ANNEX
REASONS FOR NOT PROVIDING INFORMATION
Section 30(b)(i) — free and frank provision of advice

This exemption recognises the need for officials to have a private space within which to
provide free and frank advice to sponsored bodies, including NHS Health Boards. Disclosing
the content of free and frank advice on this matter will substantially inhibit the provision of
such advice in the future, particularly because these discussions are still ongoing, and relate
to work to support policy decision making.

This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all the
circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the
information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have found that, on
balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption. We recognise there is
a public interest in disclosing information as part of open, transparent and accountable
government, and to inform public debate. However, there is a greater public interest in
allowing sponsored bodies, officials and Ministers a private space within which to explore
and refine policy before announcing this publicly.

This private thinking space is essential to enable all options to be properly considered, so
that good decisions can be taken. Premature disclosure is likely to undermine the full and
frank discussion of issues between sponsored bodies, Ministers and officials, which in turn
will undermine the quality of the decision making process, which would not be in the public
interest.

s.38(1)(b) (personal information)

An exemption under section 38(1)(b) of FOISA applies to some of the information you have
requested.

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG £ ™ INVESTORS | accredi D@ dsabiity| ey,
Wwwgovscot !l;’\“y IN PEOPLE Uﬂc':tﬁggglted M '-"

202400436633 3.





