Doc 1

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: 12 November 2024 09:12

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted —
personal information]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Morning — just to make you aware, we have received 5 FOIs so far this morning on
Ministerial visits — the below is the only one from a journalist.

Lines were issued before the weekend on visits to sporting events.
Happy to discuss.

Thanks

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information] | Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland
|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |
Email: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot

To find out more about Active Scotland, please visit us on Twitter or on our Actify
hub.

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director of
Population Health

Sent: 12 November 2024 08:53

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Hi [redacted — personal information]

Apologies would this be for yourself aswell?

Thanks

[redacted — personal information]

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of
Information

Sent: 11 November 2024 16:59

To: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>
Cc: DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health &



Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>
Subject: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Good afternoon,
Please be aware that the 29th of November is not a FOISA holiday and therefore
this date will be calculated as a working day for the purpose of FOISA. Please

remember to factor this into your timescale for response.

Please review this email IN FULL as handling instructions have recently
changed.

It looks like this FOI request may be in relation to your policy area. Please confirm
this sits with you or advise us immediately if it does not; suggesting business areas
that are better suited.

Please note the following:

UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry Restriction Order

Both the UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries have issued a restriction order which
affect information that can be released by the Scottish Government. This may
directly affect the handling of this request. The UK restriction order can be viewed
here and the Scottish restriction order can be viewed here.

These restriction orders must be considered when responding to every request
for information.

Prior to releasing any information, please consider whether the information
requested has been shared with either the UK or Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries. If so,
you must contact CIRD (Covid Inquiries Response Directorate) for advice as soon
as possible. Please contact them by email: covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot

Guidance on undertaking the check and providing the record is now part of the
compliance documents.

Timescale

» The response to this case should issue as soon as possible and no later than
the statutory deadline which is 10/12/24.

Case handler actions

> ‘Assign to self’ through the ‘Case Actions’ tab on MiCase: MiCase - View
Case 440250

» Send the requester an FOI specific acknowledgement letter, through
MiCase.

» Save all correspondence and evidence of how you reached your final
decision to the eRDM casefile: 202400440250 - Objective (scotland.gov.uk)



» Complete all relevant documents as your case progresses, consulting the
attached casefile checklist for guidance. Remember to complete the
mandatory:

(i) FOI statement of compliance
(i) Searches template recording details of searches carried out and the
results.

» Use the Response Wizard contained in MiCase for ALL letters to the
requester.

Sensitivity

> In FOISA terms we are assessing this case as routine*. This means it does
not require a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure.
*The sensitivity assessment can change once full searches have been
completed. If after searching you consider that the response requires a
Ministerial decision please engage with the FOI Unit.)

> Please ensure that your response is signed-off by officials of appropriate
seniority (normally C band or above).

Helpful quidance

Watch our helpful videos for further information on how to respond to an FOI
request: Freedom of Information Unit - Video Guidance | SG Thrive]

Requests for legal advice, or requests which reference or incorporate leqgal
advice

Requests for legal advice are subject to certain handling protocols. If you receive a
request for or relating to legal advice, contact the relevant lawyers in the Scottish
Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) who gave that advice to request a review of
whether the material is subject to legal professional privilege (LPP). Your normal
SGLD contact can help in identifying any legal advice in scope of the request. You
must contact the offices of the Law Officers (Lord Advocate and Solicitor General) if
the request is for or relates to legal advice from the Law Officers. Please also CC
digitalandinformationlaw@gov.scot.

If the request is being dealt with under the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 and you have shared legal advice with any external persons,

Requests which capture information about FFMs

If your FOI/EIR contains information that you think might be personal/of interest to
our former FMs, please contact the FOIU as soon as possible and we will advise you
what to do next or sign-post you to the right person to raise this with.

Many thanks,

FOI Unit

[redacted — personal information]
FOI Advisor



Freedom of Information Unit| Improving Public Engagement Division| Directorate for
Communications and Ministerial Support| DG Corporate

St Andrews House

Scottish Government

From: [redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk>
Sent: 11 November 2024 15:00

To: Central Correspondence Unit <ceu@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Good afternoon,

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements
For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

1. 4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
2. 19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
3. 17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
4. 20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)
5. 15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)
If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information
exceeding the cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide
advice and assistance, under the Section 15 obligations of the Act, as to how | can
refine my request.

| would appreciate a prompt response within the timescales allowed for by the Act.

Kind Regards,
[redacted — personal information]

Kind Regards,

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information], The Courier

[redacted — personal information] (please note new number) | ¥
[redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk

Albert Square, Dundee, DD1 1DD

THE COURIER | Evening Telegraph


https://twitter.com/alasdair_clark

This message is private and confidential. If you have received this message in error,
please notify us immediately by emailing postmaster@dcthomson.co.uk and remove
it from your system.

This email is not intended to create legally binding obligations unless expressly
stated otherwise. We accept no liability for the content of this email, or for the
consequences of any actions taken based on the information provided, unless that
information is subsequently confirmed in writing. Any views or opinions presented in
this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
the company. We have taken reasonable precautions to ensure that no viruses are
contained in this email, but do not accept any responsibility once this email has been
transmitted. You should ensure that the email and attachments (if any) are virus free.
We may monitor email traffic data and also the content of email using data loss
prevention software for the purposes of data security.

D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd.
Albert Square

DUNDEE

DD1 9QJ

(Registered in Scotland No. 5830)
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From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: 12 November 2024 13:01

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted —
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Hi [redacted — personal information]

That would be great if you could? Don’t think there will be much, if anything from
your side.

Thanks

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information] | Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland
|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |

Email: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot

To find out more about Active Scotland, please visit us on Twitter or on our Actify
hub.



From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: 12 November 2024 12:08

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted —
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Adding [redacted — personal information] back into thread

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 12:07 PM

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted —
personal information]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

[redacted — personal information]

Can | ask if we need to do a search within our health comms boxes for the areas
highlighted in yellow? The other three games took place before Mr Gray was
appointed as Health Secretary.

For the second request ‘Details of Scottish Government officials...’ is this information
you will hold?

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
« Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements
For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

6. 4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

7. 19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

8. 17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

9. 20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)

10.15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)

[redacted — personal information]
News | Senior Media Manager



Communications Health and Social Care
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh
Mobile: [redacted — personal information]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9021

abcd
www.gov.scot/news

¥ in] £]O)]+|o/

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 9:12 AM

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted —
personal information]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Morning — just to make you aware, we have received 5 FOls so far this morning on
Ministerial visits — the below is the only one from a journalist.

Lines were issued before the weekend on visits to sporting events.
Happy to discuss.

Thanks

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information] | Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland
|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |
Email: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot

To find out more about Active Scotland, please visit us on Twitter or on our Actify
hub.

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director of
Population Health

Sent: 12 November 2024 08:53

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Hi [redacted — personal information]

Apologies would this be for yourself aswell?


https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment

Thanks
[redacted — personal information]

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of
Information

Sent: 11 November 2024 16:59

To: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health &
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>

Subject: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Good afternoon,
Please be aware that the 29th of November is not a FOISA holiday and therefore
this date will be calculated as a working day for the purpose of FOISA. Please

remember to factor this into your timescale for response.

Please review this email IN FULL as handling instructions have recently
changed.

It looks like this FOI request may be in relation to your policy area. Please confirm
this sits with you or advise us immediately if it does not; suggesting business areas
that are better suited.

Please note the following:

UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry Restriction Order

Both the UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries have issued a restriction order which
affect information that can be released by the Scottish Government. This may
directly affect the handling of this request. The UK restriction order can be viewed
here and the Scottish restriction order can be viewed here.

These restriction orders must be considered when responding to every request
for information.

Prior to releasing any information, please consider whether the information
requested has been shared with either the UK or Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries. If so,
you must contact CIRD (Covid Inquiries Response Directorate) for advice as soon
as possible. Please contact them by email: covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot

Guidance on undertaking the check and providing the record is now part of the
compliance documents.

Timescale

» The response to this case should issue as soon as possible and no later than
the statutory deadline which is 10/12/24.



Case handler actions

> ‘Assign to self through the ‘Case Actions’ tab on MiCase: MiCase - View
Case 440250
» Send the requester an FOI specific acknowledgement letter, through
MiCase.
» Save all correspondence and evidence of how you reached your final
decision to the eRDM casefile: 202400440250 - Objective (scotland.gov.uk)
» Complete all relevant documents as your case progresses, consulting the
attached casefile checklist for guidance. Remember to complete the
mandatory:
(iii) FOI statement of compliance
(iv) Searches template recording details of searches carried out and the
results.
» Use the Response Wizard contained in MiCase for ALL letters to the
requester.

Sensitivity

> In FOISA terms we are assessing this case as routine*. This means it does
not require a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure.
*The sensitivity assessment can change once full searches have been
completed. If after searching you consider that the response requires a
Ministerial decision please engage with the FOI Unit.)

> Please ensure that your response is signed-off by officials of appropriate
seniority (normally C band or above).

Helpful quidance

Watch our helpful videos for further information on how to respond to an FOI
request: Freedom of Information Unit - Video Guidance | SG Thrive]

Requests for legal advice, or requests which reference or incorporate leqal
advice

Requests for legal advice are subject to certain handling protocols. If you receive a
request for or relating to legal advice, contact the relevant lawyers in the Scottish
Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) who gave that advice to request a review of
whether the material is subject to legal professional privilege (LPP). Your normal
SGLD contact can help in identifying any legal advice in scope of the request. You
must contact the offices of the Law Officers (Lord Advocate and Solicitor General) if
the request is for or relates to legal advice from the Law Officers. Please also CC
digitalandinformationlaw@gov.scot.

If the request is being dealt with under the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 and you have shared legal advice with any external persons,

Requests which capture information about FFMs

If your FOI/EIR contains information that you think might be personal/of interest to
our former FMs, please contact the FOIU as soon as possible and we will advise you
what to do next or sign-post you to the right person to raise this with.



Many thanks,

FOI Unit

[redacted — personal information]

FOI Advisor

Freedom of Information Unit| Improving Public Engagement Division| Directorate for
Communications and Ministerial Support| DG Corporate

St Andrews House

Scottish Government

From: [redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk>
Sent: 11 November 2024 15:00

To: Central Correspondence Unit <ceu@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Good afternoon,

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements
For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

1. 4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
2. 19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
3. 17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
4. 20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)
5. 15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)
If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information
exceeding the cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide
advice and assistance, under the Section 15 obligations of the Act, as to how | can
refine my request.

| would appreciate a prompt response within the timescales allowed for by the Act.

Kind Regards,
[redacted — personal information]

Kind Regards,
[redacted — personal information]
[redacted — personal information]



[redacted — personal information], The Courier

[redacted — personal information] (please note new number) | ¥
[redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk

Albert Square, Dundee, DD1 1DD

THE COURIER | Evening Telegraph

This message is private and confidential. If you have received this message in error,
please notify us immediately by emailing postmaster@dcthomson.co.uk and remove
it from your system.

This email is not intended to create legally binding obligations unless expressly
stated otherwise. We accept no liability for the content of this email, or for the
consequences of any actions taken based on the information provided, unless that
information is subsequently confirmed in writing. Any views or opinions presented in
this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
the company. We have taken reasonable precautions to ensure that no viruses are
contained in this email, but do not accept any responsibility once this email has been
transmitted. You should ensure that the email and attachments (if any) are virus free.
We may monitor email traffic data and also the content of email using data loss
prevention software for the purposes of data security.

D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd.
Albert Square

DUNDEE

DD1 9QJ

(Registered in Scotland No. 5830)

Doc 3

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: 12 November 2024 12:08

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted —
personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Adding [redacted — personal information] back into thread

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 12:07 PM

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted —
personal information]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250


https://twitter.com/alasdair_clark

[redacted — personal information]

Can | ask if we need to do a search within our health comms boxes for the areas
highlighted in yellow? The other three games took place before Mr Gray was
appointed as Health Secretary.

For the second request ‘Details of Scottish Government officials...’ is this information
you will hold?

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements
For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

11.4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

12.19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

13.17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

14.20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)

15.15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)

[redacted — personal information]

News | Senior Media Manager

Communications Health and Social Care

The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh

Mobile: [redacted — personal information]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9021

abcd
www.gov.scot/news

¥ in] fl0)]--]o

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 9:12 AM

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted —
personal information]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250


https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment

Morning — just to make you aware, we have received 5 FOIs so far this morning on
Ministerial visits — the below is the only one from a journalist.

Lines were issued before the weekend on visits to sporting events.
Happy to discuss.

Thanks

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information] | Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland
|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |
Email: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot

To find out more about Active Scotland, please visit us on Twitter or on our Actify
hub.

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director of
Population Health

Sent: 12 November 2024 08:53

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Hi [redacted — personal information]
Apologies would this be for yourself aswell?
Thanks

[redacted — personal information]

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of
Information

Sent: 11 November 2024 16:59

To: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health &
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>

Subject: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Good afternoon,
Please be aware that the 29th of November is not a FOISA holiday and therefore

this date will be calculated as a working day for the purpose of FOISA. Please
remember to factor this into your timescale for response.



Please review this email IN FULL as handling instructions have recently
changed.

It looks like this FOI request may be in relation to your policy area. Please confirm
this sits with you or advise us immediately if it does not; suggesting business areas
that are better suited.

Please note the following:

UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry Restriction Order

Both the UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries have issued a restriction order which
affect information that can be released by the Scottish Government. This may
directly affect the handling of this request. The UK restriction order can be viewed
here and the Scottish restriction order can be viewed here.

These restriction orders must be considered when responding to every request
for information.

Prior to releasing any information, please consider whether the information
requested has been shared with either the UK or Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries. If so,
you must contact CIRD (Covid Inquiries Response Directorate) for advice as soon
as possible. Please contact them by email: covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot

Guidance on undertaking the check and providing the record is now part of the
compliance documents.

Timescale

» The response to this case should issue as soon as possible and no later than
the statutory deadline which is 10/12/24.

Case handler actions

> ‘Assign to self through the ‘Case Actions’ tab on MiCase: MiCase - View
Case 440250
» Send the requester an FOI specific acknowledgement letter, through
MiCase.
» Save all correspondence and evidence of how you reached your final
decision to the eRDM casefile: 202400440250 - Objective (scotland.gov.uk)
» Complete all relevant documents as your case progresses, consulting the
attached casefile checklist for guidance. Remember to complete the
mandatory:
(v) FOI statement of compliance
(vi) Searches template recording details of searches carried out and the
results.
» Use the Response Wizard contained in MiCase for ALL letters to the
requester.



Sensitivity

> In FOISA terms we are assessing this case as routine*. This means it does
not require a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure.
*The sensitivity assessment can change once full searches have been
completed. If after searching you consider that the response requires a
Ministerial decision please engage with the FOI Unit.)

> Please ensure that your response is signed-off by officials of appropriate
seniority (normally C band or above).

Helpful quidance

Watch our helpful videos for further information on how to respond to an FOI
request: Freedom of Information Unit - Video Guidance | SG Thrive]

Requests for legal advice, or requests which reference or incorporate legal
advice

Requests for legal advice are subject to certain handling protocols. If you receive a
request for or relating to legal advice, contact the relevant lawyers in the Scottish
Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) who gave that advice to request a review of
whether the material is subject to legal professional privilege (LPP). Your normal
SGLD contact can help in identifying any legal advice in scope of the request. You
must contact the offices of the Law Officers (Lord Advocate and Solicitor General) if
the request is for or relates to legal advice from the Law Officers. Please also CC
digitalandinformationlaw@gov.scot.

If the request is being dealt with under the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 and you have shared legal advice with any external persons,

Requests which capture information about FFMs

If your FOI/EIR contains information that you think might be personal/of interest to
our former FMs, please contact the FOIU as soon as possible and we will advise you
what to do next or sign-post you to the right person to raise this with.

Many thanks,

FOI Unit

[redacted — personal information]

FOI Advisor

Freedom of Information Unit| Improving Public Engagement Division| Directorate for
Communications and Ministerial Support| DG Corporate

St Andrews House

Scottish Government

From: [redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk>
Sent: 11 November 2024 15:00

To: Central Correspondence Unit <ceu@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI: Neil Gray engagements



Good afternoon,

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements
For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

6. 4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
7. 19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
8. 17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
9. 20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)
10.15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)
If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information
exceeding the cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide
advice and assistance, under the Section 15 obligations of the Act, as to how | can
refine my request.

| would appreciate a prompt response within the timescales allowed for by the Act.

Kind Regards,
[redacted — personal information]

Kind Regards,

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information], The Courier

[redacted — personal information] (please note new number) | ¥
[redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk

Albert Square, Dundee, DD1 1DD

THE COURIER | Evening Telegraph

This message is private and confidential. If you have received this message in error,
please notify us immediately by emailing postmaster@dcthomson.co.uk and remove
it from your system.

This email is not intended to create legally binding obligations unless expressly
stated otherwise. We accept no liability for the content of this email, or for the
consequences of any actions taken based on the information provided, unless that
information is subsequently confirmed in writing. Any views or opinions presented in
this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
the company. We have taken reasonable precautions to ensure that no viruses are


https://twitter.com/alasdair_clark

contained in this email, but do not accept any responsibility once this email has been
transmitted. You should ensure that the email and attachments (if any) are virus free.
We may monitor email traffic data and also the content of email using data loss
prevention software for the purposes of data security.

D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd.
Albert Square

DUNDEE

DD1 9QJ

(Registered in Scotland No. 5830)
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From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: 12 November 2024 12:07

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted —
personal information]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

[redacted — personal information]

Can | ask if we need to do a search within our health comms boxes for the areas
highlighted in yellow? The other three games took place before Mr Gray was
appointed as Health Secretary.

For the second request ‘Details of Scottish Government officials...’ is this information
you will hold?

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements
For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

16.4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

17.19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

18.17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

19.20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)

20.15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)



[redacted — personal information]

News | Senior Media Manager

Communications Health and Social Care

The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh

Mobile: [redacted — personal information]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9021

abcd
www.gov.scot/news

¥ in] £]O)]+|o/

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2024 9:12 AM

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted —
personal information]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Morning — just to make you aware, we have received 5 FOIs so far this morning on
Ministerial visits — the below is the only one from a journalist.

Lines were issued before the weekend on visits to sporting events.
Happy to discuss.

Thanks

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information] | Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland
|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |
Email: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot

To find out more about Active Scotland, please visit us on Twitter or on our Actify
hub.

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director of
Population Health

Sent: 12 November 2024 08:53

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Hi [redacted — personal information]


https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment

Apologies would this be for yourself aswell?
Thanks
[redacted — personal information]

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of
Information

Sent: 11 November 2024 16:59

To: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health &
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>

Subject: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Good afternoon,
Please be aware that the 29th of November is not a FOISA holiday and therefore
this date will be calculated as a working day for the purpose of FOISA. Please

remember to factor this into your timescale for response.

Please review this email IN FULL as handling instructions have recently
changed.

It looks like this FOI request may be in relation to your policy area. Please confirm
this sits with you or advise us immediately if it does not; suggesting business areas
that are better suited.

Please note the following:

UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry Restriction Order

Both the UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries have issued a restriction order which
affect information that can be released by the Scottish Government. This may
directly affect the handling of this request. The UK restriction order can be viewed
here and the Scottish restriction order can be viewed here.

These restriction orders must be considered when responding to every request
for information.

Prior to releasing any information, please consider whether the information
requested has been shared with either the UK or Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries. If so,
you must contact CIRD (Covid Inquiries Response Directorate) for advice as soon
as possible. Please contact them by email: covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot

Guidance on undertaking the check and providing the record is now part of the
compliance documents.

Timescale



» The response to this case should issue as soon as possible and no later than
the statutory deadline which is 10/12/24.

Case handler actions

> ‘Assign to self through the ‘Case Actions’ tab on MiCase: MiCase - View
Case 440250
» Send the requester an FOI specific acknowledgement letter, through
MiCase.
» Save all correspondence and evidence of how you reached your final
decision to the eRDM casefile: 202400440250 - Objective (scotland.gov.uk)
» Complete all relevant documents as your case progresses, consulting the
attached casefile checklist for guidance. Remember to complete the
mandatory:
(vii) FOI statement of compliance
(viii) Searches template recording details of searches carried out and
the results.
» Use the Response Wizard contained in MiCase for ALL letters to the
requester.

Sensitivity

» In FOISA terms we are assessing this case as routine*. This means it does
not require a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure.
*The sensitivity assessment can change once full searches have been
completed. If after searching you consider that the response requires a
Ministerial decision please engage with the FOI Unit.)

> Please ensure that your response is signed-off by officials of appropriate
seniority (normally C band or above).

Helpful quidance

Watch our helpful videos for further information on how to respond to an FOI
request: Freedom of Information Unit - Video Guidance | SG Thrive]

Requests for legal advice, or requests which reference or incorporate leqal
advice

Requests for legal advice are subject to certain handling protocols. If you receive a
request for or relating to legal advice, contact the relevant lawyers in the Scottish
Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) who gave that advice to request a review of
whether the material is subject to legal professional privilege (LPP). Your normal
SGLD contact can help in identifying any legal advice in scope of the request. You
must contact the offices of the Law Officers (Lord Advocate and Solicitor General) if
the request is for or relates to legal advice from the Law Officers. Please also CC
digitalandinformationlaw@gov.scot.

If the request is being dealt with under the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 and you have shared legal advice with any external persons,

Requests which capture information about FFMs




If your FOI/EIR contains information that you think might be personal/of interest to
our former FMs, please contact the FOIU as soon as possible and we will advise you
what to do next or sign-post you to the right person to raise this with.

Many thanks,

FOI Unit

[redacted — personal information]

FOI Advisor

Freedom of Information Unit| Improving Public Engagement Division| Directorate for
Communications and Ministerial Support| DG Corporate

St Andrews House

Scottish Government

From: [redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk>
Sent: 11 November 2024 15:00

To: Central Correspondence Unit <ceu@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Good afternoon,

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements
For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

11.4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
12.19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
13.17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
14.20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)
15.15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)
If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information
exceeding the cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide
advice and assistance, under the Section 15 obligations of the Act, as to how | can
refine my request.

| would appreciate a prompt response within the timescales allowed for by the Act.

Kind Regards,
[redacted — personal information]



Kind Regards,

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information], The Courier

[redacted — personal information] (please note new number) | ¥
[redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk

Albert Square, Dundee, DD1 1DD

THE COURIER | Evening Telegraph

This message is private and confidential. If you have received this message in error,
please notify us immediately by emailing postmaster@dcthomson.co.uk and remove
it from your system.

This email is not intended to create legally binding obligations unless expressly
stated otherwise. We accept no liability for the content of this email, or for the
consequences of any actions taken based on the information provided, unless that
information is subsequently confirmed in writing. Any views or opinions presented in
this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
the company. We have taken reasonable precautions to ensure that no viruses are
contained in this email, but do not accept any responsibility once this email has been
transmitted. You should ensure that the email and attachments (if any) are virus free.
We may monitor email traffic data and also the content of email using data loss
prevention software for the purposes of data security.

D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd.
Albert Square

DUNDEE

DD1 9QJ

(Registered in Scotland No. 5830)
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From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: 12 November 2024 08:55

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Hi [redacted — personal information]

Might need your help with this one!

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information] | Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland

|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |
Email: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot


https://twitter.com/alasdair_clark

To find out more about Active Scotland, please visit us on Twitter or on our Actify
hub.

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director of
Population Health

Sent: 12 November 2024 08:53

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Hi [redacted — personal information]
Apologies would this be for yourself aswell?
Thanks

[redacted — personal information]

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of
Information

Sent: 11 November 2024 16:59

To: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health &
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>

Subject: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Good afternoon,
Please be aware that the 29th of November is not a FOISA holiday and therefore
this date will be calculated as a working day for the purpose of FOISA. Please

remember to factor this into your timescale for response.

Please review this email IN FULL as handling instructions have recently
changed.

It looks like this FOI request may be in relation to your policy area. Please confirm
this sits with you or advise us immediately if it does not; suggesting business areas
that are better suited.

Please note the following:

UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry Restriction Order

Both the UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries have issued a restriction order which
affect information that can be released by the Scottish Government. This may
directly affect the handling of this request. The UK restriction order can be viewed
here and the Scottish restriction order can be viewed here.




These restriction orders must be considered when responding to every request
for information.

Prior to releasing any information, please consider whether the information
requested has been shared with either the UK or Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries. If so,
you must contact CIRD (Covid Inquiries Response Directorate) for advice as soon
as possible. Please contact them by email: covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot

Guidance on undertaking the check and providing the record is now part of the
compliance documents.

Timescale

>

The response to this case should issue as soon as possible and no later than
the statutory deadline which is 10/12/24.

Case handler actions

>

>

>

‘Assign to self’ through the ‘Case Actions’ tab on MiCase: MiCase - View
Case 440250
Send the requester an FOI specific acknowledgement letter, through
MiCase.
Save all correspondence and evidence of how you reached your final
decision to the eRDM casefile: 202400440250 - Objective (scotland.gov.uk)
Complete all relevant documents as your case progresses, consulting the
attached casefile checklist for guidance. Remember to complete the
mandatory:

(ix)FOI statement of compliance

(x) Searches template recording details of searches carried out and the

results.

Use the Response Wizard contained in MiCase for ALL letters to the
requester.

Sensitivity

>

In FOISA terms we are assessing this case as routine*. This means it does
not require a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure.

*The sensitivity assessment can change once full searches have been
completed. If after searching you consider that the response requires a
Ministerial decision please engage with the FOI Unit.)

Please ensure that your response is signed-off by officials of appropriate
seniority (normally C band or above).

Helpful quidance

Watch our helpful videos for further information on how to respond to an FOI
request: Freedom of Information Unit - Video Guidance | SG Thrive]




Requests for legal advice, or requests which reference or incorporate leqal
advice

Requests for legal advice are subject to certain handling protocols. If you receive a
request for or relating to legal advice, contact the relevant lawyers in the Scottish
Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) who gave that advice to request a review of
whether the material is subject to legal professional privilege (LPP). Your normal
SGLD contact can help in identifying any legal advice in scope of the request. You
must contact the offices of the Law Officers (Lord Advocate and Solicitor General) if
the request is for or relates to legal advice from the Law Officers. Please also CC
digitalandinformationlaw@gov.scot.

If the request is being dealt with under the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 and you have shared legal advice with any external persons,

Requests which capture information about FFMs

If your FOI/EIR contains information that you think might be personal/of interest to
our former FMs, please contact the FOIU as soon as possible and we will advise you
what to do next or sign-post you to the right person to raise this with.

Many thanks,

FOI Unit

[redacted — personal information]

FOI Advisor

Freedom of Information Unit| Improving Public Engagement Division| Directorate for
Communications and Ministerial Support| DG Corporate

St Andrews House

Scottish Government

From: [redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk>
Sent: 11 November 2024 15:00

To: Central Correspondence Unit <ceu@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Good afternoon,

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements
For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

21.4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)



22.19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
23.17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
24.20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)
25.15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)
If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information
exceeding the cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide
advice and assistance, under the Section 15 obligations of the Act, as to how | can
refine my request.

| would appreciate a prompt response within the timescales allowed for by the Act.

Kind Regards,
[redacted — personal information]

Kind Regards,

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information], The Courier

[redacted — personal information] (please note new number) | ¥
[redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk

Albert Square, Dundee, DD1 1DD

THE COURIER | Evening Telegraph

This message is private and confidential. If you have received this message in error,
please notify us immediately by emailing postmaster@dcthomson.co.uk and remove
it from your system.

This email is not intended to create legally binding obligations unless expressly
stated otherwise. We accept no liability for the content of this email, or for the
consequences of any actions taken based on the information provided, unless that
information is subsequently confirmed in writing. Any views or opinions presented in
this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
the company. We have taken reasonable precautions to ensure that no viruses are
contained in this email, but do not accept any responsibility once this email has been
transmitted. You should ensure that the email and attachments (if any) are virus free.
We may monitor email traffic data and also the content of email using data loss
prevention software for the purposes of data security.

D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd.
Albert Square

DUNDEE

DD1 9QJ

(Registered in Scotland No. 5830)


https://twitter.com/alasdair_clark
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From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director of
Population Health

Sent: 12 November 2024 08:53

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>; [redacted — personal
information]@gov.scot>

Cc: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Hi [redacted — personal information]
Apologies would this be for yourself aswell?
Thanks

[redacted — personal information]

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of
Information

Sent: 11 November 2024 16:59

To: Director of Population Health <Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health &
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>

Subject: TRIAGE - FOI - Sporting Engagements for Mr. Gray - 202400440250

Good afternoon,
Please be aware that the 29th of November is not a FOISA holiday and therefore
this date will be calculated as a working day for the purpose of FOISA. Please

remember to factor this into your timescale for response.

Please review this email IN FULL as handling instructions have recently
changed.

It looks like this FOI request may be in relation to your policy area. Please confirm
this sits with you or advise us immediately if it does not; suggesting business areas
that are better suited.

Please note the following:

UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry Restriction Order

Both the UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries have issued a restriction order which
affect information that can be released by the Scottish Government. This may
directly affect the handling of this request. The UK restriction order can be viewed
here and the Scottish restriction order can be viewed here.

These restriction orders must be considered when responding to every request
for information.




Prior to releasing any information, please consider whether the information
requested has been shared with either the UK or Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries. If so,
you must contact CIRD (Covid Inquiries Response Directorate) for advice as soon
as possible. Please contact them by email: covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot

Guidance on undertaking the check and providing the record is now part of the
compliance documents.

Timescale

» The response to this case should issue as soon as possible and no later than
the statutory deadline which is 10/12/24.

Case handler actions

> ‘Assign to self’ through the ‘Case Actions’ tab on MiCase: MiCase - View
Case 440250
» Send the requester an FOI specific acknowledgement letter, through
MiCase.
» Save all correspondence and evidence of how you reached your final
decision to the eRDM casefile: 202400440250 - Objective (scotland.gov.uk)
» Complete all relevant documents as your case progresses, consulting the
attached casefile checklist for guidance. Remember to complete the
mandatory:
(xi)FOI statement of compliance
(xii) Searches template recording details of searches carried out and
the results.
» Use the Response Wizard contained in MiCase for ALL letters to the
requester.

Sensitivity

> In FOISA terms we are assessing this case as routine*. This means it does
not require a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure.
*The sensitivity assessment can change once full searches have been
completed. If after searching you consider that the response requires a
Ministerial decision please engage with the FOI Unit.)

> Please ensure that your response is signed-off by officials of appropriate
seniority (normally C band or above).

Helpful quidance

Watch our helpful videos for further information on how to respond to an FOI
request: Freedom of Information Unit - Video Guidance | SG Thrive]

Requests for legal advice, or requests which reference or incorporate leqgal
advice

Requests for legal advice are subject to certain handling protocols. If you receive a
request for or relating to legal advice, contact the relevant lawyers in the Scottish
Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) who gave that advice to request a review of




whether the material is subject to legal professional privilege (LPP). Your normal
SGLD contact can help in identifying any legal advice in scope of the request. You
must contact the offices of the Law Officers (Lord Advocate and Solicitor General) if
the request is for or relates to legal advice from the Law Officers. Please also CC
digitalandinformationlaw@gov.scot.

If the request is being dealt with under the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 and you have shared legal advice with any external persons,

Requests which capture information about FFMs

If your FOI/EIR contains information that you think might be personal/of interest to
our former FMs, please contact the FOIU as soon as possible and we will advise you
what to do next or sign-post you to the right person to raise this with.

Many thanks,

FOI Unit

[redacted — personal information]

FOI Advisor

Freedom of Information Unit| Improving Public Engagement Division| Directorate for
Communications and Ministerial Support| DG Corporate

St Andrews House

Scottish Government

From: [redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk>
Sent: 11 November 2024 15:00

To: Central Correspondence Unit <ceu@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Good afternoon,

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements
For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

26.4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

27.19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

28.17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

29.20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)

30.15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)



If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information
exceeding the cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide
advice and assistance, under the Section 15 obligations of the Act, as to how | can
refine my request.

| would appreciate a prompt response within the timescales allowed for by the Act.

Kind Regards,
[redacted — personal information]

Kind Regards,

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information], The Courier

[redacted — personal information] (please note new number) | ¥
[redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk

Albert Square, Dundee, DD1 1DD

THE COURIER | Evening Telegraph

This message is private and confidential. If you have received this message in error,
please notify us immediately by emailing postmaster@dcthomson.co.uk and remove
it from your system.

This email is not intended to create legally binding obligations unless expressly
stated otherwise. We accept no liability for the content of this email, or for the
consequences of any actions taken based on the information provided, unless that
information is subsequently confirmed in writing. Any views or opinions presented in
this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
the company. We have taken reasonable precautions to ensure that no viruses are
contained in this email, but do not accept any responsibility once this email has been
transmitted. You should ensure that the email and attachments (if any) are virus free.
We may monitor email traffic data and also the content of email using data loss
prevention software for the purposes of data security.

D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd.
Albert Square

DUNDEE

DD1 9QJ

(Registered in Scotland No. 5830)
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From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Sent: 09 December 2024 11:19

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted — personal information] <Duncan.Mackay@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: FOI: Neil Gray engagements


https://twitter.com/alasdair_clark

Thanks [redacted — personal information] — happy with these.
[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information]
Head of Active Scotland | Scottish Government |
' [redacted — personal information] | : [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot

\ ACTIVE
SCOTLAND

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>
Sent: 05 December 2024 14:08

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Hi [redacted — personal information]

Please see the below draft response and attached documents. | have only attached
the docs which you haven’t already seen.

Many thanks
[redacted — personal information]

REQUEST UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002
(FOISA)

Thank you for your request dated 11 November 2024 under the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA).

Your request

You asked for:
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements

For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

e 4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

e 19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

e 17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

e 20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)

o 15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)



Response to your request

| enclose a copy of most of the information you requested. Exemptions under
sections 29(1)(a), 33(1)(b) and 38(1)(b) of FOISA apply to some of the information
you have requested. This means we have redacted information linked to section
29(1)(a) on the formulation or development of government policy; section 33(1)(b)
where disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially the commercial
interests of any person or organisation; and section 38(1)(b) relating to personal
details of members of the public and Scottish Government officials under the grade
of Senior Civil Servant.

An exemption under section 29(1)(a) of FOISA (formulation or development of
government policy) applies to some the information requested because it relates to
the development of the Scottish Government’s policy as regards specific aspects of
football on which we are currently considering our approach. This exemption is
subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all the
circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the
information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have found
that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption. We
recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open,
transparent and accountable government, and to inform public debate. However,
there is a greater public interest in high quality policy and decision-making, and in
the properly considered implementation and development of policies and

decisions. This means that Ministers and officials need to be able to consider all
available options and to debate those rigorously, to fully understand their possible
implications. Their candour in doing so will be affected by their assessment of
whether the discussions on the policies will be disclosed in the near future, when it
may undermine or constrain the Government’s view on that policy while it is still
under discussion and development.

An exemption under section 33(1)(b) of FOISA (commercial interest) applies to some
the information requested because it relates to ongoing negotiations regarding a
funding proposal under the fan bank. This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest
test’. Therefore, taking account of all the circumstances of this case, we have
considered if the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public
interest in applying the exemption. We have found that, on balance, the public
interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption. We recognise that releasing the
information would be of interest to the public but it could adversely impact on
sensitive discussions between those involved in the proposal and the finalisation of
the transaction.

In terms of how the visits were arranged and who accompanied Mr Gray, the
Scottish FA and SPFL regularly invite Ministers to international matches and
domestic cup finals and semi-finals. These provide a good opportunity to engage
with a number of football stakeholders on current key issues. Invitations are sent to
the Scottish Government by the organising body, either the Scottish Football
Association or the Scottish Professional Football League, and, as with any
engagement invitation, officials provide advice to Ministers on potential attendance.



For each of these three visits, Mr Gray was accompanied by a Scottish Government
official and a guest. The names of these attendees are withheld under Section
38(1)(b) (personal information).

[redacted — personal information] | Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland
|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |
Email: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot

To find out more about Active Scotland, please visit us on Twitter or on our Actify
hub.

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of
Information

Sent: 11 November 2024 15:40

To: Central Correspondence Unit <CentralCorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot>
Cc: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Hi CCU,
This request has been identified as a standard FOI request.
Please:

e Upload this request using the standard CCU FOI process.
o Please return to the FOIU unit for triaging.

Thank you,

[redacted — personal information]

FOI Advisor

Freedom of Information Unit| Improving Public Engagement Division| Directorate for
Communications and Ministerial Support| DG Corporate

St Andrews House

Scottish Government

From: [redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk>
Sent: 11 November 2024 15:00

To: Central Correspondence Unit <ceu@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Good afternoon,

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials



o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements
For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

31.4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
32.19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
33.17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
34.20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)
35.15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)
If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information
exceeding the cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide
advice and assistance, under the Section 15 obligations of the Act, as to how | can
refine my request.

| would appreciate a prompt response within the timescales allowed for by the Act.

Kind Regards,
[redacted — personal information]

Kind Regards,

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information], The Courier

[redacted — personal information] (please note new number) | ¥
[redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk

Albert Square, Dundee, DD1 1DD

THE COURIER | Evening Telegraph

This message is private and confidential. If you have received this message in error,
please notify us immediately by emailing postmaster@dcthomson.co.uk and remove
it from your system.

This email is not intended to create legally binding obligations unless expressly
stated otherwise. We accept no liability for the content of this email, or for the
consequences of any actions taken based on the information provided, unless that
information is subsequently confirmed in writing. Any views or opinions presented in
this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
the company. We have taken reasonable precautions to ensure that no viruses are
contained in this email, but do not accept any responsibility once this email has been
transmitted. You should ensure that the email and attachments (if any) are virus free.
We may monitor email traffic data and also the content of email using data loss
prevention software for the purposes of data security.


https://twitter.com/alasdair_clark

D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd.
Albert Square

DUNDEE

DD1 9QJ

(Registered in Scotland No. 5830)
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From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot
Sent: 05 December 2024 14:08

To: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Hi [redacted — personal information]

Please see the below draft response and attached documents. | have only attached
the docs which you haven't already seen.

Many thanks
[redacted — personal information]

REQUEST UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002
(FOISA)

Thank you for your request dated 11 November 2024 under the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA).

Your request

You asked for:
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements

For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

e 4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

e 19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

e 17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)

e 20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)

o 15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)

Response to your request




| enclose a copy of most of the information you requested. Exemptions under
sections 29(1)(a), 33(1)(b) and 38(1)(b) of FOISA apply to some of the information
you have requested. This means we have redacted information linked to section
29(1)(a) on the formulation or development of government policy; section 33(1)(b)
where disclosure would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially the commercial
interests of any person or organisation; and section 38(1)(b) relating to personal
details of members of the public and Scottish Government officials under the grade
of Senior Civil Servant.

An exemption under section 29(1)(a) of FOISA (formulation or development of
government policy) applies to some the information requested because it relates to
the development of the Scottish Government’s policy as regards specific aspects of
football on which we are currently considering our approach. This exemption is
subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all the
circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the
information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have found
that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption. We
recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open,
transparent and accountable government, and to inform public debate. However,
there is a greater public interest in high quality policy and decision-making, and in
the properly considered implementation and development of policies and

decisions. This means that Ministers and officials need to be able to consider all
available options and to debate those rigorously, to fully understand their possible
implications. Their candour in doing so will be affected by their assessment of
whether the discussions on the policies will be disclosed in the near future, when it
may undermine or constrain the Government’s view on that policy while it is still
under discussion and development.

An exemption under section 33(1)(b) of FOISA (commercial interest) applies to some
the information requested because it relates to ongoing negotiations regarding a
funding proposal under the fan bank. This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest
test’. Therefore, taking account of all the circumstances of this case, we have
considered if the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public
interest in applying the exemption. We have found that, on balance, the public
interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption. We recognise that releasing the
information would be of interest to the public but it could adversely impact on
sensitive discussions between those involved in the proposal and the finalisation of
the transaction.

In terms of how the visits were arranged and who accompanied Mr Gray, the
Scottish FA and SPFL regularly invite Ministers to international matches and
domestic cup finals and semi-finals. These provide a good opportunity to engage
with a number of football stakeholders on current key issues. Invitations are sent to
the Scottish Government by the organising body, either the Scottish Football
Association or the Scottish Professional Football League, and, as with any
engagement invitation, officials provide advice to Ministers on potential attendance.

For each of these three visits, Mr Gray was accompanied by a Scottish Government
official and a guest. The names of these attendees are withheld under Section
38(1)(b) (personal information).



[redacted — personal information] | Delivery & Policy Officer | Active Scotland
|Scottish Government | Ground East, St Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |
Email: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot

To find out more about Active Scotland, please visit us on Twitter or on our Actify
hub.

From: [redacted — personal information]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of
Information

Sent: 11 November 2024 15:40

To: Central Correspondence Unit <CentralCorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot>
Cc: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Hi CCU,
This request has been identified as a standard FOI request.
Please:

e Upload this request using the standard CCU FOI process.
o Please return to the FOIU unit for triaging.

Thank you,

[redacted — personal information]

FOI Advisor

Freedom of Information Unit| Improving Public Engagement Division| Directorate for
Communications and Ministerial Support| DG Corporate

St Andrews House

Scottish Government

From: [redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk>
Sent: 11 November 2024 15:00

To: Central Correspondence Unit <ceu@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI: Neil Gray engagements

Good afternoon,

Under FOISA, | would be obliged for you to provide the following information
« Any briefings or visit notes produced for the cabinet secretary or officials
o Details of Scottish Government officials (including total number and job titles)
who attended with the Cabinet Secretary
e Any minutes, notes or entries on the corporate record associated with the
engagements



For the following ministerial engagements by Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray:

36.4 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
37.19 November 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
38.17 December 2023: SFA Social Impact Investment in Sport engagement
(Hampden Park)
39.20 April 2024: Men’s Scottish Cup Semi-Final - Aberdeen v Celtic (Hampden)
40.15 May 2024: Aberdeen v Livingston Football Match (Aberdeen)
If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to the information
exceeding the cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide
advice and assistance, under the Section 15 obligations of the Act, as to how | can
refine my request.

| would appreciate a prompt response within the timescales allowed for by the Act.

Kind Regards,
[redacted — personal information]

Kind Regards,

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information]

[redacted — personal information], The Courier

[redacted — personal information] (please note new number) | ¥
[redacted — personal information]@dcthomson.co.uk

Albert Square, Dundee, DD1 1DD

THE COURIER | Evening Telegraph

This message is private and confidential. If you have received this message in error,
please notify us immediately by emailing postmaster@dcthomson.co.uk and remove
it from your system.

This email is not intended to create legally binding obligations unless expressly
stated otherwise. We accept no liability for the content of this email, or for the
consequences of any actions taken based on the information provided, unless that
information is subsequently confirmed in writing. Any views or opinions presented in
this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of
the company. We have taken reasonable precautions to ensure that no viruses are
contained in this email, but do not accept any responsibility once this email has been
transmitted. You should ensure that the email and attachments (if any) are virus free.
We may monitor email traffic data and also the content of email using data loss
prevention software for the purposes of data security.

D.C. Thomson & Co., Ltd.
Albert Square

DUNDEE

DD1 9QJ


https://twitter.com/alasdair_clark

(Registered in Scotland No. 5830)



