
202400432661 ANNEX 
 
Explanation of application of exemption under section 30(b)(i) 
(substantial inhibition to free and frank provision of advice) of FOISA 
 
Information has been withheld to uphold the ability of 
Scottish Government officials to provide free and frank advice on 
particular topics or in response to particular questions or issues. While it 
is accepted releasing this information will provide transparency behind 
officials’ decisions on advice offered, it is necessary to withhold such 
information to ensure officials remain confident in providing free and 
frank advice without prejudice or challenge particularly in relation to 
subjects which may be considered to be highly sensitive. 
 
 
Explanation of application of exemption under section 38(1)(b) (third 
party personal data) of FOISA 
 
Some of the information includes advice to the Scottish Ministers from 
Scottish Government officials and some of the information contains third 
party personal data that cannot be released. This means we have 
redacted identifiable information such as names and email addresses. 
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DOCUMENT 1: MEDIA QUERY FROM PRINT JOURNALIST 
 
[redacted S38(1)(b)], 
 
Ms Gilruth is content to clear. 
 
Thanks, 
[redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted S38(1)(b)]  
Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills – 
Jenny Gilruth MSP 
The Scottish Government   
St Andrews House | Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Mob: [redacted S38(1)(b)] | Email: CabSecforES@gov.scot  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments.  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See 
www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [redacted S38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Friday, June 23, 2023 3:56 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills <CabSecforES@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice <CabSecSJ@gov.scot>; 
Minister for Higher Education, Further Education, and Veterans 
<MinisterHEFEV@gov.scot>; Minister for Children, Young People & 
Keeping the Promise <MinisterCYPKP@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern 
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Emilie-Louise Purdie <Emilie-
Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell 
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; Michael Chalmers 
<Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; Mairi Macpherson 
<Mairi.Macpherson@gov.scot>; Director of Learning 
<DirectorofLearning@gov.scot>; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; Communications 
Education & Skills <CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOR CAB SEC VIEW: 
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[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
PROPOSED RESPONSE 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
[redacted S30(b)(i)] 
 
QUERY 
 
[redacted – out of scope of request] 
 
Sorry, a second question I meant to ask… 
 
Attached is a photograph taken of a display at Alva Academy in Clacks, 
apparently promoting polyamory to children. 
 
Is this in accordance with SG’s policy that schools should be teaching 
pupils about how to develop and maintain respectful relationships? Is 
SG content for polyamory to be apparently promoted in schools? 
----- 
[redacted S38(1)(b)] ([redacted S38(1)(b)]) | Media Manager 
(Education & Skills) 
Email: [redacted S38(1)(b)] 
Mobile: [redacted S38(1)(b)] 
St. Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 

 
 



DOCUMENT 2: MEDIA QUERY FROM FREELANCE JOURNALIST 
 
[redacted 
S38(1)(b)]

 

From: [redacted S38(1)(b)] on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 
Sent: 26 June 2023 17:26 
To: [redacted S38(1)(b)]; Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 
Cc: Minister for Higher Education, Further Education, and Veterans; Minister for  

Children, Young People & Keeping the Promise; McGivern S (Sean); [redacted 
S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; 
[redacted S38(1)(b)];  
Communications Education & Skills; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; 
[redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; Chalmers MJ (Michael); 
Macpherson MC (Mairi); Director of Learning; [redacted S38(1)(b)] 

Subject: RE: FOR CABSEC VIEW - Polyamory [redacted – out of scope of 
request] enquiry, freelancer 

[redacted S38(1)(b)],  
  
Ms Gilruth is content to clear.  
  
Thanks,  
[redacted S38(1)(b)]  
  
[redacted S38(1)(b)]   
Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills – Jenny Gilruth MSP  
The Scottish Government    
St Andrews House | Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  

Mob: [redacted S38(1)(b)] | Email: [redacted S38(1)(b)]   
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep 
official records of such e-mails or attachments.   
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See 
www.lobbying.scot  
  

 

From: [redacted S38(1)(b)]   
Sent: Monday, June 26, 2023 5:02 PM  
To: Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills <CabSecforES@gov.scot>  
Cc: Minister for Higher Education, Further Education, and Veterans <MinisterHEFEV@gov.scot>; 
Minister for  
Children, Young People & Keeping the Promise <MinisterCYPKP@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern  



<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; 
[redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; Communications Education & Skills 
<CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
S38(1)(b)]; [redacted S38(1)(b)]; Michael Chalmers <Michael.Chalmers2@gov.scot>; 
Mairi Macpherson <Mairi.Macpherson@gov.scot>; Director of Learning 
<DirectorofLearning@gov.scot>; [redacted S38(1)(b)]  
Subject:  
[redacted S30(b)(i)] 
  
Many thanks  
  
[redacted S38(1)(b)]  
  
Draft lines  

For information  

[redacted S30(b)(i)] 
  
Media enquiry  
  
I am following up reports that Alva Academy has been flying the polyamory flag amid 
accusations that school chiefs have been effectively inciting children to be promiscuous.  
  
Youngsters at the school are said to have been presented with material about the practice of 
having multiple partners at the same time, while flying a flag designed to promote polyamory 
to kids as young as 12.  
  
Is the Scottish Government really supportive of polyamory being promoted as a lifestyle 
choice to young women in Scotland? Doesn’t the promotion of polyamory encourage 
misogyny and the sexual abuse of women, while encouraging male pupils to have unhealthy 
expectations in terms of relationships?  
  
[redacted – out of scope of request] 
  
I would be grateful if you could respond by close of play today (Monday).  
  
[redacted S38(1)(b)] ([redacted S38(1)(b)]) | Media Manager (Education & Skills)  
Email: [redacted S38(1)(b)]  
Mobile: [redacted S38(1)(b)]  
St. Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
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