot too.  
 
Grateful to know if Mr Gray is content with this approach asap.  
 
Best wishes,  
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
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ITEM 12 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 02 December 2024 13:46 
To: DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's 
Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Minister for Social Care, Mental Wellbeing 
and Sport 2024 <MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot>; Minister for Drugs and Alcohol 
Policy 2024 <MinisterforDAP2024@gov.scot>; Health and Social Care Directors 
<DLHSCPHSCD@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] HSCGPIC Mailbox 
<HSCGPIC@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Official Sensitive: Portfolio Meeting Readout 28/11/24 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Mr Gray is content for his interests. 
 
Grateful for the eRDM link when you can. 
 
thanks 
 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Private Secretary – Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy – Christina McKelvie 
MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Email: MinisterforDAP2024@gov.scot  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other 
official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made 
by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by 
the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or 
attachments 
 
Information removed as not in scope of the request (date out with requested period). 
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ITEM 13 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 02 December 2024 10:05 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>;[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; DCOO Health 
Planning <dcoohealthplanning@gov.scot>;[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)]; Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>;[redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] t>; HSC Waiting Times Policy <waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Communications Health 
and Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] > 
Subject: RE: SG media statement - Audit Scotland 'NHS in Scotland' report  
 
Thanks, 
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
 
We will issue this shortly.  
 
Health Secretary Neil Gray said: 
 
“I thank Audit Scotland for their report, and I agree that reform is essential. 
 
“We know people are waiting too long for treatment but remain determined to reduce 
waiting times. Significant activity is underway through our £30 million investment to 
target pandemic backlogs. This will see around 12,000 additional new outpatient 
appointments, around 12,000 additional inpatient/day-case procedures and over 
40,000 diagnostic procedures delivered.  
 
“I am encouraged to see in the annual Scottish Household Survey, published today, 
an increase in satisfaction levels in local health services. The overwhelming majority 
reported being treated with dignity and respect when accessing those services - we 
are determined to do more.  
 
“This year we are providing more than £19.5 billion for health and social care and 
under this government funding for the NHS has increased in real terms by 30%.  
 
“But we are determined to continue to improve our NHS and the Budget we set out 
tomorrow will throw the weight of the government behind performance improvements 
and ensure we can tackle the challenges in our health service.” 
 
Thanks  
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Senior Media Manager | Communications Health | Scottish Government 



[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
Information removed as not in scope of the request (date out with requested period). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 14 
 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 03 December 2024 12:48 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] t>; Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question selected for today 
 
Cabinet Secretary PO  
 
Please find attached document including an answer to the urgent question raised 
and relevant Q&A.  
 
Best wishes SBIU 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Senior Manager, Strategic Briefing and Insights Unit  
Health and Social Care  
 

 
 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  On Behalf Of Strategic Briefing Unit for Health 
Sent: 03 December 2024 11:56 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] > 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question selected for today 
 
CS PO 
 
To confirm we will pick up and return.  
 
Best wishes  
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Senior Manager, Strategic Briefing and Insights Unit  
Health and Social Care  
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From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 03 December 2024 11:52 
To: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: FW: Urgent Question selected for today 
Importance: High 
 
Hi team 
 
Flagging this urgent question in the Chamber which Mr Gray will respond to directly 
after topicals today – grateful if you can provide an answer to this question and 
anticipated Q&A all in word format for Cab Sec by 12:30 today, please. 
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
 
Please confirm this request has been picked up. 
 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Deputy Private Secretary to the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care – Neil 
Gray MSP 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG | 
Mob: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] | Email: CabSecHSC@gov.scot 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 
Sent: 03 December 2024 11:36 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 <MinisterPB@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Public Health and Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Social Care, Mental Wellbeing and Sport 2024 <MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Urgent Question selected for today 
Importance: High 
 
Hi folks, 
 
To see below urgent question that has been selected. Can you confirm that this is for 
Mr Gray please? 
 

mailto:SBUHealth@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecHSC@gov.scot
mailto:CabSecHSC@gov.scot
http://www.lobbying.scot/
mailto:CabSecHSC@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterPB@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterforSCMWS@gov.scot


The Presiding Officer has asked if this could be taken directly after the topical 
question today. Grateful for views on if this would be okay. The only other option to 
take it if that’s possible, would be directly before decision time. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  (she/her) 
Private Secretary to the Minister for Parliamentary Business – Jamie Hepburn MSP 
T: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] | E: MinisterPB@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 03 December 2024 11:31 
To: Minister for Parliamentary Business 2024 <MinisterPB@gov.scot> 
Cc: Chamber Desk <chamberdesk@parliament.scot[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)]  
Subject: Urgent Question selected for today 
Importance: High 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
I wish to advise you that the Presiding Officer has selected the undernoted urgent 
question for today from Brian Whittle. 
 

• To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the findings of 
Audit Scotland’s report, NHS in Scotland 2024, that the Scottish 
Government has no clear plan to deliver its NHS vision.  

 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
 
I would be grateful if you could get back to us regarding timings as soon as possible 
and advise who will be responding to the question. 
 
If you could also briefly confirm receipt of this email by return, it would be extremely 
helpful, just so we know it has been picked up. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] | Senior Clerk | Chamber Desk | Room T1.01 | The Scottish 
Parliament | Edinburgh | EH99 1SP 
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**********************************************************************  
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 
Scotland  
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 
www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 
 
The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 
email in error please delete it and do not share its contents. 
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ITEM 15 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 03 December 2024 13:48 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director 
of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] >; Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question selected for today 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Please see the suggested responses to the supplementary questions detailed below 
and attached as separate word document.  
 
Thanks 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Strategic Briefing and Insight Unit 
 
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
 
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 03 December 2024 13:18 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] Strategic Briefing Unit for Health 
<SBUHealth@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question selected for today 
Importance: High 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks for this.  
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]. Grateful for response by 
no later than 1345. Apologies for the tight turnaround. 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]   
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Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the findings 
of Audit Scotland’s report, NHS in Scotland 2024, that the Scottish Government has 
no clear plan to deliver its NHS vision. 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Private Secretary – Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy – Christina McKelvie 
MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Email: MinisterforDAP2024@gov.scot  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other 
official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made 
by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by 
the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or 
attachments 
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ITEM 16 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >  
Sent: 03 December 2024 13:56 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  >; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] >; Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question selected for today 
 

[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 03 December 2024 13:48 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Director 
of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>;[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)]; Strategic Briefing Unit for 
Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question selected for today 
 

[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Please see the suggested responses to the supplementary questions detailed below 
and attached as separate word document.  
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Strategic Briefing and Insight Unit 
 
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] 
 [[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
 
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] 
 [[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
 
 
 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 
Sent: 03 December 2024 13:18 
To: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
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Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; Strategic Briefing Unit for 
Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Question selected for today 
Importance: High 
 

[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Thanks for this.  
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] Grateful for response by no 
later than 1345. Apologies for the tight turnaround. 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]   
 
Brian Whittle: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the findings 
of Audit Scotland’s report, NHS in Scotland 2024, that the Scottish Government has 
no clear plan to deliver its NHS vision. 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] 
 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] Private Secretary – Minister for Drugs and Alcohol Policy – 
Christina McKelvie MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Email: MinisterforDAP2024@gov.scot  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf 
of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a 
Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep 
official records of such e-mails or attachments 
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ITEM 17 
 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 03 December 2024 17:34 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] >; TTG Reports <ttgreports@gov.scot>; [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] >; DCOO Health Planning <dcoohealthplanning@gov.scot>; Strategic 
Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] DG Health & Social Care 
<DGHSC@gov.scot[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  HSC Waiting Times Policy 
<waitingtimespolicy@gov.scot>; [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: Social Media- Audit Scotland 'NHS in Scotland' report/NHS performance  
 
PO, 
Please see the below social post we have prepared for issue this afternoon on NHS 
performance in light of Audit Scotland’s report today. 
We have agreed this wording with Spads and policy.  
Please could you share with the Cab Sec for awareness – will post this from 
@ScotGovHealth shortly.  
X/Twitter post: 
While health services continue to be under pressure following recovery from the 
pandemic, @ScotGov is taking action to support Scotland’s NHS. 
 
[Redacted:s.25] –- Information otherwise accessible]  
 
Post 2: 
Responding to the publication of Audit Scotland’s report on NHS Scotland today, 
Health Secretary @NeilCGray said: 
 
[Redacted:s.25] –- Information otherwise accessible] 
 
Thanks 
[redacted: s.38(1)(b)]  
Senior Media Manager | Communications Health | Scottish Government 
Tel – [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM 18 
 
From: [redacted: s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 03 December 2024 13:16 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: Sups for urgent q 
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


