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Enclosure 1 — Meeting Note: National Council for Curriculum and Assessment
(NCCA) 4 April 202

National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA)

Attendees: Louise Hayward
Ben Murray
Barry Slattery
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] (Secretariat)

Date: 4 April 2022

To provide an overview of the published Senior Cycle Review: Advisory Report!, and
the Minister's announcement? to the advice.

[Out of scope]

e SC has been reviewed in recent years, including changes to the leaving certificate
subjects and its grading system, with more inclusive routes for learners to
transition into higher education. It is important to note that the last structural
change to the SC was over 20 years ago.

e The SC is currently comprised of four programmes;

- Leaving Certificate Established (LCE) — this course is followed by the
majority of learners.

- Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP) — designed to give a
strong vocational dimension to the Leaving Certificate (established) and is
followed by some Leaving Certificate Established students if they fulfil
certain criteria.

- Leaving Certificate Applied Programme (LCAP) - is a two-year Leaving
Certificate available to students who wish to follow a programme with a
strong practical and vocational emphasis.

- Transition Year (TY) - is an optional year which can be taken by learners
after the junior cycle, prior to them starting the SC. It allows learners to
obtain valuable new skills and values, and there is no pressure of external
examinations but schools do their own certification. Many schools teach
work experience, training, sign language or courses, musical, seen as a
project year for various sections of students. If you don’t do transition year,
there are no state exams.

1 The Senior Cycle Review: Advisory Report: https://ncca.ie/en/updates-and-events/latest-
news/2022/march/senior-cycle-review-advisory-report-published/

2 The Minister for Education announcement: https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/f7bf7-minister-foley-
announces-plan-for-reform-of-senior-cycle-education-equity-and-excellence-for-all/



https://ncca.ie/en/updates-and-events/latest-news/2022/march/senior-cycle-review-advisory-report-published/
https://ncca.ie/en/updates-and-events/latest-news/2022/march/senior-cycle-review-advisory-report-published/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/f7bf7-minister-foley-announces-plan-for-reform-of-senior-cycle-education-equity-and-excellence-for-all/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/f7bf7-minister-foley-announces-plan-for-reform-of-senior-cycle-education-equity-and-excellence-for-all/

[Out of scope]

e Schools and students supported the flexibility in the three year SC. Leaving
certificate (LC) examinations have received trust and support, and it was agreed
that these LCs should continue to feature in assessment arrangements.

e [Out of scope]
[Out of scope]

Minister’s response and next steps
- [Out of scope]

- as Leaving Certificate subjects are revised they will have assessment
components additional to the conventional written examination worth 40% of
the total marks; with the written examination worth 60% of the final score

- [Out of scope]
- [Out of scope]

- to ensure a positive impact on students as soon as possible, Leaving
Certificate Established students entering Senior Cycle in September 2023 will
sit Paper 1 in English and Irish at the end of fifth year

- [Out of scope]

- to enhance students’ options further, Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA)
students will have improved access to Mathematics and Modern Foreign
Languages from September 2022, broadening the options for LCA

- [Out of scope]
[Out of scope]
[Out of scope]
[Out of scope]

Network schools

e New and revised subjects will be introduced in around 50 network schools. Of
those schools, approximately 30 are following a new curriculum and assessment
method, with the remainder schools continuing as is.

e [Out of scope]

e 5th year students starting in September 2024 in network schools will be able to
take these new and revised subjects in their LC.

e [Out of scope]
e [Out of scope]

[Out of scope]



Enclosure 2 — Email: Follow Up on Meeting with Ireland

From: Louise Hayward <Louise.Hayward@glasgow.ac.uk>

Sent: Wednesday, September 21, 2022 11:56 AM

To: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]gov.scot>; Qualifications Reform <qualificationsreform@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>

Subject: Follow up on meeting with Ireland

Dear All

For info - [Redacted s38(1)(b)] and I met with colleagues from Ireland today which was
very interesting. Lots of similar issues but different contexts.

| thought it might be interesting for you to see the different way Ireland is approaching
vision and principles. In addition, | have attached a bulletin from their programme.

vbw

Louise

Louise Hayward
Professor of Educational Assessment and Innovation

University of Glasgow
College of Social Sciences
School of Education

St Andrews Building

11 Eldon Street

Glasgow G3 6NH

Direct line: +44 (0)141 [Redacted s38(1)(b)]

Fax: +44 (0)141 [Redacted s38(1)(b)]

The University of Glasgow, charity number SC004401

[Out of scope]



Enclosure 2.1: Screenshot

[Redacted s25(1)]

This screenshot is part of page 21 in the following document which is available at:
scr-advisory-report_en.pdf (ncca.ie)



https://ncca.ie/media/5399/scr-advisory-report_en.pdf

Enclosure 2.2: Screenshot

[Redacted s25(1)]

This screenshot is part of page 24 in the following document which is available at:
scr-advisory-report_en.pdf (ncca.ie)



https://ncca.ie/media/5399/scr-advisory-report_en.pdf

Enclosure 2.3: NCCA Attachment

[Redacted s25(1)]

Document already available at: looking-to-the-future_march-2022 en.pdf



file:///C:/Users/u450619/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/ZPQ30LNU/looking-to-the-future_march-2022_en.pdf

Enclosure 3 — Online Meeting with Professor Louise Hayward, SG Official and
NCCA

[Please note that the below is a draft note of an online meeting which contains
some typographical errors, including the date of the meeting which took place
on 21 September 2022]

Meeting with Professor Louise Hayward, [Redacted s38(1)(b)]and Ben Murry and Sinead Tuohy
from the NCCA: Wednesday 23 September 2022

Links provided during the session:

Solas | Learning Works -

Quality and Qualifications Ireland (qgi.ie)

Id.php (etbi.ie) - The Importance of Further Education and Training

looking-to-the-future march-2022 en.pdf

[Out of Scope]

LH — started with a shortened version of the Vision and Principal speech, however this was
condensed as LH has had a previously met with Ben Murry and his colleagues. LH then moved onto
the questions and starting by asking if vocational and academic qualification in Ireland is closely
aligned.

BM — explained that the two systems in Ireland are not aligned in any way really. The NCCA does not
oversee vocational qualification design or delivery in Ireland. This aspect Post leaving Certificates
(further education) is run in partnership with Our role | Quality and Qualifications Ireland (qgqi.ie) -
QQl is the state agency responsible for the external quality assurance of further and higher
education and training in Ireland and Solas | Learning Works - SOLAS was established in 2013 under
the Further Education and Training Act as an agency of the Department of Further and Higher
Education, Research, Innovation and Science. Our work is guided by the Further Education and
Training (FET) Strategy 2020-2024 and the SOLAS Corporate Plan.

ST —thought it was useful to give us a historical background on Irish education. Up until the 1940s
Irish secondary school was partly voluntary and focused on a purely academic pathway and the
other path was into vocational education and these two systems sat in separate spaces. This was
changed in the education amendment Act This has change over the years and Irish children study for
their junior certificate at the end of S3 for high school, senior leaving certificate, senior certificate
applied (more vocational) and post leaving certificate and transition year.

S1to 3 —junior certificate (JC)

S4-6 senior certificate (SC) points based
S4-6 senior certificate applied (SCA)
Transition year????

Post leaving certificate (PLC) — can be achieved through work. college and is vocational focused


https://www.solas.ie/
https://www.qqi.ie/
https://library.etbi.ie/ld.php?content_id=34353231
file:///C:/Users/u445565/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/NR17XZRH/looking-to-the-future_march-2022_en.pdf
https://www.qqi.ie/about-us/our-role
https://www.solas.ie/

ST — highlighted that Ireland culture on education the value placed on the number of points a
student achieves in the LC and a push from parents to get their children into higher education l.e.,
University. As GGl and Solas are responsible form develop, delivery and a framework for further
education. ST, highlight they have done an excellent job or marketing this but there is still a deep
routed culture that needs to change for this push of vocational qualifications to be successful

There was acknowledgement that there needs to be a better understanding of the landscape of the
QQl framework to increase access to LPC.

QQl - Level 5 has eight modules and work experience is mandatory along with communicate and the
other modules are focused on the area of study. Level 5 can then lead onto 6 and this opens up
learner pathways into work of further education. Again, awareness and understanding of these
pathways are key to learner success along the framework.

Pathways like this are proven to support learners and reduces the dropout rates for people who
pursue further education after achieving the PLC.

[Out of Scope]

BM - | Ireland the LC is recorded in points and you need to level of point to be considered for a
further entrance exam that provides the extra points request to enter medicine in Irish Universities.
However, the points in the LC do not even need to include a science to allow people to take the
entrance exam. [Redacted s30(b)(ii)]

[Redacted s30(b)(ii)]

Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) - there is a absence of progress for this cohort, this is due to a
couple of different points

e Lack of alignment with LCA and the QQI framework (Academic and Vocational) This space is
improving
e lack of understand in the careers space about the possibility of transition from LCA and QQl
level 5 and further
This year more alignment with further education was implemented by the Minister for Education in
Ireland. The Central admission office (where people apply for university course) included the link for
training apprenticeships available. Small steps, but hopefully help to change attitudes over time.

LH — than moved the discussion to the coherence with JC and LC (BGE and senior phase). She wanted
to know how well aligned these two Certificates have for Irish learners.

e [Redacted s30(b)(ii)]

e  Firstly, the areas where JC and LC do have alignment is for Irish language, maths and English,
learner take these three subjects throughout their school experience and are mandatory for
all Irish learners to pass the exams attached to the JC and the subsequent LC.

e If you take a subject and pass the JC exam, you do not need to take this subject in your
senior phase and subsequent LC exams.

e [Redacted s30(b)(ii)]
e [Redacted s30(b)(ii)]

There is skills development included in the JP and is focused on a skills base approach to teaching.
This is not present in the SP [Redacted s30(b)(ii)]



e Qverall, there is a better alignment of all three years of the JP of Irish education.
The LC exams are a very tough couple of weeks for Irish learners and they can be sitting two-to-
three-hour exams in one day during exam time, and there is a worry about the well-being of learners
on the lead up and during this time.



