Minute of the meeting

1. Meeting with the Arab Ambassador Corps

Minister

First Minister
Minister for Culture, Europe and International Development

Type of
engagement

The First Minister was invited as guest of honour by H.E. Ambassador Shaikh Fawaz
bin Mohammed Al Khalifa of Bahrain to a private roundtable discussion with the
Heads of Mission of the Arab Ambassador Corps. The Minister for Culture, Europe
and International Development was also in attendance. Following opening remarks a
facilitated Q+A session took place for approximately 40 minutes. Following the
roundtable both the First Minister and Ms Stewart joined the Corps for a private Iftar
to break fast. As the meeting was conducted under the Chatham House Rule, no
comments have been attributed to individual members of the Arab Corps in the note
below.

Date

Monday 11" March — 17:00 — 19:30

Who

e Babhrain - H.E. Shaikh Fawaz bin Mohamed Al Khalifa — Ambassador and Dean
of the Arab Diplomatic Corps (Host)

Algeria - H.E. Mr Nourredine Yazid - Ambassador

Egypt - H.E. Mr. Sherif Kamel - Ambassador

Irag - H.E. Mr Mohammad Jaafar Al-Sadr -Ambassador

Jordan - H.E. Mr. Manar Dabbas - Ambassador

Kuwait - H.E. Mr. Bader Al-Awadi - Ambassador

Lebanon - H.E. Mr. Rami Mortada - Ambassador

Libya — Mr Abdulrahman Elgannas - Minister Plenipotentiary
Mauritania - H.E Mr. B.A. Samba - Ambassador

Morocco - HE Mr. Hakim Hajoui - Ambassador

Palestine — Mr Marwan Yaghi — Deputy Head of Mission

Qatar Mr. Jassim Al Moftah, Deputy Head of Mission

Saudi Arabia - Mr Hassan Aljomae — Minister Plenipotentiary
Somalia — H.E Mr Abdulkadir Ahmed-Kheyr Abdi — Ambassador
Sudan - Mr. Mohamed Salah Hassan, Charge d’ Affairs

Tunisia - H.E. Mr. Yassine El Oued - Ambassador

United Arab Emirates - H.E. Mr. Mansoor Abulhoul - Ambassador
Yemen — H.E Dr Yassin Noman Ahmed — Ambassador

Arab League — H.E Mr Abdulla Al-Muftah - Director

Summary of
Discussion

Opening Remarks:

The First Minister began by setting out his vision for Scotland around the three pillars
of equality, community, and opportunity, noting the Scottish Government’s strongly
pro-business approach underpinned by our commitment to social justice. FM set out
Scotland’s investment landscape, in particular around the Net Zero opportunity and
the aspiration to encourage greater collaboration on higher education, on research,
innovation and to foster student exchange. FM reflected on our approach to engaging
internationally, recognising the need for Scotland to be an advocate for good global
citizenship and our belief in democracy, rule of law and human rights. FM reaffirmed
the importance of international solidarity in the face of shared global challenges such
as the climate emergency, Russia’s war against Ukraine and the current crisis
unfolding in the middle east.

Net Zero Investment Opportunity and broader T&I relationship

The round table discussion with Ambassadors focused on Scotland’s investment
landscape and covered the importance of continued efforts to improve Scotland’s
investment proposition in order to unlock the private sector capital required to drive
the transformative potential of a green transition. Discussion also focused on the




importance for investors looking at large scale infrastructure projects of a supportive
end to end Government wrap around that can, for example, shorten and simplify
planning consent, improve grid connectivity and transport infrastructure.

The conversation reflected on negotiation of the UK — Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) REDACTED

The important role Scotland’s food and drink industry could play in supporting
regional food security was discussed. The contract secured by Intelligent Growth
Solutions in the UAE was highlighted as an example of the strength of Scotland’s
agri-tech sector and could be an interesting component of a future visit to Scotland by
Ambassadors.

Culture Tourism and Connectivity

The strength of Scotland’s cultural offering was referenced, as was a collective
aspiration from the Corps to deepen the regional cultural footprint at Scotland’s
signature cultural events, both the Edinburgh International Festival and the Royal
Military tattoo were specifically referenced. The conversation also noted the under
exploited opportunity of sports diplomacy/tourism - particularly the attractiveness of
Scotland’s golf offering to the Arab business community. It was acknowledged that
through greater cooperation we can better promote our respective countries as
emerging business and leisure tourism destinations. Part of that conversation should
be exploring additional aviation connections between Scotland and the Arab regions.

Higher Education — Research and innovation

The excellence and prestige of Scotland’s Universities was noted and well
understood. There was a clear appetite to ensure engagement with Scotland’s Higher
Education sector is a key element of a future visit to Scotland. The discussion noted
the range of specialisms and expertise within Scottish universities, with the Corps
keen to explore research and innovation collaborations in areas including, but not
limited to, technology transfer, medicine, renewables, agri tech, and life sciences.
Student mobility was discussed, a number of the representatives noted sizeable
cohort of students studying in Scotland and stressed the aspiration to significantly
increase that cohort in future.

Geo Politics

Specifically in the context of the humanitarian crisis, the conversation reflected on
how Scotland could best support the reconstruction effort in Gaza. In particular,
whether the Scottish University sector could contribute to the rehabilitation of the
decimated Palestinian University sector and, in the shorter term, consider how
Scottish universities might support Palestinian students and researchers to continue
their academic careers.

Iftar
REDACTED

Next Steps There was a clear appetite among the Corps to explore deeper links with Scotland,
while recognising that this would be most effective when focused on delivery.
REDACTED

Attending John Webster — Head of Scotland House London

Official REDACTED Head of UK, EU and International Relations -SHL

REDACTED Deputy Head of Economic Diplomacy - SHL

Copy List

Scott Wightman




John Primrose
Joe Griffin
REDACTED
John Webster
REDACTED
Richard Rollison
REDACTED
Lisa Baird
REDACTED
Ewan Crawford
Emily Mackintosh
Jack Middleton
REDACTED




From: REDACTED @gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister

Sent: Monday, March 25, 2024 8:33 AM

To @gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Minister for Culture, Europe and International
Development <MinisterCEID@gov.scot>; Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; Joe Griffin
<Joe.Griffin@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; REDACTED < REDACTED
gov.scot>; REDACTED gov.scot>; REDACTED @gov.scot>; REDACTED REDACTED @gov.scot>;
REDACTED gov.scot REDACTED Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; REDACTED

Subject: RE: Scotland House London - Readout - First Minister meeting with Arab Ambassador Corps
- 11 March 2024

Morning REDACTED

Thanks for sending this up.

The First Minister is content to clear the meeting note.
Many thanks,

REDACTED

Deputy Private Secretary to the First Minister

Office of the First Minister

5% Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, including preferences, can be found here.

AT Office of the First Minister of Scotland
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t\\"% FirstMinister.gov.scot
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All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a

decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act
2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: REDACTED Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 10:21 AM

To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>; Minister for Culture, Europe and International
Development <MinisterCEID @gov.scot>; Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; Joe Griffin
<Joe.Griffin@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; REDACTED

Richard Rollison <Richard.Rollison@gov.scot>; REDACTED Emily Mackintosh
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford
<Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; REDACTED

Subject: Scotland House London - Readout - First Minister meeting with Arab Ambassador Corps - 11
March 2024
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OFFICIAL SENSITIVE — NOT FOR ONWARD CIRCULATION
(minute remains draft until First Minister approval)

PS/ First Minister,

Please find enclosed a note of the First Minister’'s recent meeting with the Arab
Ambassador Corps.

Happy to discuss any of the points set out above.

Thank you
REDACTED

REDACTED Head of the UK, EU and International Relations Team |Scotland House - 5"
Floor |58 Victoria Embankment |[London |EC4Y 0DS
REDACTED @ ScotGovLondon



https://twitter.com/ScotGovLondon

From: REDACTED

Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 10:22 AM

To: REDACTED John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; REDACTED

Subject: FW: Official Sensitive: Note on Arab Ambassadors' round table for Portfolio Directors

Hi folks,

To see a high level internal readout of last nights engagement. | will put together a
formal readout for the FM over the coming days.

Happy to discuss.

Thanks

REDACTED

REDACTED | Head of the UK, EU and International Relations Team |Scotland House - 5"
Floor |58 Victoria Embankment [London |EC4Y 0DS

REDACTED @ ScotGovLondon

P« | gov.scot

From: John Webster <John.Webster@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 10:14 AM

To: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>

Cc: REDACTED

Subject: Official Sensitive: Note on Arab Ambassadors' round table for Portfolio Directors

Hi Scott,

Only point of interest for portfolio directors is Arab Ambo round table. Other
engagements yesterday focused on media. FM will deliver speech to LSE while you
are in portfolio directors.

Conversation at round table under Chatham House rules.

Striking degree of genuine interest in deepening ties. Although much of the
substantive discussion driven by a smaller, more focused cohort REDACTED

Conversation at round table focused on devolved issues, predominantly a demand to
better understand the scope and scale of the investment opportunity in Scotland
(with a particular focus on renewable energy and green transition). Also deepening
links on higher education, student exchange and research, technology transfer
(renewables, agri tech), food security, life sciences, cultural exchange (in particular
an interest in increasing regional footprint at our festivals), and tourism and
connectivity (flights specifically, but also sports tourism).

REDACTED spoke very eloquently on the need to further improve the attractiveness of
Scotland’s inward investment potential — specifically in the energy sector. He flagged
the importance for large investors of end to end government wrap around on issues
like planning consent and improved connectivity, communications and transport
links.
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REDACTED

Gaza raised by REDACTED Specifically in the context of the humanitarian crisis, and
seeking FM’s views on what Scotland would be able to do on the reconstruction
effort. A specific longer term ask was on what the Scottish University sector could do
to contribute to the rebuilding of the Palestinian University sector and to support
students, and researchers to continue their academic careers in the short term.

REDACTED
More detailed note to follow from REDACTED

Best wishes,

John Webster | Head of Scotland House London | Directorate for External Affairs | Scottish
Government | 58 Victoria Embankment | London | EC4Y ODS | REDACTED john.webster@gov.scot |
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