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1. ITEM 19 
 
 
 
 
 

From:  Strategic Briefing Insight Unit 
         2 December 2024 
 
BRIEFING NOTE - AUDIT SCOTLAND "NHS IN SCOTLAND" REPORT  
 
Report Summary 
 
1. The Auditor General for Scotland publishes an annual report on the performance 

of the NHS in Scotland to provide assurance about NHS Scotland’s performance 
and finances and to assess the progress of ongoing reforms. Over recent years, 
these reports have focused on the response to, and recovery from, the Covid-19 
pandemic. The 2023 report reflected the need for short, medium and long term 
investment and reform to ensure the future sustainability of the NHS in Scotland. 
 

2. From 2024 onwards Audit Scotland intend to produce two annual reports on 
Scotland’s NHS:  

• NHS in Scotland: a report covering the financial and operational performance 
of Scotland’s NHS. [to be published 3 December]  

• NHS in Scotland Spotlight: a complementary report covering a specific issue 
or service area. This year’s spotlight report will focus on governance and 
scrutiny. [to be published spring 2025]. 
 

3. The NHS in Scotland report covers the financial and operational performance of 
Scotland’s NHS in 2023/24. This report is intended to provide an overview, with a 
particular focus on NHS boards. 

 
4. The NHS in Scotland report sets out that despite increasing funding and staffing, 

the NHS in Scotland is still seeing fewer patients than before the Covid-19 
pandemic and progress to reduce the backlog of care has been slower than 
anticipated with national commitments to reduce waiting lists and waiting times 
not being met. 

 
5. The report suggests the Scottish Government's restated vision for health and 

social care is not clear on how current operational issues will be addressed or 
how reform will be prioritised. A clear delivery plan is needed to safeguard 
Scotland's health service. 

 
6. The report recommends the Scottish Government should: 

 
[Redacted:s.25] –- Information otherwise accessible]  

 



   

2. ITEM 20 
 

Programme(s) BBC Radio Scotland Good Morning Scotland 

Date & time  Tuesday 03 December 2024  7.37 

Subject/Interviewee Interview – Neil Gray 

Duration 09:47 

 
[Redacted:s.25] –- Information otherwise accessible]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

3. ITEM 21 
 
PRESS CUTS  
 
[[Redacted:s.25] –- Information otherwise accessible]  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

4. ITEM 22 
 
 

 
 

1/ TOP LINES 

3 Dec (embargoed 00:00): Audit Scotland publishes ‘NHS in Scotland 
2024’ report. 
 
Key Messages include: 

1. [To address current financial pressures, fundamental change in 
how NHS services are provided is now urgently needed. 

2. National commitments to reduce waiting lists and waiting 
times have not been met, and reducing delayed discharges 
remains an intractable problem. NHS Scotland has implemented 
a range of projects and initiatives aiming to improve productivity 
and outcomes for patients but as yet these are having little 
impact on headline indicators, and there is a lack of clear 
and transparent reporting of progress, and evaluation of 
impact.  

3. The Scottish Government’s restated vision for health and 
social care is not clear on how current operational issues will be 
addressed or how reform will be prioritised. A clear delivery 
plan is needed to safeguard Scotland’s health service 

 
 

1. ‘FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IS NEEDED’ 
 
FUNDING 

• [Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
   

 
 
 

ISSUE Publication of NHS in Scotland 
2024 

DATE 3 December 2024 

THIS BRIEFING: 
 

1/ Top Lines 
2/ Recommendations 
3/ Reform lines 
Annex A - Drugs lines (previously 
published report) 
 



   

2. PERFORMANCE - WAITING TIMES  
 
[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

 
DELAYED DISCHARGE 

 
[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
   

IMPROVEMENTS AND INNOVATIONS 
 

[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

 
[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
   

3. VISION FOR HSC  
[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  
   

 
2/ RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
[Redacted:s.25] –- Information otherwise accessible] 

 
We’ll give full consideration to the recommendations of this report. 

▪ We’ve been upfront about the challenges facing the NHS, which 
Audit Scotland also acknowledge.  

REFORM  
• [Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

   

POPULATION HEALTH 
• [Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

   

COMMUNITY HEALTH 
• [Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

  

PREVENTION 
• [Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

   

POPULATION HEALTH FRAMEWORK 
• [Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

   

ANNEX A - DRUGS 
• [[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

 
 

[[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]   



   

 
5. ITEM 23 
 
 
 
 

Programme(s) BBC Radio Scotland Good Morning Scotland 

Date & time  Tuesday 03 December 2024  6.36 

Subject/Interviewee Interview – Stephen Boyle 

Duration 06:06 

 
[Redacted:s.25] –- Information otherwise accessible] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
6. ITEM 24 
 

URGENT QUESTION FOR CABINET SECRETARY (Brian Whittle, 3 
December 2024)  
 
Q: To ask the Scottish Government what its response is to the 
findings of Audit Scotland’s report, NHS in Scotland 2024, that the 
Scottish Government has no clear plan to deliver its NHS vision. 
 
A: Redacted:s.25] –- Information otherwise accessible  
 
TOP LINES 
 

We’ll give full consideration to the recommendations of this report. 
▪ We’ve been honest and upfront about the challenges facing the 

NHS since the Covid pandemic. 

 
• [Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   

7. ITEM 25 
 
 
[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

 
[Redacted:s.25] –- Information otherwise accessible  
 
[Redacted :s30(b)(i) - free and frank provision of advice]  

 
Redacted:s.25] –- Information otherwise accessible]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


