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BRIEFING FOR MINISTER FOR EQUALITIES, MIGRATION AND REFUGEES - 
SCOTLAND V GEORGIA SUMMER INTERNATIONAL  
 
Date and Time of 
Engagement 

Saturday 26 August 2023 
15:30 – 19:15 

Where Scottish Gas Murrayfield, Edinburgh, EH12 5PJ 

Who  Mark Dodson, Scottish Rugby Union CEO 
Key Purpose / 
Message 

• Scottish Government is a strong supporter of Scottish Rugby 
• To wish the men’s team good luck as they start their 

preparation for the Rugby World Cup in France  
Top Facts / 
Figures 

• Scotland face Georgia at the Scottish Gas Murrayfield 
Stadium in their final summer international ahead of the 
Rugby World Cup in France (8 Sept - 28 Oct). 

• Scotland are looking to build on the significant promise they 
have shown in recent seasons where they finished 3rd 
behind Ireland and France in this year’s Six Nations. 

• Scotland and Georgia have played against each other in 5 
rugby test matches since their first meeting in 2011. 
Scotland have won all 5 matches with the last one in 2020 
where Scotland won 48-7. 

• Scotland are 5th in the world rankings; Georgia are sitting 
11th. 

Suggested tweet Looking forward to @ScotlandTeam playing @GeorgianRugby 
#AsOne 
 
@ActiveScotGov 

Official Support [redacted – personal information], Active Scotland 
Mob : [redacted – personal information] 

Dress code Smart /Kilt – please dress for the weather 

Greeting Party 
and specific 
meeting point on 
arrival  

Graham Law from Scottish Rugby will meet the Minister on 
arrival at the President’s Suite 

Ministerial 
car/parking 
arrangements 

A car parking space has been requested – there may be local 
road closures due to the amount of supporters attending. 
 
ASD have spoken to the Government Car Service about 
access. 

 
Briefing Contents 
Annex A Event programme 

Annex B Summary Page  

Annex C Key Lines/Further Lines 

Annex D Background – Support for Ukraine 

Annex E Background - Rugby 
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ANNEX A 
EVENT PROGRAMME 
 
15:30 Minister to arrive at Scottish Gas Murrayfield and be met by Graham 

Law and [redated – personal information].   
 
  An informal buffet is available for guests.  
 

Minister to be introduced to former Scotland Internationals who are 
supporting a charity to supply 4x4 vehicles to Ukraine. [redacted – 
personal information] to oversee. 

 
17:15  Guests will be invited to take their seats. 
 
17:30  Kick-off. 
 
18:15  Half-time – tea/coffee will be available. 
 
18:30  Second half will begin. 
 
19:15  Full-time. 
 

Minister free to depart. 
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ANNEX B 
 

SUMMARY PAGE 
 
Key Lines 
 

• Delighted to be at the newly named Scottish Gas Murrayfield and recognise 
Scottish Rugby’s commitment to help Scotland reach Net Zero. 
 

• Would like to wish the Scottish Men’s Team good luck in the run up to and 
during the rugby world cup which starts in September. 

 
Summer Internationals 
Scotland are playing in a series of summer internationals as a warm-up to the Rugby 
World Cup which is being held in France, starting on Friday 8 September. 
 
Date Home Away Result 
29 July Scotland Italy 25-13 
5 August Scotland France 25-21 
12 August France Scotland 30-27 
26 August Scotland Georgia ?? 
 
Rugby World Cup 
The Rugby World Cup begins on Friday 8 September when hosts France take on 
New Zealand in their opening pool match. The final will be played on 28 October in 
Paris. 
 
Scotland are drawn in pool B alongside South Africa, Ireland, Tonga and Romania. 
 
Scotland’s fixtures are: 
Date Opposition Venue 
10 September South Africa Marseille 
24 September Tonga Nice 
30 September Romania Lille 
7 October Ireland Paris 
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ANNEX C 
 

KEYLINES/FURTHER LINES 
 
Key Lines 
• The Scottish Government is a strong supporter of Scottish Rugby and 

recognises its significant contribution to raising Scotland’s profile on the 
international sporting stage as well as promoting the wider benefits of sport. 
 

• We want the people of Scotland to get the most out of life – and for sport to help 
make this happen. By encouraging people to take part in sport at all levels, the 
sporting system creates wider benefits in areas such as health, education, 
communities and the economy. 
 

• sportscotland is investing £733,050k in Scottish Rugby in 2023-24 to support 
Scottish Rugby’s infrastructure and wider development.  

 
Further Lines 
Support for Ukraine – Ivan Tukalo, Finaly Calder, Colin Deans and Gordon 
Hunter 
• I understand that you have already donated vehicles and other supplies to the 

people of Ukraine and plan to do so later this year – fascinated to hear more 
about the project and your previous trip? 

• I am looking forward to seeing the video which you made and wish you well for 
your second trip. 
 

Scottish Rugby and Ukraine 
• I am aware that Edinburgh Rugby provided 1500 tickets for Ukrainian refugees in 

2022 for the Edinburgh v Glasgow match which took place at Murrayfield. 
 
Scottish Government Support to Ukraine 
• Since the war against Ukraine began over 25,000 people sponsored by an 

individual in Scotland or the Scottish Government have arrived in the UK. 
• We are investing over £70 million in 2023/24 in the Ukrainian Resettlement 

programme to ensure people continue to receive a Warm Scots Welcome and 
are supported to rebuild their lives in our communities for as long as need to call 
Scotland home. 

• The current number of displaced people from Ukraine in welcome 
accommodation has more than halved since November 2022. 

 
On Alcohol Advertising Ban 
• Ministers have asked officials to go back to the drawing board on potential 

proposals to restrict alcohol advertising and promotion. 
• We all want to reduce the harm that is caused by alcohol, particularly to young 

people. 
• We know that young people seeing alcohol marketing is associated with them 

starting to drink alcohol or drinking more alcohol. 
• We must ensure we prevent alcohol harms without undermining Scotland’s 

world-class drinks industry or tourism sector. 
• I am hopeful that, by taking a fresh look at the issue, we can find a way forward 

that achieves both those crucial aims. 
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• We will be reflecting on the feedback we received from stakeholders during the 
recent Ministerial roundtables and will analyse the public consultation responses 
to understand the views and perspectives of those that responded.   

• No decisions have been taken on scope or on the type of restrictions that might 
be taken forward in future. 

• In recognition of the wide range of potential impacts raised by the consultation, 
the then Minister for Public Health held a series of roundtables with key 
stakeholders, including representatives from the alcohol, retail and advertising 
industries, to hear directly from them.  

• Further consultation and engagement with public health stakeholders and 
businesses will take place as our work progresses. 

 
• We consulted on restricting alcohol advertising and promotion to protect 

vulnerable groups, including children and young people and those in recovery. 
These groups have told us directly that they see a lot of alcohol advertising and 
promotion and want us to restrict this. 

• Alcohol marketing is seen by, and appealing to, large volumes of children and 
young people. 

• International evidence shows that seeing alcohol marketing is associated with an 
increased likelihood that children and young people will start to drink alcohol or, 
if they already drink alcohol, drink more. This is harmful to them in both the short 
and long term. 

 
On Transgender Guidance 
• The Scottish Government and the UK Sports Councils passionately believe that 

sport is for everyone. We should all feel included, and able to take part and 
access the benefits of sport. 

• An ongoing priority for the Scottish Government is to support participation across 
all groups and tackle inequalities in participation. 

• Sports are incredibly diverse and there can be no one-size fits all approach with 
inclusion. There may need to be different solutions for different sports, which is 
why the Guidance encourages sports to consider options to balance fairness, 
safety and inclusion. 

• Where possible the Sports Councils encourage sports to be creative, flexible, 
and accommodating in their approaches, developing meaningful inclusion 
policies that consider the needs of all groups – and be transparent in their 
decision-making. 

 
On Concussion 
• All Brain injuries need to be taken seriously can be quite difficult to diagnose, 

even by experienced healthcare professionals. There is no simple test. 
• We are committed to increasing the opportunities for people to play sport and be 

active. At the same time, the safety and wellbeing of all who participate is 
paramount and that’s why we’re reminding coaches, players and spectators that 
all concussions are serious.  

• The overarching message remains the same: all concussions are serious - if in 
doubt, sit them out. 

 
On Scottish Rugby’s “Tell Us” 
• The Scottish Government is absolutely clear that here is no place for racism or 

discrimination of any kind in sport, or wider society – whether it is racism, 
misogyny, or homophobia.  Absolutely no one should have to suffer abuse. 
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• The Scottish Government welcomes sportscotland’s new partnership with the 
UK-wide race discrimination charity, Sporting Equals, as part of an ongoing 
commitment to tackling race inequality in sport and physical activity 

• We must apply lessons learned from the recent review into institutionalised 
racism in Cricket Scotland throughout Scotland’s sporting system.  Scottish 
Governing Bodies of Sport (SGBs) should work with sportscotland to continue 
development and progress across their anti-racism and EDI strategy. 

• The Scottish Government are committed to tackling the behaviour that stems 
from systemic, deep rooted women's inequality which leads to violent and 
abusive behaviour by men directed at women and girls precisely because they 
are women and girls. 

• Sport has a very special place in our society, which is why it is vital that relevant 
authorities and clubs ensure that they and their players are positive role models 
for children and adults across the country. 

• The Scottish Government has taken robust action to tackle sexual offending – 
improving our laws, including domestic abuse, stalking, sexual harassment, 
threatening or abusive behaviour.   

• We have modernised the law on sexual offences encouraging more victims of 
recent and historical cases to come forward and improving support.  

• sportscotland invests in 48 SGBs, all off which must be compliant with the 
Standards for Child Wellbeing and Protection in Sport, which is a condition of 
investment. Compliance with the Standards is managed, monitored and 
reviewed by Children 1st.  

• The process is currently being reviewed with a view to putting in place a more 
qualitative assessment framework to further assess both the implementation of 
the Standards by SGBs and the associated outcomes. They will work with the 
SGB to embed the criteria and expand their practice for SGB activities and that 
of their clubs.  

 
 
 



 

7 
 

ANNEX D 
 

UKRAINE 
 
The Scottish Government condemns Russia’s illegal war against Ukraine and 
is shocked and appalled at the violence and humanitarian crisis this has 
caused.  
• Scotland stands for democracy, human rights and the rule of law at home and 

abroad.  Scotland offers its unqualified support for Ukrainian sovereignty, 
independence and territorial integrity. 

• We all wish a speedy victory for Ukraine and a resolution which restores peace 
and ensures Ukrainian sovereignty, democracy, independence and territorial 
integrity. 

• Providing support and sanctuary for displaced people from Ukraine will continue 
to be a priority for the Scottish Government.  

 
Since the war against Ukraine began over 25,000 people sponsored by an 
individual in Scotland or the Scottish Government have arrived in the UK.   
• The Super Sponsor Scheme has been overwhelmingly popular, with local 

authorities, the third sector and local communities responding in partnership. 
• Over 20,000 of these arrivals are through the Scottish Government’s successful 

Super Sponsor Scheme.   
• I am proud of how Scotland has responded to this humanitarian crisis and 

grateful to all of those who have opened up their home to displaced Ukrainians 
fleeing the war. 

 
UKRAINIAN RESETTLEMENT PROGRAMME 
 
We are investing over £70 million in 2023/24 in the Ukrainian Resettlement 
programme to ensure people continue to receive a Warm Scots Welcome and 
are supported to rebuild their lives in our communities for as long as need to 
call Scotland home. 
• We will continue to build on the significant funding of around £200 million we 

have provided to support resettlement in 2022-23.  
• In November 2022, the Minister published the results of a review of the Super 

Sponsor scheme with a focus on longer-term sustainable accommodation.   
• Our priority is supporting people displaced from Ukraine to rebuild their lives 

here, securing jobs and accessing public services including the benefits they are 
entitled to, and helping them secure longer-term accommodation. 
 

WELCOME ACCOMMODATION  
 
The current number of displaced people from Ukraine in welcome 
accommodation has more than halved since November 2022. 
• Our priority is to support everyone who remains in welcome accommodation to 

access longer-term housing and ensure new arrivals can be safely 
accommodated.  

• Almost 1,200 long-term homes are being brought back into use for those fleeing 
war in Ukraine from our Longer-Term Resettlement Fund, which is making up to 
£50 million available to Local Authorities and Registered Social Landlords to 
improve empty and unused properties. 
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• The safe disembarkation of the MS Victoria in Edinburgh was completed ahead 
of the contract end on 11 July, with all guests supported into onward 
accommodation where required. 

• All guests disembarked MS Ambition in Glasgow before the end of March and 
were supported where necessary into alternative accommodation.  

• We continue to work closely with local authorities to help displaced people 
secure longer-term housing, including making full use of existing and new 
volunteer hosts, social housing and supporting access to viable private rental 
options. 

 
LONGER-TERM RESETTLEMENT FUND 
 
The Scottish Government’s £50 million Ukraine Longer-term Resettlement 
Fund (ULTRF) is funding the improvement of 1168 void properties for 
rehousing UDPs across Scotland. 
• On 22 September 2022, we launched the £50 million Ukraine Longer-Term 

Resettlement Fund (ULTRF) to bring Local Authority (LA) and Registered Social 
Landlord (RSL) empty properties back into use that would otherwise not have 
been available for let.  

• The homes provided will be good quality affordable homes and will be available 
to rent for up to three years, after which some will continue to be available as 
social rented homes.  

• To date, the Fund has allocated nearly £23m (£22.887m) through 14 approved 
capital projects across Scotland, bringing 1168 homes back into use.  

• Almost 1,000 (945) Ukrainian people are already living in 450 of these 
refurbished homes whilst a further 225 homes have been completed and are in 
the process of being tenanted.  

• There remains a healthy pipeline of applications and expressions of interest and 
with the Fund still open, we continue to encourage Councils and housing 
associations to submit their applications given the continuing demand for longer-
term settled accommodation.  

 
HUMANITARIAN AID AND FUNDING SUPPORT 
 
The Scottish Government committed to over £5 million in humanitarian aid to 
help provide basic humanitarian assistance, including in health, water and 
sanitation, and shelter for those fleeing Ukraine to neighbouring countries. 
• The Scottish Government has committed to over £4 million in humanitarian aid to 

help provide basic humanitarian assistance, including in health, water and 
sanitation, and shelter for those fleeing Ukraine. 

• This included an immediate response of £4M. Of this: we contributed £2M to the 
Disasters Emergency Committee Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal; the British Red 
Cross and SCIAF each received £500,000; and we awarded £1M to UNICEF. 

• In February 2023, we committed to provide a further £1M focusing on cold 
weather resilience and recovery. We have also committed to provide funding of 
£300,000 to Scottish-based demining charity The HALO Trust. 

• In addition to this financial support, the Scottish Government has also sent 5 
consignments of medical supplies to Poland for onward transport to Ukraine, 
totalling 156 pallets worth almost £3M. 
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UK GOVERNMENT FUNDING  
 
We continue to press the UK Government over their decision to cut tariff 
funding for year 2, remove it for year 3 and to scrap the education tariff. 
• While we welcome confirmation of Scotland’s allocation of £30m from the £150 

million UK-wide fund to help support Ukrainians into settled housing, this cash 
was originally announced in December 2022 and coincided with significant cuts 
to the tariff funding that local authorities receive from UK-government to provide 
services to people displaced from Ukraine. 

• The decision to deviate from a traditional Year 2 tariff to support Ukrainians 
arriving in our nations will have a disproportionate effect in Scotland and Wales 
due to our larger share of arrivals.  

• Whilst we welcome the additional payments to volunteer hosts (for those whose 
guests who have been in the UK for more than 12 months the payment 
increases from £350 to £500 per month), it is vital that all volunteer hosts should 
receive the uplift now to meet the increasing cost of living. 

 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
Local Authorities with more concentrated urban-based welcome 
accommodation are experiencing greatest pressures as people want to live in 
areas with existing Ukrainian communities and a wider range of employment 
opportunities.   
• In 2023-24 we have made £3.2 million available to support local authority 

resettlement teams.  
• This builds on the £11.2 million provided last year to increase the capacity of 

local authority resettlement teams, support refurbishment of properties, and 
enhance the pace of host checks and matching.  

• In 2022-23 we also reimbursed local authorities for all costs associated with 
welcome activities.  

• We continue to work closely with Local Authorities to maximise planned re-
settlement activity including making full use of existing and new volunteer hosts, 
social housing and supporting access to viable private rental options.  

 
HOST ARRANGEMENTS 
The Scottish Government is extremely thankful for the generosity of everyone 
across Scotland who has expressed an interest in hosting or offered their 
support to people displaced by the war against Ukraine. 
• On 28 November 2022, we launched a new campaign for volunteer hosts, 

specifically for Scotland, which included a new simplified online application 
portal. By the end of June 2023, a total of 665 prospective hosts had submitted 
offers to host.  

• Our Scotland-specific campaign provides a simplified application process, 
clearer information on what to expect as a volunteer host, and sources of 
support. It can be accessed directly, or via the UK Government’s ‘Expression of 
Interest’ pages.  

• We are working closely with Local Authorities to progress checks on all 
prospective hosts in a timely manner and make homes available to displaced 
people. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
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WAR IN UKRAINE  
• Russia invaded Ukraine on 24 February 2022 and has since concentrated its 

activity in eastern and southern Ukraine. 
• Fighting remains fierce across the front line, with Ukraine’s counter-offensive 

making slow but steady progress.  Russia continues to shell civilian 
infrastructure, including Odesa’s grain storage facilities after Putin withdrew from 
the grain deal, harming food supply to some of the world’s poorest regions.   

• NATO and other aligned countries continue to supply Ukraine with lethal aid and 
other support.  Zelenskyy has successfully pushed the west to increase the 
volume and effectiveness of this support, with the UK supplying long-range 
missiles that can degrade Russia’s supply, command and control infrastructure 
far behind the front line, and Ukrainian pilots are currently being trained in F16 
fighters.  But Ukraine continues to call for more and more sophisticated 
weaponry as losses mount in a grinding counter-offensive.   

• Ukraine expressed some frustration at a lack of clarity around its NATO 
accession perspective, with the recent Vilnius summit failing to give a clear path 
to accession.  Biden has however been clear that he wants Ukraine in NATO as 
soon as the war is over. 

• During a debate on 23 February 2023, the Scottish Parliament reiterated its 
unqualified support for Ukrainian sovereignty, democracy independence and 
territorial integrity.  It also acknowledged and celebrated the contribution 
displaced people from Ukraine make to Scotland and declare unequivocally that 
all Ukrainians who have made Scotland their temporary home will be welcome 
as long as they need. 

 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE 
• Since the war against Ukraine began over 25,300 people sponsored by an 

individual in Scotland or the Scottish Government have arrived in the UK. Over 
20,200 of these arrivals are through the Scottish Government’s successful Super 
Sponsor Scheme.   

• The Scottish Government committed to over £5 million in humanitarian aid to 
help provide basic humanitarian assistance, including in health, water and 
sanitation, and shelter for those fleeing Ukraine to neighbouring countries. 

• This included an immediate response of £4M and in February 2023, we 
committed to provide a further £1M focusing on cold weather resilience and 
recovery. We have also committed to provide funding of £300,000 to Scottish-
based demining charity The HALO Trust. 

• In addition to this financial support, the Scottish Government has also sent 5 
consignments of medical supplies to Poland for onward transport to Ukraine, 
totalling 156 pallets worth almost £3M. 
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ANNEX E 
BACKGROUND - RUGBY 
 
1. Scottish Rugby is the governing body for Rugby Union in Scotland. Its role and 

purpose are to grow the game and inspire Scotland through rugby.  
 

2. Scottish Rugby administers Scotland’s International Rugby Teams, the country’s 
two professional clubs (Edinburgh Rugby and Glasgow Warriors) as well as the 
domestic fixtures for clubs and schools across Scotland. 
 

3. The men’s national team is the principal driver for Scottish Rugby revenues, 
which are then invested in the activities of the governing body. This includes 
investment in two professional teams, the regional academies, growth and 
development of the women’s game and the regional/local development 
infrastructure.   

 
Alcohol Advertising Ban Consultation 
 
4. Research has consistently shown that exposure to marketing is associated with 

an increased likelihood that children will start to drink or – if they already drink – 
drink more.  This is endorsed by the World Health Organization. 
 

5. Alcohol-related harm is one of the most pressing public health challenges that 
we face in Scotland. An average of 700 people are hospitalised and 24 people 
die each week from illnesses caused directly by drinking alcohol. 

 
6. Restricting alcohol advertising and promotion is one of the World Health 

Organization’s three best buys to reduce alcohol-related harms. 
 

7. Emerging evidence sets out that those who are in recovery find alcohol 
marketing triggering and take action to avoid seeing this due to the appeal it has 
for them. This can be a barrier to their successful recovery. 
 

8. The consultation meets our PfG commitment 2022/23 to “consult on proposals to 
restrict alcohol advertising and promotion later this year and, subject to the 
outcomes of the consultation, introduce legislation within the lifetime of this 
parliament.” 
 

9. In 2019, we asked Young Scot to facilitate a project with young people to report 
on their experiences of alcohol marketing and any actions required. 
 

10. We asked the Scottish Youth Parliament to run a workshop in March 2022 to 
give MSYPs an opportunity to have their say on alcohol marketing in Scotland 
and discuss potential restrictions. 
 

11. Several other European countries have implemented mandatory restrictions on 
alcohol marketing and the UK is lagging behind in this area. 

 
Transgender Guidance 
 
12. Scottish Rugby has amended the eligibility criteria in its existing Gender 

Participation Policy which will be applied from 1 February 2023. The amended 
policy now aligns with the already published positions of other rugby union 
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governing bodies in the UK and Ireland which follow guidance from World Rugby 
and the Sports Councils’ Equality Group (SCEG). 

 
13. This Guidance is consistent with the International Olympic Committee 

Framework on Fairness, Inclusion and Non-Discrimination on the Basis of 
Gender Identity and Sex Variations which sets out the framework for transgender 
inclusion for elite sport globally. 

 
14. Scottish Rugby undertook a period of consultation to fully consider the impact of 

such chances with those affected and will continue to engage and provide 
support going forward. We are aware LEAP Sport Scotland and Scottish Rugby 
transgender participants were included during the consultation period. 

 
15. Scottish Rugby’s updated policy means contact rugby for players in the women’s 

category is limited to those whose sex was recorded as female at birth. The 
policy does not apply to non-contact forms of the game, such as Tartan Touch. 

 
16. Previously, transgender women could participate in the women’s game in 

Scotland depending on the outcome of a thorough medical process including 
testosterone tests prior to registration to play. 

 
17. Transgender men may continue to play contact rugby in the men’s category 

provided a risk assessment has been undertaken by the club in which the player 
is registered, and the outcome logged with Scottish Rugby. 

 
18. Scottish Rugby have confirmed the policy will be reviewed on, at least, an annual 

basis and in light of any new scientific data and research becoming available in 
the future. 

 
Concussion Protocols 

 
19. In 2015, in a world first, medics, sports, Scottish Government and sportscotland, 

came together to produce a single concussion policy for all sports.  An updated 
version was published in 2018. 
 

20. Concussion understanding has progressed rapidly in the past decade, but there 
remain many unknowns – in particular about the medium and long term 
consequences of repeated poorly managed concussions.  
 

21. Scottish Guidelines were developed by a team of experts including Scottish 
Rugby, Scottish Football Association, Universities of Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Stirling, the Camanachd Association and the sportscotland institute of sport. 
 

22. The advice is that, like any other injury, the brain needs to rehabilitate rather 
than rest.  A concussed brain should be challenged in controlled stepwise 
increases in function to rehabilitate it back to a normal life of work or school as 
the first priority, and then again stepwise increases in physical activity to get 
back to sport.  
 

23. Young developing brains need slower rehabilitation and hence the minimum 
times for return to sport are different for adults, adolescents and children.  
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24. SRU is in the process of updating the Player Welfare Strategy, it includes 
significant support for mental wellbeing across the pathway - launch 2023.  

 
25. Tackle height – aimed at reducing risk of concussion. RFU has banned above 

waist tackles in the amateur game in England, there is no update on the SRU’s 
plans to follow.  

 
SRU ‘Tell Us’ 
 
26. Scottish Rugby have launched an email support resource called ‘Tell Us’ to 

encourage members of the game to rase concerns relating to incidents of 
sexism, misogyny, homophobia or racism. 
 

27. ‘Tell Us’ went live on 07 February 2023 in recognition of recent concerns raised 
by players in the community game relating to discrimination in their local playing 
environments. 

 
28. The service will sit alongside existing support channels covered by Scottish 

Rugby’s regional teams, respective club and school’s own management 
structures and sport’s existing disciplinary process underwritten by its Code of 
Conduct. 

 
29. The dedicated and confidential inbox will be monitored on a daily basis, with 

submissions delegated to experienced representatives of Scottish Rugby’s 
Rugby Development dept, disciplinary and safeguarding teams, depending on 
the level of support and action required. 

 
30. ‘Tell Us’ will allow clubs and people connected to the game to have a voice with 

the knowledge that they will be supported, their concerns will be handled 
sensitively, investigated when appropriate and addressed for the benefit of all 
involved and the wider game. 

 
31. ‘Tell Us’ will also support the welcome and positive growth of clubs offering 

women and girls’ opportunities in the last three seasons which has risen from 8 
playing centre’s to 90. 
 

32. Liberton RFC is facing allegations of racism, misogyny and homophobia after 
cutting its women’s team. Liberton RFC’s female players have criticised the 
club’s committee after it said it could no longer accommodate the “additional 
needs” of the squad.  

 
33. The women’s team claimed the requirements were those of a coach and an 

administrator to take on tasks that had previously been completed by team 
members. Players also accused the Liberton RFC committee of “decaying” their 
relationship over time by failing to resolve any issues raised appropriately. 

 
34. Players suggested the committee hire a club welfare representative, in an effort 

to remedy building tensions before the disbanding. However, it is claimed that 
was met with “significant resistance”. 

 
35. The women have asked the Scottish Rugby Union and World Rugby for support. 

Scottish Rugby has been in recent and regular contact with Liberton FP RFC 
and is aware of the issues being raised by the women's team. 
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sportscotland Investment  
 
36. sportscotland’s investment supports a wide range of Scottish Rugby’s activity 

that encourages and supports people to participate in rugby, including both club 
and coach development. 
 

37. sportscotland investment in 2022-23 is £708,600. 
 

38. sportscotland’s investment into Scottish Rugby since 2017-18: 
2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 Total  
£804,500 £675,00

 
£694,900
 

£694,90
 

£694,90
 

£708,60
 

£4,27
 *This included a supplementary investment of £4,800 to invest in clubs to 

provide free sanitary products. 
 

39. Since 2014-15, sportscotland has invested over £5 million, across 36 rugby 
projects, through its Sports Facility Fund. With partner contributions, the total 
invested (projects in receipt of sportscotland funding) in rugby facility 
infrastructure is over £24.5 million. 
 

40. Direct Club Investment (DCI) offers investment to support club development over 
a period of 2-4 years, giving the club time to embed significant developmental 
change. 

 
41. Over £553,000 invested by sportscotland into 19 rugby clubs, since 2013, 

through DCI. 
 

Cashback 
42. Scottish Rugby have been a Cashback for Communities partner since 2012/13 

and have spent £5,597,216 on their Cashback projects up to 2022/23. 
 
43. Scottish Rugby’s Cashback for Communities Phase 6 project is CashBack 

Schools of Rugby & CashBack Community Rugby.  They will receive up to 
£1,590,000 for Phase 6 delivery which will be delivered 2023-2026. 
 

 


