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FOI 202400435503 

 

Annex A: Email Correspondence Discussing Response to FOI 202400424984  

 

Email Correspondence 1 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director for Equality, 
Inclusion and Human Rights 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 12:01 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]. 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 10:33 AM 
To: Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 
 
I’ll come back to you ASAP with a response.  
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Violence Against Women and Girls Team | Gender and Violence against 
Women and Girls Unit | Equalities Division | Scottish Government 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Director for Equality, 

Inclusion and Human Rights 

Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 8:08 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and 

Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

Importance: High 

 

Hi 

 

Can I please check if these two FOIs are for your area. 
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Your team has completed two previous JK Rowling related FOIs MiCase - View Case 

179701 and MiCase - View Case 372411 

 

If you don’t think these are for you area, can you please advise who may be able to 

deal with these. 

 

Thanks 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Business Support Unit and Director’s Office I Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and 

Human Rights I Scottish Government 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of 

Information 

Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 1:47 PM 

To: Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot> 

Cc: DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot> 

Subject: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

Importance: High 

 

Good afternoon 

 

Please review this email IN FULL as handling instructions have recently 

changed. 

 

It looks like this FOI request may be in relation to your policy area.  Please confirm 

this sits with you or advise us immediately if it does not; suggesting business areas 

that are better suited.  

 

Please note the following:  

 

UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry Restriction Order 

 

Both the UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries have issued a restriction order which 

affect information that can be released by the Scottish Government. This may 

directly affect the handling of this request. The UK restriction order can be viewed 

here and the Scottish restriction order can be viewed here.  

 

These restriction orders must be considered when responding to every request 

for information. 

 

mailto:DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot
mailto:DGCommunities@gov.scot
https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/23141653/2023-02-23-Module-2A-General-Restriction-Order.pdf
https://www.covid19inquiry.scot/sites/default/files/2023-10/Scottish-COVID19-Inquiry-General-Restriction-Order.pdf
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Prior to releasing any information, please consider whether the information 

requested has been shared with either the UK or Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries. If so, 

you must contact CIRD (Covid Inquiries Response Directorate) for advice as soon 

as possible. Please contact them by email: covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot 

 

Guidance on undertaking the check and providing the record is now part of the 

compliance documents.  

 

 

Timescale 

 

➢ The response to this case should issue as soon as possible and no later than 

the statutory deadline which is 02/09/24. 

 

Case handler actions 

 

➢ ‘Assign to self’ through the ‘Case Actions’ tab on MiCase: MiCase - View Case 

424984 

➢ Send the requester an FOI specific acknowledgement letter, through 

MiCase. 

➢ Save all correspondence and evidence of how you reached your final 

decision  to the eRDM casefile by searching the case reference number 

"202400424984" in the ERDM global search bar. 

➢ Complete all relevant documents as your case progresses, consulting the 

attached casefile checklist for guidance.  Remember to complete the 

mandatory: 

(i) FOI Statement of Compliance 

(ii) Searches template recording details of searches carried out and the 

results.  

➢ Use the Response Wizard contained in MiCase for ALL letters to the 

requester. 

 

Sensitivity 

 

➢ In FOISA terms we are assessing this case as routine*. This means it does 

not require a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure.  

*The sensitivity assessment can change once full searches have been 

completed. If after searching you consider that the response requires a 

Ministerial decision please engage with the FOI Unit.) 

➢ Please ensure that your response is signed-off by officials of appropriate 

seniority (normally C band or above). 

 

Helpful guidance 

 

Watch our helpful videos for further information on how to respond to an FOI request: 

Freedom of Information Unit - Video Guidance | SG Thrive] 

mailto:covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot
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Detailed guidance is available at SharePoint Collection. 

Requests for legal advice, or requests which reference or incorporate legal 

advice 

Requests for legal advice are subject to certain handling protocols. If you receive a 

request for or relating to legal advice, contact the relevant lawyers in the Scottish 

Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) who gave that advice to request a review of 

whether the material is subject to legal professional privilege (LPP). Your normal 

SGLD contact can help in identifying any legal advice in scope of the request. You 

must contact the offices of the Law Officers (Lord Advocate and Solicitor General) if 

the request is for or relates to legal advice from the Law Officers.  Please also CC 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot.  

If the request is being dealt with under the Environmental Information (Scotland) 

Regulations 2004 and you have shared legal advice with any external persons, 

please let the FOI Unit know.   

Read our advice here. 

 

Requests which capture information about FFM and DFM 

 

If your FOI/EIR contains information that you think might be personal/of interest to 

our former FM and/or DFM, please contact the FOIU as soon as possible and we will 

advise you what to do next or sign-post you to the right person to raise this with. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

FOI Unit 

 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@news.co.uk>  

Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 12:40 PM 

To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 

Subject: FOI Rowling 1 

 

Dear Freedom of Information Officer, 

 

Please provide me with any internal or external correspondence, including any 

attachments, WhatsApp messages, text messages, instant messaging, memos, 

OneNotes, minutes, agendas, appendixes or other correspondence, relating to J.K. 

Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government, 

 

Kind regards, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

-- 

"Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail" 

 

This e-mail and any attachments are confidential, may be 

legally privileged and are the property of News Corp UK & Ireland 

mailto:foi@gov.scot
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Limited on whose systems they were generated. News Corp UK 

& Ireland Limited is the holding company for the News UK group, 

is registered in England & Wales under number 81701, has its  

registered office at 1 London Bridge Street, London, SE1 9GF and  

is registered with VAT number GB 243 8054 69. If you have received  

this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and do not 

use, distribute, store or copy it in any way. Statements or opinions in 

this e-mail or any attachment are those of the author and are not  

necessarily agreed or authorised by News Corp UK & Ireland Limited  

or any member of its group. News Corp UK & Ireland Limited may 

monitor outgoing or incoming emails as permitted by law.  It accepts 

no liability for viruses introduced by this e-mail or attachments.  

 

News Corp UK & Ireland Limited and its titles are committed to abiding by  

IPSO's regulations and the Editors' Code of Practice that IPSO enforces. 

 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of 

Information 

Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 3:14 PM 

To: Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot> 

Cc: DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot> 

Subject: TRIAGE - FOI - Correspondence between the Scottish Government and J.K. Rowling - 

202400425014 

Importance: High 

 

Good afternoon 

 

Please review this email IN FULL as handling instructions have recently 

changed. 

 

It looks like this FOI request may be in relation to your policy area.  Please confirm 

this sits with you or advise us immediately if it does not; suggesting business areas 

that are better suited.  

 

Please note the following:  

 

UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry Restriction Order 

 

Both the UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries have issued a restriction order which 

affect information that can be released by the Scottish Government. This may 

directly affect the handling of this request. The UK restriction order can be viewed 

here and the Scottish restriction order can be viewed here.  

 

These restriction orders must be considered when responding to every request 

for information. 

https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/23141653/2023-02-23-Module-2A-General-Restriction-Order.pdf
https://www.covid19inquiry.scot/sites/default/files/2023-10/Scottish-COVID19-Inquiry-General-Restriction-Order.pdf
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Prior to releasing any information, please consider whether the information 

requested has been shared with either the UK or Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries. If so, 

you must contact CIRD (Covid Inquiries Response Directorate) for advice as soon 

as possible. Please contact them by email: covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot 

 

Guidance on undertaking the check and providing the record is now part of the 

compliance documents.  

 

 

Timescale 

 

➢ The response to this case should issue as soon as possible and no later than 

the statutory deadline which is 02/09/24. 

 

Case handler actions 

 

➢ ‘Assign to self’ through the ‘Case Actions’ tab on MiCase: MiCase - View Case 

425014 

➢ Send the requester an FOI specific acknowledgement letter, through 

MiCase. 

➢ Save all correspondence and evidence of how you reached your final 

decision  to the eRDM casefile by searching the case reference number 

"202400425014" in the ERDM global search bar. 

➢ Complete all relevant documents as your case progresses, consulting the 

attached casefile checklist for guidance.  Remember to complete the 

mandatory: 

(iii) FOI Statement of Compliance 

(iv) Searches template recording details of searches carried out and the 

results.  

➢ Use the Response Wizard contained in MiCase for ALL letters to the 

requester. 

 

Sensitivity 

 

➢ In FOISA terms we are assessing this case as routine*. This means it does 

not require a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure.  

*The sensitivity assessment can change once full searches have been 

completed. If after searching you consider that the response requires a 

Ministerial decision please engage with the FOI Unit.) 

➢ Please ensure that your response is signed-off by officials of appropriate 

seniority (normally C band or above). 

 

Helpful guidance 

 

mailto:covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot
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Watch our helpful videos for further information on how to respond to an FOI request: 

Freedom of Information Unit - Video Guidance | SG Thrive] 

 

Detailed guidance is available at SharePoint Collection. 

Requests for legal advice, or requests which reference or incorporate legal 

advice 

Requests for legal advice are subject to certain handling protocols. If you receive a 

request for or relating to legal advice, contact the relevant lawyers in the Scottish 

Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) who gave that advice to request a review of 

whether the material is subject to legal professional privilege (LPP). Your normal 

SGLD contact can help in identifying any legal advice in scope of the request. You 

must contact the offices of the Law Officers (Lord Advocate and Solicitor General) if 

the request is for or relates to legal advice from the Law Officers.  Please also CC 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot. 

If the request is being dealt with under the Environmental Information (Scotland) 

Regulations 2004 and you have shared legal advice with any external persons, 

please let the FOI Unit know.   

Read our advice here. 

 

Requests which capture information about FFM and DFM 

 

If your FOI/EIR contains information that you think might be personal/of interest to 

our former FM and/or DFM, please contact the FOIU as soon as possible and we will 

advise you what to do next or sign-post you to the right person to raise this with. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

FOI Unit 

 

 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@news.co.uk>  

Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 12:43 PM 

To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 

Subject: FOI ROwling 2 

 

Dear Freedom of Information Officer, 

 

Please provide me with any correspondence between the Scottish Government and 

J.K. Rowling. 

 

Kind regards, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

-- 

"Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail" 

 

This e-mail and any attachments are confidential, may be 

mailto:foi@gov.scot
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legally privileged and are the property of News Corp UK & Ireland 

Limited on whose systems they were generated. News Corp UK 

& Ireland Limited is the holding company for the News UK group, 

is registered in England & Wales under number 81701, has its  

registered office at 1 London Bridge Street, London, SE1 9GF and  

is registered with VAT number GB 243 8054 69. If you have received  

this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately and do not 

use, distribute, store or copy it in any way. Statements or opinions in 

this e-mail or any attachment are those of the author and are not  

necessarily agreed or authorised by News Corp UK & Ireland Limited  

or any member of its group. News Corp UK & Ireland Limited may 

monitor outgoing or incoming emails as permitted by law.  It accepts 

no liability for viruses introduced by this e-mail or attachments.  

 

News Corp UK & Ireland Limited and its titles are committed to abiding by  

IPSO's regulations and the Editors' Code of Practice that IPSO enforces. 
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Email Correspondence 2 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 4:56 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and 
Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Please assign these FOIs to me. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Hate Crime Policy Officer | Mainstreaming Strategy and Inclusion Division | 
Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights | Scottish Government 
3H North | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ 
Tel:  [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  Mobile: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
e: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 

  
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 2:32 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights 
<DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]/[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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I’m being chased by the FOI unit. 
 
Would your team deal with these FOIs? 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Business Support Unit and Director’s Office I Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights I 
Scottish Government 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 11:46 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for 
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]. 
 
@[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] / @[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] grateful for a steer. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Business Support Unit and Director’s Office I Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights I 
Scottish Government 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 11:46 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 
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I haven’t personally asked them, yet but [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] from BSU has just cc’d them 
in for a steer on it too! 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 11:44 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
So, have you asked Hate Crime colleagues to take it on? 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Gender Equality 
Policy Team | Equality Unit | Scottish Government  
 
I use size 14 font in emails in line with accessibility, it would be great if 
you could too.   
 

 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 11:40 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for 
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
Hi all, 
 
LGBTQI+ Team have been discussing this at our Team meeting this morning, and we’ve 
done an initial trawl and thinking around this, and we’ve never had any contact or 
correspondence with JK Rowling, and our thinking would be it would [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
sit with Hate Crime given her most recent vocal criticism has been around the Hate Crime 
Bill, and prior to that, the GRR Act – neither of which we have policy overview of. 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 9:38 AM 
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To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 
 
Something to consider/bring up at the team meeting.  
 
The below FOIs are looking for a home. 
 

• Please provide me with any correspondence between the Scottish Government 
and J.K. Rowling. 

• Please provide me with any internal or external correspondence, including any 
attachments, WhatsApp messages, text messages, instant messaging, memos, 
OneNotes, minutes, agendas, appendixes or other correspondence, relating to 
J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government, [this one is too wide and 
would exceed the cost limit as SG wide search would be required] 

 
These could be for us, but I’m minded we as a Team haven’t ever dealt with anything JK 
Rowling specific before and [redacted – s.30(b)(i)] – as noted by [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] and 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)], a lot of her criticism of SG has been GRA and Hate Crime. 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 9:00 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for 
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
Hi 
 
I agree [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], JK Rowling’s criticisms have mostly been 
in relation to the GRA – appreciate the Bill team is disbanded… 
 
 
Cheers 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Equality Unit | Directorate For Equality, Inclusion & Human Rights | 
Scottish Government |e: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Area 3H (North) | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ  
 
My usual working pattern is Monday-Thursday 
 
Violence against women and girls (VAWG) - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) | Striving for a safer Scotland - Safer.scot 

 
 

 
 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 5:11 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Director for 
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
All, 
 
I don’t think JK Rowling views on Gender sit with VAWG so if you could please 
advise BSU ([redacted – s.38(1)(b)] in copy) where these sit so they can be 
allocated. Quite possibly this is linked to the Hate Crime Bill or gender reforms given 
recent articles in media.  
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Violence Against Women and Girls Team | Gender and Violence against 
Women and Girls Unit | Equalities Division | Scottish Government 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 10:51 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

https://www.gov.scot/policies/violence-against-women-and-girls/
https://safer.scot/
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Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)],  
 
I’m just back from A/L and working through emails, etc, so copying in both gender and 
LGBTQI+ teams for views on where they think the FOI should sit.  
 
I agree with you that I don’t think it’s related to Brieira’s Place, but they haven’t specifically 
asked about gender/trans identity either. [redacted – s.30(b)(i)] 
 
Teams, do you have a view if this should sit with one of us or sit elsewhere?  
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 10:32 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 
Importance: High 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 
 
Could you advise on where you think these FoIs sit?  
 
Both are about JK Rowling and from a Scottish Sun Journalist. We have dealt with 
two MiCases relating to Breira’s Place (Edinburgh Rape Crisis Centre) but neither 
received a reply from us and we have a FOI at the moment asking for 
communication between us and Breira’s Place.  
 
The two new FoI’s are not in my opinion related to Breira’s Place but on JK 
Rowling’s views about SG position on gender/Trans rights. The two cases are :  
 

• Please provide me with any correspondence between the Scottish Government 
and J.K. Rowling. 

• Please provide me with any internal or external correspondence, including any 
attachments, WhatsApp messages, text messages, instant messaging, memos, 
OneNotes, minutes, agendas, appendixes or other correspondence, relating to 
J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government, [this one is too wide and 
would exceed the cost limit as SG wide search would be required] 

 
Grateful if you could advise where you think this should sit. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Violence Against Women and Girls Team | Gender and Violence against 
Women and Girls Unit | Equalities Division | Scottish Government 
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Email Correspondence 3 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 2:15 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 
 

I’m okay thank you – happy to see the middle of the working week almost over 😊 

 
I think maybe, and I’m not trying to be workshy here…just trying to avoid too many cooks in 
the kitchen, it might be [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] if that commissioning email for a trawl came 
from yourself and I provide the names of the people on the GITEN?  
 
I’ve provided these names in the email attached, with the caveat that I’m not sure when the 
last time this list was updated, but I don’t think that’ll matter too much given that there was 
no date in the request “i.e correspondence between SG and JK Rowling between Aug 2023 
and Aug 2024”. 
 

Let me know if this is any help to you 😊 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 1:57 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: TRIAGE - FOI - J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government - 202400424984 
Importance: High 
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Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Hope you’re well. 
 
As you know we’ve picked up these FOIs but grateful for some assistance if 
possible. I understand your team have done an initial trawl but might it also be 
beneficial to reach out to the Gender Identity and Trans Equality Network to conduct 
searches relevant to either of the requests? 
 
For ease of handling, and in particular regard to the question on J.K. Rowling's 
criticism of the Scottish Government, we will essentially take a literal approach to 
these asks e.g. a simple reference to J.K. Rowling or her general comments would 
not be considered to be in scope. 
 
Welcome views of anyone else on copy. 
 
Given the pressures of FOI timeframes, would be grateful for a quick turnaround and 
also happy to discuss. 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Hate Crime Policy Officer | Mainstreaming Strategy and Inclusion Division | 
Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights | Scottish Government 
3H North | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ 
Tel:  [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Mobile: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
e: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
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Email Correspondence 4 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 4:53 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@nrscotland.gov.uk>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@covid19inquiry.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]< [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@paroleboard.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)].@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)].@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] < [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@nrscotland.gov.uk>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@socialsecurity.gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
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s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and the 
Scottish Government 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
The Hate Crime team has agreed to lead on the following FOIs: 
 

• Please provide me with any correspondence between the Scottish 
Government and J.K. Rowling. 

• Please provide me with any internal or external correspondence, including 
any attachments, WhatsApp messages, text messages, instant messaging, 
memos, OneNotes, minutes, agendas, appendixes or other correspondence, 
relating to J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government 

 
I’ve been in discussion with LGBTQI+ officials and, given Gender Identity and Trans 
Equality interests, grateful if you can check your respective records for any relevant 
information you may hold.  
 
For ease of handling, and in particular regard to the question on J.K. Rowling's 
criticism of the Scottish Government, we will essentially take a literal approach to 
these asks e.g. a simple reference to J.K. Rowling or her general comments would 
not be considered to be in scope. 
 
If you can provide a response (including nil returns) by lunch time Monday 19 
August that would be most helpful. 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Hate Crime Policy Officer | Mainstreaming Strategy and Inclusion Division | 
Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights | Scottish Government 
3H North | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ 
Tel:  [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  Mobile: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
e: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
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Email Correspondence 5 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 4:55 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
A nil return from us. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Team Leader: Racialised Health Inequalities and Health Equity | Population Health 
Strategy and Improvement Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | E: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot / HealthEquity@gov.scot 
 
I work a 9-day fortnight. Please copy HealthEquity@gov.scot into emails requiring a 
response from the Racialised Health Inequalities and Health Equity Team. 
 
I use Arial 12pt font in line with accessibility guidance.  
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Email Correspondence 6 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 4:56 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 
 
Confirming a nil return from school education. 
 
Thanks 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Support and Wellbeing Unit | e: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | m: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

I am normally available between 730am and 4pm. If you need to contact me 
urgently, try calling the mobile number above. 

Health and wellbeing in schools - Schools - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 



21 
 

Email Correspondence 7 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 9:26 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@covid19inquiry.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@nrscotland.gov.uk>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Grateful to you for confirming that it’s a nil return and for updating me on your 
change in role. Copying in [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] from the Gender/LGBTQI+ 
Equality team as he might be [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] placed to help update the list or 
advise who can do so since I’m not part of the network myself. 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] – Thanks as well for your own confirmation and clarifying 
NRS procedures on FOIs.  
 
Cheers 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@nrscotland.gov.uk>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 5:01 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)],  

 

Many thanks for reaching out. Just to note that the Registrar General / National 

Records of Scotland is subject to a separate FoI process so not in scope with this SG 

request.  

 

However, it would be a nil return regardless! 

 

Thanks,  

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]| NRS Head of Policy 

National Records of Scotland 

Tel: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 

Please note, Thursday is my non working day 
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From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@covid19inquiry.scot>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 4:59 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@nrscotland.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

It’s a nil return from me. 

 

Also just to let you know, the reason I am on the mailing list as part of 

the Gender Equality Network is because I used to work for the National 

Records of Scotland in the Census Policy Team from September 2021 – 

December 2022 where I helped out with the Sex Question Guidance for 

the Census. 

 

I have since left the NRS and I would like it if you could arrange for me to 

be taken off the mailing list of the group of people you have contacted 

please as I haven’t had anything to do with Gender Equality since January 

2023 please.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

   

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] 

Officer of the Document and Evidence Management 

Team 

Scottish COVID-19 Inquiry   

   

Freepost SCOTTISH COVID-19 INQUIRY  

www.covid19inquiry.scot     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covid19inquiry.scot/
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Email Correspondence 8 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 9:31 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: Gender Identity and Healthcare Access <genderidentityhealth@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Grateful to you for the nil return and confirming that what you have is out of scope. 

 

Thanks 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 5:17 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: Gender Identity and Healthcare Access <genderidentityhealth@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

 

We’ve got a couple of emails from the library sending us requested newspaper 

articles (that were otherwise behind paywalls) and the articles mention Ms Rowling 

alongside wider issues but that’s it and I don’t think they’d be in scope. 

 

Otherwise nil from gender identity and healthcare access. 

 

Thanks and [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] wishes, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Head of Gender Identity and Healthcare Access I Population Health 

Strategy and Improvement Division I Scottish Government I St Andrew’s House I Regent Road I 

Edinburgh I EH1 3DG 

Tel: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email Correspondence 9 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 5:19 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
A nil return from me, [redacted – s.38(1)(b)].  

 

Thanks, 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Senior Division Head | Healthcare Quality and 

Improvement | Directorate of the Chief Operating Officer | Scottish 

Government | St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG | 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]|  
 

* I use black size 14 font in emails in line with accessibility, it would be 

great if you could too 
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Email Correspondence 10 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 5:41 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Nil return from me. I had one ref to her in my personal OneNote, from 8 June 2020, 

but it was literally just a note that among the hot issues that w/e were “Social media at 

weekend over JK Rowling on women's sex-based rights” – I assume since it’s a note and 

not about correspondence it’s out of scope.  
 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

 



26 
 

Email Correspondence 11 
 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2024 8:57 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted 

– s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Thank you for these details. I’m continuing to work on the FOIs I hold and will link in 

with [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] as you have suggested. 

 

Thanks again 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 6:30 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Johnston <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 
 
For Equalities VAWG Team interests this MiCase is the only communication the 
team has dealt with under MiCase - MiCase - View Case 372411 – there was no 
reply issued as far as we have been able to determine (FM’s PO didn’t finalise the 
case so unlikely a reply was issued). This communication is going to be released in 
another FOI [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] (copied) is handling just now, it would be good to 
link in with [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] to ensure there is alignment on how it is presented 
and [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] could provide you with the redacted copy. 
 
On the second one it’s a nil response. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Violence Against Women and Girls Team | Gender and Violence against 
Women and Girls Unit | Equalities Division | Scottish Government
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Email Correspondence 12 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 8:55 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)],  

 

That’s a nil return from me. 

 

Kind regards 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email Correspondence 13 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 7:05 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Nil return from me. 

 

Kind regards 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Homelessness Unit |Homelessness Prevention Team| Atlantic Quay| Glasgow| G2 

8LU| 

M: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]| E: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 

 

 
Please note: My working pattern is Mon - Fri 7:00 – 15:00. 
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Email Correspondence 14 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 7:52 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Nil return from the Mainstreaming Strategy team. 

 

Thank you, 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Mainstreaming Policy Manager 

Mainstreaming Strategy Team | Mainstreaming and Inclusion Division | Equality, 

Inclusion & Human Rights Directorate | Scottish Government 

WFH Contact: Chat with me on MS Teams 

I’m using size 14 font in emails to improve accessibility.  

Consider joining in to make emails easier for everyone to read! 
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Email Correspondence 15 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 8:06 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 

Nil return from me [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], I’ve never seen anything 

related to it other than in the news 
 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Business Continuity | Security & Business Continuity | Directorate for 

Corporate Transformation & Workplace | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | EDINBURGH | EH1 

3DG 

 [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

📱 [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

 I use size 14 font in emails in line with accessibility for the visually 

impaired. 

#getcheckedearly https://www.getcheckedearly.org/node/362 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.getcheckedearly.org/node/362
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Email Correspondence 16 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 8:19 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Morning [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Nil from us 

 

Kind regards, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Senior Policy Manager, Rare Diseases 

Genomics, Diagnostics & Participation Unit 

Healthcare Quality & Improvement Division 

Directorate for Chief Operating Officer, NHS Scotland 

DG Health and Social Care 
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Email Correspondence 17 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 9:14 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

 

Nil response from me. 

 

Many thanks, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email Correspondence 18 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 9:23 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)],  
 
A nil return from me after a search of my inbox.  
 
Regards,  
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Unit Head, Equality Division: LGBTQI+ Equality, Ending Conversion Practices 
Bill, British Sign Language, Older People and Social Isolation.  
 
Mobile - [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email Correspondence 19 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 9:30 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Nil return from health workforce 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Head of Health Workforce Equality 

Culture and Wellbeing Unit | Leadership, Culture and Wellbeing Division | Health 

Workforce Directorate 

 

Working from home – available by email, skype or Teams | email: [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
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Email Correspondence 20 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 9:36 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 

Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], hope you’re doing well 😊  

 

Nil return from me. 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email Correspondence 21 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 10:16 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Morning [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

 

It’s a ‘Nil’ from me. 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] wishes, 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Resilience Hub Manager | Diagnostics, 

Genomics, Rare Disease and Participation 

Healthcare Quality and Improvement | Directorate of the Chief Operating 

Officer | Scottish Government | St Andrews House| Edinburgh | EH1 

3DG 

Working Pattern: Please note that I don’t work on Wednesdays 
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Email Correspondence 22 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@socialsecurity.gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 10:23 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

 

Nothing from me. 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email Correspondence 23 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 10:44 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@nrscotland.gov.uk>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@covid19inquiry.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@paroleboard.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]. 

@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] < [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]< [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]  <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@nrscotland.gov.uk>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@socialsecurity.gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
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s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>Subject: RE: FOI 

202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and the 

Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

 

Nil return from me (Child protection). 

 

Thanks, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email Correspondence 24 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 11:10 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Nil from me 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Policy Officer | Prison Healthcare| Population Health 

Strategy & Improvement Division | Population Health Directorate 

 

Mobile number:  [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email Correspondence 25 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 12:31 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

That’s great. Thank you for confirming. 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 11:45 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)], I have done a quick search and in addition to the one 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] mentioned, I only have emails from News alerts with links to 

articles that happen to mention JK Rowling, but the alerts are not set up with her 

name. Don’t think this would be in scope. 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 

 

Senior Policy Adviser I Gender Identity and Healthcare Access I ) Population Health Strategy and 

Improvement Division I Scottish Government I St Andrew’s House I Regent Road I Edinburgh I EH1 

3DG 
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Email Correspondence 26 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 11:52 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling 
and the Scottish Government 
 
Gender Recognition- FOI- Hate Crime- JK Rowling- searches- 15 August 2024 
details - Objective ECM (scotland.gov.uk) 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 

1. I have completed a number of searches of the Family Law Team’s gender 
recognition ERDM folders and of gender recognition MiCases (through 
ERDM). ([redacted – s.38(1)(b)], [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] and [redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)], copied, who worked in the Gender Recognition Reform Scotland 
Bill, now work in other areas. [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] now works in the Parole 
Board for Scotland.) We have previously agreed with them that all relevant 
material they had handled is now in ERDM. 

 
2. Re the first FOI on correspondence between JK Rowling and SG, I am 

reporting a Nil return. 
 

3. I am also reporting a Nil return for the second on documents relating to 
criticism of SG from JK Rowling. I did have the following potentially relevant 
returns but I do not consider these to be in the scope you defined and that 
these constitute simple references to JK Rowling. I am highlighting these 
below so you can consider whether you agree or not and there is also hate 
crime policy interest in some. 

 
a) Oral PQ: gender recognition: January 2020 details - Objective ECM 

(scotland.gov.uk) The background note refers to JK Rowling tweeting about a 
case but does not appear in scope as simple reference to JK Rowling. 

b) Gender Recognition Bill- media enquiries. JK Rowling- June 2020 details - 
Objective ECM (scotland.gov.uk)- not in scope, simple reference to JK 
Rowling’s views- no reference to them being critical of SG, no access to 
Skype messages between me and Comms colleagues referred to which date 
from 2020.  

c) Hate Crime Bill: Post-introduction engagement and scoping of concessions - 
submission- 06 August 2020 details - Objective ECM (scotland.gov.uk) the 
word copy of submission on the Hate Crime Bill attached to email references 
JK Rowling but does not refer to criticism by her of SG. 

d) MiCase - View Case 75567 response- primarily about hate crime, contains 
simple reference to JK Rowling in that context. 
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e) MiCase - View Case 105820 response- related to first MiCase result- 
response contains simple reference to JK Rowling in hate crime context, 
references gender recognition reform, gender identity 

 
Thanks,  
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Scottish Government | Justice Directorate | Civil Law and Legal System | Family Law 
GW-15 | St Andrew’s House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
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Email Correspondence 27 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Monday, August 19, 2024 9:38 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] < [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@paroleboard.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
That’s great [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]. Thanks for doing another search and also 
appreciate your advice! 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@paroleboard.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 19, 2024 9:37 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], no problem I’ve done another quick search to check and I 
definitely don’t have any further emails in that chain. I suspect Jeanette’s response 
would have been to agree with [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] approach and [redacted – 
s.30(b)(i)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Parole Scotland 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 19, 2024 9:11 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] < [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@paroleboard.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Sorry to be a pain. You don’t happen to know (still have in your inbox) in any further 
response(s) to the attached? 
 
I only ask for FOI decision-making purposes around draft press lines etc. 
 
Don’t worry if you don’t have anything and please do go to too much trouble! 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 16, 2024 4:01 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] < [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@paroleboard.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].@gov.scot> 
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Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Grateful to you for taking the time to go through your emails and providing this 
information. It’s very helpful. 
 
Thanks again and have a good weekend. 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@paroleboard.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 12:16 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]. 
 
In relation to the GRR Bill I’ve found the attached in my outlook. Nothing by way of 
direct communications with Ms Rowling but these might be relevant to the second 
bullet. 
 
I don’t have access to core SG eRDM in my current role so can’t search there. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Parole Scotland 
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Email Correspondence 28 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 12:22 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Just to confirm it’s a nil return from our team (Participation). 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] wishes, 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Participation Team Leader | Genomics, Diagnostics and Participation Unit | 

Healthcare Quality and Improvement Division | Directorate of the Chief Operating 

Officer | Scottish Government | GER, St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, 

EH1 3DG  

 

If you are scheduling a Teams call with me, I do not work on Thursdays. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



47 
 

Email Correspondence 29 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 12:31 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@nrscotland.gov.uk>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@covid19inquiry.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] Stockwell <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; redacted – 

s38(1)(b)] < [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@paroleboard.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@nrscotland.gov.uk>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@socialsecurity.gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
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[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] @gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

 

Nil return from D+I Team too. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]|Diversity and Inclusion 

Strategy Lead | Diversity and Inclusion, People Directorate | The Scottish 

Government | Tel: 0131 244 3542 | 07741 191 075 | Atlantic Quay 5 | 150 

Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
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Email Correspondence 30 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Monday, August 19, 2024 12:31 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
This is great and thank you for your advice and explanations. Agree with keeping the 
focus on correspondence that might be considered a criticism by J.K. Rowling of the 
legislation itself [redacted – s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
Thanks again! 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Sent: Friday, August 16, 2024 9:09 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 
 
Hope you are well. Nil return from me 
 
Thanks 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Sent: Friday, August 16, 2024 9:05 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Most of the relevant material will be in the Hate Crime Bill files [redacted – s.30(b)(i)] 
though whether they can be said to be discussion of JK Rowling’s criticism of SG 
policy is a judgment call – and I don’t know if these discussions were saved onto the 
ERDM file. 
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I did find a few emails in my email archive which it could just about be argued come 
within scope: 
 
Email of 21/3/24 (to which you were copied in) where there’s some discussion with 
Comms about a response to an article by JKR which I think could reasonably be 
considered to be discussion of criticisms she made of the SG. 
 
Email of 19/3/24 (again, you were copied in) where there is discussion with Comms 
about comments made by JKR about the Hate Crime Act being ‘ludicrous’. 
 
Email of 13/10/20 [redacted – s.30(b)(i)] which contains some references to JKR’s 
criticism of gender recognition legislation) 
 
(I did do an ERDM search for any documents I saved to ERDM which mention JK 
Rowling, and this didn’t turn up anything in scope) 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Criminal Justice Division  
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 2:00 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]! 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 1:47 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], sorry about that. If you do a search as shown in the 

screenshot, it should work. 

 

[redacted – s.30(b)(ii)] 



51 
 

 

Cheers 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 1:35 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Thank you [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]. 

 

Just a bit of an issue with the link: 

 
[redacted – s.30(b)(ii)] 
 
[redacted – s.30(b)(ii)] 
 

Perhaps because it’s an alias? Is there any chance you could send me the individual 

links to the emails you found? If too much hassle I could maybe just search the same 

files as you did with the keywords “hate crime” and “JK Rowling tweet” if you think 

that will work just as well? 

 

Cheers 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 1:00 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]. 

 

During the Bill process, [redacted – s.30(b)(i)]. Whether any of this material is in 

scope (i.e. does it relate to JK Rowling’s criticism of the SG), am not sure. I have 

placed a link below to a search I did which revealed a few emails that may need 

assessed if they are seen in scope. 

 

"hate crime" and "JK Rowling tweet" alias details - Objective ECM (scotland.gov.uk) 
Cheers 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 15 August 2024 12:38 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
No time period provided by requestor [redacted – s.30(b)(i)]. 
 
It’s been almost all nil returns so far from the copy list on the original email besides 
the person who was lead for the GRR Bill who provided four emails from 2022. 
 
Happy to discuss. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 12:31 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] – is there a time period for the request? 
 
Cheers 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 12:23 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling 
and the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Hope you’re all well. 
 
Grateful if you can take a quick look at the below email regarding two FOI requests 
in relation to J.K. Rowling and the Scottish Government.  
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Given our respective interests stemming from the Hate Crime legislation, it would be 
helpful if you could possibly check whether you hold anything in scope. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Hate Crime Policy Officer | Mainstreaming Strategy and Inclusion Division | 
Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights | Scottish Government 
3H North | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ 
Tel:  [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  Mobile: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
e: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
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Email Correspondence 31 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 12:38 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)],  

 

Nil return from me.  

 

Thanks,  

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Senior Researcher 

Maternal and Infant Health | Children and Families Analysis  

Scottish Government 
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Email Correspondence 32 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 1:57 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

 

This is a nil return for Gender Pay Gap policy and wider Fair Work 

Divisional interests. 

 

Kind regards 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)], [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], | Gender Pay Gap 

Policy Adviser | Fair Work Unit: Diverse Workplaces | Fair Work Division 

| Jobs and Wellbeing Economy Directorate | Scottish Government | 

Email: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)],@gov.scot 

 

 I use black Arial size 14 font in emails for accessibility purposes. 

Please consider doing the same. 
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Email Correspondence 33 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 2:04 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

How are you? Hope all is well! We should catch up for a tea/coffee again soon 😊  

 

I did a search in my inbox and I think the attached may fall in scope. You may 

already have ruled some of it out as its not directly about criticism (i.e. wild women’s 

writing club refers to her essay but not about criticism, but I think the essay was 

critical of government approach, specifically GRA?). The emails with attachments 

related to the Bill – some of them ref JK Rowling and her essay/criticism.  

 

If none of this is relevant, apologies for clogging up your inbox! 

 

Let me know if you need anything further  

Thanks  

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Children’s Residential Care Unit | Directorate for Children and Families 
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Email Correspondence 34 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 4:20 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. Rowling and 
the Scottish Government 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
 
 
Nil response from Active Scotland.  

Thanks 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Equalities in Sport Policy Officer | Active Scotland | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

  

To find out more about Active Scotland, please visit us on Twitter or on our Actify 
hub. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/ActiveScotGov
https://www.actify.org.uk/activescotland
https://www.actify.org.uk/activescotland
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Email Correspondence 35 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2024 3:59 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 Emails 
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
I’ve pulled together the other docs for this one and added a little more to the email 
chain. 
 
Thought maybe you might like to look before firing across to [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
and [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]. 
 
[redacted – s.30(b)(i)] 
 
Hate Crime - FOI 202400424984 - Response Letter  
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk:8443/documents/A49661792/details  
 
Hate Crime - FOI 202400424984 - Exemptions  
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk:8443/documents/A49691683/details  
 
Hate Crime - FOI 202400424984 - Schedule of Documents  
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk:8443/documents/A49691685/details  
 
[redacted – s.30(b)(i)] 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Monday, August 19, 2024 11:34 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOI 202400424984 Emails 
 
Hey [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
How are you doing? 
 
Just head of our catch-up, I’ve pulled together a doc with emails on the FOI which 
relates to J.K. Rowling’s criticism of the Scottish Government. I’ve attempted to lay 
out my rationale for each but obviously welcome any comments or alternative views! 
 
[redacted – s.30(b)(i)] 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Hate Crime Policy Officer | Mainstreaming Strategy and Inclusion Division | 
Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights | Scottish Government 
3H North | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ 
Tel:  [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  Mobile: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
e: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
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Email Correspondence 36 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2024 9:28 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Apologies for the late response – nil response from Primary Care Digital, Data, and 

Rural  

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Data and Digital Team Leader, Primary Care 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
My working days are Tuesday to Friday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



61 
 

Email Correspondence 37 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2024 1:23 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

 

I have searched my outlook and it is a nil return for me. 

 

Thanks, 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
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Email Correspondence 38 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 11:47 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Good morning [redacted – s.38(1)(b)],  

 

I am emailing on behalf of the Ending Conversion Practices Bill team in response to 

the below FOI commission. Apologies for the delay in our response, we had some 

team members on leave.  

 

I can confirm that this is a nil return for us on both counts.   

 

Many thanks,  

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] | Bill Policy Officer – Ending 
Conversion Practices 

Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights 
Email: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
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Email Correspondence 39 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 3:52 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)].@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hey [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

Agree it was very helpful to chat and thank you for the links! 

 

Also I do have previous advice from the FOI team advising that another exemption 

(Section 27) can be used if the older case is still be published but will be in due 

course so appreciate the heads-up that your one is still to go live. 

 

Thanks again! 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 2:48 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: FW: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], 

 

It was good to chat with you earlier. 

 

In case helpful, here are the links to the eRDM file and Micase for the FOI I recently 

completed regarding Beira’s Place. It seems that the FOI has not yet been published 

on the scot.gov website but I will keep an eye for the release.  

 

ERDM File: 202400424130 - Objective ECM (scotland.gov.uk) 

Micase: MiCase - View Case 424130 

 

Thanks! 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

Violence Against Women and Girls Policy Officer 

Equality Unit | Directorate For Equality, Inclusion & Human Rights | 

Scottish Government | e: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
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Email Correspondence 40 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2024 10:36 AM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

 

Nil return from me.  

 

Many thanks 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 

 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

National Mission Strategy Oversight Lead 

E: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot  

T: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.scot/
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Email Correspondence 41 
 

From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Friday, August 23, 2024 5:20 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400425014 

 
As per our chat [redacted – s.38(1)(b)], I’m content to clear and can go to SpAds 

next week. 

 

Many thanks 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Friday, August 23, 2024 4:02 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 

s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: FW: FOI 202400425014 

 
Thanks [redacted – s.38(1)(b)].  

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] – don’t worry [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] has kindly agreed to look 

at this one as well so can hopefully get them both to SpAds on Monday. 

 

Cheers 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  

Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2024 3:55 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: FOI 202400425014 

 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 

 

This is the FOI mentioned earlier. It asks for: 

 

• Any correspondence between the Scottish Government and J.K. Rowling 
 

[redacted – s.30(b)(i)] 
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Hate Crime - FOI 202400425014 - Annex A - J.K. Rowling Letter - Redacted  

https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A49730097/details  

 

Hate Crime - FOI 202400425014 - Response Letter  

https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A49633026/details  

 

Hate Crime - FOI 202400425014 - Exemptions  

https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A49719781/details  

 

Hate Crime - FOI 202400425014 - Schedule of Documents  

https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A49718986/details  

 

[redacted – s.30(b)(i)] 

 

The letter from 2008 is all I could find but I feel falls within scope given the framing of 

the question.  

 

Also links with the attached I sent to [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] from the same requestor. 

 

Plan is to clear both with [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]/ [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] and then 

final approval with SpAds. 

 

Many thanks 

 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email Correspondence 42 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  

Sent: Friday, August 23, 2024 1:08 PM 

To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984 and 202400425014 - Correspondence in Relation to J.K. 

Rowling and the Scottish Government 

 
Apologies for lateness, but nothing from the Office of the Chief Statistician on this. 

[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email Correspondence 43 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 23, 2024 4:52 PM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984  
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
I think this looks in order and agree with your suggested way forward.  Content for 
this to go to Spads on Monday. 
 
Many thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  l Team Leader l Faith and Belief & Hate Crime Policy Teams l 
Mainstreaming Strategy and Inclusion Division l Equality, Inclusion & Human Rights Directorate 
l  Scottish Government      l  Tel:  [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
I WORK TUESDAY  to FRIDAY 
 
 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 23, 2024 9:39 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOI 202400424984  
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Just to note that [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] kindly reviewed this first and we have agreed 
to take a line-by-line approach on the emails being released. As per Statement of 
Compliance, only correspondence which refers directly to J.K. Rowling’s criticism of 
the SG has been considered to be in scope [redacted – s.30(b)(i)] 
 
Any questions please ask. 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
From: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]  
Sent: Friday, August 23, 2024 9:34 AM 
To: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
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Cc: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOI 202400424984  
 
Hi [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Apologies as meant to send this FOI to you earlier week. It asks for: 
 

• Any correspondence relating to J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish 
Government 

 
Grateful if you could clear before I send to SpAds for final approval. 
 
[redacted – s.30(b)(i)] 
 
Hate Crime - FOI 202400424984 - Response Letter  
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk:8443/documents/A49661792/details  
 
Hate Crime - FOI 202400424984 - Exemptions  
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk:8443/documents/A49691683/details  
 
Hate Crime - FOI 202400424984 - Schedule of Documents  
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk:8443/documents/A49691685/details  
 
[redacted – s.30(b)(i)] 
 
Thanks 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
Hate Crime Policy Officer | Mainstreaming Strategy and Inclusion Division | 
Directorate for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights | Scottish Government 
3H North | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ 
Tel:  [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]Mobile: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)] 
e: [redacted – s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

FOI – 202400435503 
 

Annex B 

 

Reasons for Not Providing Information 

 

Section 25 – information otherwise accessible 

 

Some of the information you have requested has previously been published as part 

of J.K. Rowling's criticism of the Scottish Government: FOI release - gov.scot 

(www.gov.scot). 

 

Under section 25(1) of FOISA, we do not have to give you information which is 

already reasonably accessible to you. If, however, you do not have internet access 

to obtain this information from the website(s) listed, then please contact me again 

and I will send you a paper copy. 

 

Section 30(b)(i) – free and frank provision of advice 

 

An exemption under section 30(b)(i) of FOISA (free and frank provision of advice) 

applies to some of the information requested. This exemption applies because 

disclosure would, or would be likely to, inhibit substantially the free and frank 

provision of advice. This exemption recognises the need for officials to have a 

private space within which to provide free and frank advice to other officials and 

Ministers before the Scottish Government reaches a settled public view. Disclosing 

the content of free and frank advice regarding sensitive areas of Scottish 

Government policy will substantially inhibit the provision of such advice in the future, 

particularly because these discussions are still ongoing and decisions have not been 

taken. 

 

This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all 

the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 

the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have 

found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption. 

We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open, 

transparent and accountable government, and to inform public debate. However, 

there is a greater public interest in allowing a private space within which officials can 

provide full and frank advice to other officials and Ministers, as part of the process of 

exploring and refining the Government’s position on sensitive areas of policy, until 

the Government as a whole can adopt a decision that is sound and likely to be 

effective. This private thinking space is essential to enable all options to be properly 

considered, based on the best available advice, so that good decisions can be taken. 

Premature disclosure is likely to undermine the full and frank discussion of issues 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202400424984/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202400424984/


between Ministers and officials, which in turn will undermine the quality of the 

decision making process, which would not be in the public interest. 

 

Section 30(b)(ii) - free and frank exchange of views for the purposes of 

deliberation 

 

An exemption under section 30(b)(ii) of FOISA (free and frank exchange of views) 

applies to some of the information requested. This exemption applies because 

disclosure would, or would be likely to, inhibit substantially the free and frank for the 

purposes of deliberation. This exemption recognises the need for officials to have a 

private space within which to discuss and explore options before the Scottish 

Government reaches a settled public view. Disclosing the content of free and frank 

discussion regarding sensitive areas of Scottish Government policy will substantially 

inhibit such discussions in the future. 

 

This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all 

the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing 

the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have 

found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption. 

We recognise that there is a public interest in disclosing information as part of open, 

transparent and accountable government, and to inform public debate. However, 

there is a greater public interest in allowing a private space within which officials can 

explore and refine the Government’s position on sensitive areas of policy, until the 

Government as a whole can adopt a decision that is sound and likely to be effective. 

This private thinking space is essential to enable all options to be properly 

considered, based on the best available advice, so that good decisions can be taken. 

Premature disclosure is likely to undermine the full and frank discussion of issues 

between Ministers and officials, which in turn will undermine the quality of the 

decision making process, which would not be in the public interest. 

 

Section 38(1)(b) – applicant has asked for personal data of a third party  

 

An exemption under section 38(1)(b) of FOISA (personal information) applies to 

some of the information requested because it is personal data of a third party, i.e., 

names, email addresses, telephone numbers and disclosing it would contravene the 

data protection principles in Article 5(1) of the General Data Protection Regulation 

and in section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018. This exemption is not subject to 

the ‘public interest test’, so we are not required to consider if the public interest in 

disclosing the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Schedule of Documents 
 
FOI - 202400435503 
 
 

Title Description of information Information withheld 

Annex A Email Correspondence in Relation to 
FOI/202400424984 

• Section 30(b)(i) – free and frank 

provision of advice 

• Section 30(b)(ii) (free and frank 

exchange of views for the purposes of 

deliberation) 

• Section 38(1)(b) (personal 

information) 

Annex B Explanation of exemptions N/A 
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