
Summary of reports and complaints of illegal or suspicious fishing or aquaculture in the 
Shetland Islands between January 2021 and November 2024. 
 
 

2021 None in requested area     
        

2022 Type of Activity Location Outcome of Investigation  
(if applicable) 

Jan ERS Non-Compliance Scalloway  

Jan Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments Lerwick Advice given 
Jan Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments Lerwick Advice given 
Jan Illegal Retention of Catch Around 12 mile limit  

Mar Unlicensed Fishing & Sales Lerwick  

Jun Miscellaneous - Quota Shetland  

Jun Misreporting Area of Capture At sea  

Jun Unlicensed Fishing & Sales Scalloway  

Jul AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jul AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jul AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 

Aug Control Reg Requirements Scalloway  

Sep Miscellaneous - illegal activity Shetland  

Sep Miscellaneous - quota Lerwick  

Sep Miscellaneous - quota Lerwick  

Sep Under Declaration Scalloway  

Nov Miscellaneous Shetland  

 

  



2023 Type of Activity Location Outcome of Investigation (if 
applicable) 

Jan AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jan AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jan AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jan AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jan Miscellaneous - Quota Shetland  

Jan Miscellaneous - Quota Scalloway  

Jan Territorial Waters Around 12 mile limit  

Jan Territorial Waters Around 12 mile limit No further action 
Jan VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 

Feb MPAs & Restricted Areas Fair Isle Seasonal 
Closure Notification to Leave Area Issued 

Feb MPAs & Restricted Areas Fair Isle Seasonal 
Closure Notification to Leave Area Issued 

Feb MPAs & Restricted Areas 
Fair Isle Seasonal 
Closure Notification to Leave Area Issued 

Mar AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Mar AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Mar Control Reg Requirements Lerwick FPN issued 
Mar ERS Non-Compliance Collafirth Advice given 
Mar Miscellaneous - Quota Scalloway  

Mar Misreporting Area of Capture At sea  

Mar MPAs & Restricted Areas Fair Isle Seasonal 
Closure Notification to Leave Area Issued 

Mar Under Declaration At sea FPN issued 
Apr Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments At sea  

Apr Miscellaneous - Quota Lerwick  

Apr Miscellaneous - Quota Lerwick  

Apr Miscellaneous - Quota Lerwick  

Apr Miscellaneous - Quota Lerwick  

Apr Misreporting Area of Capture At sea  

Apr Misreporting Area of Capture At sea  

Apr Misreporting Area of Capture At sea  

Apr VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
May AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
May AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
May AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
May AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
May Illegal Retention of Catch Brae Advisory Letter Issued 
May Miscellaneous - Quota Lerwick  

May Miscellaneous - Quota Lerwick  

May Miscellaneous - Quota Shetland  

May Under Declaration Lerwick  

Jun Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments At sea  

Jun Miscellaneous - Quota Lerwick  

Jun RBS Hamnavoe  

Jun Regulatory Orders Around 6 mile limit  

 
 



Jul AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jul AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jul AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jul AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jul AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jul ERS Non-Compliance Cullivoe Advisory Letter Issued 
Jul VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 

Aug AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Aug Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments Scalloway Advice given 
Aug Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments Lerwick No further action 
Aug Miscellaneous - Quota Scalloway   
Aug Territorial Waters Around 12 mile limit   
Sep AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Sep ERS Non-Compliance Collafirth Advisory Letter Issued 
Sep ERS Non-Compliance Scalloway Warning Letter issued 
Sep Miscellaneous - Quota Scalloway   
Sep Miscellaneous - Quota Scalloway   
Oct AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Oct AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Oct ERS Non-Compliance Lerwick Advisory Letter Issued 
Oct Illegal Retention of Catch Lerwick Advice given 
Oct Under Declaration At sea FPN issued 
Nov ERS Non-Compliance Cullivoe Advisory Letter Issued 
Nov ERS Non-Compliance Cullivoe Advisory Letter Issued 
Nov ERS Non-Compliance Cullivoe Advisory Letter Issued 
Nov ERS Non-Compliance Cullivoe Advisory Letter Issued 
Nov ERS Non-Compliance Cullivoe Advisory Letter Issued 
Nov ERS Non-Compliance West Mainland Advisory Letter Issued 
Nov Miscellaneous - Quota Lerwick   
Nov VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
Dec ERS Non-Compliance Lerwick   
Dec ERS Non-Compliance Sandwick Advisory Letter Issued 
Dec Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments At sea   
Dec VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 

 

  



2024 Type of Activity Location Outcome of Investigation (if 
applicable) 

Jan ERS Non-Compliance Cullivoe Advisory Letter Issued 
Jan ERS Non-Compliance Scalloway Advice given 

Jan MPAs & Restricted Areas Fair Isle Seasonal 
Closure Notification to Leave Area Issued 

Jan MPAs & Restricted Areas Fair Isle Seasonal 
Closure Notification to Leave Area Issued 

Jan MPAs & Restricted Areas Fair Isle Seasonal 
Closure Notification to Leave Area Issued 

Jan MPAs & Restricted Areas Fair Isle Seasonal 
Closure Notification to Leave Area Issued 

Jan MPAs & Restricted Areas Fair Isle Seasonal 
Closure Notification to Leave Area Issued 

Jan RBS Vidlin   
Jan Territorial Waters Around 12 mile limit Reported to relevant authorities 
Jan Territorial Waters Around 12 mile limit No further action 
Jan VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
Jan VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
Jan VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
Jan VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
Jan VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
Feb ERS Non-Compliance Collafirth Advisory Letter Issued 
Feb Miscellaneous - Quota Brae   
Feb VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
Feb VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
Feb VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
Mar AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Mar AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Mar AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Mar Illegal Retention of Catch Scalloway Advisory Letter Issued 
Mar Illegal Retention of Catch Brae Advisory Letter Issued 
Mar Territorial Waters Around 12 mile limit   
Apr ERS Non-Compliance Lerwick No further action 
Apr ERS Non-Compliance Scalloway Advice given 
Apr ERS Non-Compliance Scalloway Advice given 
Apr Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments Scalloway Advice given 
Apr Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments At sea Advice given 
Apr Gear Conflict Shetland   
Apr Illegal Retention of Catch Shetland Advisory Letter Issued 
Apr Regulatory Orders Around 6 mile limit   
Apr VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
May Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments Shetland Advice given 

May Incursions in UK EEZ by Non-Licensed 
Vessels Around 12 mile limit FPN issued 

May Regulatory Orders Collafirth   

May Shellfish Harvesting - Illegal Use of 
Electricity At sea   

 
 



Jun ERS Non-Compliance Scalloway Advisory Letter Issued 
Jun Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments Lerwick Advice given 
Jun NEAFC Regulatory Area  Scalloway   
Jun REM At sea   
Jul AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jul AIS At sea Reported to relevant authorities 
Jul Miscellaneous - Quota Scalloway   

Aug ERS Non-Compliance Sumburgh Head Advice given 
Aug Fishing Gear Construction & Attachments Collafirth   
Aug Marking of Gear St Ninian's Bay   
Aug Marking of Gear Fora Ness   
Aug Miscellaneous - Quota Sandwick   
Aug Recreational Fisheries Shetland Advice given 
Aug Unlicensed Fishing & Sales Skeld   
Aug Unlicensed Fishing & Sales Voe   
Sep ERS Non-Compliance Lerwick   
Sep ERS Non-Compliance Lerwick Warning Letter issued 
Sep ERS Non-Compliance Lerwick FPN issued 
Sep ERS Non-Compliance Lerwick FPN issued 
Sep IUU / PSC Lerwick   
Sep Marking of Gear Muckle Roe   

Sep Marking of Gear East Voe of 
Sumburgh   

Oct ERS Non-Compliance Lerwick Advisory Letter Issued 
Oct ERS Non-Compliance Lerwick Advisory Letter Issued 
Oct VMS Non-Compliance At sea Advisory Letter Issued 
Nov ERS Non-Compliance Lerwick Advice given 

 

AIS – Automatic Identification System 

ERS – Electronic Reporting System 

RBS – Register of Buyers and Sellers 

IUU - Illegal Unreported Unregulated  

MPAs – Marine Protected Areas 

NEAFC - North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission 

REM – Remote Electronic Monitoring 

PSC – Port State Control 

VMS – Vessel Monitoring System 

Further information on types of fishery offences can be found at Marine and fisheries 
compliance: list of fixed penalty notices (https://www.gov.scot/publications/marine-scotland-list-
of-fixed-penalty-notices/) 

Marine%20and%20fisheries%20compliance:%20list%20of%20fixed%20penalty%20notices%20(
Marine%20and%20fisheries%20compliance:%20list%20of%20fixed%20penalty%20notices%20(

