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Enclosure 01 – Email on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
to Professor Louise Hayward 
 
From: [Redacted S38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Education & 
Skills 2024 
Sent: Thursday, September 19, 2024 12:12 PM 
To: louise.hayward@glasgow.ac.uk 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Education & Skills 2024 <CabSecES2024@gov.scot> 
Subject: Review of Qualifications and Assessment 

 
Please see attached letter from Ms Gilruth. 
 
Kind regards,  
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted S38(1)(b)] [Redacted S38(1)(b)]to Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills – Jenny 
Gilruth MSP 

The Scottish Government  
St Andrews House | Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 

 
  



Enclosure 01.1 – Attachment: PDF – Letter from the Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills to Professor Louise Hayward  
 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills 
Jenny Gilruth MSP 
  
T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 
  
  


 

Professor Louise Hayward 
Email: louise.hayward@glasgow.ac.uk  

 

 
 

  
19th September 2024 
 
  
  
Dear Louise, 
 
This afternoon I will publish the Scottish Government response to the Independent 
Review of Qualifications and Assessment  setting out the Government’s next steps 
on qualifications and assessment, ahead of making a statement to Parliament. 
  
I would like to extend my thanks to you and your Independent Review Group once 
again for the significant work undertaken. Your report has given me a great deal to 
consider, and alongside other recent reports including the National Discussion, 
Professor Muir’s Putting Learners at the Centre, and the Skills Review, has been 
very important in considering the next steps for education in Scotland. 
 
In view of the importance of decisions around qualifications reform, I have taken the 
time necessary to very carefully consider the proposals, reflect how they could work 
in practice and undertake further stakeholder engagement. 

The Scottish Government response sets out our intended approach to delivering a 
fair and credible qualifications and assessment system that enhances learning and 
teaching while supporting better outcomes for young people. Commitments made 
seek to achieve a balance between ambition and action that is deliverable given the 
resources available, and the post pandemic challenges being faced in our schools.  

 

mailto:scottish.ministers@gov.scot
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781836013228
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781836013228


Key actions outlined in the Scottish Government response include: 

• A commitment to rebalancing assessment methods and reducing reliance on 
high-stakes external examinations. 

• Rationalising the qualifications offer in the Senior Phase. 

• Exploring models for how graded national courses such as National 5, Higher 
and Advanced Higher could be organised into ‘modules’, to allow pupils 
maximum flexibility to build credit as they go.  

• Undertaking further work to support the delivery of high quality 
interdisciplinary learning in secondaries given the benefits and demand from 
young people themselves. 

• Supporting the continued development of the Digital Profiling tool, which has 
recently been launched by SDS, as a means for young people capture wider 
achievement and skills. 

• Working towards introducing a Leaving Certificate as a longer-term goal for 
Scottish Education.  

 
I look forward to progressing the important work set out in the response, which your 
work has informed, as part of our wider plans to drive improvement from early years, 
primary and the Broad General Education into Senior Phase and beyond. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

JENNY GILRUTH 
 


