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REDACTED – FOI 202400432176 – Q2  
 
Request:  
 
“Could you supply all documentation held by the Scottish Government surrounding 
John Swinney’s meeting with the French Ambassadors on August 7, including 
correspondence, including internal, briefings, minute/notes from the meeting, policy 
notes, from the last three months?” 
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Email chain – submission of note of meeting with French Ambassador 

 

From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] on behalf of First Minister 
Sent: 20 August 2024 08:14 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; First Minister 
Cc: Shona Riach; Donna MacKinnon; Frank Strang; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Engagement Report - FM meeting with French Ambassador - 7 
August 2024 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
 
The First Minister is content. 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  
Office of the First Minister 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, including 
preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the 
Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  
See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>   
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 12:44 PM  
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Cc: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon 
<Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>; Frank Strang <Frank.Strang@gov.scot>; [redacted 
- s.38(1)(b)]  <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
 
Subject: Engagement Report - FM meeting with French Ambassador - 7 August 2024 
 
FMPO, 
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Please see attached a note of the meeting between FM and Hélène Duchêne, 
French Ambassador to the UK, on 7 August 2024. I would be grateful if the FM could 
confirm that he is content with the note. 
 
This is also saved to eRDM here: France - Engagement report - FM meeting with  
French Ambassador - 7 August 2024 details - Objective ECM (scotland.gov.uk) 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | European Relations | Directorate for Culture and External 
Affairs | The Scottish Government  
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Note of meeting with French Ambassador 
 

ENGAGEMENT REPORT: MEETING WITH HÉLÈNE DUCHÊNE, FRENCH 
AMBASSADOR TO THE UK 

Minister John Swinney, First Minister (FM) 

Date 7 August 2024  

Who Hélène Duchêne, French Ambassador to the UK (HD) 
Stéphane Pailler, Consul General (SP) 

Key points  HD noted the positive atmosphere in Edinburgh around the Edinburgh 
Festival. FM agreed, noting the diversity and multiculturalism in the city. 
 
HD asked FM what his idea of closer relations between Scotland and the 
EU would look like. FM set out three key elements: to have greater freedom 
of movement; to be closer to the single market to improve the flow of trade; 
and to restore the Erasmus student exchange programme. Both discussed 
the positive impact that student exchange can have on people’s lives and 
communities. 
 
There was a discussion around green energy. FM noted Scotland’s 
strengths in this area, and set out plans to improve further, eventually 
reaching a point where Scotland produces more green energy than it uses.  
 
[REDACTED – s.32(1)(a)]  
 
HD asked what the key areas would be for France to engage with, and 
invest in, Scotland. FM explained that SG is keen to engage with 
companies who can invest in green energy, and so help to make those links 
would be welcome. He also noted key areas of opportunity, including 
renewable energy, life sciences, trade (particularly food and drink) and 
tourism.  
 
[REDACTED – s.32(1)(a)]  
 
The FM closed by congratulating France on a successful Olympic Games, 
noting the positive impact of such events and their power to unite people.  

Attending 
officials  

Donna MacKinnon, Deputy Director European Relations  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)], [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)], [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Comment A positive meeting covering shared priorities and highlighting potential 
opportunities for further engagement. 
 

Actions 
 

SG officials to continue to identify opportunities to engage with France on 
shared priorities, [redacted – s.32(1)(a)].  
 

Copy list Shona Riach 
Donna MacKinnon 
Frank Strang 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
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[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email chain – exchange between officials regarding comms in relation to the 
meeting with French Ambassador 
 
[REDACTED - s.30(b)(ii)] 
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Email chain – exchange with French Consulate regarding logistics in relation 
to the meeting with French Ambassador 
 

[REDACTED – s.32(1)(a)] 
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Briefing document for the meeting with French Ambassador 
 

 

BRIEFING FOR THE FIRST MINISTER 

 

MEETING WITH FRENCH AMBASSADOR HÉLÈNE DUCHÊNE 

 

7 August 2024 

 

Key 

messages 

• Welcome the Ambassador and congratulate her on the success of 

the Olympics so far.  

• Reflect on the recent elections in France and the UK. 

• Reflect on attendance at the D-Day Commemoration events in 

Normandy. 

• We look forward to continued collaboration on shared priorities, 

including climate change, energy, biodiversity, culture and 

education.  

• We have welcomed engagement on renewables and biodiversity, 

as shown by recent visits by French coastal leaders and the 

French biodiversity agency, and would welcome further 

engagement with the Embassy and Consulate to deliver future 

inward visits. 

• We value our relations with French regions. SG France office 

officials are working with counterparts from Brittany to widen 

engagement and deliver the aims of the MoU DFM Shona 

Robison signed in Rennes last year. 

• We value the work of the Institut Français in Edinburgh and the 

Alliance Française in Glasgow to promote French language and 

culture in Scotland. 

What Meeting with Hélène Duchêne, French Ambassador to the UK 

Why An opportunity for an introductory meeting with the French 

Ambassador and to outline the value we place in Franco-Scottish 

relations. 

Who Hélène Duchêne, Ambassador to the UK since 

autumn 2022. Prior to this Hélène was DG of 

Administration and Modernisation at the French 

Foreign Ministry. Hélène was a student of the Ecole 

Nationale d’Administration (ENA). She is also a 

Chevalier in the Ordre national de la Légion 

d’Honneur. 
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Stéphane Pailler, Consul General since September 

2023. Prior to this, Stéphane was DD for Environment 

and Climate in the Ministry for Europe and Foreign 

Affairs; Deputy Perm Rep to UN and International 

Organisations in Vienna; and Director of International 

at ASN (French Nuclear Safety Regulator). 

Where Bute House 

When Wednesday 7 August, 15:40 

Likely 

themes 

Olympics, recent elections, climate change and the environment, 

energy, biodiversity, education and languages 

Media  Social media TBC – FM comms team have been contacted 

Supporting 

official 

Donna Mackinnon, Deputy Director European Relations  

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)], [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 

Attached 

documents 

Annex A – Summary 

Annex B – Steering brief 

Annex C – France country profile 

 

ANNEX A 

Summary 

 

Hélène Duchêne is visiting Edinburgh for a few days week beginning 5 August and 

asked to meet with the First Minister. She previously met with First Minister Nicola 

Sturgeon in the Scottish Parliament in January 2023, her first official visit as 

Ambassador, when she also had dinner in the French Residence with Mr Robertson. 

Consul General Stéphane Pailler will also attend; his first meeting with the First 

Minister.  

 

Please note that both the Ambassador and the Consul General will also attend the All 

Festivals reception at Bute House in the evening (19:30).  

 

France is a priority bilateral partner for the Scottish Government, and a meeting with 

the Ambassador provides a useful opportunity to reinforce our mutual interests with 

a key stakeholder. 

 

Expectations and desired outcomes 

It would be helpful to hear any reflections on, or further information about, the 

current political situation in France, following the snap parliamentary elections this 

summer.  

 

It would be helpful to find out about any French attendance at New York Climate 

Week. While the First Minister’s attendance has yet to be confirmed, officials are 

exploring a potential programme of engagements, and French attendees would be 

key interlocutors.  
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As this is an introductory meeting it would also be an opportunity for the First 

Minister to set out his priorities for government. In doing so, he could reinforce our 

commitment to working with France on shared priorities such as climate change, 

energy, biodiversity, trade and investment, culture and education – both nationally 

and through our recently signed MoU with Brittany. 

 

Recent engagement   

27-28 June 2024 – Inward visit by OFB (French Biodiversity Agency) with site visits to 

Loch Lomond National Park and the Sea Mammal Research Unit (St Andrews) and 

meetings with Nature Scot and SG offshore wind colleagues 

6 June 2024 – FM attended D-Day commemoration in Normandy  

2-4 April 2024 – Inward visit by ANEL (Association of French coastal leaders) 

including a meeting with Ms McAllan  

13 March – Ms Stewart attended UNESCO for a conference to celebrate the 30th 

anniversary of the Salamanca Declaration  

29-30 Nov 2023 – Ms Gougeon visit to Paris to co-host the SG/SDI Saint Andrew’s 

Day reception and meet agricultural and land reform stakeholders 

 

Upcoming engagement 

[REDACTED - s.30(c)] 

Jan 2025 – Scottish Parliament reception with Stuart McMillan MSP to mark the 

200th anniversary of the invention of Braille 

 

ANNEX B 

Steering brief  

 

Olympics 

• Congratulations on the successful opening ceremony, for the success of the 

Games so far, showcasing Paris and France to a global audience, and for the 

strong results for the French team. 

• There are 34 Scots in Team GB (overall team size 327).  

• The SG France office and the City of St Denis have a strong working relationship 

since the Rugby World Cup in France. St Denis have invited us to showcase our 

brand mark, sell our produce (Brewdog beer) and showcase young talent (Feis 

Rois) in their Olympic village. 

• The SG France office worked with Stéphane to honour Scottish Olympic champion 

runner, Eric Liddell, who competed in the 1924 Paris Olympics, organising the 

installation, and the unveiling, of a plaque commemorating Eric Liddell at the 

Stade de Colombes, which is hosting the hockey.    
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French parliamentary elections 

• Gabriel Attal remains the Prime Minister, at least until the end of the Olympics. It 

would be helpful to hear the Ambassador’s thoughts on timings of the 

appointment of a new Prime Minister and government, and any reflections on 

what this will mean as France looks ahead to the Presidential elections in 2027. 

• Thank Stéphane for his quick work to organise voting centres for around 5,000 

French voters who voted in Scotland.  

 

UK General Election 

• The Scottish Government will work together with the new UK Government for the 

benefit of the people of Scotland. One of the first meetings after the new Prime 

Minister was elected was with the First Minister. 

• [Any reflections on working with the new UK Government] 

• We very much welcome the commitment of the new UK Government to resetting 

its relationship with the EU and will encourage them to be ambitious as to what 

this means in practise. In particular we will support moves towards a veterinary 

agreement and will press for the UK to respond positively to the EU moves on 

mobility for young people. 

 

D-Day commemorations 

• [Note any personal reflections on attending the D-Day commemoration events in 

Normandy in June] 

 

Trade and Investment links and priorities 

• As Scotland’s second largest export market (first largest in Europe), France is a 

highly strategic market for Scotland.  

• SDI has identified Consumer Industries (i.e. Food & Drink and consumer lifestyle), 

Energy Transition, Life Sciences and Technology as priority sectors for trade in 

France. These sectors are covered by six team members who provide 1 to 1 trade 

support to Scottish exporters, deliver trade missions, and one-to many activities, 

whilst proactively engaging with key in-market stakeholders. 

 

Climate, Under2 Coalition and energy 

• Scotland is the current European co-chair of the Under2 Coalition. We recognise 

that global cooperation is integral in responding to the climate crisis. As co-chair, 

our priority is to mobilise action to successfully deliver on member’s climate 

targets through the continued peer to peer exchange of knowledge, the pooling 

of expertise and collaborative problem solving.  

• 50-80% of climate action is implemented at subnational and local levels and 

these governments also often demonstrate more ambitious climate policy than 

national counterparts. 

• We are eager to increase engagement on climate with French regions (seven 

French regions are Under2 members, including Brittany). The Association of 
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Coastal Leaders (ANEL), who visited Scotland in April, are another key stakeholder 

with an interest in offshore renewables. [REDACTED – s.32(1)(a)] 

• [REDACTED - s.30(c)] 

• New York Climate Week will take place from 22-29 September. Officials are 

exploring a programme of engagement, but Ministerial level attendance is yet to 

be confirmed. Is it known yet what the French delegation will look like? 

 

Biodiversity and species protection 

• We have particularly strong relations with the French biodiversity agency (OFB). 

We recently welcomed a delegation from the OFB to Scotland for a visit focussing 

on offshore wind and the impact on biodiversity, the management of protected 

areas and the reintroduction of beavers. We are keen to continue engagement, 

supporting collaboration between the OFB and Nature Scot. 

• We recognise that the interlinked crises of climate change and nature loss need 

urgent action across government and society. We are committed to expanding 

and improving areas managed for nature, including protected areas, with an 

ambitious commitment to protect 30% of our land for nature by 2030. 

• Following our successful leadership of the Edinburgh Process, we remain 

committed to playing our part internationally. The Edinburgh Declaration ensured 

that the voices of subnational governments were heard during COP15, and was 

well supported by French regions.  

 

Lorient Interceltic Festival 

• The SG France office are working closely with Brittany and Scotland’s culture 

sector, including young Gaelic performers Feis Rois and Showcase Scotland Expo, 

to ensure Scotland is promoted at the Festival during the w/c 12 August.  

• The Scotland stand will promote the MoU with Brittany, Scotland’s food and drink 

sector and cultural offering including music and dance, Gaelic language and 

tourism.  

 

Fringe Festival 

• We look forward to welcoming the Ambassador and Consul General to the All 

Festivals reception at Bute House later in the evening.  

• The Institut Francais in Edinburgh (of which CG Pailler is also the Director) will 

host their own “Vive Le Fringe!” festival, bringing theatre, music and dance to 

celebrate the significance of cross-cultural exchanges between France and 

Scotland. 

 

Education and languages 

• We have invested over £50m in additional language learning in Scotland since 

2013.  

• French is one of the eight languages that pupils can take at National Qualification 

level. It remains the most popular language offered by primary and secondary 

schools. 
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• The UK Government is in the process of agreeing an Education MoU with France. 

We have participated in this process, and are looking forward to greater 

cooperation with French authorities around education issues. 

• SG fulfilled a PfG commitment by publishing its first International Education 

Strategy (IES) on 7 February 2024, setting out how we will work with partners to 

promote Scotland’s education offer globally, including how we will maintain our 

links with the EU. 

• The IES is focused on three key themes: attracting and diversifying the 

international student population; maximising the economic benefits of 

international higher education; and promoting Scotland’s as a world leader in 

research and knowledge exchange. 

 

Research 

• France is one of the top 5 global collaborators in international research with 

Scotland.   

• There are many research and innovation collaborations through the EU’s flagship 

Horizon 2020 programmes with France being one of Scotland top research 

partner behind only Germany.  

• SG has always believed full association to the Horizon Europe programme was 

the best outcome, and will continue to maximise the opportunities available 

through the programme to work with EU partners on global challenges in areas 

of mutual interest. 

• We would be very keen to work with you to identify these opportunities and 

strengthen our research partnerships with France. 

 

Erasmus 

• The UK Government has launched the Turing Scheme as a replacement for 

Erasmus+.  

• The Turing Scheme does not match the breadth and scope of Erasmus+. It offers 

no provision for inward mobility to the UK, nor does it offer any provision for staff 

inward or outward mobility. 

• We will continue to engage with the UKG to make Turing better reflect the needs 

of Scotland. 

 

Youth mobility 

• With the ending of free movement, there are minimal opportunities for young 

Scottish and French people to live, work and study in each other’s countries.  

• Currently young French people can visit Scotland for up to six months. The range 

of permitted activities on a visitor’s visa is limited.  

• The EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement has no provisions for youth 

mobility.  

• In April, the EU Commission proposed to the EU Council that it open negotiations 

with the UK Government on youth mobility. Scottish Ministers very much 
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support the EU Commission’s proposals and would welcome an EU-UK youth 

mobility agreement. 

• The UK Government already has youth mobility visa agreements in place with a 

number of countries including Australia; Canada, New Zealand and South Korea. 

These are capped schemes allowing individuals to apply for a visa for 2 years with 

the option of a 1 year extension. The UK Government may be willing to explore 

an expansion of such a scheme as a first step.  
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ANNEX C 

France Country Profile 

    

Head of State: Emmanuel Macron (since May 2017, Renaissance)   

Head of Government: Gabriel Attal (since January 2024, Renaissance)  

Minister for Foreign Affairs: Stéphane Séjourné  

Ambassador to UK: Hélène Duchêne  

Ambassador to France: Menna Rawlings  

Consul General in Edinburgh: Stéphane Pailler  

  

Olympics  

• [REDACTED – s.32(1)(a)]  

• [REDACTED – s.32(1)(a)] 

 

Parliamentary elections  

• President Macron took everyone by surprise and called snap parliamentary 

elections on 30 June and 7 July (originally scheduled for 2027) [REDACTED – 

s.32(1)(a)].   

• Of the 577 seats the left-wing ‘Nouveau Front Populaire’ (NFP) alliance won 

the most, at 182. Macron’s ‘Ensemble’ alliance won 168 seats; up considerably 

on the 70-100 initially predicted following round one. The right wing 

Rassemblement national (RN) are the third largest bloc, having won 143 seats. 

This came as a surprise as they were predicted to win 230-280 in the 

aftermath of round one.    

• Macron announced that he won't appoint a new government until after the 

Paris Olympics, keeping Prime Minister Gabriel Attal in post temporarily to 

ensure stability.  

• [REDACTED – s.32(1)(a)]  

• Presidential elections are still due to take place in 2027.  

   

EU elections 

• Following the EU Parliament elections in June 2024, Jordan Bardella’s 

Rassemblement National came top with 31% of the vote (30 of 81 MEPs). 

Macron’s Renaissance dropped to 15% (13 MEPs). Raphael Glucksmann’s 

Place Publique (Socialist Party) came third, with 14% (13 MEPs).   

• In the last European elections in 2019, Rassamblement national and 

Renaissance were almost tied, winning 23 seats each.   

 

Trade and Investment 

• Total value of Scottish exports was £ 3010m in 2021(excluding Oil & Gas). This 

is 10% of all international exports from Scotland. Top export sectors are food 

& drink, financial & business services, and engineering & advanced 

manufacturing.   
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Email chain – submission of the briefing document for the meeting with 
French Ambassador 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 05 August 2024 12:58 
To: First Minister 
Cc: Shona Riach; Deputy Director European Relations; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]; International Strategic Comms; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; Ewan Crawford; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
- s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; Rachel Sunderland; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Briefing - Meeting with the French Ambassador - 7 August 
Attachments: Updated - France - Briefing - Meeting between FM and Ambassador 
Duchene - 7 August  
2024.docx 
 
Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
 
Please see attached an updated briefing. I’ve added a note on the Ambassador’s  
attendance at the All Festivals reception, and a line on the French Institute’s “Vive le  
Fringe” festival. 
 
I’ve also added a line to the desired outcomes and climate section of the steering 
brief on New York Climate Week. International climate colleagues are considering a 
potential programme of engagements, however SG Ministerial attendance isn’t 
confirmed yet. If there’s an opportunity to find out more about French attendees it 
might help with the identification of potential bilateral meetings.  
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | European Relations | Directorate for Culture and External 
Affairs | The Scottish Government  
  
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 12:14 PM  
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Cc: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Deputy Director European Relations  
<DeputyDirectorEuropeanRelations@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
International Strategic Comms <communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
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s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Rachel Sunderland 
<Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
 
Subject: RE: Briefing - Meeting with the French Ambassador - 7 August 
 
Hello [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
 
Many thanks for this – Culture colleagues have just confirmed that the French  
Ambassador and Consul General will attend the FM’s All Festivals reception at Bute  
House on Wednesday evening. Grateful if this can be added to the briefing please? 
 
Kind Regard, 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Office of the First Minister 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, including 
preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the 
Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  
See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>   
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 4:36 PM  
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Cc: Shona Riach <Shona.Riach@gov.scot>; Deputy Director European Relations  
<DeputyDirectorEuropeanRelations@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
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International Strategic Comms <communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>;  
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Rachel Sunderland 
<Rachel.Sunderland@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; 
Subject: Briefing - Meeting with the French Ambassador - 7 August 
 
PS/ First Minister  
 
On behalf of [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], and with thanks to those on copy for their 
contributions, please find attached the briefing for the First Minister’s meeting with 
the French Ambassador next Wednesday. 
 
All the best 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | European Relations | Directorate for Culture and External 
Affairs | Scottish Government | [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)] 
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Email chain – request for meeting from the French Ambassador 
 
from: John Swinney 
Sent: 26 July 2024 11:05 
To: First Minister 
Subject: Re: Request for a meeting from the french Ambassador. 
 
Happy to do so. 
 
FM 
  
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> on behalf of First 
Minister  
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 10:22:38 AM  
To: John Swinney <John.Swinney@gov.scot>  
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Subject: FW: Request for a meeting from the french Ambassador.  
 
Good morning FM,  
Please see the below meeting request from the French Ambassador. 
Both policy officials and spads recommend that you agree to meet.  
Would you be content to accept? 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Office of the First Minister 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Please note that all meetings/engagements are subject to parliamentary business. 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, including 
preferences, can be found here. 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the 
Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. 
See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr>   
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2024 10:46 AM  
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr>; 'PAILLER 
Stephane' <stephane.pailler@diplomatie.gouv.fr>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; 
'LONDRES-AMBA Sec' <sec.londres-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr>  
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Subject: Request for a meeting from the french Ambassador. 
 
Dear Madam or Sir, 
 
French Ambassador, Hélène Duchêne, will be tavelling to Edinburgh the week 
beginnig 5 August. 
 
On this occasion, she would like to meet with First Minister John Swinney. 
 
Would there be any availabilities preferably on Mondy 5, Tuesday 6 or Wednesday 7 
August any time of day ? 
 
Please, let us know if First Minister’s diary can accomodate a meeting. 
 
Best regards 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] - [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | Ambassador’s PA 
Ambassade de France au Royaume-Uni | French Embassy in the United Kingdom 
58 Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7JT 
Tél : [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
www.uk.ambafrance.org 
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Email chain – request for meeting from the French Ambassador 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr> on behalf 
of LONDRES-AMBA Sec <sec.londres-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr> 
Sent: 26 July 2024 11:52 
To: First Minister; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; 
stephane.pailler@diplomatie.gouv.fr; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; sec.londres-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr 
Subject: Request for a meeting from the french Ambassador. 
 
Good morning 
 
I confirm the availability of Mrs Helene Duchene, Ambassador of France, on 
Wednesday 7th August at 15.40, in Bute House 
 
With best regards, 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] - [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | Ambassador’s PA 
Ambassade de France au Royaume-Uni | French Embassy in the United Kingdom 
 
58 Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7JT 
Tél : [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
www.uk.ambafrance.org 
   
 
De : [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> De la part 
de FirstMinister@gov.scot  
Envoyé : vendredi 26 juillet 2024 11:40  
À : [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr  
Cc : [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; stephane.pailler@diplomatie.gouv.fr; 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; sec.londres-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr; 
FirstMinister@gov.scot  
Objet : FW: Request for a meeting from the french Ambassador. 
 
***[EMETTEUR EXTERNE] : Ne cliquez sur aucun lien et n'ouvrez aucune pièce 
jointe à moins qu'ils ne proviennent  
d'un expéditeur fiable, ou que vous ayez l'assurance que le contenu provient d'une 
source sûre***. 
 
Good morning, 
 
Thank you for your email.  
 
The First Minister would be available to meet the Ambassador on Wednesday 7th 
August at 15.40, in Bute House, if that works with her schedule.  
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 



22 

 

[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Office of the First Minister 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
Please note that all meetings/engagements are subject to parliamentary business. 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, including 
preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the 
Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. 
See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr>   
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2024 10:46 AM  
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr>; 'PAILLER 
Stephane' <stephane.pailler@diplomatie.gouv.fr>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
diplomatie.gouv.fr; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; 'LONDRES-AMBA 
Sec' <sec.londres-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr>  
Subject: Request for a meeting from the french Ambassador. 
 
Dear Madam or Sir, 
 
French Ambassador, Hélène Duchêne, will be tavelling to Edinburgh the week 
beginnig 5 August. 
 
On this occasion, she would like to meet with First Minister John Swinney. 
 
Would there be any availabilities preferably on Mondy 5, Tuesday 6 or Wednesday 7 
August any time of day ? 
 
Please, let us know if First Minister’s diary can accomodate a meeting. 
 
Best regards 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] - [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | Ambassador’s PA 
Ambassade de France au Royaume-Uni | French Embassy in the United Kingdom 
 
58 Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7JT 
Tél : [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
www.uk.ambafrance.org 
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**********************************************************************   
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely  
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying 
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended  
recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform 
the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those 
of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
  



24 

 

Email chain – exchange between officials regarding request for meeting from 
the French Ambassador 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 26 July 2024 07:47 
To: First Minister; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; Ewan Crawford; zzzDeputy Director 
European Relations; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; Shona Riach; 
Emily Mackintosh; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Request for a meeting from the french Ambassador. 
 
Strong accept from us; other in copy tba 
 
Neil 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister  
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2024 5:16 PM  
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>  
Subject: FW: Request for a meeting from the french Ambassador. 
 
Good afternoon,  
 
Please see below; grateful for policy and SpAds recommendations please. 
 
Many thanks, 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Office of the First Minister 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
Email: FirstMinister@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the  
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
 
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr>   
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2024 10:46 AM  
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr>; 'PAILLER 
Stephane' <stephane.pailler@diplomatie.gouv.fr>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@diplomatie.gouv.fr; 
'LONDRES-AMBA Sec' <sec.londres-amba@diplomatie.gouv.fr>  
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Subject: Request for a meeting from the french Ambassador. 
 
Dear Madam or Sir, 
 
French Ambassador, Hélène Duchêne, will be tavelling to Edinburgh the week 
beginnig 5 August. 
 
On this occasion, she would like to meet with First Minister John Swinney. 
 
Would there be any availabilities preferably on Mondy 5, Tuesday 6 or Wednesday 7 
August any time of day ? 
 
Please, let us know if First Minister’s diary can accomodate a meeting. 
 
Best regards 
 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] - [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | Ambassador’s PA 
Ambassade de France au Royaume-Uni | French Embassy in the United Kingdom 
 
58 Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7JT 
Tél : [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
www.uk.ambafrance.org  
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Email chain – exchange between officials regarding comms in relation to the 
meeting with French Ambassador 
 
[REDACTED - s.30(b)(ii)] 


