
FM Engagement Commission - RE: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 
12 August 2024 - Diary interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 4:58 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] [REDACTED]@gov.scot; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Minister for Public Health and Women's Health 
<MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social 
Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical Officer 
<CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; Alison 
Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 



FM Policy Team Mailbox <fmpolicyteam@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Engagement Commission - RE: First Minister DIARY 
REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Good afternoon [REDACTED],  
 
Thank you for your email. The agenda for the visit is as follows: 
 
15:15 – First Minister Arrives  
15:15 – 15:20 – Introductions (First Minister to be greeted by Dr Emilia 
Crighton, Director of Public Health at NHS GG&C)  
15:20 – 15:40 – FM views vaccination clinic and speaks to those 
receiving vaccination and staff  
15:40 – 16:10 – Media activity  
16:15 – First Minister departs  
 
Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 4:42 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's 
Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical Officer 
<CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; Alison 
Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
FM Policy Team Mailbox <fmpolicyteam@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Visits and Events <VisitsandEvents@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Engagement Commission - RE: First Minister DIARY 
REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
[REDACTED]/[REDACTED], 
 



Grateful if you could share proposed agenda for Monday’s visit please? 
V&E can then review/update and reflect in the Ops Note following the 
[Redacted Section 39 (1)] 
 
[REDACTED]/[REDACTED]-[REDACTED] – I’ve granted you access to 
the shared Ops Note as well. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED](she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[REDACTED] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 3:39 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and 
Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical 



Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; 
Alison Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
FM Policy Team Mailbox <fmpolicyteam@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Engagement Commission - RE: First Minister DIARY 
REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot, 
 
Thanks for this – we’ll reflect in the diary and yes if arrangements can be 
made for FM to speak with NHS vaccinators and patients covering both 
elements please. 
 
Grateful if you/your team can liasie with V&E re. NHC GGC/ The Hub 
contacts so a venue recce can be arranged in advance of the visit. Also 



be helpful if a proposed agenda could be circulated, taking into account 
time for media bids at the end please. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED](she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[REDACTED] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 12:30 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and 
Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical 
Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; 
Alison Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 



<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
FM Policy Team Mailbox <fmpolicyteam@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Engagement Commission - RE: First Minister DIARY 
REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
As discussed, the confirmed location for First Minister, is the Older 
Adults clinic at the vaccine Hub in Clydebank, which runs from 0845hrs 
till 1925hrs with patients scheduled throughout the day.  
 
We propose First Minister will visit Clydebank and we will arrange a 
suitable person from midwifery/maternity services and/or a pregnant 
person who has been or is due to be vaccinated, as Mr Swinney won’t 
be able to attend both settings. This will allow media coverage for both 
programmes.  
 
The address of the clinic is: The Hub Community Centre, 405 Kilbowie 
Rd, Clydebank G81 2TX 
 



Please note, I am on leave next week, however my colleagues 
[REDACTED], [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] will be able to pick up 
anything further.  
 
Many Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot 
[REDACTED]  
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government  
 
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2024 9:49 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and 
Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical 
Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; 
Alison Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 



[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
FM Policy Team Mailbox <fmpolicyteam@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FM Engagement Commission - RE: First Minister DIARY 
REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot, 
 
The First Minister is content to undertake this visit on the 12th August. As 
discussed I’d be grateful if you could confirm the optimal vaccine centre 
to visit with NHS GCC colleagues - we have this visit pencilled for 1515-
1615 but timings will be subject to travel time from FM’s earlier 
engagement. 
 
I would be most grateful if a briefing note, in line with the First Minister’s 
preferences, could be sent to us by midday 8th August please? Please 
copy the briefing to everyone shown on the cc list above and could you 
also confirm who is providing the in person official support? I have 
attached a copy of the First Minister’s briefing template, which contains a 
step by step. 
 
1.       Lead official/s: [REDACTED] 
2.       Portfolio PS: [REDACTED] 
3.       Comms SpAd: TBC - SpAds to confirm 
4.       Portfolio SpAd: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
5.       Visits and Events lead: [REDACTED] 
6.       Comms lead: [REDACTED] 
7.       FM Policy Unit lead: [REDACTED] 



 
In addition to the FM briefing we will also be providing FM with an 
Operational note (Ops note). I’ve created a link to a shared ops note for 
this visit which allows policy, V&E and comms to input to / review this 
document before we submit to the FM -  Ops Note - FM Vaccination 
clinic Visit 12 August 2024.docx. I would be grateful if policy & V&E 
could complete the rest of the fields please? [Redacted Section 39 (1)]. 
Happy to chat if that would be helpful. @[REDACTED] - I have given you 
access in the first instance but please let me know if any other policy 
officials also require access.  
 
Comms – grateful if you can confirm who is leading on your side and if 
the Comms plan could also be submitted by same deadline please. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED](she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[REDACTED] 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2024 9:25 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and 



Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical 
Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; 
Alison Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary 
interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
ok 
 
[REDACTED] 
Special Adviser to the First Minister  
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the 
Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying 
(Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot. 
 



From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2024 9:15 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and 
Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical 
Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; 
Alison Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary 
interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 



Many thanks [REDACTED]@gov.scot – can I just check SpAds are 
content before I put to FM?  
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED](she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[REDACTED] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:48 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's 
Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical Officer 
<CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; Alison 
Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary 
interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Adding FM comms colleagues. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:46 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's 
Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical Officer 
<CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; Alison 
Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Justine Craig 
<Justine.Craig2@gov.scot> 
Subject: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary 
interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Dear First Minister’s Office, 
 
We are seeking agreement of a potential visit for First Minister, to a 
vaccination clinic on the first day of the new Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus (RSV) vaccine programme in Scotland.  
 
The launch date is August 12th 2024. 
 
Grateful if you could highlight to First Minister for his consideration on 
return from leave.  
 
Many Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 3:39 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and 
Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 



Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical 
Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; 
Alison Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
FM Policy Team Mailbox <fmpolicyteam@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Engagement Commission - RE: First Minister DIARY 
REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
[REDACTED], 
 
Thanks for this – we’ll reflect in the diary and yes if arrangements can be 
made for FM to speak with NHS vaccinators and patients covering both 
elements please. 
 
Grateful if you/your team can liasie with V&E re. NHC GGC/ The Hub 
contacts so a venue recce can be arranged in advance of the visit. Also 



be helpful if a proposed agenda could be circulated, taking into account 
time for media bids at the end please. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED](she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[REDACTED] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 12:30 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and 
Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical 
Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; 
Alison Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 



<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
FM Policy Team Mailbox <fmpolicyteam@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Engagement Commission - RE: First Minister DIARY 
REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
As discussed, the confirmed location for First Minister, is the Older 
Adults clinic at the vaccine Hub in Clydebank, which runs from 0845hrs 
till 1925hrs with patients scheduled throughout the day.  
 
We propose First Minister will visit Clydebank and we will arrange a 
suitable person from midwifery/maternity services and/or a pregnant 
person who has been or is due to be vaccinated, as Mr Swinney won’t 
be able to attend both settings. This will allow media coverage for both 
programmes.  
 
The address of the clinic is: The Hub Community Centre, 405 Kilbowie 
Rd, Clydebank G81 2TX 
 



Please note, I am on leave next week, however my colleagues 
[REDACTED], [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] will be able to pick up 
anything further.  
 
Many Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot 
[REDACTED]  
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government  
 
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2024 9:49 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and 
Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical 
Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; 
Alison Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 



[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
FM Policy Team Mailbox <fmpolicyteam@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FM Engagement Commission - RE: First Minister DIARY 
REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
[REDACTED], 
 
The First Minister is content to undertake this visit on the 12th August. As 
discussed I’d be grateful if you could confirm the optimal vaccine centre 
to visit with NHS GCC colleagues - we have this visit pencilled for 1515-
1615 but timings will be subject to travel time from FM’s earlier 
engagement. 
 
I would be most grateful if a briefing note, in line with the First Minister’s 
preferences, could be sent to us by midday 8th August please? Please 
copy the briefing to everyone shown on the cc list above and could you 
also confirm who is providing the in person official support? I have 
attached a copy of the First Minister’s briefing template, which contains a 
step by step. 
 
1.       Lead official/s: [REDACTED] 
2.       Portfolio PS: [REDACTED] 
3.       Comms SpAd: TBC - SpAds to confirm 
4.       Portfolio SpAd: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
5.       Visits and Events lead: TBC - V&E to confirm 
6.       Comms lead: TBC - Comms to confirm 
7.       FM Policy Unit lead: [REDACTED] 



 
In addition to the FM briefing we will also be providing FM with an 
Operational note (Ops note). I’ve created a link to a shared ops note for 
this visit which allows policy, V&E and comms to input to / review this 
document before we submit to the FM -  Ops Note - FM Vaccination 
clinic Visit 12 August 2024.docx. I would be grateful if policy & V&E 
could complete the rest of the fields please? Once V&E have carried out 
their venue recce they will make any required updates. The final version 
of the Ops note should be with FMPO by the same deadline as above. 
At this point it will be sent to FM alongside the briefing note so any 
further changes should be communicated via email or directly to the 
DPS / V&E please. Happy to chat if that would be helpful. 
@[REDACTED] - I have given you access in the first instance but please 
let me know if any other policy officials also require access.  
 
Comms – grateful if you can confirm who is leading on your side and if 
the Comms plan could also be submitted by same deadline please. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED](she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[REDACTED] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2024 9:25 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and 
Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical 
Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; 
Alison Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary 
interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
ok 
 
[REDACTED] 
Special Adviser to the First Minister  
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot 



 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the 
Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying 
(Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot. 
 
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2024 9:15 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and 
Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical 
Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; 
Alison Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary 
interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Many thanks [REDACTED]@gov.scot – can I just check SpAds are 
content before I put to FM?  
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED](she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[REDACTED] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:48 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's 
Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical Officer 
<CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; Alison 
Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary 
interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Adding FM comms colleagues. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:46 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's 
Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health & 
Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Chief Medical Officer 
<CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; Alison 
Strath <Alison.Strath@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers 
<DCMO@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Director of Population Health 
<Directorofpopulationhealth@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
<Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Justine Craig 
<Justine.Craig2@gov.scot> 
Subject: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August 2024 - Diary 
interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Dear First Minister’s Office, 
 
We are seeking agreement of a potential visit for First Minister, to a 
vaccination clinic on the first day of the new Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus (RSV) vaccine programme in Scotland.  
 
The launch date is August 12th 2024. 
 
Grateful if you could highlight to First Minister for his consideration on 
return from leave.  
 
Many Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED]  
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government  
 
 
Speaking Note Enquiry 
 
From: [REDACTED] 



Sent: 05 August 2024 12:14 
To: First Minister; [REDACTED] 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: FM Visit to RSV Vaccination Clinic - 12 August - Speaking 
note enquiry 
  
Hi [REDACTED]/ [REDACTED], 
  
Thanks very much to you both for getting back to confirm. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 10:10 AM 
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Visit to RSV Vaccination Clinic - 12 August - Speaking 
note enquiry 
  
Thanks [REDACTED]. 
  
[REDACTED]/ [REDACTED] - as below given there is not a slot for FM 
to deliver a speech in the agenda for this visit a formal speaking note is 
not required from speechwriters so you can simply remove this item from 
the briefing pack. 
  
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 



5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 
3DG | [REDACTED] 
  
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments. 
  
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
  
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 9:33 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Visit to RSV Vaccination Clinic - 12 August - Speaking 
note enquiry 
  
Excellent.  Thank you, [REDACTED]. 
  
Copying in policy area for confirmation. 
  
Regards 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Deputy Speechwriter for the First Minister 
Strategy, Performance, Delivery and Resilience Directorate 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 9:26 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Visit to RSV Vaccination Clinic - 12 August - Speaking 
note enquiry 
  



Morning [REDACTED], 
  
Happy for you to direct policy my way to check but no there won’t be a 
need for a speaking note given nature of engagement as [REDACTED] 
suggests. 
  
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 
3DG | [REDACTED] 
  
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments. 
  
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
  
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 8:46 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: FM Visit to RSV Vaccination Clinic - 12 August - Speaking 
note enquiry 
  
FMPO. 
  
Policy have contacted speechwriting regarding FM’s visit to an RSV 
vaccination clinic next week.  This isn’t on our list of requested speeches 
(and based on the format, it doesn’t sound like FM is giving a speech?), 
but given the question below I wanted to confirm that no speech is 
needed? 
  
Thanks. 
  



[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Deputy Speechwriter for the First Minister 
Strategy, Performance, Delivery and Resilience Directorate 
  
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Saturday, August 3, 2024 3:39 PM 
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Fwd: FM Visit to RSV Vaccination Clinic - 12 August - 
Speaking note enquiry 
  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 3:01:19 PM 
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FM Visit to RSV Vaccination Clinic - 12 August - Speaking note 
enquiry 
  
Hi [REDACTED]/ [REDACTED], 
  
As per the below email, my colleagues and I are currently coordinating a 
briefing pack for the FM to visit a vaccination clinic on the launch of the 
new respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) vaccination programme on 12 
August. Having looked through the briefing pack, one of the suggested 
items is a speaking note from yourselves. 
  
As far as I’m aware, the visit will consist of the FM visiting the clinic to 
observe vaccination proceedings, speaking with staff and patients at the 
clinic, as well as speaking with any journalists present (exact 
arrangements are still TBD). To my mind, I wasn’t sure that the FM 
would need a speaking note for this occasion, but I thought I should 
check as to whether you usually provide any speaking notes for visits 
like these? If so, grateful if you could let me know what support you 
might require from policy officials. 
  
Hopefully this makes sense, but please get in touch if you have any 
questions or wish to discuss further. 
  
Kind regards, 



  
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer  | Childhood Immunisations and Inclusion Team | 
Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government | St 
Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED] 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Urgent Request - Possible Change of Timings 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: 08 August 2024 11:36 
To: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: Re: Urgent Request - Possible Change of Timings 
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Excellent news, thanks for the update. 
  



[REDACTED]  
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:31 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]1@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@g
ov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@g
ov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Request - Possible Change of Timings 
  
Hello all, 
  
We’ve just received confirmation from FM’s office that they will now in 
fact be able to attend at the originally scheduled time (15:15-16:15). My 
sincerest apologies for the confusion, please disregard my earlier email. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
[REDACTED]  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:21 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]1@phs.scot>; 



[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Urgent Request - Possible Change of Timings 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
We'd be happy to jump on a call to discuss. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:15 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]1@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@g
ov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@g
ov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Urgent Request - Possible Change of Timings 
  
Hi all, 
  
We’ve had a request from FM’s office as to whether we’re able to 
facilitate a timing change for this visit. FM’s office are now requesting a 
11:30/12:00 start. 
  
With apologies, we are seeking views as to whether GG&C and PHS are 
able to facilitate this change? If possible, [Redacted Section 39 (1)]. If it’s 
easier to facilitate these discussions through a quick teams call, please 
let me know and I can set one up. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 2:47 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 



 
Hi all,  
 
For the First Minister’s briefing pack, we have been asked to include an 
agenda for the day. The current placeholder/draft agenda I have is as 
follows: 
 
15:15 First Minister arrives 
15:15 – 
15:20 

Introductions (First Minister to be greeted by ____) 

15:20 – 
15:40 

FM views vaccination clinic and speaks to those receiving 
vaccination and staff, including a midwife 

15:40 – 
16:10 

Media activity 

16:15 First Minister departs 
 
 
I’m mindful that agenda and timings may yet be subject to change, 
particularly [Redacted Section 39 (1)], but I’d be grateful for any 
feedback on this as it stands to ensure as accurate an agenda as 
possible can be included in the briefing pack. Also grateful if anyone 
could confirm who will be meeting the FM upon arrival at the venue? 
 
Kind regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 5:39 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 



[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Hi all, 
 
Thanks for coming along to the catch up earlier and also for all your 
input so far to pull the visit together. 
 
Just a quick note of the meeting  for future reference. 
 
Overview: 
 

• Senior Minister and Dr Sam Ghebrehewet attending a vaccination 
clinic at The Hub Community Centre at Clydebank in Glasgow on 
the 12th of August between 15:15 and 16:15 to speak to staff and 
patients, and to highlight the official launch of the RSV vaccination 
programme in Scotland. 

• The visit will highlight the RSV programme overall, with a particular 
focus on the maternal programme. 

• There will be an older patient present who is willing to be 
photographed ([REDACTED]) 

• We still need to source a pregnant person who is happy to be 
recorded and photographed getting their vaccine, and who would 
be willing to chat to media. ([REDACTED] and [REDACTED] 
working on this - PHS also putting call out to internal staff) 

 
Roles and responsibilities: 
 

• PHS to lead on comms with inviting media, coordinating interviews 
(with support from [REDACTED]) and issuing press release  

• SG supporting FM  
• NHS GGC supporting logistics and supporting NHS GGC staff with 

media 
 
Side conversations: 
 

• [REDACTED], [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] to discuss 
[Redacted Section 39 (1)] 

• [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] to discuss media invites 



• [REDACTED] enquiring about midwife who will be able to attend 
and vaccinate 

• [REDACTED] to enquire about SG photographer 
• [REDACTED] to confirm comms plans with [REDACTED] 

[REDACTED], [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] 
 
Hopefully that captures it accurately enough. 
 
Have a good evening, 
 
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and products 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:20 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Blair Harrison 
<Blair.Harrison@gov.scot>; Jill Wilding <Jill.Wilding@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Jennie Gollan 
<Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
That’s ok to be amended once cleared.  
 
[REDACTED] 
Special Adviser to the First Minister  
07766 355076  
[REDACTED]@gov.scot 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the 
Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying 
(Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:17 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@ 
<[REDACTED]@@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@ 
<[REDACTED]@@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
Thanks [REDACTED]. Jabs may have been my suggestion in an effort 
to avoid repetition of the term vaccines but happy to change this before it 
is issued. 
 
It has already gone to FM for clearance but given it isn’t a substantive 
change it should be fine to do that without reverting to PO assuming 
Emily is content. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:05 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 



Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
Hi all, 
 
Just chatted to [REDACTED]. A lot of old news articles from the Covid 
pandemic  used “jab”. We’re not keen on either and would ‘vaccines’ be 
better?  
 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 9:56 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
Haha, from conversations with PHS comms they’ve been saying “jabs in 
arms” when referencing pictures and TV shots etc. 
 
Policy colleagues may have a view though..   
 
[REDACTED]   



News | First Minister Communications 
 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [REDACTED]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9029 
www.gov.scot/news 

      
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 9:51 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
Looks good – thanks. Only one thing (and this takes me back!) “Jab” or 
“jag”? 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 9:46 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 

https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
[REDACTED], SpAds,  
 
Please now see an update from PHS on media invitees – they’ve gone 
for BBC, STV, Global and Bauer. I have mentioned PA to them but 
they’re content the news releases from SG and PHS  covers them for 
print.  
 
There’s also been minor tweaks to the news release following news 
desk review and clarification that the older group of those eligible for the 
vaccine includes those aged 75-79 and 364 days and not 75-80 as 
previously stated. We’ve also now received a clinical quote from PHS.  
 
With thanks to [REDACTED] and policy colleagues for sorting.  
 
I will get this up to FM later this morning.  
 
[REDACTED]-[REDACTED]  
 
[REDACTED]   
News | First Minister Communications 
 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [REDACTED]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9029 
www.gov.scot/news 

      
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 3:09 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 

https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
Thanks [REDACTED]-[REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 3:06 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
Thanks [REDACTED].  
 
I have chased PHS for a final list of media invitees and will pass that on 
to you as soon as I have it. I think they’re taking a while due to tyring to 
target health corrs. I’ll hold off sending to FM until we have the full list of 
media.  
 
[REDACTED]-[REDACTED]  
 
[REDACTED]   
News | First Minister Communications 



 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [REDACTED]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 [REDACTED] 
www.gov.scot/news 

      
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 2:47 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
Hi [REDACTED]-[REDACTED],  
 
I think we need more clarity on who is being invited from PHS. 
 
Small tweaks to the release.  
 
Cc’ing [REDACTED] for awareness.  
 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 1:30 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 

https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: SPAD VIEW - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and products  
 
SpAds,  
 
Please find below comms handling along with a news release and 
multiple tweets to mark FMs visit to the RSV pop up vaccine clinic in 
Clydebank on Monday 12 August.  
 
Grateful for any views and clearance.  
 
Thanks,  
 
[REDACTED]-[REDACTED]  
 
[REDACTED]   
News | First Minister Communications 
 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [REDACTED]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 [REDACTED] 
www.gov.scot/news 

      
 
 

COMMS HANDLING – RSV Vaccine 

WHAT The First Minister will visit Clydebank Community Hub 
where a vaccine clinic has been set up. The first RSV 
vaccines will be delivered to pregnant women and older 
people following £4.2m SG funding.  

WHEN Monday 12 August  

TIME 15:15-16:15 

https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


COMMS 
HANDLING 

• Public Health Scotland is leading on the visit and 
media invite 

They’re inviting:  
• BBC 
• STV 
• Bauer 
• Global  
• PA 

• Health Comms will issue a news release 
announcing SG funding to media on Sunday 11 
August with a 0600 embargo for Monday 12 
August   

• We are liaising with PHS to line up GMS – 
PHS will have a clinical voice available and 
we are working to arrange an SG voice too  

• PHS will issue a news release following the FM 
visit announcing vaccine drive launch   

• FM comms will send running issues ahead of visit 

SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

• Morning before visit: Tweet linking to the news 
release will be issued on @ScotGovHealth and 
retweeted by @ScotGovFM  

• Afternoon after visit: Stills from the visit will be 
shared on @ScotGovFM and retweeted by 
@ScotGovHealth  

• The First Minister will record a piece to camera   

COMMS 
SUPPORT 

[REDACTED], FM Comms  
[REDACTED], FM Comms   

  
News release:  
 
Protecting infants from severe lung disease 
First Minister welcomes start of new vaccination programme. 
 
First Minister John Swinney will highlight the importance of a new 
maternal vaccine in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a visit 
to a clinic in Clydebank later today. (Monday) 
 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) is the leading cause of emergency 
respiratory admissions to hospital in infants. The common and highly 
infectious virus affects the breathing system and generally causes mild 
symptoms, but can lead to severe illness in babies and the more 
vulnerable, including older people. 
 



The First Minister will see some of the first jabs administered in an 
immunisation programme to protect infants and those aged 75-79, which 
will prevent hospital admissions every year. 
 
The Scottish Government has invested £4.2 million in the supply of the 
vaccine and Scotland is the first of the four nations to administer the 
vaccines, acting on expert scientific advice from the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). 
 
First Minister John Swinney said: 
 
“I encourage pregnant women to take up their vaccination appointments 
to protect their babies against the leading cause of hospitalisation in 
infants during the first weeks and months of life.  
 
“Ensuring a healthy childhood is every parent’s first priority, however, it 
is equally important that those aged 75-79 take up their offer of this 
vaccine.  
 
“We have acted quickly with partners to introduce this vaccine in time to 
maximise the benefit to the more vulnerable ahead of winter. This 
programme will reduce the numbers seriously ill or hospitalised, helping 
to manage the significant winter pressures on our NHS.” 
 
Dr Sam Ghebrehewet, Head of Immunisation and Vaccination at Public 
Health Scotland, said: 
 
"Vaccinations have played a major role in protecting the health of people 
across the globe over the last 50 years. Today’s launch of the new RSV 
vaccination programme marks another significant step in protecting the 
population of Scotland against preventable diseases. 
 
“RSV can be very serious for those who are more vulnerable, such as 
newborns, infants and older adults. If you are eligible, getting vaccinated 
is the best and simplest thing you can do to protect yourself or your 
newborn baby from RSV. 
 
“Public Health Scotland continues to work closely with all health boards 
to ensure as many people as possible receive their vaccine and protect 
themselves against the more serious complications of an RSV 
infection.”  
 
Background 



 
RSV vaccine during pregnancy | NHS inform 
 
RSV vaccine for adults | NHS inform 
 
Doses are being offered to women from 28 weeks into their pregnancies, 
to protect newborns, as well as those aged 75 and a one-off catch up for 
those aged 75 to 79.  
 
In 2022-23, more than 500 people aged 75 and over and more than 
1,500 infants under the age of one were hospitalised with RSV, 
according to Public Health Scotland. 
 
The Scottish Government funded the supply of vaccines, which Public 
Health Scotland and health boards are delivering from within existing 
resources. The RSV programme is in addition to other vaccines that will 
be offered this winter, such as flu, Covid-19 and pneumococcal. 
 
Notes to editor: 
 
The First Minister is visiting a vaccination centre on Monday and media 
will be invited to attend. Please contact Public Health Scotland for further 
details. 
 
** 
 
Tweet from @ScotGovHealth (AM): 
 
First Minister @JohnSwinney will highlight the importance of a new 
maternal vaccine in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a 
clinic visit later today.  
 
@ScotGov invested £4.2 million in supply of the Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus vaccine. 
 



 
 
Link to news release 
** 
 
Tweet from @ScotGovFM (PM, after visit):  
 
First Minister @JohnSwinney visited a Clydebank vaccination clinic to 
see some of the first pregnant women immunised to protect babies 
against Respiratory Synctial Virus, the leading cause of infant 
hospitalisation during the first weeks and months of life. 
 
Pics from visit 
 
https://bit.ly/RSVpregnant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSV comms for Monday 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:19 AM 



To: [REDACTED]@nhs.scot 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RSV comms for Monday 
 
Good morning [REDACTED]. 
 
Can I take this opportunity to share a draft of the SG news release on 
Monday’s RSV appointments, which we plan to issue to media at the 
weekend embargoed to Monday morning. 
 
This is in confidence and grateful if you could please avoid further 
sharing until Monday morning after 6am. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
Protecting infants from severe lung disease 
First Minister welcomes start of new vaccination programme. 
 
First Minister John Swinney will highlight the importance of a new 
maternal vaccine in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a visit 
to a clinic in Clydebank later today. (Monday) 
 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) is the leading cause of emergency 
respiratory admissions to hospital in infants. The common and highly 
infectious virus affects the breathing system and generally causes mild 
symptoms, but can lead to severe illness in babies and the more 
vulnerable, including older people. 
 
The First Minister will see some of the first vaccines administered in an 
immunisation programme to protect infants and those aged 75-79, which 
will prevent hospital admissions every year. 
 
The Scottish Government has invested £4.2 million in the supply of the 
vaccine and Scotland is the first of the four nations to administer the 
vaccines, acting on expert scientific advice from the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). 
 
First Minister John Swinney said: 
 



“I encourage pregnant women to take up their vaccination appointments 
to protect their babies against the leading cause of hospitalisation in 
infants during the first weeks and months of life.  
 
“Ensuring a healthy childhood is every parent’s first priority, however, it 
is equally important that those aged 75-79 take up their offer of this 
vaccine.  
 
“We have acted quickly with partners to introduce this vaccine in time to 
maximise the benefit to the more vulnerable ahead of winter. This 
programme will reduce the numbers seriously ill or hospitalised, helping 
to manage the significant winter pressures on our NHS.” 
 
Dr Sam Ghebrehewet, Head of Immunisation and Vaccination at Public 
Health Scotland, said: 
 
"Vaccinations have played a major role in protecting the health of people 
across the globe over the last 50 years. Today’s launch of the new RSV 
vaccination programme marks another significant step in protecting the 
population of Scotland against preventable diseases. 
 
“RSV can be very serious for those who are more vulnerable, such as 
newborns, infants and older adults. If you are eligible, getting vaccinated 
is the best and simplest thing you can do to protect yourself or your 
newborn baby from RSV. 
 
“Public Health Scotland continues to work closely with all health boards 
to ensure as many people as possible receive their vaccine and protect 
themselves against the more serious complications of an RSV 
infection.”  
 
Background 
 
RSV vaccine during pregnancy | NHS inform 
 
RSV vaccine for adults | NHS inform 
 
Doses are being offered to women from 28 weeks into their pregnancies, 
to protect newborns, as well as those aged 75 and a one-off catch up for 
those aged 75 to 79.  
 



In 2022-23, more than 500 people aged 75 and over and more than 
1,500 infants under the age of one were hospitalised with RSV, 
according to Public Health Scotland. 
 
The Scottish Government funded the supply of vaccines, which Public 
Health Scotland and health boards are delivering from within existing 
resources. The RSV programme is in addition to other vaccines that will 
be offered this winter, such as flu, Covid-19 and pneumococcal. 
 
Notes to editor: 
 
The First Minister is visiting a vaccination centre on Monday and media 
will be invited to attend. Please contact Public Health Scotland for further 
details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSV potential FM visit 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, July 8, 2024 4:57 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV potential FM visit 
 
Thanks both – happy for you to tidy up [REDACTED]@gov.scot and 
then send to both FM and health comms colleagues for input 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
Currently hybrid working, sometimes at home and sometimes in 
the office. Best to get me on Teams.  If urgent you can get me on: 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED] | Seasonal Vaccination and Strategy Unit Head| Public 
Health Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate 
 



 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, July 5, 2024 4:38 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV potential FM visit 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
I have updated and reviewed, adding in addition lines of finance under 
points 18 to 22. (link below) 
 
If you are around, grateful if you could review. I will pick up again early 
Monday with you and [REDACTED].  
 
In the meantime, I will write to FM’s PO and enquire, highlighting we are 
pulling the sub together.  
 
Thanks  
 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot 
[REDACTED]  
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government  
 
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, July 4, 2024 5:29 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RSV potential FM visit 
 
Hi team, 
 



[REDACTED]@gov.scot and I had a good discussion with [REDACTED] 
from health comms and [REDACTED] from FM comms this afternoon 
about a potential FM visit to an RSV clinic on 12 August.  
It was suggested we send a brief sub up to FM’s office to get them to 
consider.  I’ve started this here : Submission - RSV day one visit - for FM 
- DRAFT details - Objective ECM (scotland.gov.uk) 
 
Next steps: 

- Check in with FM PO on his diary for 12 August. We think he has a 
visit in Glasgow in as a hold but good to check the status of that 
and maybe get this pencilled in? 

- Finish draft sub (it’s not too far off) 
- Share with Spads early for views and hopefully to get Spad 

support ([REDACTED], [REDACTED] and [REDACTED], with 
[REDACTED] also copied) 

- Update sub with a note of Spad support (if we get it) and share 
with [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] for any comms input 

- Finalise sub with Simon and issue! 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
Currently hybrid working, sometimes at home and sometimes in 
the office. Best to get me on Teams.  If urgent you can get me on: 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED] | Seasonal Vaccination and Strategy Unit Head| Public 
Health Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSV Handover work 250724 
 



From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 10:11 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV Handover work 250724 
 
Hi All – me again.  
 
Just thought it would be helpful to bullet the things needing taken 
forward over the next week: 
 

• FM Visit Briefing Pack – @[REDACTED] leading 

• RSV Thank you Letter to Health Boards – @[REDACTED] could 
you prepare a first draft? We can chat about this later 

• MiCases – @[REDACTED] leading 

• RSV Catch up on Monday – @[REDACTED] could you pick up 
with [REDACTED] and [REDACTED], the ‘January mop up 
arrangements’ and what was agreed at the Implementation Board 
when he was on leave? (although I think [REDACTED] may be on 
leave next week too) 

• RSV Catch up on Monday – We will need to agree a central set of 
lines on the over 80s ineligibility. This will be discussed today at 
Comms mtg.  

• EQIA – @[REDACTED] could you have a look over the latest 
version so we can pick up any comments when I am back? 

• Debrief – @[REDACTED], we used to have a 15 min catch up 
after the Implementation Board that I think came out of the 
calendar when [REDACTED] left the team. Could you reinstate – 
maybe 15 mins after the Boards finishing time to allow for a 
comfort break and include all of us and [Redacted]? 

 

Thanks All       

 
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2024 11:54 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RSV Handover work 250724 
 
Hi All,  
 



Just picking up from our meeting yesterday and some bits to pick up 
while I am on leave next week. Could you all have a think about who 
would like to attend on the day – as I have done a few visits in my time, I 
am happy to step back and let others take this one. Maybe 
[REDACTED] and [REDACTED] since you are Glasgow based?  
 
While I’m off – remember that [REDACTED] is around and on the off 
chance that she is out of office, [REDACTED] will be about to support 
too.  
 
FM Briefing/RSV FM Visit 
 

• [REDACTED] to bullet point information areas we require from 
others – eg, PHS ahead of meeting tomorrow (Friday 26th) and 
commission any vaccine teams for appropriate additions.  

• [REDACTED] to lead on briefing pack with support from 
[REDACTED] – first draft deadline for [REDACTED] to review on 
Thursday 1st August.  

• [REDACTED]@gov.scot to connect with FM’s office re logistics 
and arrange with GGC on clinic information.  

 
RSV MiCases – [REDACTED] , I have assigned to you – they are all in 
reference to the age limit and those not included in the cohort.  
 

• 2 Official Responses – lines bank should be used: 
202400423315 
202400423328 
 

• 1 Ministerial Response (MR)– This will need sent to PO once 
cleared and the lines bank should be used with the template for 
MRs: 

202400423941 
 
We have essentially agreed wording around the cut of age limit but could 
you  check in with PHS on Friday/Monday to make sure we are aligned 
in our responses : 
 
We recognise that some people may be disappointed that they are not 
yet included in the age group to be offered an RSV vaccine this year.  
 
When any vaccination programme is introduced or extended, 
recommendations are made regarding who will be offered the vaccine 
and when they will be invited to come forward. These decisions are 



based on a combination of factors including the risk of the disease and 
the effectiveness of the vaccine in different age groups. 
 
This approach is based on the advice of the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) and to ensure that NHS Scotland 
can deliver the programme effectively alongside other immunisation 
programmes. 
 
@[REDACTED] could you add the above to the lines bank please.  
 
Let me know if you have any q’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSV catch up 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 3:39 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV catch up 
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
[REDACTED] is off sick. There’s nothing urgent on my part. FM visit is 
coming into shape. PHS & FM comms have been doing lots of work 
behind the scenes.  
 
Is there anything you want to catch up on? 
 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 



Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 3:37 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RSV catch up 
 
Is there anything we need to catch up on today?  Justine and Iona are 
out office this week 
 
If a catch up would be helpful maybe we could bring it forward given we 
all have 30 minutes free now? 
 
Kindest regards 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED] 
Senior Medical Officer Health Protection and Immunisation 
CMO Directorate I Scottish Government 
 
My new working pattern is Wednesday to Friday and every other 
Tuesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSV - Comms and Marketing Meeting - 4 July 2024 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2024 12:42 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV - Comms and Marketing Meeting - 4 July 2024 
 



Thanks all,  
 
[REDACTED] – Unfortunately it’s taken some diary wrangling to find this 
timeslot for tomorrow morning, so I wouldn’t be able to move it on this 
occasion. I’ll be on annual leave the rest of this week, but I’m sure the 
team would be happy to share any key updates that arise from these 
discussions. 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2024 12:24 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV - Comms and Marketing Meeting - 4 July 2024 
 
Thanks [REDACTED]. 
 
Grateful if I could be copied into any emails going to ministers/PO on 
RSV please for awareness and a heads up in advance would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2024 12:21 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV - Comms and Marketing Meeting - 4 July 2024 
 
Hi all, 
 
I think it might be a good idea to link in with FM PO and see if we can 
lock that down. I think he was keen, but we need to confirm.  
 
Thanks,  
 



[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Flu & Covid Vaccines (FVCV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2024 12:08 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV - Comms and Marketing Meeting - 4 July 2024 
 
Thanks [REDACTED]. 
 
[REDACTED], do you know is a FM visit still scheduled to coincide with 
first vaccines? It wasn’t in his diary when I checked last week. 
 
And would there be another time later in the day which would suit to 
meet PHS? Otherwise I can just catch up with you at some point 
afterwards? 
 
Best wishes. 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2024 12:03 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV - Comms and Marketing Meeting - 4 July 2024 
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
Thank you for flagging this. We have a number of meetings at that time 
I’m afraid – my colleague [REDACTED] who I have copied, is leading on 
vaccination for us though obviously it is a PHS lead.  
However, as you will know we issued a proactive statement and social 
media at the end of last month when the CMO letters went out and we 
understand there will be a ministerial visit – ideally when first 



vaccinations are being delivered - in August. [REDACTED] will keep in 
touch with PHS on that and I presume you are involved in setting that 
up?  
We will certainly issue a news release and social media at that point and 
in the meantime, we would be happy to either retweet PHS posts or do 
our own on X (formally Twitter) to raise awareness if that’s helpful. 
Many thanks indeed. 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2024 11:40 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RSV - Comms and Marketing Meeting - 4 July 2024 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
I hope you’re well. I’m just getting in touch regarding the comms and 
marketing strategy for the launch of the new RSV vaccination 
programme, which will be rolled out from August. SG colleagues are 
currently working with PHS and NHS colleagues to see how we can best 
promote the launch of the RSV campaign to raise awareness and 
maximise uptake at launch.  
 
We have arranged a catch-up tomorrow with PHS comms colleagues 
from 09:30-10:15 to discuss the comms and marketing strategy, I just 
wondered whether you or one of your colleagues would be available to 
come along? Apologies for the rather short notice, but I’m sure your 
team would have some valuable input to discussions.  
 
I’d be happy to forward on a calendar invite if you’re available, let me 
know if you have any questions.  
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Query from Grampian re RSV start date 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2024 10:17 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Query from Grampian re RSV start date 
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
I spoke with [REDACTED], [REDACTED]@gov.scot and [REDACTED] 
and we are all content for Grampian to start before the 12 August.  
 
The only reservation we had was the FM visit on the 12th being the 
“official launch”, but there is a precedent in other programmes where 
there are small number of vaccines delivered in places, prior to a 
minister going to a big community clinic for the main start date.  
 
Thanks, 
 



[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>  
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2024 10:13 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: Query from Grampian re RSV start date 
Importance: High 
 
Hi [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] 
 
You might recall at the RSV meeting last Thursday that Grampian had 
raised that they wish to start the catch up for pregnant women on 5 
August. I had noted that this was ok in principle but would be taken 
offline via yourselves [REDACTED] 
 
Grampian are asking this morning if they can go ahead with this. 
 
Can you let me know your thoughts please.  I’ve not included 
[REDACTED] as he is on leave this week. 
 
Thanks 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
 
[REDACTED] |  Operations Manager | Vaccination and Immunisation 
Division | Clinical and Protecting Health Directorate 
Public Health Scotland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offer of comms / media support for PHS around RSV 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2024 2:42 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Offer of comms / media support for PHS around RSV 
 
Sounds good to me [REDACTED]. Thanks 
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2024 1:45 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Offer of comms / media support for PHS around RSV 
 
Sorry for the delay in responding on this [REDACTED] and I can also 
pull this into the chain on the quote so everything is in one place. 
 
The AP/Press Association reference was my suggestion but has been 
overtaken by the decision to include a chief midwife quote. 
 
I appreciate the suggestion of DCMO but I don’t think there is a need to 
compete/cover the same ground as PHS on this. I can check with the 
chief midwife whether she is comfortable accepting bids should we 
receive any from broadcasters on the back of her statement but I would 
prefer to keep any interview in a reactive space rather than offer her to 
media proactively. 
 
Perhaps we could leave the issue of who deals with follow up bids from 
the 12 August event until a little closer to the time rather than seeking 
PHS agreement at this point. 
 
Please let me know of any concerns over the proposed media handling 
to put to PHS when sending over the chief midwife quote. This can also 
contribute to comms handling plans for ministers as matters develop.  
 

• chief midwife quote in PHS news release 

• social media post from @ScotGovHealth 



• retweet PHS social media via @ScotGovHealth 

• social media posts from Chief Medical Officers 

• ask Chief Midwife if she would be available for media bids on her 
statement if required 

 
Launch w/c 12/08/24 
 

• FM or Ministerial media visit to meet one of the first vaccine 
recipients, with PHS lead 

• media interviews, SG press release and SG social media 

• @ScotGovHealth or FM twitter video to run the following day. 
Repurposed for Scotgov channels including Facebook/Instagram 

 
[REDACTED]. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 4:25 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Offer of comms / media support for PHS around RSV 
 
Thanks [REDACTED].  
 

• I’d be happy for any email to come from you, alongside the Chief 
Midwife quote.  

• AP = associated press 

• On DCMO – it was just if she may generate more media interest than 
[REDACTED]  due to profile? 

• Chief Midwife might make more sense, but have no idea what her 
experience is, so happy to remove her and DCMO from the 
suggestions if you think that’s sensible.  

• Follow up media bids idea was following the “trusted clinical voices” 
route, but a Minister would also work. Also, we don’t have to include 
this in the list I suppose, but could deal with them if they come in, in 
August?  

 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 



Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 4:20 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Offer of comms / media support for PHS around RSV 
 
Thanks for pulling this together [REDACTED] and adding [REDACTED] 
for awareness. 
 
Given that most of this involves comms matters it feels like it would be 
best if I incorporated this into my email to PHS when I am sending them 
the chief midwife’s quote? 
 
And apologies but what does AP stand for? 
 
What would the DCMO be able to say at a media briefing which is 
different from [REDACTED]? If we are supplying a chief midwife quote 
then it feels like she would be a more likely candidate for the briefing 
should we wish to put her up?  
 
On that point, I don’t know anything about how much experience the 
chief midwife may have speaking to media and [REDACTED] find much 
online. My instinct is to hold back on putting her in front of print 
journalists unless we have good reason to.  
 
Likewise it feels like perhaps any follow up media bids from the visit next 
month could be directed to Ms Minto or Mr Gray if Sam from PHS is 
already doing media?  
 
That would normally be how a FM media visit would work, not 
withstanding the point about the effectiveness of clinical versus 
ministerial voices. 
 
I will put together a draft quote for chief midwife this afternoon while we 
await the PHS news release for the appointments letters. 
 
Best wishes, 



 
[REDACTED]. 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 4:01 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Offer of comms / media support for PHS around RSV 
 
Hi both, 
 
Following on from the PHS RSV comms emails that are flying around, 
there was an action from the comms meeting last week that we would 
think about what SG could do to help promote the programme and send 
PHS a range of options to see if they would like to take advantage of 
them. Draft email to them below. Can you have a look and see if it’s 
correct and hitting the right tone? 
 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED]  
 
 
Hi all, 
 
Good to see the Chief Midwife’s quote in the PHS release for another 
trusted clinical voice. SG also took an action to think about how we could 
help promote the press release / media briefing next week and the 
launch. Here are some options below:  
 
Press release & media briefing w/c 15/07/24 

• Re-post PHS social media quotes via Scot Gov accounts 

• Social media posts from Chief Medical Officers 

• Contact SG AP contacts with PHS press release and media 
briefing details if required 

• Possibly ask DCMO if she could support Nick at the media briefing 
if required 

 
Launch w/c 12/08/24 

• FM or Ministerial visit, with Sam 

• Press release on FM / Ministerial visit and AP contacts notified 

• SG Social Media on visit, amplified via CMOs 

• Possible follow up media bids for Chief Midwife etc 



 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
 
 
FM RSV Visit Draft News Release 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 05 August 2024 15:39 
To: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; Communications Health and Social 
Care; [REDACTED]; Communications First Minister; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
Attachments: Photo and Text Graphic (25).jpg 

 
  
Thanks [REDACTED]. 
  
I have reordered the reference to Clydebank to reduce characters and 
we can just about fit this inside the character limit. Also including a 
shortened NHS Inform link to RSV vaccine during pregnancy. Thanks for 
your help. 
  
[REDACTED]. 
  
First Minister @JohnSwinney visited a Clydebank vaccination clinic to 
see some of the first pregnant women immunised to protect babies 



against Respiratory Synctial Virus, the leading cause of infant 
hospitalisation during the first weeks and months of life. 
https://bit.ly/RSVpregnant 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 3:29 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Looks good to me. One small tweak in the Draft tweet from 
@ScotGovFM (PM) below in yellow. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 9:30 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 



  
Attaching the revised infographic and including a link to it here. 
  
RSV vaccine - [REDACTED] - 1080 × 1350px - Canva 
  
I think the news release and tweets are ready to go to SpAds whenever 
you have the rest of the visit plan lined up if you are able to send 
together please [REDACTED]? And thanks [REDACTED], I saw your 
message around the additional social media for later next week. 
  
If [REDACTED], [REDACTED] or [REDACTED] could give everything 
one more read over please since I amended the news release on Friday 
due to the change to the statistics. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
[REDACTED]. 
  
Draft tweet from @ScotGovHealth (AM) 
  
First Minister @JohnSwinney will highlight the importance of a new 
maternal vaccine in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a 
clinic visit later today. @ScotGov invested £4.2 million in supply of the 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus vaccine. 
  
Link to news release 
  
Infographic (attached) 
  
Draft tweet from @ScotGovFM (PM) 
  
First Minister @JohnSwinney visited a Clydebank vaccination clinic to 
see some of the first pregnant women immunised to protect babies 
against Respiratory Synctial Virus, the leading cause of infant 
hospitalisation during the first weeks and months of life 
  
https://bit.ly/RSVpregnant 
  
Photos from visit 
  
  
Draft news release 
  



Protecting infants from severe lung disease 
First Minister welcomes start of new vaccination programme. 
  
The First Minister will highlight the importance of a new maternal vaccine 
in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a visit to a clinic 
in Clydebank later today. (Monday) 
  
The Scottish Government has invested £4.2 million in the supply of 
the Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccine and John Swinney will 
see some of the first jabs administered in an immunisation programme 
which will prevent hospital admissions every year. 
 
RSV is the leading cause of emergency respiratory admissions to 
hospital in infants. The common and highly infectious virus affects the 
breathing system, generally causes mild symptoms but can lead to 
severe illness in the more vulnerable. 
  
Scotland is the first of the four nations to administer the vaccines, acting 
on expert scientific advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI), to protect infants and those aged 75-80. 
  
The First Minister said: 
  
“I encourage pregnant women to take up their vaccination appointments 
to protect their babies against the leading cause of hospitalisation in 
infants during the first weeks and months of life.  
  
“Ensuring a healthy childhood is every parent’s first priority. It is also 
important that those aged 75-80 take up their offer of this vaccine. 
  
“We have acted quickly with partners to introduce this vaccine in time to 
maximise the benefit to the more vulnerable ahead of winter. This 
programme will reduce the numbers seriously ill or hospitalised, helping 
manage the significant winter pressures on our NHS.” 
  
PHS quote 
  
Background 
  
RSV vaccine during pregnancy | NHS inform 
  
RSV vaccine for adults | NHS inform 
  



Doses are being offered to women from 28 weeks into their pregnancies, 
to protect newborns, as well as those aged 75 and a one-off catch up for 
those aged 75 to 80. 
  
In 2022-23, more than 500 people aged 75 and over and more than 
1,500 infants under the age of one were hospitalised with RSV, 
according to Public Health Scotland. 
  
The Scottish Government funded the supply of vaccines, which Public 
Health Scotland and health boards are delivering from within existing 
resources. The RSV programme is in addition to other vaccines that will 
be offered this winter, such as flu, Covid-19 and pneumococcal. 
  
Notes to editor: 
  
The First Minister is visiting a vaccination centre on Monday and media 
will be invited to attend. Please contact Public Health Scotland for further 
details. 
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 3:46 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Perfect. Thanks 
  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: 07767 412 006 
  



From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 3:45 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Thanks [REDACTED] – we will say the full name of the vaccine in the 
tweet wording which precedes the infographic so I think that will be ok 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 3:43 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Like [REDACTED]’s suggestion on re-wording the 
infographic.  Something about the word ‘jab’ and a pregnant belly image 
that feels odd! 
  
Some of the Boards have been putting out comms on social media that 
just use the abbreviation and quite a few comments are all about “What 
the heck is RSV?”. Wondering if in small font, perhaps under the fine 
line, it would be worth adding in Respiratory Syncytial Virus? 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 



Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 3:40 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Sorry, I don’t think I have been clear about what I meant! 
  
I think maybe the infographic should read as follows if everyone is 
happy: 
  
NEW RSV VACCINE 
  
Maternal vaccine will help protect infants from serious lung disease 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 3:35 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Thanks [REDACTED] and this answers [REDACTED]’s question also I 
think. I didn’t realise those statistics were not published. 
  



So that means I think we can use the PHS figures for the numbers 
admitted to hospital, but not the number of hospital visits, which 
presumably also covers outpatients/A&E etc. 
  
I have amended the infographic, attached, as [REDACTED] suggests so 
it is nice and simple. 
  
Can I suggest we move the figures you quote into the background 
section rather than the FM’s quote? I would prefer not to insert too many 
figures into the quote or it will sound less natural. 
  
And we can merge the original with the revised in the quote as below? 
  
I was just re-reading the draft news release. Our use of the term 
thousands in the second sentence of the news release is just about 
correct, based on these figures. But can I suggest we amend it as below 
as “thousands” could begin to look sensationalist? 
  
I have updated the draft news release below and grateful for a further 
check please. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
[REDACTED]. 
  
“We have acted quickly with partners to introduce this vaccine in time to 
maximise the benefit to the more vulnerable ahead of winter. This 
programme will reduce the numbers seriously ill or hospitalised, helping 
manage the significant winter pressures on our NHS.” 
  
Background 
  
In 2022-23, more than 500 people aged 75 and over, and more than 
1,500 infants under the age of 1 were hospitalised with RSV, according 
to Public Health Scotland. 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 2:38 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 



<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Hi all, 
  
Slight issue with the infographic and line “We have acted quickly with 
partners to introduce this vaccine in time to maximise the benefit to the 
more vulnerable ahead of winter. [Redacted Section 29(1)(a)] 
  
We do have PHS stats on how many people went into hospital with RSV 
last year (Oct 2022 – Sept 2023), so wondering if we could use them in 
a workaround? There were over 1,000 cases of RSV recorded in adults 
aged 75 and over in Scotland, with more than half (535) having to spend 
time in hospital as a result. 1,516 children aged under one hospitalised 
with the virus last year. 
  
Suggested: “In 2022-23, over 500 people aged 75 and over, and over 
1,500 infants under the age of 1 were hospitalised in Scotland for RSV. 
This programme will reduce those numbers, helping to reduce the 
significant winter pressures on our NHS.” 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 2:28 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 



<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
My apologies, just amending the location in tweet 2 and news release, 
my geography was a little bit out. 
  
Best wishes. 
  
[REDACTED]. 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 12:31 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Good afternoon. 
  
I would be grateful for views on this suggested social media based on 
the news release please, which social content colleagues may wish to 
repurpose for other channels. 
  
I would suggest a tweet from @Scotgovhealth on the Monday morning, 
retweeted by @Scotgovfm, and a tweet from @Scotgovfm, retweeted by 
@scotgovhealth, following the event at around 5pm and including 
images from the visit. 
  
I don’t know if there would be a couple of minutes to gather a clip from 
the FM, [REDACTED], which we could put out later in the week? And 
forgive me if this is too ambitious but a clip with one of the people 
receiving the vaccine could work well on @Scotgovhealth for later in the 
week also. 
  
Best wishes. 



  
[REDACTED]. 
  
Draft tweet from @ScotGovHealth (AM) 
  
First Minister @JohnSwinney will highlight the importance of a new 
maternal vaccine in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a 
clinic visit later today. @ScotGov invested £4.2 million in supply of the 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus vaccine. 
  
Link to news release 
  
Infographic (attached) 
  
Draft tweet from @ScotGovFM (PM) 
  
First Minister @JohnSwinney visited a vaccination clinic in Clydebank to 
see some of the first pregnant women immunised to protect babies 
against Respiratory Synctial Virus, the leading cause of infant 
hospitalisation during the first weeks and months. 
Link to RSV NHS inform page 
  
Photos from visit 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 5:02 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
HI [REDACTED], 
  
Happy with that. 
  
Thanks, 
  



[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 4:40 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Thanks [REDACTED]. 
  
The PHS quote will probably be from Sam so that should provide 
adequate reference I think? 
  
And thanks also [REDACTED], I recall you made a similar point around 
the focus on the more severe impacts of the virus in relation to a recent 
PHS news release so I have revised as below. 
  
Please let me know whether happy then I can put this to SpAds in the 
morning unless any further concerns. 
 
Best wishes. 
  
[REDACTED]. 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 3:53 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 



Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Would it be sensible/possible to mention Dr Sam Ghebrewehet from 
PHS in this?  This is technically a joint visit and Sam is a clinician so 
worth giving him his place. 
  
[REDACTED]  
Currently hybrid working, sometimes at home and sometimes in 
the office. Best to get me on Teams.  If urgent you can get me 
on: [REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] | Seasonal Vaccination and Strategy Unit Head| Public 
Health Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate 
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 2:22 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Some thoughts below in yellow. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 



t: [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 1:04 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
  
Hi. 
  
Please see for review a draft news release on the FM’s RSV visit on 
August 12. 
  
I know the briefing is still in development but there were a few different 
figures for hospitalisations/days in hospital etc so grateful for clarification 
of the highlighted in the second sentence please. 
  
I have tried to reflect that we are funding the vaccine supply, as opposed 
to administration, below. 
  
It would be helpful to agree this at a policy level by Monday to give 
plenty of time to clear through SpAds and the FM. 
  
[REDACTED] will keep me right, [REDACTED] and [REDACTED], but I 
think [REDACTED] would usually send up a note to FM on the comms 
elements separately from your visit brief. So I usually suggest writing 
that comms advice will follow separately or something similar in the 
comms section of the visit briefing. 
  
You mentioned winter flu, [REDACTED], and perhaps clarifying the 
difference for those who may not be aware. I would be cautious about 
writing too much on winter flu here to keep the focus on RSV, but I have 
suggested a passing reference in the background, which you may be 
able to refine. 
  
Best wishes, 



  
[REDACTED]. 
  
Draft news release 
  
Protecting infants from severe lung disease 
First Minister welcomes start of new vaccination programme. 
  
The First Minister will highlight the importance of a new maternal vaccine 
in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a visit to a clinic 
in Clydebank later today. (Monday) 
  
The Scottish Government has invested £4.2 million in the supply of 
the Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccine and John Swinney will 
see some of the first jabs administered in an immunisation programme 
which will prevent hospital admissions every year. 
 
RSV is the leading cause of emergency respiratory admissions to 
hospital in infants. The common and highly infectious virus affects the 
breathing system, generally causes mild symptoms but can lead to 
severe illness in the more vulnerable. 
  
Scotland is the first of the four nations to administer the vaccines, acting 
on expert scientific advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI), to protect infants and those aged 75-80. 
  
The First Minister said: 
  
“I encourage pregnant women to take up their vaccination appointments 
to protect their babies against the leading cause of hospitalisation in 
infants during the first weeks and months of life.  
  
“Ensuring a healthy childhood is every parent’s first priority. It is also 
important that those aged 75-80 take up their offer of this vaccine. 
  
“We have acted quickly with partners to introduce this vaccine in time to 
maximise the benefit to the more vulnerable ahead of winter. This 
programme will reduce the numbers seriously ill or hospitalised, helping 
manage the significant winter pressures on our NHS.” 
  
PHS quote 
  
Background 



  
RSV vaccine during pregnancy | NHS inform 
  
RSV vaccine for adults | NHS inform 
  
Doses are being offered to women from 28 weeks into their pregnancies, 
to protect newborns, as well as those aged 75 and a one-off catch up for 
those aged 75 to 80. 
  
In 2022-23, more than 500 people aged 75 and over and more than 
1,500 infants under the age of one were hospitalised with RSV, 
according to Public Health Scotland. 
  
The Scottish Government funded the supply of vaccines, which Public 
Health Scotland and health boards are delivering from within existing 
resources. The RSV programme is in addition to other vaccines that will 
be offered this winter, such as flu, Covid-19 and pneumococcal. 
  
Notes to editor: 
  
The First Minister is visiting a vaccination centre on Monday and media 
will be invited to attend. Please contact Public Health Scotland for further 
details. 
  
[REDACTED] 
Media Manager| News: Health and Social Care 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
m: [REDACTED] 

     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/scotgoveconomy
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


 
 
First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
 
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Sent: 30 July 2024 08:10 
To: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Cc:  [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; Visits and 
Events 
Subject: 12 AUG First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
[REDACTED] only able to make times tomorrow have completed your 
form. With your change of emphasis ie focus on pregnant women within 
this comms push are you still wanting the visit to be at Clydebank or 
would you now want it to be at a clinic in maternity unit ie QEUH? 
  
Thanks 
  
[REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent:  29 July 2024 17:10 
To:  [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; Visits and 
Events 
Subject: Re: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Hi [REDACTED],  
  
Thanks for confirming regarding that aspect. 
  
In regard to those getting vaccinated on the day, thanks very much to 
[REDACTED] for sourcing an older adult, however, we think it would be 
more beneficial to focus on pregnant women within this comms push. 
  
The reason being that our initial press release was more focused on 
older adults looking out for their appointment letters, and this could be 
an opportunity to really focus on the maternal programme (albeit still 
highlighting the older adults programme). 



  
With this in mind, it would be great if we were able to find an eligible 
pregnant woman. We're also going to ask PHS colleagues to see if they 
may know someone who is 28+ weeks pregnant who would be 
interested to take part! 
  
Thanks to those who've filled out the form already, I've included below 
again and will choose a date tomorrow morning. 
  
[REDACTED], 
  
[REDACTED]  Poll: RSV clinic visit - Partner meeting 
  
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2024 16:35 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACT
ED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; VisitsandEvents@gov.scot <VisitsandEvent



s@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
[REDACTED], [REDACTED], thanks for including me in the chain. 
  
To confirm, FMs attendance should not be made public this far in 
advance. 
  
Happy to chat if easier. 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED]   
News | First Minister Communications 
 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Mobile: [REDACTED]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 [REDACTED] 
www.gov.scot/news 

      
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2024 4:14 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Thanks all, 
  
Keen for [REDACTED] and [REDACTED]’s feedback on if we’d prefer a 
patient who is comfortable being asked something on camera? I 
suppose it’s how it will work on the day? If having footage of a vaccine in 
arm and then FM / Dr Sam G & midwife chatting will suffice, then that 
would be fine. 

https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2024 4:05 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
That's great news in regard to sourcing those individuals, thanks to both 
[REDACTED] and [REDACTED] for their efforts. 
  
I'll let [REDACTED] come back with further comment, but just to note 
that we had a discussion with the FM's comms team this morning 
([REDACTED] and [REDACTED] CC'd in) and I think it would be really 
helpful to bring everyone together to ensure we're all on the same page. 
  
It would be great to have representatives from SG, GGC and PHS there 
to help coordinate as there will be some logistical elements that need to 
be carried out in advance of the day. 
  
I've created a poll below with some possible times so please select any 
you will be able to attend. 
  
  



 Poll: RSV clinic visit - Partner meeting 
  
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2024 15:03 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] has organised a RSV older adult patient who is willing to 
speak to the first minister while she is being vaccinated, happy to be 
filmed receiving her vaccine  also  but does not want to be asked to talk 
to the camera. 
  
[REDACTED] is working with Maternity to see they can identify a 
pregnant mother who would be interested in coming to the Hub on the 
12th. 
  



Can you confirm this is all ok and the visit will definitely be going ahead 
as planned after info above. 
  
Thanks 
  
[REDACTED]  
  
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot [mailto:[REDACTED]@gov.scot] 
Sent: 26 July 2024 14:37 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Hi, 
  
Maybe don’t say it’s FM? Maybe just say a “senior Government 
Minister”, until they indicate whether they are interested? 
  
If no one that’s booked in for that hour is keen to be involved in publicity, 
we’d maybe need to call other folks? 
  
Another option would be if any GG&C or PHS staff members have 
parents / grandparents that are eligible and live in Glasgow, who could 
be approached? 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 2:26 PM 



To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Hi [REDACTED] 
 
Agree but unsure how we identify any patients other than phoning those 
who are booked in at that time and hoping they agree to it – they may 
even DNA on the day. Also if we start phoning patients then there is no 
guarantee that the first dozen we call agree to participating  and then 
we’ve just announced to the whole of Clydebank that the first minister 
will be arriving at the Hub on the 12th. 
  
  
Thanks 
 
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot [mailto:[REDACTED]@gov.scot] 
Sent: 26 July 2024 14:16 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Keen for PHS comms thoughts, but I would say not having prior 
agreement from a patient would be a bit risky. If none of the patients at 



the clinic on the 12th agree to meet with FM, then that would put us in a 
difficult position. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 1:03 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Hi [REDACTED] 
 
Identifying patients beforehand is not something we’ve done before and 
not sure  phoning patients before their appointment is the correct thing to 
do and asking if they would be interested in engaging with the First 
Minister. 
  
Also in terms of the maternity cohorts we would need to speak to the 
maternity team of see if any of their patients would be interested in 
coming along to a community venue but there is no guarantee that we 
can get a maternity patient through the clinic. 
  
I understand there is a PHS Colleague who joins the RSV 
implementation board who said they would be interested but believe 
their due date may be around the 12th so might not be suitable. 
  



I know in previous visits by  First Ministers  and other MSPs we have 
stuck to speaking to staff as obviously we know who will be on site and 
give a bio, this I will arrange anyway for those staff onsite. 
  
We can ask patients on the day who are in the clinic if they are 
interested but trying to pre identify is very difficult. 
  
Have also looped in [REDACTED] from GGC comms. 
  
Thanks 
 
[REDACTED]    
  
  
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk 
Service Manager 
Public Health 
[REDACTED]  
  
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot [mailto:[REDACTED]@gov.scot] 
Sent: 26 July 2024 12:44 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]51@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Thanks. 
  
Looping in PHS comms/RSV colleagues. 
  
[REDACTED], can you confirm/GGC team are able to make 
arrangements in identifying a patient from the older adult and maternity 
cohort(s) who are happy to be included on the day for a short 
engagement with First Minister? 



  
To confirm: 
  
Date – 12th August 2024 
Timing – 15:15 to 1615 (inclusive of travel from Ballater Street, G5 0QB, 
approx. 25 mins) 
Location - The Hub Community Centre, 405 Kilbowie Rd, Clydebank 
G81 2TX 
  
Many Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government 
  
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 11:53 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
Address - The Hub Community Centre, 405 Kilbowie Rd, Clydebank 
G81 2TX 
  
Thanks [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot [mailto:[REDACTED]@gov.scot] 
Sent: 26 July 2024 10:36 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Hi [REDACTED]/ [REDACTED] 
  
Could you provide the address detail for the Clydebank Hub please? 
 
The most suitable location for FM is the Odler Adults clinic in Clydebank 
Hub – We propose FM will visit Clydebank but we need to arrange 
someone from maternity or a pregnant person who has been or is due to 
be vaccinated as Mr Swinney won’t be able to attend both settings. This 
will allow media coverage for both programmes. 
  
FYI - At the Implementation Board yesterday, we confirmed a colleague 
from PHS who is pregnant would volunteer to attend, however, she is 
due very soon and may have given birth by the 12th. 
  
Many Thanks 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government 
  
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2024 9:12 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
[REDACTED] thanks 
  
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot [mailto:[REDACTED]@gov.scot] 
Sent: 24 July 2024 16:58 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Thanks for this and thanks for getting back to me quickly. 
  
@[REDACTED] apologies for not including you in the email chain initially 
but have noted for future and cc’d my colleagues to make them aware 
you are responsible for visits of NHSGGC. 
  
We will provide this information below on clinic options to FM’s office 
and once decisions are made we will confirm what is suitable for First 
Minister. 
  
The current time FM’s office have pencilled in for the visit is 1515-1615 
which will be subject to travel from his previous engagements. 
  
I will hopefully get back to you tomorrow with a finalised choice and we 
can push forward with planning. 
  
Many Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government 
  
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2024 12:35 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
  
Dear [REDACTED] 



  
I hope this finds you well.  We are just in the process of scheduling 
patients for RSV Clinics. 
  
As I mentioned previously there are two options.  The First Minister 
could visit the Older Adults Clinic at Clydebank Hub which runs form 
0845hrs till 1925hrs with patients scheduled throughout the day. 
  
The alternative option is for the First Minister to visit the Maternity 
Outpatients and visit the vaccination delivery at that clinic.  I would 
suggest the Queen Elizabeth University Hospital. 
  
Please let me know what would be preferable and logistically 
manageable. 
  
I look forward to hearing from you. 
  
Best Wishes 
  
[REDACTED]  
  
[REDACTED] 
Public Health Programme Manager - Immunisations 
West House 
Gartnavel Royal Hospital 
1055 Great Western Road 
Glasgow 
G12 0XH 
  
  
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------- 
This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received 
it by mistake, 
please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from 
your system; . 
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------- 
  



 
 
FM Visit to RSV Clinic – Briefing Pack 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: 08 August 2024 09:06 
To: [REDACTED] 
Cc: [REDACTED] 
Subject: Re: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Would you mind sending us the completed copy of the FM briefing if 
possible? We're drafting our own briefing here for PHS colleagues and it 
would be really helpful to have some of the contact details within it. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED]  
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 11:43 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: Re: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Yes Sam, [REDACTED], [REDACTED] and our photographer 
[REDACTED]. 
  



The other attendees I believe will all come under NHS GGC 
([REDACTED], [REDACTED] (comms), Director of Public Health, older 
patient, pregnant patient, midwife. 
  
Hope that helps, 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 11:31 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Thanks [REDACTED], 
  
This looks great. Just to confirm, do those those listed here 
([REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED], [REDACTED]) represent 
the full list of attendees form PHS? 
  
Thanks again, 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 11:29 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Thanks for your patience, will the attached suffice? 
  



Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED]  
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 11:07 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Thanks [REDACTED], 
  
Totally understand, I hope things ease up for you all soon! Let me know 
if there’s anything you need from me. 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 8:27 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
A very busy one as we're a bit thin on the ground at the moment! 
  
Huge apologies, we've had a few more things to sort out regarding who 
will be attending but I'll ensure to get the briefing through to you asap 
this morning. 
  
Thanks, 
  



[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 13:40 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
I hope you’re having a good week! I just wanted to check whether the 
biographies and photos for PHS attendees are now available? 
  
Thanks 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 12:49 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
That's excellent thanks. 
  
[REDACTED]  
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 



 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 12:47 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
The submission deadline to FM’s private office is midday on Thursday 8 
August, so would be great if everything was in place for when I send the 
briefing pack for final clearance (probably around 6 August). 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 4:03 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Hopefully after tomorrow's meeting we'll be able to fill this out more fully. 
  
Can I check if there is a deadline you need it for? 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED]  
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 



 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 13:48 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
  
Hello all, 
  
Following on from our discussions this afternoon, I have attached a short 
summary document which outlines the information required for the FM’s 
briefing pack that will likely require a collaborative approach. 
  
As noted in our discussions, a number of these areas (framing of the 
visit, media involvement etc.) will be progressed through further 
discussions with SG comms and GGC contacts. I’d be grateful if you 
could confirm who will be attending from PHS, as well as providing the 
required photographs/biographies, as soon as is practical. 
  
Hopefully this is helpful, but please get in touch if you have any question 
or comment and I’d be happy to discuss further. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer  | Childhood Immunisations and Inclusion Team | 
Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government | St 
Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
  



**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is 
intended solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, 
disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is 
not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 
email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender 
immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or 
recorded in order to secure the effective operation of the system and for 
other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail 
may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 2:44 PM 
To: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED].@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] [REDACTED]@gov.scot; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Hi both,  
 
With my apologies for the delay, please find attached a copy of the FM’s 
briefing pack for the visit. This pack contains the agenda for the day. 
 
I have not been made aware of any changes to this agenda following 
[Redacted Section 39 (1)], but if I will get in touch if I am notified of any 
changes. 
 
Many thanks again for all your help, I hope you both have a good 
weekend! 
 
Kind regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
 



From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 12:06 PM 
To: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
Apologies for the delay in getting back to you, I’m just awaiting 
confirmation that no changes have been made following [Redacted 
Section 39 (1)] I’ll send across the agenda as soon as I’ve had 
confirmation from the Visits and Events team. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 11:49 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
[REDACTED] just checking if you have a programme for Monday I can 
share with all in NHSGGC thanks [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot [mailto:[REDACTED]@gov.scot]  
Sent: 07 August 2024 14:44 
To: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
I’ll be following up with SG colleagues this afternoon to confirm the 
proposed timings in the draft agenda make sense and fit with the FM’s 
schedule, I’ll make sure to circulate the finalised agenda once fully 
agreed. 
 
Thanks,  
 
[REDACTED] 
 



From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 11:16 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
Will you be putting together final programme so that we all have the 
same details thanks [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot [mailto:[REDACTED]@gov.scot]  
Sent: 07 August 2024 11:06 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
Thanks for this, really appreciate your assistance.  
 
[REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 8:27 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Hi [REDACTED] 
 
The older adult patient’s details is as follows: 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
Thanks 
 
[REDACTED]  
 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot [mailto:[REDACTED]@gov.scot]  
Sent: 06 August 2024 11:06 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 



[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Thanks [REDACTED],  
 
Do we have a name or any information regarding the older adult patient 
that I can list under the attendee details in the FMs briefing pack?  
 
Thanks for also providing confirmation regarding the biographies. 
[REDACTED] - would it be possible for the biographies/photographs of 
key attendees to be sent across today?  
 
Kind regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 2:48 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Hi [REDACTED] 
 
Yes we have an older person who is willing to be filmed and meet the 
FM but not willing to speak on camera.  
 
[REDACTED] has the bio’s of NHS staff who will be attending on the 
day.  
 
Thanks 
 
[REDACTED]  
 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot [mailto:[REDACTED]@gov.scot]  
Sent: 05 August 2024 14:45 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Thanks [REDACTED],  
 
Great to hear that we’ve potentially found someone who is happy to chat 
to FM and the media. Just wanted to note that the FM’s briefing pack 
requires (short) biographies and photographs for key attendees. As such 
it would be very helpful if we had this information to include in the pack 
for the maternal patient and midwife that the FM is expected to meet on 
the day. 
 
I also just wanted to check whether an older person had been identified 
to receive their vaccine at the visit? 
 
Kind regards,  



 
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>  
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 6:59 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Hi Everyone 
 
I have spoken to a woman who will be 34 weeks gestation on the 12th of 
August and she has agreed to the vaccination and to be interviewed etc. 
I am planning to meet with her face to face next week just to go through 
the plan and allow her to ask any questions. Amy is this ladies midwife 
and she has offered to come on the day and administer the vaccine. 
 
I wasn't sure who to send the ladies details to if she needed to be 
contacted before the 12th? 
 
Thanks [REDACTED] 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
[REDACTED] Senior Charge Midwife  
Inverclyde Maternity Unit | Inverclyde Royal Hospital 
Telephone: [REDACTED] 
 
Vale of Leven Maternity Unit | Vale of Leven Hospital 
Telephone: [REDACTED] 
 
 

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: 01 August 2024 10:09 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic  
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
We're having further discussions on this point so will feed back further 
when the plan is agreed. 
 
Hope that helps, 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 



 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 10:04 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic  
  
Thanks [REDACTED], 
  
Just looking at my notes and have one clarification point – are we having 
2 press releases? One from PHS and one from FM’s office on the visit / 
programme + funding? 
  
Thanks,   
  
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 5:39 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 



[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
  
Hi all, 
  
Thanks for coming along to the catch up earlier and also for all your 
input so far to pull the visit together. 
  
Just a quick note of the meeting  for future reference. 
  
Overview: 
  

• Senior Minister and Dr Sam Ghebrehewet attending a vaccination 
clinic at The Hub Community Centre at Clydebank in Glasgow on 
the 12th of August between 15:15 and 16:15 to speak to staff and 
patients, and to highlight the official launch of the RSV vaccination 
programme in Scotland. 

• The visit will highlight the RSV programme overall, with a particular 
focus on the maternal programme. 

• There will be an older patient present who is willing to be 
photographed ([REDACTED]) 

• We still need to source a pregnant person who is happy to be 
recorded and photographed getting their vaccine, and who would 
be willing to chat to media. ([REDACTED] and [REDACTED] 
working on this - PHS also putting call out to internal staff) 

  
Roles and responsibilities: 
  

• PHS to lead on comms with inviting media, coordinating interviews 
(with support from [REDACTED]) and issuing press release  

• SG supporting FM  
• NHS GGC supporting logistics and supporting NHS GGC staff with 

media 
  



Side conversations: 
  

• [REDACTED], [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] to discuss 
[Redacted Section 39 (1)] 

• [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] to discuss media invites 
• [REDACTED] enquiring about midwife who will be able to attend 

and vaccinate 
• [REDACTED] to enquire about SG photographer 
• [REDACTED] to confirm comms plans with [REDACTED] 

[REDACTED], [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] 
  
Hopefully that captures it accurately enough. 
  
Have a good evening, 
  
[REDACTED] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 8:17 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
I’m sure getting a clip from FM and from someone receiving the vaccine 
should be doable. 
 
Thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 2:37 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 



 
Thank you [REDACTED] 
Can I just check the vaccine will save “thousands” of days in hospital for 
babies or is that both and babies and older people? Basically I wondered 
if title should just be New RSV vaccine 
If everyone happy with that though, that’s fine. 
Many thanks 
[REDACTED] 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 2:28 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
 
My apologies, just amending the location in tweet 2 and news release, 
my geography was a little bit out. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 12:31 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
 



Good afternoon. 
 
I would be grateful for views on this suggested social media based on 
the news release please, which social content colleagues may wish to 
repurpose for other channels. 
 
I would suggest a tweet from @Scotgovhealth on the Monday morning, 
retweeted by @Scotgovfm, and a tweet from @Scotgovfm, retweeted by 
@scotgovhealth, following the event at around 5pm and including 
images from the visit. 
 
I don’t know if there would be a couple of minutes to gather a clip from 
the FM, [REDACTED], which we could put out later in the week? And 
forgive me if this is too ambitious but a clip with one of the people 
receiving the vaccine could work well on @Scotgovhealth for later in the 
week also. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
Draft tweet from @ScotGovHealth (AM)  
 
First Minister @JohnSwinney will highlight the importance of a new 
maternal vaccine in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a 
clinic visit later today. @ScotGov invested £4.2 million in supply of the 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus vaccine. 
 
Link to news release 
 
Infographic (attached) 
 
Draft tweet from @ScotGovFM (PM) 
 
First Minister @JohnSwinney visited a vaccination clinic in Clydebank to 
see some of the first pregnant women immunised to protect babies 
against Respiratory Synctial Virus, the leading cause of infant 
hospitalisation during the first weeks and months. 
Link to RSV NHS inform page  
 
Photos from visit 
 



From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 5:02 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
 
HI [REDACTED], 
 
Happy with that.  
 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 4:40 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
 
Thanks [REDACTED].  
 
The PHS quote will probably be from Sam so that should provide 
adequate reference I think? 



 
And thanks also [REDACTED], I recall you made a similar point around 
the focus on the more severe impacts of the virus in relation to a recent 
PHS news release so I have revised as below. 
 
Please let me know whether happy then I can put this to SpAds in the 
morning unless any further concerns. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 3:53 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
 
Would it be sensible/possible to mention Dr Sam Ghebrewehet from 
PHS in this?  This is technically a joint visit and Sam is a clinician so 
worth giving him his place. 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
Currently hybrid working, sometimes at home and sometimes in 
the office. Best to get me on Teams.  If urgent you can get me on: 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED] | Seasonal Vaccination and Strategy Unit Head| Public 
Health Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 2:22 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 



[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
Some thoughts below in yellow. 
 
Thanks,  
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 1:04 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: For review: RSV FM visit - Draft news release 
 
Hi. 
 
Please see for review a draft news release on the FM’s RSV visit on 
August 12. 
 
I know the briefing is still in development but there were a few different 
figures for hospitalisations/days in hospital etc so grateful for clarification 
of the highlighted in the second sentence please. 



 
I have tried to reflect that we are funding the vaccine supply, as opposed 
to administration, below. 
 
It would be helpful to agree this at a policy level by Monday to give 
plenty of time to clear through SpAds and the FM. 
 
[REDACTED] [REDACTED] will keep me right, [REDACTED] and 
[REDACTED], but I think [REDACTED] [REDACTED] would usually 
send up a note to FM on the comms elements separately from your visit 
brief. So I usually suggest writing that comms advice will follow 
separately or something similar in the comms section of the visit briefing. 
 
You mentioned winter flu, [REDACTED], and perhaps clarifying the 
difference for those who may not be aware. I would be cautious about 
writing too much on winter flu here to keep the focus on RSV, but I have 
suggested a passing reference in the background, which you may be 
able to refine. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
Draft news release 
 
Protecting infants from severe lung disease 
First Minister welcomes start of new vaccination programme. 
 
The First Minister will highlight the importance of a new maternal vaccine 
in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a visit to a clinic in 
Clydebank later today. (Monday) 
 
The Scottish Government has invested £4.2 million in the supply of the 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccine and John Swinney will see 
some of the first jabs administered in an immunisation programme which 
will prevent thousands of hospital visits every year. 
 
RSV is the leading cause of emergency respiratory admissions to 
hospital in infants. The common and highly infectious virus affects the 
breathing system, generally causes mild symptoms but can lead to 
severe illness in the more vulnerable. 
 



Scotland is the first of the four nations to administer the vaccines, acting 
on expert scientific advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation (JCVI), to protect infants and those aged 75-80.  
 
The First Minister said: 
 
“I encourage pregnant women to take up their vaccination appointments 
to protect their babies against the leading cause of hospitalisation in 
infants during the first weeks and months of life.  
 
“Ensuring a healthy childhood is every parent’s first priority. It is also 
important that those aged 75-80 take up their offer of this vaccine.  
 
“We have acted quickly with partners to introduce this vaccine in time to 
maximise the benefit to the more vulnerable ahead of winter. This 
programme will prevent thousands of days spent in hospital every year 
and reduce the significant winter pressures on our NHS.” 
 
PHS quote 
 
Background 
 
RSV vaccine during pregnancy | NHS inform 
 
RSV vaccine for adults | NHS inform 
 
Doses are being offered to women from 28 weeks into their pregnancies, 
to protect newborns, as well as those aged 75 and a one-off catch up for 
those aged 75 to 80.  
 
The Scottish Government funded the supply of vaccines, which Public 
Health Scotland and health boards are delivering from within existing 
resources. The RSV programme is in addition to other vaccines that will 
be offered this winter, such as flu, Covid-19 and pneumococcal. 
 
Notes to editor: 
 
The First Minister is visiting a vaccination centre on Monday and media 
will be invited to attend. Please contact Public Health Scotland for further 
details. 
 
[REDACTED]  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For review - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and products 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:09 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 



<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
 
Thanks [REDACTED] I will do that, reminding of course that this is in 
confidence.  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:06 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
[REDACTED] [REDACTED]@nhs.scot – he’s the head of our RSV 
implementation board. I’m happy for you to share with him directly.  
 
Thanks,  
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 9:48 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review - RSV Clinic Visit - Comms handling and 
products  
 
Hi [REDACTED]@gov.scot and [REDACTED]. 
 
PHS have asked can the news release be shared with [REDACTED] 
please? 
 
I don’t know [REDACTED] or have his contact details so perhaps you 
would be best to do so? 
 
The near finalised release is below. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic - 
12 August 2024 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Strategic 
Briefing Unit for Health 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2024 10:28 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
 
Hi [REDACTED] 
 
Responding in [REDACTED] absence.  
 
SBIU doesn’t hold any policy lines relating to GGC however attached is 
the relevant FMQ, which includes lines on their latest issues.  
 
[REDACTED], [REDACTED]  grateful if you could advise whether this is 
the most recent version or whether you’re aware of updates? This is the 
w/c 24 June version which is the latest one I could find. 
 
I’d also suggest checking with HSC Finance colleagues for the latest 
financial position for GGC. 
 
Best wishes  
 
 



[REDACTED]  
Senior Manager, Strategic Briefing and Insights Unit  
Directorate for Health and Social Care Finance and Governance  
 

 
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 5:33 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
I am getting in touch regarding a briefing request for the First Minister’s 
upcoming visit to a vaccination clinic on the launch day of the new RSV 
(respiratory syncytial virus) vaccination programme on 12 August. 
Further details of the visit itself (including a link to the draft briefing pack) 
can be found in the email below.  
 
The visit will take place within the GGC Health Board, most likely at a 
vaccination clinic for older adults held at The Hub Community Centre in 
Clydebank. I therefore believe it would be valuable to include some 
background/lines on any key issues or sensitivities specific to NHS GGC 
which could be raised with the First Minister, whether by staff or 
members of the public.  
 
Given your work on the NHS Overview FMQ, I was wondering whether 
you might be able to provide a steer as to a policy colleague who could 
provide some background briefing around this topic? Unfortunately we’re 
facing a rather tight deadline, so I’d be grateful for any information you 
could provide as soon as is practical.  
 
Please let me know if it would be helpful to discuss further. 
 
Kind regards,  
 



[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer  | Childhood Immunisations and Inclusion Team | 
Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government | St 
Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 5:21 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]ette.Stuart@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] < [REDACTED] 
@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] < [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to RSV 
Clinic - 12 August 2024 
 
Good afternoon,  
 
As you may be aware, the First Minister has agreed to attend a RSV 
vaccination clinic on the afternoon of 12 August to highlight the launch of 
the new programme. I have started work on pulling together a briefing 
pack for the First Minister, more details regarding the event and a link to 
the draft can be found here. I would be grateful if colleagues could 
review for their interests and confirm this has been done via email by 
lunchtime on Thursday 1 August.  
 
I have identified the following topics for which background briefing would 
likely be helpful to the First Minister: 

• RSV Vaccination Programme 

• Maternal Vaccination (Pertussis, FVCV) 

• Declining Vaccination uptake (childhood, teenage, adult) 

• NHS GGC Key Issues and Sensitivities (lines and background will 
be commissioned separately) 

 



If there are other topics which would be beneficial to include in the 
briefing, please do let me know. However, please be mindful that due to 
pressures on First Minister’s diary it is essential that this briefing is as 
short and concise as possible. If I’ve missed anyone off the copy list, 
please forward on as required.  
 
My apologies for the relatively short deadline, this is to ensure that there 
is ample time for clearance ahead of the PO deadline. If this deadline 
presents a challenge for you, or if you have any questions regarding this 
request, please get in touch and I’d be happy to discuss further. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
For Spad Clearance – FM RSV Social Media Content 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 12 August 2024 13:24 
To: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED] 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; Communications Health 
and Social Care; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: For Spad clearance by 3pm: FM's RSV visit social content 
  
Ok thanks 
  
Thanks 
  
[REDACTED]  
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the 
Permanent Secretary to the Scottish Government are 
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. 
See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
  
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 1:21 PM 
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 



[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]>; Social Media 
<socialmedia@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: For Spad clearance by 3pm: FM's RSV visit social content 
  
Spads, 
  
Please see below social media post copy to accompany the FM’s RSV 
visit video. This video is due to go out from core Scottish Government 
channels this evening. 
  
Grateful for Spad clearance by 3pm please. 
  
Please note the social content meets our legal accessibility requirements 
and has been checked by policy. 
 
Thank you, 
[REDACTED]  
  
Social Post Copy 279/280 : 
  
£4.2 million to protect infants from severe lung disease. 
  
First Minister @JohnSwinney visited Clydebank Community Hub where 
the Respiratory Syncytial Virus vaccine programme has begun.  
  
Pregnant women and those aged 75-79 are encouraged to take up their 
offer of this vaccine. 
 
 
 
For Policy Views: RSV Visit social content 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 13:04 AM 



To: Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Social Media <socialmedia@gov.scot> 
Subject: For Policy Views: RSV Visit social content 
 
Thanks [REDACTED], 
 
If there are no further comments, I’ll send up to spads shortly. 
 
Thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 11:51 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health 
and Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Social Media <socialmedia@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Policy Views: RSV Visit social content 
 
Hi, 
 
That looks good to me [REDACTED] 
 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 



Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 11:29 AM 
To: Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Social Media <socialmedia@gov.scot> 
Subject: For Policy Views: RSV Visit social content 
 
Hi Policy Colleagues,  
 
Please see below social media post copy to accompany the FM’s RSV 
visit video. This video is due to go out from core Scottish Government 
channels this evening.  
 
Grateful for factual policy views by 2pm please.  
 
Please note the social content: 
 
• Meets our legal accessibility requirements 
• Follows our branding and tone of voice 
• Adheres to Twitter’s 280 character limit 
 
Thank you, 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
Social Post Copy 279/280 :  
 
£4.2 million to protect infants from severe lung disease. 
 



First Minister @JohnSwinney visited Clydebank Community Hub where 
the Respiratory Syncytial Virus vaccine programme has begun.   
 
Pregnant women and those aged 75-79 are encouraged to take up their 
offer of this vaccine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For FM clearance - RSV Visit - Monday 12 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 11 August 2024 11:03 
To: First Minister 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; Communications Health and Social Care; 
Communications First Minister; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 



[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED] 
Subject:                                                   RE: For FM clearance - RSV 
Visit - Monday 12 Aug 
  
Thanks [REDACTED], we’ll issue this now under embargo for tomorrow. 
  
[REDACTED] | Communications Team Leader 
Social Justice portfolio | Scottish Government 
[REDACTED]| [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
  
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Sunday, August 11, 2024 10:57 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; Communications 
First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For FM clearance - RSV Visit - Monday 12 Aug 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
FM is content 
  



Thanks, 
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED](She/Her) 
Deputy Private Secretary | Office of the First Minister | [REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Sunday, August 11, 2024 10:00 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; Communications 
First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For FM clearance - RSV Visit - Monday 12 Aug 
  
Good morning FMPO 
  
Has the FM had a chance to consider the handling and news release 
below? Ideally we would issue around 11am today but I appreciate that 
may not be possible. 
  
Many thanks 
  
[REDACTED]  
  
[REDACTED] | Communications Team Leader 
Social Justice portfolio | Scottish Government 
[REDACTED] | [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
  



From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 4:23 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; Communications 
First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For FM clearance - RSV Visit - Monday 12 Aug 
  
Copying [REDACTED]. 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 3:18 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
Communications First Minister 



<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For FM clearance - RSV Visit - Monday 12 Aug 
  
FMPO, 
  
I appreciate how stretched FM and FMPO has been this week so 
recirculating to bring this to the top of mailboxes. 
  
Grateful if FM is able to consider the below and clear his quote before 
lunchtime on Sunday at which point the release will issue with a 06:00 
Monday embargo. Duty comms, copied, will action. 
  
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
  

COMMS HANDLING – RSV Vaccine 

WHAT The First Minister will visit Clydebank Community Hub 
where a vaccine clinic has been set up. The first RSV 
vaccines will be delivered to pregnant women and older 
people following £4.2m SG funding. 

WHEN Monday 12 August 

TIME 15:15-16:15 

COMMS 
HANDLING 

• Public Health Scotland is leading on the visit and 
media invite. 

They’re inviting: 
• BBC 
• STV 
• Bauer 
• Global 
• PA (potentially) 

• Health Comms will issue a news release 
announcing SG funding to media on Sunday 11 
August with a 0600 embargo for Monday 12 
August   

• We are liaising with PHS to line up GMS – 
PHS will have a clinical voice available and 
we are working to arrange an SG voice too if 
requested   



• PHS will issue a news release in the afternoon 
following the FM visit announcing vaccine drive 
launch   

• The First Minister will undertake bids at the 
conclusion of the visit 

• FM comms will send running issues ahead of visit 

SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

• Morning before visit: Tweet linking to the news 
release will be issued on @ScotGovHealth and 
retweeted by @ScotGovFM 

• Afternoon after visit: Stills from the visit will be 
shared on @ScotGovFM and retweeted by 
@ScotGovHealth 

• The First Minister will record a piece to camera   

COMMS 
SUPPORT 

[REDACTED], FM Comms 
[REDACTED], FM Comms   

  
Protecting infants from severe lung disease 
First Minister welcomes start of new vaccination programme. 
  
First Minister John Swinney will highlight the importance of a new 
maternal vaccine in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a visit 
to a clinic in Clydebank later today. (Monday) 
 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) is the leading cause of emergency 
respiratory admissions to hospital in infants. The common and highly 
infectious virus affects the breathing system and generally causes mild 
symptoms, but can lead to severe illness in babies and the more 
vulnerable, including older people. 
  
The First Minister will see some of the first jabs administered in an 
immunisation programme to protect infants and those aged 75-79, which 
will prevent hospital admissions every year. 
  
The Scottish Government has invested £4.2 million in the supply of the 
vaccine and Scotland is the first of the four nations to administer the 
vaccines, acting on expert scientific advice from the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). 
  
First Minister John Swinney said: 
  
“I encourage pregnant women to take up their vaccination appointments 
to protect their babies against the leading cause of hospitalisation in 
infants during the first weeks and months of life.  



  
“Ensuring a healthy childhood is every parent’s first priority, however, it 
is equally important that those aged 75-79 take up their offer of this 
vaccine. 
  
“We have acted quickly with partners to introduce this vaccine in time to 
maximise the benefit to the more vulnerable ahead of winter. This 
programme will reduce the numbers seriously ill or hospitalised, 
helping to manage the significant winter pressures on our NHS.” 
  
Head of Immunisation and Vaccination at Public Health Scotland Dr 
Sam Ghebrehewet said: 
  
"Vaccinations have played a major role in protecting the health of people 
across the globe over the last 50 years. Today’s launch of the new RSV 
vaccination programme marks another significant step in protecting the 
population of Scotland against preventable diseases. 
  
“RSV can be very serious for those who are more vulnerable, such as 
newborns, infants and older adults. If you are eligible, getting vaccinated 
is the best and simplest thing you can do to protect yourself or your 
newborn baby from RSV. 
  
“Public Health Scotland continues to work closely with all health boards 
to ensure as many people as possible receive their vaccine and protect 
themselves against the more serious complications of an RSV 
infection.”  
  
Background 
  
RSV vaccine during pregnancy | NHS inform 
  
RSV vaccine for adults | NHS inform 
  
Doses are being offered to women from 28 weeks into their pregnancies, 
to protect newborns, as well as those aged 75 and a one-off catch up for 
those aged 75 to 79. 
  
In 2022-23, more than 500 people aged 75 and over and more than 
1,500 infants under the age of one were hospitalised with RSV, 
according to Public Health Scotland. 
  



The Scottish Government funded the supply of vaccines, which Public 
Health Scotland and health boards are delivering from within existing 
resources. The RSV programme is in addition to other vaccines that will 
be offered this winter, such as flu, Covid-19 and pneumococcal. 
  
Notes to editor: 
  
The First Minister is visiting a vaccination centre on Monday and media 
will be invited to attend. Please contact Public Health Scotland for further 
details. 
  
[REDACTED]  
News | First Minister’s Communications Team Leader 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Mobile: [REDACTED] | Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 [REDACTED] 
www.gov.scot/news 

      
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 10:43 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: For FM clearance - RSV Visit - Monday 12 Aug 
  
First Minister, PO, 
  
Please find below comms handling and comms products for the visit to 
the RSV vaccine clinic on Monday afternoon. Policy, Comms and SpAds 
have agreed the content and approach. 

https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


  
Grateful for clearance of the comms handling and quote highlighted in 
yellow. 
  
Many thanks, 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED]   
News | First Minister Communications 
 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh 
Mobile: [REDACTED] | Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 [REDACTED] 
www.gov.scot/news 

      
  

COMMS HANDLING – RSV Vaccine 

WHAT The First Minister will visit Clydebank Community Hub 
where a vaccine clinic has been set up. The first RSV 
vaccines will be delivered to pregnant women and older 
people following £4.2m SG funding. 

WHEN Monday 12 August 

TIME 15:15-16:15 

COMMS 
HANDLING 

• Public Health Scotland is leading on the visit and 
media invite. 

They’re inviting: 
• BBC 
• STV 
• Bauer 
• Global 
• PA (potentially) 

• Health Comms will issue a news release 
announcing SG funding to media on Sunday 11 
August with a 0600 embargo for Monday 12 
August   

• We are liaising with PHS to line up GMS – 
PHS will have a clinical voice available and 
we are working to arrange an SG voice too if 
requested   

• PHS will issue a news release in the afternoon 
following the FM visit announcing vaccine drive 
launch   

https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


• The First Minister will undertake bids at the 
conclusion of the visit 

• FM comms will send running issues ahead of visit 

SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

• Morning before visit: Tweet linking to the news 
release will be issued on @ScotGovHealth and 
retweeted by @ScotGovFM 

• Afternoon after visit: Stills from the visit will be 
shared on @ScotGovFM and retweeted by 
@ScotGovHealth 

• The First Minister will record a piece to camera   

COMMS 
SUPPORT 

[REDACTED], FM Comms 
[REDACTED], FM Comms   

  
News release: 
  
Protecting infants from severe lung disease 
First Minister welcomes start of new vaccination programme. 
  
First Minister John Swinney will highlight the importance of a new 
maternal vaccine in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a visit 
to a clinic in Clydebank later today. (Monday) 
 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) is the leading cause of emergency 
respiratory admissions to hospital in infants. The common and highly 
infectious virus affects the breathing system and generally causes mild 
symptoms, but can lead to severe illness in babies and the more 
vulnerable, including older people. 
  
The First Minister will see some of the first jabs administered in an 
immunisation programme to protect infants and those aged 75-79, which 
will prevent hospital admissions every year. 
  
The Scottish Government has invested £4.2 million in the supply of the 
vaccine and Scotland is the first of the four nations to administer the 
vaccines, acting on expert scientific advice from the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI). 
  
First Minister John Swinney said: 
  
“I encourage pregnant women to take up their vaccination appointments 
to protect their babies against the leading cause of hospitalisation in 
infants during the first weeks and months of life.  



  
“Ensuring a healthy childhood is every parent’s first priority, however, it 
is equally important that those aged 75-79 take up their offer of this 
vaccine. 
  
“We have acted quickly with partners to introduce this vaccine in time to 
maximise the benefit to the more vulnerable ahead of winter. This 
programme will reduce the numbers seriously ill or hospitalised, 
helping to manage the significant winter pressures on our NHS.” 
  
Dr Sam Ghebrehewet, Head of Immunisation and Vaccination at Public 
Health Scotland, said: 
  
"Vaccinations have played a major role in protecting the health of people 
across the globe over the last 50 years. Today’s launch of the new RSV 
vaccination programme marks another significant step in protecting the 
population of Scotland against preventable diseases. 
  
“RSV can be very serious for those who are more vulnerable, such as 
newborns, infants and older adults. If you are eligible, getting vaccinated 
is the best and simplest thing you can do to protect yourself or your 
newborn baby from RSV. 
  
“Public Health Scotland continues to work closely with all health boards 
to ensure as many people as possible receive their vaccine and protect 
themselves against the more serious complications of an RSV 
infection.”  
  
Background 
  
RSV vaccine during pregnancy | NHS inform 
  
RSV vaccine for adults | NHS inform 
  
Doses are being offered to women from 28 weeks into their pregnancies, 
to protect newborns, as well as those aged 75 and a one-off catch up for 
those aged 75 to 79. 
  
In 2022-23, more than 500 people aged 75 and over and more than 
1,500 infants under the age of one were hospitalised with RSV, 
according to Public Health Scotland. 
  



The Scottish Government funded the supply of vaccines, which Public 
Health Scotland and health boards are delivering from within existing 
resources. The RSV programme is in addition to other vaccines that will 
be offered this winter, such as flu, Covid-19 and pneumococcal. 
  
Notes to editor: 
  
The First Minister is visiting a vaccination centre on Monday and media 
will be invited to attend. Please contact Public Health Scotland for further 
details. 
  
** 
  
Tweet from @ScotGovHealth (AM): 
  
First Minister @JohnSwinney will highlight the importance of a new 
maternal vaccine in protecting infants from serious lung disease at a 
clinic visit later today. 
  
@ScotGov invested £4.2 million in supply of the Respiratory Syncytial 
Virus vaccine. 
  

 
  
Link to news release 
** 
  
Tweet from @ScotGovFM (PM, after visit): 
  
First Minister @JohnSwinney visited a Clydebank vaccination clinic to 
see some of the first pregnant women immunised to protect babies 
against Respiratory Synctial Virus, the leading cause of infant 
hospitalisation during the first weeks and months of life. 
  
Pics from visit 



  
https://bit.ly/RSVpregnant 
** 
 
Visit to RSV Clinic - Agenda 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 09 August 2024 12:28 
To: Visits and Events 
Subject: FM Visit to RSV Clinic on 12 August 
   
Good afternoon, 
  
I just wanted to double check whether there was any required 
amendment to the agenda for the visit following [Redacted Section 39 
(1)] Health Board colleagues are seeking sight of the agenda today 
ahead of the visit on Monday, as such I’d be grateful for confirmation on 
this as soon as is practical. 
  
Agenda currently as follows: 
  
15:15 First Minister arrives 
15:15 – 
15:20 

Introductions (First Minister to be greeted by 
[REDACTED]) 

15:20 – 
15:40 

FM views vaccination clinic and speaks to those receiving 
vaccination and staff 

15:40 – 
16:10 

Media activity 

16:15 First Minister departs 
  
Kind regards, 
  
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
  



 
 
For Clearance - Vaccines Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit to RSV 
Clinic - 12 August 2024 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 08 August 2024 13:08 
To: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Vaccines Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit 
to RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
   
Hi Simon, 
  
Thanks so much for all your assistance with this. I’ll get this sent up as 
soon as I’ve tidied it up. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
From: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 1:02 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Vaccines Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit 
to RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Thanks, [REDACTED]. I’ve made two minor tweaks – one to remove a 
duplicate word, one to add someone’s job title. 
  
Once you’re happy with it, accept the changes, delete the comments 
and send it on its way.  Good work on this – it’s always extra pressure 
getting things done for the FM. 
  
Cheers, 
  



Simon 
  
Dr Simon Cuthbert-Kerr | Deputy Director for Public Health Capabilities | 
Directorate for Population Health | Scottish Government | St Andrew’s 
House | Edinburgh EH1 3DG | Mobile: [REDACTED] 
I am currently hybrid working – please contact me via Teams for 
anything immediate. 
Unless I have stated otherwise, I do not require an immediate response 
to this email. 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 12:21 PM 
To: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Vaccines Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit 
to RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Thanks Simon, 
  
Changes have now been actioned, once more here’s a link to the pack. 
Happy to get this to FM’s office once you’re content. 
  
Also, despite the email you may have seen earlier from FM’s office, I can 
confirm that the visit is still due to take place at the originally agreed time 
(15:15-16:15). As always, get in touch if you have any questions or if a 
chat would be helpful. 
  
Kind regards 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
From: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 10:03 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 



[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Vaccines Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit 
to RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Hi [REDACTED] 
  
Thanks for this – really good work (and thanks to everyone who has 
contributed). 
  
I’ve made a handful of further tweaks, although nothing particularly 
significant. Once you’ve finalised the briefing (noting that you’re awaiting 
the most up-to-date data), let me see it again for a final read-through, 
please. 
  
Cheers, 
  
Simon 
  
Dr Simon Cuthbert-Kerr | Deputy Director for Public Health Capabilities | 
Directorate for Population Health | Scottish Government | St Andrew’s 
House | Edinburgh EH1 3DG | Mobile: [REDACTED] 
I am currently hybrid working – please contact me via Teams for 
anything immediate. 
Unless I have stated otherwise, I do not require an immediate response 
to this email. 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 6:20 PM 
To: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Vaccines Briefing Pack - First Minister 
Visit to RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
 
Good evening Simon,  
 



With apologies for the delay in getting this back to you, please find 
enclosed a link to the amended briefing pack. Grateful for any final 
comments ahead of the submission deadline of 12:00 on Thursday 8 
August (tomorrow).  
 
If it would be helpful to have a chat, please let me know.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 11:19 AM 
To: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Vaccines Briefing Pack - First Minister 
Visit to RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
 
Hi Simon,  
 
Thanks very much for taking the time to look this over. I’ll have a look at 
reworking based on your feedback and get it back to you for review 
ASAP this afternoon. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
 
From: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 10:56 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 



Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For Clearance - Vaccines Briefing Pack - First Minister 
Visit to RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
 
Hi [REDACTED] 
 
Thanks for this. It’s pretty solid, but I have made quite a lot of comments 
designed to bring out some more detail that I think will be particularly 
useful for the FM. 
 
In general, I think some of the lines to take are too focussed on the 
details of RSV. It’s a fine balance to strike, I realise that, but try to think 
about the kind of thing you would want the FM to say – this visit is about 
promoting the importance of RSV and vaccination in general, so we 
probably need a few more lines that allow the FM to encourage people 
to come forward for vaccination. 
 
I’ve suggested some additional information, particularly around how 
GGC is performing on vaccination. I think that will be useful context for 
the FM, and hopefully it won’t add too much additional length to the 
briefing, because we should try to keep it as concise as possible. 
 
Hopefully that makes sense, but let me know if you have any questions. 
I’ll take another look when you’ve updated it. 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Simon 
 
Dr Simon Cuthbert-Kerr | Deputy Director for Public Health Capabilities | 
Directorate for Population Health | Scottish Government | St Andrew’s 
House | Edinburgh EH1 3DG | Mobile: [REDACTED] 
I am currently hybrid working – please contact me via Teams for 
anything immediate. 
Unless I have stated otherwise, I do not require an immediate response 
to this email. 
 



From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 5:45 PM 
To: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: For Clearance - Vaccines Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
 
Good evening Simon,  
 
Please find enclosed a link to the draft briefing pack for the First 
Minister’s upcoming visit to an RSV Vaccination Clinic in Clydebank on 
Monday 12 August for your clearance. Deadline for submission to FM’s 
PO is midday on Thursday 8 August.  
 
FM’s office and ourselves are continuing to chase both PHS and NHS 
GG&C for the few outstanding pieces of information, particularly around 
the list of attendees and biographies. Disease surveillance figures for 
pertussis and measles will be inserted on Thursday morning when they 
are published.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
 
 
FM Briefing Pack – Information Required 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 26 July 2024 11:24 
To: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: FM Briefing Pack - Information Required 
Attachments: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Information Required for Briefing 
Pack.docx 



   
Hi all, 
  
As discussed, I’ve pulled together a quick bulleted list of the outstanding 
information we may need from others for the briefing pack/visit 
arrangements. Ahead of the meeting with PHS, I’ve marked in 
comments where I would think PHS are likely to feed in. 
  
Hopefully this will prove helpful in today’s discussions, but if I’ve missed 
anything noteworthy (mindful that I may not have thought of everything) 
or if anything here is unclear please let me know. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer  | Childhood Immunisations and Inclusion Team | 
Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government | St 
Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
 
 
RSV Visit Submission – PHS/SG Catch up 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 25 July 2024 14:58 
To: PHS Vaccination; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: PHS/SG RSV Catch-up 
Attachments: First Minister Submission - RSV day one visit 12 August 
2024.docx 
   
Hi all, 
 
Please find attached the FM submission for the visit on 12 August. 
 
Thanks 
[REDACTED] 



  
[REDACTED]- Policy Support Officer 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government 
  
-----Original Appointment----- 
From: PHS Vaccination <phs.vaccination@phs.scot> 
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2024 11:26 AM 
To: PHS Vaccination; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: PHS/SG RSV Catch-up 
When: 22 July 2024 15:30-16:00 (UTC+00:00) Dublin, Edinburgh, 
Lisbon, London. 
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting 
  
Dear all, 
  
Please accept this meeting series in your calendar to have an PHS/SG 
RSV catch-up from 15:30 -16:00 on a Monday. 
  
Thank you 
PHS Vaccination Mailbox. 
 
 
RSV Clinic Visit Submission 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 12 July 2024 10:28 
To: [REDACTED] 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: FOR ACTION - First Minister potential visit - RSV 
programme Launch 
   
Hi, 
  
Ok, but this sub is an old template as has BHA implications section. The 
new one has contribution to the government’s four priorities so that 
needs to be picked up. 
  
[REDACTED] 
 



  
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2024 12:45 PM 
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]>; 
[REDACTED]< [REDACTED]>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]> 
Subject: FOR ACTION - First Minister potential visit - RSV programme 
Launch 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
We have prepared a submission to seek agreement of a potential visit 
for First Minister to a vaccination clinic on the first day of the new 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccine programme in Scotland. 
  
The launch date is August 12th 2024. Ideally we would get this to FM’s 
office as soon as possible for consideration, noting he is on leave until 
22 July. 
  
Attached is our submission proposal and would be grateful for your 
input, as Special Advisor for Health and Social Care portfolio, before 
submitting to FM’s office. 
  
Many Thanks 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government 
  
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
  
 
 
 
RSV – Day One Visit Submission 
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: 25 July 2024 12:02 



To:  [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; PHS HealthProtectionComms 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: RSV - Day one visit submission 
  
Hello [REDACTED] 
  
Thank you for this helpful update. I finish for leave today until 6 July but 
[REDACTED] and [REDACTED] would welcome a meeting tomorrow. 
12-1or 3-4 would be preferable. 
  
Thanks again, 
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, July 25, 2024 9:46 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; PHS HealthProtectionComms 
<phs.HealthProtectionComms@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV - Day one visit submission 
  
Morning [REDACTED], 
 
Yes that is right. However based on FM’s diary we are looking at GGC 
as the location between 15:15-16:15 on 12 August. 
 
We thought it would be helpful to try put 30 mins in for a meeting to 
discuss in more detail. Would you have time in diary tomorrow between 
10-11, 12-1 or 3-4?     
 
Thanks again 
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED]- Policy Support Officer 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government 
  



From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2024 10:38 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; PHS HealthProtectionComms 
<phs.HealthProtectionComms@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV - Day one visit submission 
  
Hello [REDACTED] 
  
I understand that First Minister is available to join Dr Sam Ghebrehewet 
for a visit to a vaccination clinic on the first day (12 August) of the new 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccine programme in Scotland. Are 
you able to confirm that this is the case? If so, would NHS Tayside be a 
suitable location for FM? 
  
Many thanks and best wishes, 
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] | Stakeholder and Media Relations Manager 
Public Health Scotland 

Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Mobile: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram 
  
  
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]1@phs.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 4:02 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; PHS 
HealthProtectionComms <phs.HealthProtectionComms@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV - Day one visit submission 
  
Thanks [REDACTED], cc’ing in [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] in 
Comms for their awareness as well. 
  
Best wishes 
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 

Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Mobile: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | X | Instagram | Facebook  
  
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:59 PM 
To: PHS HealthProtectionComms 
<phs.HealthProtectionComms@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RSV - Day one visit submission 
  
Good afternoon, 
 
Just to update you that the RSV team have sent a submission to First 
Minister to request a potential visit for FM to a vaccination clinic on the 
first day (12 August) of the new Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) 
vaccine programme in Scotland.   
 
FM is expected to return from leave next week and we will keep you 
updated as soon as we hear back. 
 
Thanks 
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED]- Policy Support Officer 



Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government 
  
  
**********************************************************************  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is 
intended solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, 
disclosure, storage, copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is 
not permitted. If you are not the intended recipient please destroy the 
email, remove any copies from your system and inform the sender 
immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or 
recorded in order to secure the effective operation of the system and for 
other lawful purposes. The views or opinions contained within this e-mail 
may not necessarily reflect those of the Scottish Government. 
********************************************************************** 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR APPROVAL - Draft Submission - Potential First Minister visit 
to the first RSV vaccination clinic August 2024 
 
From:  [REDACTED] 
Sent: 18 July 2024 15:28 
To:  [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Cc:  [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL - Draft Submission - Potential First 
Minister visit to the first RSV vaccination clinic August 2024 
  
Good if [REDACTED] or [REDACTED] can give PHS comms colleagues 
a heads up once it’s gone – just for their awareness we’re still pursuing 
this and to keep them fully in the loop? 
  
Currently hybrid working, sometimes at home and sometimes in 
the office. Best to get me on Teams.  If urgent you can get me 
on: [REDACTED] 
  



[REDACTED]| Seasonal Vaccination and Strategy Unit Head| Public 
Health Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate 
  
  
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]> 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:26 PM 
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]> 
Cc: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]> 
Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL - Draft Submission - Potential First 
Minister visit to the first RSV vaccination clinic August 2024 
  
#ddgoals 
  
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:25 PM 
To: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED] [REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL - Draft Submission - Potential First 
Minister visit to the first RSV vaccination clinic August 2024 
  
Nope – he said he’s content for it just to be sent up once his points have 
been responded to [REDACTED] 
  
Currently hybrid working, sometimes at home and sometimes in 
the office. Best to get me on Teams.  If urgent you can get me 
on: [REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED]| Seasonal Vaccination and Strategy Unit Head| Public 
Health Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate 
  
  
From:  [REDACTED] < [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:24 PM 
To:  [REDACTED] < [REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  [REDACTED] < 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc:  [REDACTED] < [REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  [REDACTED] < 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL - Draft Submission - Potential First 
Minister visit to the first RSV vaccination clinic August 2024 
  



Thanks [REDACTED] – couple more revisions to get done – which I’ll 
pick up today – would you like to be sent to Simon again before 
submitting? 
  
From:  [REDACTED] < [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:22 PM 
To:  [REDACTED] < [REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  [REDACTED] < 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc:  [REDACTED] < [REDACTED]@gov.scot>;  [REDACTED] < 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL - Draft Submission - Potential First 
Minister visit to the first RSV vaccination clinic August 2024 
  
Thanks all – can we get this up today do you think? I see FM office 
chasing (which is a good sign!) 
  
Currently hybrid working, sometimes at home and sometimes in 
the office. Best to get me on Teams.  If urgent you can get me 
on: [REDACTED] 
  
 [REDACTED] | Seasonal Vaccination and Strategy Unit Head| Public 
Health Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate 
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:14 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL - Draft Submission - Potential First 
Minister visit to the first RSV vaccination clinic August 2024 
 
Hi [REDACTED]@gov.scot, 
 
A few revisions from me on track changes.  
 
Thanks,  
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 



e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 4:54 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR APPROVAL - Draft Submission - Potential First 
Minister visit to the first RSV vaccination clinic August 2024 
 
Thanks [REDACTED]@gov.scot, I think this reads well.  As usual, I’ve 
made some suggestions, but nothing major.  In particular, since this is 
likely the first time that the FM will have seen anything on RSV, I’ve 
suggested expanding a couple of points in anticipation of questions he 
might have – typically, if a submission is silent on something, a Minister 
is likely to ask a question, so it’s always good to head that off by briefly 
including some info that might answer the question before it’s asked. 
 
I’ve suggested cutting down the options, since they are basically 
variations on a theme – keep it simple. 
 
Hopefully that all makes sense, but let me know if you have any 
questions. I’m happy for this to issue once you’ve picked up the points 
without me seeing it again. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Simon 
 
Dr Simon Cuthbert-Kerr | Deputy Director for Public Health Capabilities | 
Directorate for Population Health | Scottish Government | St Andrew’s 
House | Edinburgh EH1 3DG | Mobile: [REDACTED] 
I am currently hybrid working – please contact me via Teams for 
anything immediate. 
Unless I have stated otherwise, I do not require an immediate response 
to this email. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 2:47 PM 
To: Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOR APPROVAL - Draft Submission - Potential First Minister 
visit to the first RSV vaccination clinic August 2024 
 
Dear Simon,  
 
Please see attached prepared submission to seek agreement of a 
potential visit for First Minister to a vaccination clinic on the first day of 
the new Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccine programme in 
Scotland. Grateful for your comments and review. 
 
As you know, the launch date is August 12th 2024. Ideally we would get 
this to FM’s office as soon as possible for consideration, noting he is on 
leave until 22 July. This has been cleared by [REDACTED]@gov.scot, 
as Special Advisor for Health and Social Care portfolio. 
 
Many Thanks  
 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot  
[REDACTED]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
 
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 



Minister 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 10:15 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's 
Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Spads Admin 
<Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-
Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic - 12 
August 2024 
 
Much appreciated [REDACTED] - I’ll confirm to [REDACTED] now and 
see you this afternoon. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED](she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[REDACTED] 
 



The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 9:39 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's 
Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Spads Admin 
<Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-
Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic - 12 
August 2024 
 
Morning [REDACTED],  



 
The team will contact the group and let them know.  
 
Re: Official support – I’ll now be attending in [REDACTED]@gov.scot’s 
place. My contact details are already on the briefing pack. 
 
Thanks,  
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 9:24 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Visits and Events <VisitsandEvents@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for 
Health & Social Care 2024 <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Minister for Public 
Health and Women's Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Spads 
Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-
Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic - 12 



August 2024 
Importance: High 
 
[REDACTED]/[REDACTED] 
 
Marie McNair MSP has been in touch with the FM to join this visit today 
– grateful if you could please let the clinic know she will also join? 
Grateful if you could confirm no issues / she’s on the attendee list and I’ll 
confirm with her directly. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED](she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[REDACTED] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or 
comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be 
filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official 
records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms of the 
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for information. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 1:47 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's 
Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Spads Admin 
<Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First 



Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic - 12 August 
2024 
 
PS First Minister,  
 
Please find attached the briefing pack for the First Minister’s visit to the 
RSV Vaccination Clinic in Clydebank on Monday 12 August. 
[REDACTED] will provide official support.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, or if I can be of any further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BBC - RSV press release 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 9:59 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: BBC - RSV press release 
 
Copying FM comms – [REDACTED] is someone from your team ok to 
go back to them? Let us know if any issues  
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 9:56 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: BBC - RSV press release 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 
BBC are looking for some heads-up re the RSV vaccination programme 
story. [REDACTED] said they were already in touch with PHS who 
directed them to a case study, that they have already interview, he as 
also been told that we are issuing a NR under embargo over the 
weekend, as asked if she could see it today if possible… 
 



Please see his query below, could you please take this forward, thanks 
Paula.  
 
[REDACTED] (She /Her) - why I share my pronouns 
News | Media Manager 
Communications Health and Social Care 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [REDACTED] | Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9021 
 
abcd 
 
www.gov.scot/news 
 

     
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@bbc.co.uk>  
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 9:47 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: News Aberdeen <news.aberdeen@bbc.co.uk> 
Subject: BBC - RSV press release 
 
Hi Paula, 
 
Thanks for your time on the phone – would it be possible to see the draft 
press release of the RSV vaccination programme story?  
 
I’m starting the online piece and would appreciate seeing what it going to 
be included. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] 
Senior Journalist Reporter 
BBC Scotland News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional MSP guest for visit this afternoon 
 
 
From: [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 10:00 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 



[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Additional MSP guest for visit this afternoon 
 
[REDACTED] no issues from NHSGGC thanks [REDACTED] 
 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot [mailto:[REDACTED]@gov.scot]  
Sent: 12 August 2024 09:42 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Additional MSP guest for visit this afternoon 
 
Morning all, 
 
Just a quick note to say that Marie McNair MSP (Clydebank and 
Milgavnie) has asked to join the visit today. Can you let me know if there 
are any issues, otherwise she will attend at 1515. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Seasonal Vaccines (Flu, COVID-19, RSV) Policy Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccination & Strategy Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government 
e: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
t: [REDACTED] 
 
Urgent Request - Possible Change of Timings 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 11:16 AM 



To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Urgent Request - Possible Change of Timings 
Importance: High 
 
Hi all,  
 
We’ve had a request from FM’s office as to whether we’re able to 
facilitate a timing change for this visit. FM’s office are now requesting a 
11:30/12:00 start.  
 
With apologies, we are seeking views as to whether GG&C and PHS are 
able to facilitate this change? If possible, [Redacted Section 39 (1)]. If it’s 
easier to facilitate these discussions through a quick teams call, please 
let me know and I can set one up.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 2:47 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 



[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Hi all,  
 
For the First Minister’s briefing pack, we have been asked to include an 
agenda for the day. The current placeholder/draft agenda I have is as 
follows: 
 
15:15 First Minister arrives 
15:15 – 
15:20 

Introductions (First Minister to be greeted by ____) 

15:20 – 
15:40 

FM views vaccination clinic and speaks to those receiving 
vaccination and staff, including a midwife 

15:40 – 
16:10 

Media activity 

16:15 First Minister departs 
 
 
I’m mindful that agenda and timings may yet be subject to change, 
particularly following the [Redacted Section 39 (1)], but I’d be grateful for 
any feedback on this as it stands to ensure as accurate an agenda as 
possible can be included in the briefing pack. Also grateful if anyone 
could confirm who will be meeting the FM upon arrival at the venue? 
 
Kind regards,  
 
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 5:39 PM 



To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
 
Hi all, 
 
Thanks for coming along to the catch up earlier and also for all your 
input so far to pull the visit together. 
 
Just a quick note of the meeting  for future reference. 
 
Overview: 
 

• Senior Minister and Dr Sam Ghebrehewet attending a vaccination 
clinic at The Hub Community Centre at Clydebank in Glasgow on 
the 12th of August between 15:15 and 16:15 to speak to staff and 
patients, and to highlight the official launch of the RSV vaccination 
programme in Scotland. 

• The visit will highlight the RSV programme overall, with a particular 
focus on the maternal programme. 

• There will be an older patient present who is willing to be 
photographed ([REDACTED]) 

• We still need to source a pregnant person who is happy to be 
recorded and photographed getting their vaccine, and who would 
be willing to chat to media. ([REDACTED] and [REDACTED] 
working on this - PHS also putting call out to internal staff) 

 
Roles and responsibilities: 
 

• PHS to lead on comms with inviting media, coordinating interviews 
(with support from [REDACTED]) and issuing press release  

• SG supporting FM  



• NHS GGC supporting logistics and supporting NHS GGC staff with 
media 

 
Side conversations: 
 

• [REDACTED], [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] to discuss 
[Redacted Section 39 (1)] 

• [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] to discuss media invites 
• [REDACTED] enquiring about midwife who will be able to attend 

and vaccinate 
• [REDACTED] to enquire about SG photographer 
• [REDACTED] to confirm comms plans with [REDACTED] 

[REDACTED], [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] 
 
Hopefully that captures it accurately enough. 
 
Have a good evening, 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
Ms Minto Meeting with SVIP Representatives – Readout 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent:  06 August 2024 08:01 
To:  [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: Ms Minto meeting with SVIP Representatives/PHS - 
Readout 
   
Copying in [REDACTED] who attended (I was very late!). 
  
Thanks 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit|Public Health Capabilities 
Division|Population Health Directorate 
Email:  [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
Mobile: [REDACTED] 
I work part time (24 hrs/pw; Thursday is my non-working day) 
Scottish Vaccination and Immunisation Programme: world 
class|public health-led|person-centred 
  



From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 6:32 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Ms Minto meeting with SVIP Representatives/PHS - Readout 
  
Hi both, 
  
I’m just doing further work on the FM’s briefing pack for the visit to the 
RSV clinic. Laura has noted that it may be helpful to review/include any 
key points from Ms Minto’s recent visit at the Gyle, do either of you 
happen to have any readout/key points that were raised here? 
  
Kind regards, 
  
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer | Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish 
Government | St Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
 
Briefing Request – First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 06 August 2024 15:40 
To: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Cc: [REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Excellent advice, will do! Thanks again all, 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 1:46 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Hi [REDACTED]: you would be best to ask each PO if there have been 
any meetings with the Board. 
  
We don’t know what meetings may have taken place but PO will be able 
to advise. 
  
Kind regards 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 1:35 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Thanks so much [REDACTED], really appreciate the work of you and 
the team to help me out! 
  
One quick follow-up question I have: are you aware of any recent 
meetings between NHS GGC representatives and either Ms Minto, Mr 
Grey, or Mr Swinney? 
  
Kind regards, 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 6, 2024 12:47 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 



Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
As requested, please find attached the latest NHS Greater Glasgow and 
Clyde FMQ. 
  
Thanks, 
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Briefing Support Officer | Health Sponsorship | Directorate for Chief 
Operating Officer | Health Sponsorship Internal Website | Health 
Sponsorship External Website 
  

 
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 4:08 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
No problem, 
  
[REDACTED], grateful if you would send the NHSGGC FMQ note to 
[REDACTED] once the stats are updated on Tuesday 6 August? 
  
Many thanks. 
  
[REDACTED] | Health Sponsorship: Ministerial Support |Directorate for 
Chief Operating Officer, NHS Scotland 
Please note my normal working pattern is Tuesday – Friday. 
  
  



  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 3:57 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Thanks [REDACTED], 
  
The pack must be with PO by midday on Thursday 8 August, as such it 
would be great if you could share your FMQ once it has been updated 
on the morning of Tuesday 6 August? This would allow me to include it 
as an annexe when sending for clearance from our DD. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 3:32 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
This is an out of date FMQ. We update our FMQs every Tuesday 
morning, when is your deadline and we can make sure you get the most 
up to date version? 
  
Many thanks. 
  



[REDACTED] | Health Sponsorship: Ministerial Support |Directorate for 
Chief Operating Officer, NHS Scotland 
Please note my normal working pattern is Tuesday – Friday. 
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 3:26 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; Bea Duraj 
<Bea.Duraj@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Hi Katie, 
  
Thanks for this, this is very helpful. I’d propose including this FMQ as an 
annexe in the FM’s briefing pack for the visit. 
  
[REDACTED]/Charlotte - can you confirm whether this FMQ is up to 
date? 
  
Kind regards, 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Strategic 
Briefing Unit for Health 
Sent: Monday, July 29, 2024 10:28 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Hi [REDACTED] 
  
Responding in [REDACTED] absence. 



  
SBIU doesn’t hold any policy lines relating to GGC however attached is 
the relevant FMQ, which includes lines on their latest issues. 
  
[REDACTED], [REDACTED] grateful if you could advise whether this is 
the most recent version or whether you’re aware of updates? This is the 
w/c 24 June version which is the latest one I could find. 
  
I’d also suggest checking with HSC Finance colleagues for the latest 
financial position for GGC. 
  
Best wishes 
  
  
[REDACTED] 
Senior Manager, Strategic Briefing and Insights Unit 
Directorate for Health and Social Care Finance and Governance 
  

 
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 5:33 PM 
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Strategic Briefing Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to 
RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
I am getting in touch regarding a briefing request for the First Minister’s 
upcoming visit to a vaccination clinic on the launch day of the new RSV 
(respiratory syncytial virus) vaccination programme on 12 August. 
Further details of the visit itself (including a link to the draft briefing pack) 
can be found in the email below. 
  
The visit will take place within the GGC Health Board, most likely at a 
vaccination clinic for older adults held at The Hub Community Centre in 
Clydebank. I therefore believe it would be valuable to include some 



background/lines on any key issues or sensitivities specific to NHS GGC 
which could be raised with the First Minister, whether by staff or 
members of the public. 
  
Given your work on the NHS Overview FMQ, I was wondering whether 
you might be able to provide a steer as to a policy colleague who could 
provide some background briefing around this topic? Unfortunately we’re 
facing a rather tight deadline, so I’d be grateful for any information you 
could provide as soon as is practical. 
  
Please let me know if it would be helpful to discuss further. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer  | Childhood Immunisations and Inclusion Team | 
Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government | St 
Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 5:21 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Jonathan Brannan <Jonathan.Brannan@gov.scot>; Louise Watson 
<Louise.Watson@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Claire McGow <Claire.McGow@gov.scot>; Annette Stuart 
<Annette.Stuart@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Lynsey McGilvary <Lynsey.McGilvary@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOR REVIEW - Briefing Request - First Minister Visit to RSV 
Clinic - 12 August 2024 
  
Good afternoon, 
  
As you may be aware, the First Minister has agreed to attend a RSV 
vaccination clinic on the afternoon of 12 August to highlight the launch of 
the new programme. I have started work on pulling together a briefing 



pack for the First Minister, more details regarding the event and a link to 
the draft can be found here. I would be grateful if colleagues could 
review for their interests and confirm this has been done via email 
by lunchtime on Thursday 1 August. 
  
I have identified the following topics for which background briefing would 
likely be helpful to the First Minister: 

• RSV Vaccination Programme 
• Maternal Vaccination (Pertussis, FVCV) 
• Declining Vaccination uptake (childhood, teenage, adult) 
• NHS GGC Key Issues and Sensitivities (lines and background will 

be commissioned separately) 
  
If there are other topics which would be beneficial to include in the 
briefing, please do let me know. However, please be mindful that due to 
pressures on First Minister’s diary it is essential that this briefing is as 
short and concise as possible. If I’ve missed anyone off the copy list, 
please forward on as required. 
  
My apologies for the relatively short deadline, this is to ensure that there 
is ample time for clearance ahead of the PO deadline. If this deadline 
presents a challenge for you, or if you have any questions regarding this 
request, please get in touch and I’d be happy to discuss further. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
[REDACTED] 
Policy Officer  | Childhood Immunisations and Inclusion Team | 
Childhood and Adult Vaccination Unit | Public Health Capabilities 
Division | Population Health Directorate | Scottish Government | St 
Andrew’s House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG 
Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot 

  
 
 
 
RSV vaccine launch comms 
 
 



From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2024 12:43 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: RSV vaccine launch comms 
 
Forwarded on to me - FYI 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2024 5:05 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV vaccine launch comms 
 
Thanks [REDACTED], 
 
PHS are leading on the communications/marketing approach for the 
upcoming RSV programme, but we would be incredibly keen for an FM 
visit to be tied in with programme start. The first vaccines are due to be 
delivered from 12 August, with an offer to older adults (aged 74-79) and 
pregnant women. Please see attached the most recent submission sent 
to Ms Minto earlier today which provides further detail.  
 
I’m actually moving on to a new role from Monday to work in Global 
Health/International Development – so [REDACTED] will be the lead for 
this. I have copied in the rest of the RSV team to arrange a call to 
discuss further. 
 
Best, 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED] (he/him) | Team Leader 
Seasonal Vaccines & Strategy | Population Health Directorate | DG 
Health and Social Care | 
Mobile: +44 7824 478441 | Email: [REDACTED]@gov.scot  
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, June 19, 2024 10:44 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RSV vaccine launch comms 
 



Good morning. 
 
I see the RSV vaccine launch, with £4.2m SG funding for the first year 
and scheduled for the start of August, is down as a potential FM visit in a 
planner I was looking at. Is that still the case? 
 
Would it be possible to have a chat about this please and potential 
comms handling? 
 
Is there anything which you can send me to read about it in the 
meantime please? 
 
If it is for the FM then it will probably go to FM comms but it would be 
good to be aware. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
[REDACTED]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSV Comms 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2024 11:25 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: RSV Comms 
 
 
 
Currently hybrid working, sometimes at home and sometimes in 
the office. Best to get me on Teams.  If urgent you can get me on: 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED] | Seasonal Vaccination and Strategy Unit Head| Public 
Health Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, July 1, 2024 2:42 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV Comms 
 
Thanks all – if the general consensus is that this cohort is unlikely to 
hear about the programme before letters drop it would seem sensible to 
do what we can to improve that.  There wasn’t any pick up of the original 
press release that I saw so more promotion might be helpful. 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
Currently hybrid working, sometimes at home and sometimes in 
the office. Best to get me on Teams.  If urgent you can get me on: 
[REDACTED] 
 
[REDACTED] | Seasonal Vaccination and Strategy Unit Head| Public 
Health Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>  
Sent: Monday, July 1, 2024 2:38 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED]  <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: Re: RSV Comms 
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
Many thanks for coming back on this. 
 
We're just discussing further and will come back asap. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 



Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot> 
Sent: Monday, July 1, 2024 12:50 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED]  <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV Comms  
  
Thanks for this [REDACTED] 
  
Should we take it there will not be any planned media releases in the 
week of 15 July, which is when we expect the first appointment invitation 
letters sent by Boards to land? 
  
If so, this will mean that the first awareness or information about RSV 
vaccination received by many of the older adult cohort will be when they 
open these letters. 
  
I had thought there is a general principle of avoiding that being the case 
- i.e. that we should instead prime the relevant members of the public 
about the programme and to expect an invitation letter before it lands? 
  
With thanks in advance for your advice/comment on this. 
  
Best wishes 
  
[REDACTED] 
  



  
[REDACTED] 
Consultant in Public Health Medicine / Immunisation Coordinator 
Directorate of Public Health 
NHS Tayside, Kings Cross 
Clepington Rd, Dundee DD3 8EA 
  
01382 [REDACTED] ([REDACTED]) 
PA: [REDACTED], [REDACTED]@nhs.scot  
  
http://www.nhstayside.scot.nhs.uk/OurServicesA-Z/PublicHealth 
  
VISION: To take action and provide leadership, expert guidance and 
support to prevent and manage risks to the health of the public 
from infectious diseases and environmental hazards 
  
This message may contain confidential information. If you are not the 
intended recipient please inform the sender that you have received the 
message in error before deleting it. Please do not disclose, copy or 
distribute information in this e-mail, or take any action in reliance on its 
content. To do so is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. Thank you 
for your co-operation. 
  
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: 01 July 2024 12:36 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED]  <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: Re: RSV Comms 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
Apologies for the delay in getting back to you. 
  
Great news, we’ve got time held in Sam’s diary for 1 Aug so we’re 
planning a national media briefing and release for then which will 
compliment the other comms set out by [REDACTED]. 



  
We're also exploring content with Age Scotland for this time. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] | Senior Communications Officer 
Public Health Scotland 
 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram | Facebook  
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Monday, July 1, 2024 11:59 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED]  
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV Comms  
  
Just adding [REDACTED]@gov.scot into this email chain J 
  
Currently hybrid working, sometimes at home and sometimes in 
the office. Best to get me on Teams.  If urgent you can get me on: 
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] | Seasonal Vaccination and Strategy Unit Head| Public 
Health Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate 
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>  
Sent: Monday, July 1, 2024 10:24 AM 



To: [REDACTED]  <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV Comms 
Importance: High 
  
Morning 
  
Just following up on this as I was out of the office on Friday. 
  
Can you let me know what your thoughts are on a press release for 
when the appointment letters are due to land. 
  
Thanks 
[REDACTED] 
  
  
  
[REDACTED] |  Operations Manager | Vaccination and Immunisation 
Division | Clinical and Protecting Health Directorate 
Public Health Scotland 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot - Currently working from home. 
Mobile: [REDACTED] 
  
Additional e-mail address information: 
phs.vaccination@phs.scot This is monitored Monday to Friday, 9-5pm 
and deals with statutory work, service delivery and operational 
management for SVIP groups. 
phs.immunisation@phs.scot This is monitored Monday to Friday, 9-5pm 
and deals with incident/adverse event response, support for routine 
immunisation programmes, surveillance and reporting. 
phs.svipconfidenceandequity@phs.scot This is monitored Monday to 
Friday, 9-5pm and deals with patient facing materials and NHS Inform. 
phs.Covid19Data&Analytics@phs.scot This is monitored Monday to 
Friday, 9-5pm and deals with vaccine analysis and reporting (COVID, 
Shingles and Pneumococcal programmes) 
phs.vaccinecomms@phs.scot This is monitored Monday to Friday, 9-
5pm and deals with all communications enquiries for SVIP. 
  



 
Web | Twitter | Instagram 

 
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2024 5:15 PM 
To: [REDACTED]  <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV Comms 
  
Hi [REDACTED] 
  
Thanks for this.  Just thinking about press releases – would it be 
possible to have an additional press release when the appoint letters are 
due to land – w/c 15 July and w/c 22 July to help ensure that people see 
some information before receiving their appointment invitation letter. 
  
Thanks 
[REDACTED] 
  
  
  
[REDACTED] |  Operations Manager | Vaccination and Immunisation 
Division | Clinical and Protecting Health Directorate 
Public Health Scotland 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot - Currently working from home. 
Mobile: [REDACTED] 
  
Additional e-mail address information: 



phs.vaccination@phs.scot This is monitored Monday to Friday, 9-5pm 
and deals with statutory work, service delivery and operational 
management for SVIP groups. 
phs.immunisation@phs.scot This is monitored Monday to Friday, 9-5pm 
and deals with incident/adverse event response, support for routine 
immunisation programmes, surveillance and reporting. 
phs.svipconfidenceandequity@phs.scot This is monitored Monday to 
Friday, 9-5pm and deals with patient facing materials and NHS Inform. 
phs.Covid19Data&Analytics@phs.scot This is monitored Monday to 
Friday, 9-5pm and deals with vaccine analysis and reporting (COVID, 
Shingles and Pneumococcal programmes) 
phs.vaccinecomms@phs.scot This is monitored Monday to Friday, 9-
5pm and deals with all communications enquiries for SVIP. 
  

 
Web | Twitter | Instagram 

 
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED]  <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2024 10:43 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot> 
Subject: RE: RSV Comms 
  
Morning [REDACTED],  
  
We have scoped out various options to support comms and marketing 
for the RSV programme.  
  
After a review of our current budget and insight conducted with the 
target audience, our recommended approach is:  



  
• A web statement  published on the Public Health Scotland website 

following the announcement of eligible cohorts and publication of 
the CMO letter (live yesterday). 

• Lines to take document issued to boards with initial messaging 
about the programme to help with local enquiries.  

• Leaflets enclosed with appointment letters.  
• Posters and digital within GP surgeries (to arrive in settings mid- 

July to coincide with appointment letters). Also to include 
pregnancy eligibility. 

• Posters within community pharmacies (to arrive in settings mid- 
July to coincide with appointment letters) Also to include 
pregnancy eligibility.  

• A social media toolkit issues to boards with key messages and 
assets. Including a talking head video of a GP – reinforcing the 
message about the importance of the RSV vaccine for 
the older adults cohort (aged 74-79). 

•  A press release will be issued to coincide with this visit (which will 
include case study quotes). 

• Photocall opportunity for Sam Ghebrehewet (PHS Head of 
Immunisation & Vaccination) to attend first ‘jag in arm’ at a local 
health board in Scotland (and first in the UK).  

  
We are aware the target audience for the older programme are largely 
vaccine acceptors. At this time, the above activities are most appropriate 
for the audience and use of spend.  
  
Activities for the maternal programme will be covered as part of our 
wider pregnancy activities (a paid digital campaign). We’ll share further 
information about this soon. 
  
Attached is the updated comms and marketing plan developed by 
[REDACTED] and [REDACTED].  
  
Any questions, please let me know.  
  
[REDACTED] 
  
  
[REDACTED]  | Marketing Manager 
Public Health Scotland 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Phone: [REDACTED] 



 
Web | X | Instagram | Facebook   
  
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>  
Sent: Monday, June 24, 2024 4:22 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED]  
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot> 
Subject: RSV Comms 
  
Hi [REDACTED], [REDACTED] and [REDACTED] 
  
With all of the information now available for RSV – which is good news, 
we wondered if we could set up a meeting with you this week to go over 
some of the further comms aspects including the ‘paid for’ options that 
you were going to be looking into. 
  
[REDACTED] is going to give me diary availability and if we could set up 
a half hour meeting that would be helpful. 
  
Also – [REDACTED]  – can you remind me where the plan for the 
pregnancy vaccines comms work was going to be in place? 
  
Thanks 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
For review: Draft quote - RSV appointment letters 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2024 11:04 AM 
To: Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot> 
Cc: Justine Craig <Justine.Craig2@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]  
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: For review: Draft quote - RSV appointment letters 
 
Good morning [REDACTED], chief midwifery officer. 
 
As discussed previously, please see for review a draft quote for the 
attached Public Health Scotland news release for next week concerning 
appointment letters for the first RSV vaccinations. 
 
A couple of proposed amendments to the news release are attached. 
 
Can I check please whether content with the proposed media handling? 
PHS are holding a media briefing which we are not proposing the CMO 
takes part, comms would recommend that PHS lead on the briefing. 
 
I would, however, be grateful for an indication of whether the CMO will 
be available for media bids to speak to the quote, should we receive 
any. 
 
The PHS plan is to issue the release on Tuesday 16 July, embargoed to 
Wednesday following their media briefing. 
 
The CMO should also be aware that colleagues are separately working 
with FM/PO to propose a FM media visit to a vaccination centre for 
August 12 when the first vaccines are expected to be administered. 
 
Happy to answer any further questions and grateful for a response today 
if possible. 
 



Best wishes, 
 
[REDACTED]. 
 
Draft quote 
 
Chief Midwifery Officer Justine Craig said: 
 
“I would encourage pregnant women to take up appointments for RSV 
vaccination, following discussion with midwives, to protect their babies 
from the virus during their first weeks and months. 
 
“RSV is one of the leading causes of hospitalisation in the a baby’s first 
year of life and this vaccine could save lives and avoid thousands of GP 
or A&E visits. 
 
“Health board vaccination teams will be in place from early next month to 
maximise the benefit to pregnant women and their babies ahead of 
winter.” 
 
Proposed SG media handling to be shared with PHS 
 

• chief midwife quote in PHS news release 

• retweet PHS social media via @ScotGovHealth 

• social media posts from Chief Medical Officers 
 
Launch w/c 12/08/24 
 

• FM or Ministerial media visit to meet one of the first vaccine 
recipients, with PHS lead 

• media interviews, SG press release (to include a PHS quote) and 
SG social media/retweet PHS content 

• @ScotGovHealth or FM twitter video to run the following day. 
Repurposed for Scotgov channels including Facebook/Instagram 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, July 26, 2024 1:48 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED]@phs.scot; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FM Visit to RSV Clinic - Briefing Pack 
 
Hello all,  
 
Following on from our discussions this afternoon, I have attached a short 
summary document which outlines the information required for the FM’s 
briefing pack that will likely require a collaborative approach.  
 
As noted in our discussions, a number of these areas (framing of the 
visit, media involvement etc.) will be progressed through further 
discussions with SG comms and GGC contacts. I’d be grateful if you 
could confirm who will be attending from PHS, as well as providing the 
required photographs/biographies, as soon as is practical.  



 
Hopefully this is helpful, but please get in touch if you have any question 
or comment and I’d be happy to discuss further. 
 
Thanks,  
 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic - 12 August 2024 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 1:47 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health & Social Care 2024 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health and Women's 
Health <MinisterforPHWH@gov.scot>; Spads Admin 
<Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and 
Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications First 
Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 



<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events 
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Simon Cuthbert-Kerr <Simon.Cuthbert-Kerr@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Briefing Pack - First Minister Visit to RSV Clinic - 12 August 
2024 
 
PS First Minister,  
 
Please find attached the briefing pack for the First Minister’s visit to the 
RSV Vaccination Clinic in Clydebank on Monday 12 August. 
[REDACTED] will provide official support.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, or if I can be of any further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
First Minister Diary Request 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 18 July 2024 15:25 
To: First Minister 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED] 
 
Subject: RE: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August Diary 
interest - RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Hi [REDACTED],  
 



Thanks for getting in touch. The submission will be submitted by COP 
today.  
 
Many Thanks  
 
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health  
Directorate | DG Health and Social Care | Scottish Government  
 
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
 
 
 
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister  
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 3:19 PM  
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]  
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]  
<[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Subject: RE: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August Diary interest - 
RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Hello [REDACTED], 
 
Grateful for an update on when the submission will be submitted please? 
As below the  
FM returns from leave next week and given the proximity to the 
proposed event I would  
be keen to put this to him early for a decision. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] (she/her) 
Deputy Private Secretary 
Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | 
[REDACTED] 



 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision,  
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private  
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Please note Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent 
Secretary to the Scottish Government are covered by the terms  
of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot for 
information. 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First 
Minister  
Sent: Wednesday, July 10, 2024 10:36 AM  
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]>; First 
Minister  
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]>; 
[REDACTED]  
<[REDACTED]>  
Subject: RE: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August Diary interest - 
RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Hi [REDACTED]. 
 
Just to flag that FM is currently scheduled to be in Glasgow on 12 Aug 
so you may wish  
to factor that into your planning and the submission. Per [REDACTED] 
note below FM is on  
leave so we won’t be able to get a decision on whether or not he attends 
until he has  
considered the sub upon his return.  
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED]  
 
[REDACTED] 
Deputy Private Secretary to the First Minister 



Office of the First Minister 
5th Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
M: [REDACTED] 
 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further 
details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
   
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any 
other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a  
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a 
Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the  
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or 
attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are 
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act  
2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>   
Sent: Tuesday, July 9, 2024 10:31 AM  
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>  
Cc: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]>; 
[REDACTED]  
<[REDACTED]>  
Subject: FW: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August Diary interest - 
RSV Vaccination Launch 
 
Hi [REDACTED], 
 
Thanks for this. Adding the FM box address so the Diary Team can pick 
this up. 
 
Thanks as well for the heads-up on the submission, but FYI: the FM is 
now on leave for the next two  
weeks, so he won’t be in a position to look at this until during w/c 22/07. 
 
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] (he/him) 
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  



[REDACTED]| FirstMinister@gov.scot 
 
From: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>   
Sent: Friday, July 5, 2024 4:54 PM  
To: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Cc: [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED]< [REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Subject: First Minister DIARY REQUEST: 12 August Diary interest - RSV 
Vaccination Launch 
 
Dear [REDACTED], 
 
We are currently preparing a submission to seek agreement of a 
potential visit for First  
Minister to a vaccination clinic on the first day of the new Respiratory 
Syncytial Virus  
(RSV) vaccine programme in Scotland. We intent to get that submission 
to FM early  
next week, with SpADs fed in.  
 
The launch date is August 12th 2024. 
 
Meantime, we are keen to understand FM’s availability on the 12th, to 
schedule the potential visit at a local vaccination clinic to align with 
current diary commitments. Grateful if you could highlight where FM is 
likely to be located on that day (e.g Glasgow/Edinburgh etc) which will 
allow us to begin planning and preparations.  
 
Happy to discuss further  
 
Many Thanks, 
 
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] 
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health  
Directorate | DG Health and Social Care | Scottish Government 
 
 
 
First Minister visit to RSV Clinic on 12 August 



 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 22 July 2024 17:05 
To: [REDACTED] 
Cc:[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; Public 
Affairs 
Subject: RE: FOR ACTION - First Minister visit to RSV 12 August 
Vaccine clinic 
  
Thanks [REDACTED], good to know. Grateful for an update in the 
coming days. 
  
[REDACTED] 
[REDACTED] 
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government 
  
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2024 5:00 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Public Affairs 
<PublicAffairs@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: Re: FOR ACTION - First Minister visit to RSV 12 August 
Vaccine clinic 
  
Yes I do as I am working with maternity but would need to have a 
discussion with them.  The QEUH is likely to be the busiest, followed by 
the PRM. 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] 
Public Health Programme Manager - Immunisations 
West House 



Gartnavel Royal Hospital 
1055 Great Western Road 
Glasgow 
G12 0XH 
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: 22 July 2024 16:58 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Public Affairs 
<PublicAffairs@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: FOR ACTION - First Minister visit to RSV 12 August 
Vaccine clinic 
  
Thanks [REDACTED] – do you have insight to the maternity setting too 
and we can provide an option to FM’s office 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] 
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government 
  
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
  
  
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2024 4:51 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Public Affairs 
<PublicAffairs@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: Fw: FOR ACTION - First Minister visit to RSV 12 August 
Vaccine clinic 
Importance: High 



  
Hi [REDACTED] 
  
The only RSV Adult Clinic running on that day is in 
Clydebank.  Otherwise the other option would be RSV within the 
maternity setting. 
  
Best Wishes 
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] 
Public Health Programme Manager - Immunisations 
West House 
Gartnavel Royal Hospital 
1055 Great Western Road 
Glasgow 
G12 0XH 
  

 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Sent: 22 July 2024 16:20 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; Public Affairs 
<PublicAffairs@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: RE: FOR ACTION - First Minister visit to RSV 12 August 
Vaccine clinic 
  
Hi [REDACTED] 
 
  
The only RSV clinic we have running is the Clydebank Hub. 
  
Thanks 
 
[REDACTED] 
 
  
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 22 July 2024 15:56 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; Public Affairs 



<PublicAffairs@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Subject: Fw: FOR ACTION - First Minister visit to RSV 12 August 
Vaccine clinic 
Importance: High 
  
Dear All 
  
Please see request for ministerial visit for First Minister John Swinney to 
visit a RSV Clinic on 12th August.  Bryan not sure if our West Dun Clinic 
is on the 12th if not it may need to be a maternity venue. 
  
Thanks 
[REDACTED] 
  
[REDACTED] 
Public Health Programme Manager - Immunisations 
West House 
Gartnavel Royal Hospital 
1055 Great Western Road 
Glasgow 
G12 0XH 
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: 22 July 2024 14:33 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOR ACTION - First Minister visit to RSV 12 August Vaccine 
clinic 
  
Hi [REDACTED], 
  
As you may know from our updates at the RSV Implementation Board 
mtgs, SG colleagues  are working to get a First Minister visit alongside 
Dr Sam Ghebrehewet in the diary for 12th August, first day of RSV 
vaccinations in a vaccination clinic in Glasgow. 
  
FM’s office have been in touch and would like us to identify the relevant 
clinic to allow FM to consider. Mr Swinney is due to be in central 
Glasgow (Ballater Street) for a visit from 1330-1445 so his office have 
held a to the vaccine clinic between 1515-1615, location dependant. 
  



Grateful if you could let me know asap of which Vaccine clinics would be 
most suitable (this should include name of clinic and full address) for 
First Minister to attend and I can update his office and hopefully get sign 
off. 
  
Many Thanks 
  
[REDACTED] 
  
  
[REDACTED] 
Senior Policy Manager 
Seasonal Vaccination, Strategy and Transition | Public Health 
Capabilities Division | Population Health Directorate | DG Health and 
Social Care | Scottish Government 
  
Please note, I am currently working from home. 
  
  
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------- 
This email is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received 
it by mistake, 
please (i) contact the sender by email reply; (ii) delete the email from 
your system; . 
and (iii) do not copy the email or disclose its contents to anyone. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Ministerial Visit to RSV Vaccine Clinic - Thanks 
 
From: [REDACTED] 
Sent: 13 August 2024 11:54 
To: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; 
[REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; Visits and 
Events; [REDACTED] 
Cc: [REDACTED]; [REDACTED]; [REDACTED] 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
  
I would echo the below, many thanks for all the efforts. 



  
Best wishes. 
  
[REDACTED]. 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]2@nhs.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 11:26 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Visits and Events <VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]2@phs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: Re: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
  
thanks [REDACTED] and thanks everyone for all your input and help. 
  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] 
Public Health Programme Manager - Immunisations 
West House 
Gartnavel Royal Hospital 
1055 Great Western Road 
Glasgow 
G12 0XH 
  

 
From: [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Sent: 13 August 2024 10:34 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@g
ov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 



[REDACTED]@gov.scot 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; VisitsandEvents@gov.scot <VisitsandEvent
s@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]2@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]2@nhs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED]@gov.scot <[REDACTED]@g
ov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
  
Thanks [REDACTED] – so glad it went well. Really good pick yesterday 
and today so thank you so much for all your help. 
Kindest regards, 
[REDACTED] 
  
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 10:33 AM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@ggc.scot.nhs.uk>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@nhs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Visits and Events <VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]2@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]2@nhs.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@phs.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@phs.scot> 
Subject: RE: Ministerial visit to RSV vaccine clinic 
  
Hi All 
  
Just wanted to say a bit thank you to everyone for making yesterday run 
so smoothly.   [REDACTED]/ [REDACTED], please pass on our thanks 
to the [REDACTED] and the other vaccinator.  They were both fabulous 
and [REDACTED] or pregnant lady was excellent, so again thank you for 
sourcing her.  We received excellent coverage throughout yesterday and 
into today’s print media today.  Hopefully the local coverage will follow 
too.  We will be pulling together a short impact report of all RSV 
coverage (both from last month and yesterday), which we will share with 
this group in due course. 
  
Many thanks 



  
[REDACTED]  
[REDACTED] | Organisational Lead: Communications and Engagement 
Public Health Scotland 
Email: [REDACTED]@phs.scot 
Mobile: [REDACTED] 
  

 
Web | X | Instagram | Facebook   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRANSCRIPT - First Minister – RSV vaccine rollout – STV Dundee & 
Clyde 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 10:00 AM 
To: [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]< 
[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED]<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Communications MMU <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: TRANSCRIPT - First Minister – RSV vaccine rollout – STV 
Dundee & Clyde 
 
Hi all, 
 
Please see below for a couple of clips of the First Minister from last night 
and this morning. 
 
TRANSCRIPT - First Minister – RSV vaccine rollout – STV Dundee – 
12Aug24 
The RSV vaccine is one part of our preparation for the winter pressures 
that we'll face in the National Health Service, and if individuals are 
vaccinated, if they've got as much protection as possible, then obviously 
that maximises the ability that they have to avoid having to be admitted to 
hospital, or to seek hospital treatment. 
 
TRANSCRIPT - First Minister – RSV vaccine rollout – Clyde One – 
13Aug24 
RSV is a virus that can have significant respiratory implications for 
individuals and the target group of pregnant women and adults over the 
age of 75 is designed to provide as much population protection as we 
possibly can do.  
 
Best, 
 
[REDACTED] 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPAD views: comms handling w/c 12 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Friday, August 2, 2024 12:22 PM 
To: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: SPAD views: comms handling w/c 12  
 
Hi all 
 
As flagged/ discussed with [REDACTED] on the FM Forward Look call, 
the FM diary is very busy on Monday 12th with three positive 
announcements/TV stories. I’d suggest the following handling to 
maximise coverage across the week but grateful for SPAD views. 
 

TIMING 
OF VISIT 

WHAT COMMS 
HANDLING 

PROPOSED 
EMBARGO 

Mon 12 
11:30-
13:00 

First Minister: 
Announces £13.2m of 
Scottish Enterprise 
grant funding to 
support Alexander 
Dennis to develop 
next generation zero 
emission buses while 

Open media 
invite, Scottish 
Enterprise news 
release with FM 
quote, social 
content 

We would 
propose 
embargoing this 
story until 00:01 
Tuesday 13 
maximising TV 
and print 
coverage.  



touring their recently-
opened manufacturing 
site, and announces 
Scottish Enterprise’s 
record year of 
achievements for the 
Scottish economy 

Mon 12 
13:30-
14:45 

First Minister: Visits 
Chivas Brothers 
distillery to announce 
they have received a 
£3.1 million grant offer 
from the Scottish 
Industrial Energy 
Transformation Fund 

We would 
suggest offering 
this as an 
excusive to 
either STV or 
BBC to run later 
in week 

We would 
propose 
embargoing this 
story until 00:01 
Friday 16 
maximising TV 
coverage. A 
general release 
could then be 
issued to run 
from 09:30 

Mon 12 
15:15-
16:15 

(0600hrs) FM/NG/JM: 
Highlights SG 
investment of £4.2 
million in the supply of 
the Respiratory 
Syncytial Virus (RSV) 
vaccine for babies, 
which will prevent 
lung disease, ahead 
of visiting a 
vaccination clinic to 
meet first UK 
recipients of the RSV 
vaccine  

PHS open 
media invite, 
SG news 
release, PHS 
news release 
with FM quote, 
social content 

No embargo 

Wed 14 
10:30-
11:30 

First Minister: Visit to 
KidsOR in Dundee, 
teeing up for Zambia 
twin visit 

We propose 
using this visit 
as an 
opportunity to 
announce FM’s 
trip to Zambia 
and Malawi. We 
would use this 
visit alongside 
images from 
partners and 

We propose 
embargoing this 
story until 00:01 
Thursday 15. 
This would then 
allow the FM’s 
visit to take 
place on the 
Wed with no 
media. We 
would capture 



stock footage to 
produce a video 
for social 
channels 
announcing 
FMs trip. 

video content 
and an FM piece 
to camera during 
that visit to 
complement a 
wider video that 
will announce 
the trip on our 
social channels. 
We would also 
issue a 00.01 
news release to 
run on Thursday 
15 and have the 
video issued on 
our channels 
Thursday 
morning.  

 
 
Therefore proposed grid of main TV activity/story of the day – including 
non-FM activity - for that week looks like:  
 

Monday Tuesda
y 

Wednesd
ay 

Thursda
y 

Friday Sunday 

(0600hrs) 
FM/NG/J
M: Attend 
a 
vaccinati
on clinic 
to meet 
UK first 
recipient 
of a RSV 
vaccine 
for babies 
to 
prevent 
lung 
disease 

(0001hr
s) First 
Minister: 
Visit to 
Alexand
er 
Dennis 
plant to 
announc
e £13.2 
million 
grant 
funding 

Shona 
Robison 
and 
Deputy 
First 
Minister: 
comment 
on 
Governme
nt 
Expenditur
e and 
Revenues 
Scotland 
(GERS), 
2023-24 

(0001hrs) 
First 
Minister: 
Announc
es trip to 
Malawi 
and 
Zambia 
following 
a visit to 
KidsOR 
in 
Dundee 

First 
Minister: 
Visits Chivas 
Brothers 
distillery to 
announce 
they have 
received a 
£3.1 million 
grant offer 
from the 
Scottish 
Industrial 
Energy 
Transformati
on Fund 

First 
Minister: 
Announc
es details 
of his trip 
to Malawi 
and 
Zambia 



   
Jenny 
Gilruth: 
Announc
es 
publicatio
n of 
behaviou
r in 
schools 
action 
plan and 
school 
mobile 
phone 
guidance 

  

 
 
Thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
FOR FM AWARENESS // Running issues note - 12/8 + media 
attendees for visits 
 
From: [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 1:36 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR FM AWARENESS // Running issues note - 12/8 + 
media attendees for visits 
 
FMPO, 
 
Further update just received via health comms in reference to the 
gender services lines included in FM’s pack of lines on running issues. 
NHS GGC has advised that they have not yet made a proactive 
announcement of any change to referrals pathways and no 
announcement is now likely to be made until tomorrow, Tues 13 August. 
 
With apologies for further email – wanted to ensure the loop was closed 
on this one. SG Comms colleagues on the ground can make FM aware, 
and comms will monitor news outlets for any signs that the story has 
leaked ahead of FM’s media clips. 
 
I’ve also included updated story as two unions (Unite and GMB) have 
agreed to suspend strike action to allow time for a ballot on the latest 
council pay deal. 



 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] _____________ 
[REDACTED] 
m: [REDACTED] 
Senior Media Manager | First Minister | Scottish Government | 
media enquiries (call group): [REDACTED] | Media enquiries - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot) 
 
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 1:14 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Communications First Minister 
<CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; Communications Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] 
<[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; [REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot>; 
[REDACTED] <[REDACTED]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR FM AWARENESS // Running issues note - 12/8 + 
media attendees for visits 
 
FMPO, 
 
Thank you for your patience – please see updated note below with 
additional lines covering Israeli Ambassador / Cab Sec meeting and a 
change in referral pathways for gender services. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] _____________ 
[REDACTED] 
m: [REDACTED] 
Senior Media Manager | First Minister | Scottish Government | 
media enquiries (call group): [REDACTED] | Media enquiries - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot) 
 



From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 12:34 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
 
Subject: RE: FOR FM AWARENESS // Running issues note - 12/8 + 
media attendees for visits 
 
FMPO,  
 
With thanks to health comms colleagues, please see below updated 
running issues note with lines covering the Daily Record front page 
story.  
 
I have also updated media attendees for the RSV visit as Global radio 
has now confirmed they will send a reporter. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] _____________ 
[REDACTED] 
m: [REDACTED] 
Senior Media Manager | First Minister | Scottish Government | 
media enquiries (call group): [REDACTED] | Media enquiries - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot) 
 
From: [REDACTED]  
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 11:59 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOR FM AWARENESS // Running issues note - 12/8 + media 
attendees for visits 
 
FMPO, 
 
Good morning, 
 
Please see below a note on running issues in the press this morning, 
with SG lines to take. 
 
FM Comms is linked in with Finance Secretary comms and if there is any 
change to position on the Union pay talks lines will be fed in via comms 
colleagues accompanying FM on visits this afternoon. 
 
For FM’s awareness – today is the fourth anniversary of the 2020 
Stonehaven rail crash. Transport Scotland colleagues have provided the 



below lines / background info, and advise that they have no plans to 
mark the Stonehaven anniversary – ScotRail have also stopped marking 
it to an extent at the request of families/staff, though some individual 
staff sometimes mark it locally. 
 

Comment/background info on Carmont: 
o Our thoughts, first and foremost, remain with all those 

affected by the tragic accident at Carmont. While rail safety 
is reserved to the UK Government, it is a key priority and we 
fully expect any required improvements and measures to be 
implemented. 

o The Scottish Government takes the matter of safety on 
Scotland's Railway very seriously. We firmly believe that the 
prevention of accidents is the most effective mitigation. 

o We also fully understand the duty of care that all parties 
involved in designing, constructing and operating the railway 
have to each other and to the travelling public, and the duty 
of cooperation those parties have to facilitate safe operation. 

o ScotRail has delivered all the recommendations in the 
Steering Group report and with unions kept informed of 
progress. 

 
Also attached is a full transcript of Dr Sam Ghebrehewet, PHS Head of 
immunisation and vaccines for the FM’s reference. Mr Ghebrehewet was 
mainly asked about today’s RSV announcement but when asked at the 
end of the interview about cases of whooping cough, said that 
indications are that cases appear to have peaked, and urged pregnant 
women to take up the offer of whooping cough vaccine. 
 
A transcript from Ms Stewart’s interview on BBC Scotland’s Sunday 
Show from yesterday is also attached. 
 

Media attendees for today’s visits 
 
Chivas – emb. 0001 Tuesday 13 August (Broadcast exclusive) 
STV: [REDACTED] (reporter), [REDACTED] (camera operator) 
 
RSV – running today 
BBC: [REDACTED] (reporter – tbc), [REDACTED] (camera) 
STV: [REDACTED] (reporter) [REDACTED] (camera) 
Bauer – [REDACTED] 
Global – [REDACTED] 
PA – [REDACTED] 



 
Please let us know if you require anything further. 
 
Many thanks, 
[REDACTED] 
 
TOP STORIES – Unions discussing revised council pay offer and 
new RSV vaccine 
 
Unions to decide whether to call off bin strike  

• Unions leaders are meeting later this morning to decide whether to 
recommend their members accept an improved pay offer after 
council leaders made them a new deal on Friday in an attempt to 
avoid planned industrial action by refuse workers 

• Staff in most of Scotland are set to stop collecting rubbish from 
Wednesday for nine days, but councils issued a fresh deal on 
Friday after the Scottish Government contributed extra funding 

• Council body Cosla says this is the best offer possible 

• BBC Reporting Scotland bid to speak to the Finance Secretary at 
the weekend - bid was declined and lines below reissued  

• UPDATE - Unite the Union and GMB Scotland suspend bin 
strikes after improved pay deal | STV News - Unite and GMB 
Scotland have announced they will suspend strike action for a 
ballot on pay - SG news release is in development for issue later 
this afternoon once there is clarity on third union (Unison)'s 
position, and updates will be transmitted via SG comms officers in 
attendance 

 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government Shona 
Robison said:  
 
“We absolutely recognise the importance of supporting meaningful 
dialogue to reach a fair pay deal and avoid industrial action.  
 
“That is why I asked my officials to work at pace with local 
government officers to understand what an improved negotiating 
envelope may look like.  
 
“All parties, including COSLA, trade union leaders and political group 
leaders have engaged constructively with that process.  
 



“Against an extremely challenging financial landscape, the Scottish 
Government has identified additional funding to support COSLA to 
make a strong offer.  
 
“The enhanced envelope represents the absolute limit of affordability 
and has required difficult decision making.  
 
“In order to fund this offer, if it is accepted, the Scottish Government 
will have to move money from elsewhere in the Budget and reduce 
funding for other programmes. These will be very painful choices and 
we will set them out publicly in due course.  
 
“I welcome that Scotland’s council leaders have made a strong offer 
and we await the outcome of local government union considerations.”  

 
New vaccine for respiratory disease rolled out  

• GMS reports our trail of Scotland becoming the first part of the UK 
to roll out a new NHS vaccination programme against the 
respiratory virus RSV.  

• The jags, for women in the later stages of pregnancy and people in 
their late 70s, are aimed at preventing severe illness in newborn 
babies and older people.  

• The respiratory virus is common but can lead to severe illness and 
complications, especially in babies. 

• Transcript of Dr Sam Ghebrehewet attached 
 
EilidhSmith described the symptoms of her son Leo on GMS [Leo 
since made a full recovery and is now a healthy two-year old]: 
“He was three and a half weeks old. And he became really quite unwell 
quite quickly. And he had a very high fever. He wouldn't wake to feed. It 
was really hard. It was hard for a number of reasons I was still 
recovering from a C-section. My eldest was two at the time, so I couldn't 
really be with him. My husband and I were trying to kind of take shifts, 
but mostly it was me. I would do all-nighters in the hospital because he 
was a newborn and he didn't really have any kind of schedule and he 
was very unwell. So we were exhausted, emotional… I found the time to 
be extremely emotional, and I really struggled just with what was going 
on and my lack of control.” 
 

SG news release: Protecting infants from severe lung disease - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

 
Broadcast and GMS 



• New licensing scheme in place for grouse shooting For the 
first time, a licensing scheme is in place for the start of the annual 
grouse shooting season. Any estate wishing to carry out grouse 
shoots has to apply to NatureScot for a licence. Applicants must 
show specific areas where grouse will be taken and report the final 
numbers of birds shot. The move is part of the Scottish 
Government’s new Wildlife Management and Muirburn Act. 
NatureScot say they’ve received fewer applications than expected 
despite the short timescale to the start of the season. 

• Call for better disabled access on Orkney’s ferries Concerns 
are being raised about disabled access on Orkney’s inter-island 
ferries. Seen as a lifeline service, most of the fleet was built in the 
early 1990s before disability access legislation was introduced. SG 
position reflected in reporting, lines included in pack below 

• Pothole damage top concern for drivers, says RAC Research 
from the RAC suggests conditions of local roads across the UK 
has become the biggest worry for drivers. The motoring group 
says motorists are more concerned about potholes than the cost of 
insurance or fuel. They want governments to do something 
differently to tackle the problem. SG position reflected in reporting, 
lines on local government funding included in pack below 

• Government urged to adopt domestic abusers’ register The 
Scottish Government is being urged to confront the rising tide of 
domestic abuse. Leading King’s Counsel Thomas Ross is calling 
on ministers to mirror the approach that’s being taken to tackling 
sex offenders by introducing a register of abusers to deter them 
from targeting their partners. It comes after data suggests Police 
Scotland record seven such incidents every hour. SG lines 
included in pack below 

• Government consulting on crofting laws We know that crofting 
is one of the backbones of the Highlands, but it needs help. 
There’s an ageing workforce, some crofts are being neglected, and 
holiday homers are moving in. At the same time, there are more 
than 100 people on the Scottish Crofting Federation’s waiting list 
for plots for small scale agriculture. The Scottish Government is 
currently consulting on changes to the complex laws around 
crofting to try to make it easier to get a croft and harder to neglect 
one. SG lines in pack below 

 
The papers - Scotland's papers: 'Deadly' ambulance delays and 
Yousaf and Musk clash - BBC News 



• Daily Record – AMBULANCE PATIENTS FACING DEADLY 
DELAYS – Half of all paramedics have witnessed ward wait 
tragedies, reports the paper, as a Unite Union’s Derek Thomson 
says that workers are faced with “unacceptable and 
unprecedented challenges” SG not approached - lines in pack 
below  

• Daily Mail – SCOTS FORCED TO BUY VITAL DRUGS ON 
BLACK MARKET – Paper reports that authorities in Scotland 
seized thousands of doses of breast cancer drug tamoxifen last 
year as doctors warn patients that treating themselves at home 
with medicines bought on the web risks harm 

• National – ‘YOUR BILLIONS WON’T STOP ME CALLING YOU 
OUT’ – reports that FFM Humza Yousaf’s lawyer has accused X 
CEO Elon Musk of inciting hate 

• Herald – SMALL PRIVATE SCHOOL IN FEAR OF CLOSURE 
AFTER HIKE IN VAT – paper reports that parents of Cedars 
School, a religious school in Greenock with around 84 pupils of 
primary and secondary levels, are concerned that Labour 
proposals to impose VAT on private school fees could price 
families out, and lead to the school’s closure 

• Scotsman – UNI WORKERS CALL FOR ANSWERS OVER CUTS 
AND JOB FREEZE PLANS – Edinburgh university principal has 
written to staff outlining the “severity of the financial challenge” in 
the higher education sector, saying Edinburgh was not immune to 
these and that spending would need to be reduced in all areas 

• i – HOPES THAT WORST OF RIOTS “AT AN END” – UK 
Government is ‘quietly confident’ that widespread rioting has 
ended, the paper reports, though police forces will remain on high 
alert as sentencing continues 

• Telegraph – MUSK DARES ‘SUPER RACIST SCUMBAG’ 
YOUSAF TO SUE HIM – Further reporting on the war of words 
between FFM and Elon Musk 

• Times – X FACES AXE FROM TECH’S ANTI-TERROR 
INITIATIVE – reports that Mr Musk’s platform X hosts Hamaz 
videos, according to the Global Internet Forum to Counter 
Terrorism 

• Daily Express – DISASTROUS £6M MOBILES IN PRISONS 
SCHEME WAS CHAOS – Story based on a SPS EHRIA which 
was issued back in July – SG and SPS lines in pack below 

• Sun – MISSION COMPLETE – TOM’S OLYMPIC FINALE – report 
from the spectacular Paris 2024 Olympics closing ceremony, with 
FM comment congratulating Scots Olympians reflected in copy 



 
Running issues + SG lines to take // 12/8 
 
External Affairs Secretary meeting with Israeli ambassador 
The Cab Sec met with the Deputy Ambassador of Israel to the UK last 
week, and the below proposed statement was agreed in case of reactive 
queries following this. 
 
For information: - At the Israeli embassy’s request, for security reasons 
all proactive comms have been held from last week’s meeting until 
today, 12 August. As at 1310, there has been no signal from Israeli 
embassy that proactive comms can issue, and no reactive approaches 
to SG comms. 
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
 
“Scotland’s Cabinet Secretary for the Constitution, External Affairs 
and Culture, Angus Robertson, met the Deputy Ambassador of 
Israel to the UK, Daniela Grudsky Ekstein, on 8 August. 
 
“They discussed areas of mutual interest, including culture, 
renewable energy, and engaging the country’s respective 
diasporas. 
 
“Mr Robertson reiterated the Scottish Government’s position in 
calling for an immediate ceasefire by all sides in Gaza, the 
unconditional release of all hostages and the opening of safe 
routes to allow more humanitarian aid to reach the people of Gaza. 
 
“Following the criminal and far-right acts we have seen in parts of 
England and Northern Ireland, the Cabinet Secretary emphasised 
the Scottish Government’s continued work with Police Scotland to 
protect Scotland’s faith communities and tackle all hate crimes, 
including antisemitism, head on.” 
 

Changes to gender services referral pathways 
The referral process for accessing both adult and young people’s gender 
services will change at NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde (NHS GGC) 
Sandyford clinics – as of Monday 12 August, the option to self-refer to 
these services will be removed, As at 1310, the change was not being 
reported by media outlets.  
 



Further update for awareness :- NHS GGC has advised that they have 
not yet made a proactive announcement of any change to referrals 
pathways and no announcement is now likely to be made until tomorrow, 
Tues 13 August. 
 

SG lines cleared by officials and SpAds – awaiting Health Sec 
clearance  
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“We welcome the work NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde are doing 
on referral pathways into their adult and young people’s gender 
services - bringing them in line with the other gender identity clinics 
in Scotland. 
 
“As a result, these services will no longer accept self-referrals and 
will require a referral from a clinician, for instance a GP, to access 
the services. This change will ensure both services have any 
clinical information they need prior to a patient's first appointment 
and the referring clinician will also be able to make sure that the 
person referred receives care for any other health problem they 
may face. 
 
“Anyone already on the waiting list for either of these services, 
whether they were referred by a clinician or self-referred, will not 
be impacted by this change.”  
 
Background 
Decisions about local clinical pathways should be made via 
existing local governance structures and processes in Health 
Boards. 
 
These changes apply to the referral process for the NHS Greater 
Glasgow and Clyde’s Sandyford Young Person Gender Service 
and the Adult Gender Service for the West of Scotland and bring 
these services in line with other gender identity clinics in Scotland, 
all of which already require referral from a clinician to access 
services.  
 
This change to referral to the Young People’s Gender Service is 
also in line with the report from the Chief Medical Officer’s 
Multidisciplinary Team on the implications for Scotland of the Cass 
review recommendations. That report recommended that access 
to young people’s gender identity services should be through 



clinician referral as is the case for other child or adolescent 
specialist services. 

 
GMS STORY - New licensing scheme in place for grouse shooting  
For the first time, a licensing scheme is in place for the start of the 
annual grouse shooting season. The move is part of the Scottish 
Government’s new Wildlife Management and Muirburn Act. 
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  

 

“The Wildlife Management and Muirburn (Scotland) Act 2024 is a 
significant step in our wider journey to ensure Scotland’s 
environment is managed sustainably. 

“We have struck the right balance between improving animal 
welfare, supporting rural businesses and reinforcing a zero 
tolerance approach to raptor persecution and wildlife crime.” 

“The Act allows for the use of certain traps for legitimate predator 
control, but only under licence which includes the requirement that 
the practitioner has undergone specific training to ensure trapping 
adheres to high standards of animal welfare.  

On glue traps 

 

“The Wildlife Management and Muirburn (Scotland) Act 2024, 
which was passed by Parliament in March 2024 included banning 
the use, possession and sale of rodent glue traps. 

 

“We will continue to engage with the UK Government in regard to 
the Internal Market Act.” 

 

GMS STORY - Call for better disabled access on Orkney’s ferries  



Concerns are being raised about disabled access on Orkney’s inter-
island ferries. Seen as a lifeline service, most of the fleet was built in the 
early 1990s before disability access legislation was introduced. 
 

A Transport Scotland spokesperson said: 
 
“The Scottish Government recognises the challenge for local 
authorities that have responsibility for ferries, and we have 
provided £220 million since 2018-19 to support the running of 
those services, including £87.7m to Orkney Islands Council. Last 
year, Ministers successfully maintained over £41m support for 
2024-25 in the midst of a very challenging financial situation.  
 
“We are aware of the growing need for local authorities to replace 
ferry fleets and infrastructure, and while responsibility for funding 
the work to replace these vessels remains wholly with the councils, 
we will continue to engage with them. We remain committed to the 
Orkney Ferry Replacement Task Force and supporting the Council 
to develop a robust business case. During the meeting of the 
Orkney Task Force in November 2023, Ministers agreed in 
principle to fund further development of the business case. The 
next meeting of the Task Force will be on 2nd October.” 
 

GMS STORY – Pothole damage top concern for drivers, says RAC  
Research from the RAC suggests conditions of local roads across the 
UK has become the biggest worry for drivers. The motoring group says 
motorists are more concerned about potholes than the cost of insurance 
or fuel. They want governments to do something differently to tackle the 
problem. 
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
 
“Maintenance of the local road network is the responsibility of local 
authorities and it is up to individual local authorities to manage 
their day to day decision making and allocate the total financial 
resources available to them on the basis of local needs and 
priorities. 
 
"We recognise the crucial role councils and their employees play in 
communities across Scotland. That’s why this year the Scottish 
Government has made available over £14 billion to local councils – 
a real-terms increase of 2.5% compared with the previous year.” 

 



GMS STORY – Government urged to adopt domestic abusers’ 
register  
The Scottish Government is being urged to confront the rising tide of 
domestic abuse. Leading King’s Counsel Thomas Ross is calling on 
ministers to mirror the approach that’s being taken to tackling sex 
offenders by introducing a register of abusers to deter them from 
targeting their partners. It comes after data suggests Police Scotland 
record seven such incidents every hour. 
 

Justice Secretary Angela Constance said: 
 
“We keep the law under continual review and are always willing to 
explore any options to reduce crime and reoffending. As such, we 
would be keen to understand the detail of this and similar 
proposals, and how they would interact with existing measures, 
like the Disclosure Scheme for Domestic Abuse Scotland 
(DSDAS), to be able to give it due consideration. 
 
“DSDAS gives people the right to ask about the background of 
their partner and also gives Police Scotland the power to tell 
people that they may be at risk, even if this has not been asked 
for.” 
 
Background 
There are also Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements 
(MAPPA) in Scotland, which operate differently, for those 
individuals subject to MAPPA who are not registered sex offenders 
but are classed as ‘Other Risk of Serious Harm’ individuals, their 
entry into MAPPA is predicated on the risk of serious harm they 
present and not on the specific offence committed or even on a 
requirement to have received a custodial sentence regardless of 
length. An individual convicted of coercive and controlling 
behaviour can be subject to MAPPA in Scotland, depending on 
their level of risk of serious harm. 
 
It is the case that a person convicted of domestic abuse in 
Scotland is not routinely added to ViSOR. However, they are 
added to ViSOR if they are subject to MAPPA. 

 
GMS STORY – Crofting consultation 
The Scottish Government is currently consulting on changes to the 
complex laws around crofting to try to make it easier to get a croft and 
harder to neglect one. 



 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said : 
 
“The Crofting Consultation 2024, proposals on crofting law reform, 
was launched on 6 June 2024 and closes on 2 September. As part 
of the consultation, Scottish Government officials have held 11 
public events throughout the crofting counties during July, with the 
last 4 events due to take place in the Western Isles, week 
commencing 12 August.  
 
“The Scottish Government understands how important crofting is to 
our rural Scotland and its communities, and is determined to ensure 
that it has the legislation to support its sustainability and for it to 
prosper for future generations. We encourage all crofters to respond 
to the consultation before it closes on 2 September.” 

 
Daily Record front page – AMBULANCE PATIENTS FACING 
DEADLY DELAYS 
Half of all paramedics have witnessed ward wait tragedies, reports the 
paper, as a Unite Union’s Derek Thomson says that workers are faced 
with “unacceptable and unprecedented challenges”. 
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
 
“Patient safety is our top priority and the Scottish Ambulance 
Service continues to maintain a fast response to our most critically 
unwell patients. 
 
“We also recognise the pressure felt by ambulance staff and we 
are grateful for their vital contribution in the face of sustained 
demand. 
 
“Despite increased levels of calls, and the geographical challenges 
posed in some rural areas, crews across Scotland responded to 
the highest priority calls in a median time of 6 minutes 40 
seconds according to the latest figures. 
 
“SAS continue to divert cases away from A&E by safely triaging 
patients within their community wherever possible. We are also 
working with Health Boards and the Scottish Ambulance Service to 
implement Handover Principles to help improve patient flow and 
reduce delays, helping ambulances to get back out to patients 
more quickly.” 



 
Daily Mail front page – SCOTS FORCED TO BUY VITAL DRUGS ON 
BLACK MARKET 
Paper reports that authorities in Scotland seized thousands of doses of 
breast cancer drug tamoxifen last year as doctors warn patients that 
treating themselves at home with medicines bought on the web risks 
harm. 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

“We are continuing to engage with the UK Government on this, as 

medicine supply is a reserved issue. We are also working with all 

relevant stakeholders to try to manage these issues and offer 

advice to healthcare professionals about suitable alternatives. 

“The global shortages of certain medicines will have an impact on 

those reliant on these treatments, and the medical and pharmacy 

teams caring for them. The current shortages, which are being 

experienced across the UK, are mainly caused by a combination 

of manufacturing issues and an increase in global demand, and 

we are working to ensure they are resolved as quickly as 

possible. 

“The NHS has robust systems in place to manage medicine 

shortages when they arise, and anyone affected by this should 

speak to their doctor or pharmacist in the first instance.”  

Daily Express front page DISASTROUS £6M MOBILES IN PRISONS 
SCHEME WAS CHAOS 
Story based on a SPS EHRIA which was issued back in July. 
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
 
“The issuing of mobile phones to prisoners was introduced during 
the pandemic to maintain essential contact while visiting was 
restricted, and has since been ended.” 

 
A Scottish Prison Service spokesperson said:  
 
“During the Covid pandemic, we introduced prison-issued mobile 
phones to support family contact, including with children, to aid the 
mental health and wellbeing of those in our care and their loved 
ones. 



 
“The progression to in cell telephony last year has meant that  

 
Daily Record, PA: Labour claims of a two-tier healthcare system  
Story based on an FOI which shows “record numbers of Scots are now 
relying on private health and dental care.”  
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“We are determined to improve services for those living with 
chronic painful conditions. Latest stats show arthroplasty (joint 
replacement) operations continue to improve towards pre-
pandemic levels. We know that many patients still face 
unacceptable long waits – that is why our initial extra investment of 
£30 million is targeting reductions to national backlogs that built up 
through the pandemic. This is all part of our programme to tackle 
waiting times, including waiting lists for orthopaedic treatment, and 
is supporting targeted action across a number of specialties.  
 
“We are also improving access to NHS dentistry, and have 
implemented significant NHS dental payment reform following 
extensive discussion with the sector. This has been well-received, 
with one million patients seen by an NHS dentist in the first three 
months of 2024, and we continue to work closely with NHS Boards 
in areas where access is proving more challenging.”  

 
BBC Scotland: Will Scotland host the next Commonwealth Games?  
Asked to respond to rumours at the Olympic village and on Twitter that 
Scotland has decided to host the next games.  

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  

"The Commonwealth Games Federation has confirmed it is 
seeking to reset and reframe the Games. This process is ongoing 
and we continue to engage with Commonwealth Games Scotland 
on their proposal.”  
 

Daily Express: Cost of Humza Yousaf car and air travel to London  
An FOI shows a two-day trip by FFM to London cost £6,000 including 
£1,000 for airport services and £1,500 for chauffeur service.  
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 



“Travel is an essential part of Government business and allows 
Ministers and officials to promote Scotland, build relationships and 
boost investment.  
 
"We continually look for ways to minimise the use of cars for 
official journeys, for example by car sharing and, where practical to 
do so, Ministers also use public transport or walk to their 
engagements. This is not always practical if it is necessary for 
them to carry out sensitive government business during their 
journey.”  
   

Daily Express: Humza Yousaf and Nicola Sturgeon first ministerial 
travel  
An FOI shows FFM and FFFM travelled more than 35,000 miles by air in 
two years. The Conservatives have described this as climate “hypocrisy” 
while they “continued to make a scapegoat of our oil and gas sector”.  
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“Travel is an essential part of Government business and allows 
Ministers and officials to promote Scotland, build relationships and 
boost investment.  
 
“All travel costs are in accordance with travel and subsistence 
policies to ensure we deliver the best value for money possible for 
the Scottish taxpayer.”  

 
Daily Mail: Russell Findlay - Behaviour in schools and “curriculum 
for aspiration”  
Russell Finlay MSP has published proposals to improve standards in 
schools including “a new Curriculum for Aspiration that values 
knowledge, encourages wider subject choice, includes more learning on 
practical life skills, and omits ideological issues.” He also criticises the 
Scottish Government’s record on behaviour in schools and set out ways 
he would “tackle classroom misconduct by excluding disruptive pupils to 
specialist behaviour bases”.  
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“The Scottish Government is investing record levels in the 
education system, with £4.8 billion allocated for 2024-25, to ensure 
all children and young people can reach their full educational 
potential.  



 
“Violence and abusive behaviour towards pupils or staff is 
completely unacceptable. Schools should have policies in place 
which determine clearly what action should be taken to address 
challenging behaviour and bullying. The existing policy framework, 
including the national policy on exclusion, does not prevent the use 
of consequences.   
 
“The Scottish Government is aware of the changes in behaviour in 
Scotland’s schools since the pandemic, which is why the 
Education Secretary held a series of summits focused on 
behaviour, published the Behaviour in Scottish Schools Research 
(BISSR) last year and will publish a joint action plan with COSLA 
on relationships and behaviour.  
 
“The Scottish Government will shortly publish new Mobile Phones 
Guidance. As a starting point for this guidance, our position is 
head teachers should be empowered to take any action they deem 
necessary, including banning mobile phone use.”  

 
PA: Follow up to Herald EIS opinion piece on underinvestment in 
education  
The EIS are highlighting the impact of the digital divide on attainment, 
saying that SG haven’t provided enough support or funding for schools.  
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 
“The Scottish Government is already investing record levels in the 
education system, with the Education and Skills budget growing to 
over £4.8 billion for 2024-25, despite facing the most difficult 
financial circumstances since devolution.  
 
“Any calls for additional investment must be seen in the context of 
the wider constraints on public finances. However, if a net increase 
in consequentials is forthcoming as a result of changes in schools 
spending by the UK Government, we would seek to make that 
available to improve education outcomes in Scotland. Scottish 
Government officials are liaising with UK counterparts to seek 
clarity on the overall funding position.  
 
“We are also offering local authorities £145.5 million this year to 
protect teacher numbers, supporting children and young people’s 
education.  



 
“Spending on additional support for learning reached a record high 
of £926 million in the latest available figures [2022-23] to help 
address growing demand in this area.  
 
“At least 280,000 devices have been distributed to young people 
across Scotland according to the latest available figures.”  
   

Press Association - digitally excluded people seeking advice from 
Citizen’s Advice Scotland  
SG response to Citizens Advice Scotland news release, which says 
there has been a 60% increase in digitally excluded people seeking 
advice. Mr McKee is taking part in an event on 16 August to announce 
Scotland’s Digital Inclusion Charter.  
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  
 

“Digital technologies are transforming the way in which people live 
their lives across Scotland. They are helping to deliver better 
outcomes for people and provide significant opportunities to 
improve our essential public services.  
 
“We do not want anyone to be left behind in the digital age and are 
striving to make Scotland a fully digitally inclusive nation in which 
our digital and data infrastructure is available to everyone. Our 
National Digital Strategy sets out the measures we are taking to 
support the most vulnerable and digitally excluded people in 
Scotland to access technology, understand its benefits and 
limitations and develop the skills they need to stay safe online.”  
 
“The Digital Participation Charter Fund invests in community digital 
inclusion projects across Scotland, with a focus on digital skills. It 
provides small grants to help a range of organisations tackle 
poverty, social isolation, and other forms of inequality in society 
through embedding digital upskilling in day-to-day activities.”  

 
The Scotsman reported that SNP has delayed its flagship climate 
strategy amidst broken promises.  
 
Why SNP has further delayed flagship climate change strategy amid 
'broken promise' accusation (scotsman.com)  
 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:  



 
“Our commitment to ending Scotland’s contribution to global 
emissions as soon as possible, and by 2045 at the latest, is 
unwavering.  
 
“The upcoming Bill will amend the current deadline to finalise the 
next Climate Change Plan in order to align with the timescale for 
carbon budgets. We have been clear, and have proactively 
published, that the next Plan will be brought forward as soon as 
practicable after the carbon budget levels are set through 
secondary legislation. This is a logical step given the need to have 
the right legislative framework in place with which to align our 
policies.”  
 

BBC Radio 4 questions on Scottish Education following on from Ms 
Gilruth’s interview in the Sunday Times.  
Questions put to SG were:  
1. Would you be able to tell me if the story in the Sunday Times is 
correct that the National 5 exams won’t be scrapped? Would you be able 
to tell me if any exams are set to go?  
2. I also believe a response to the Hayward report/the coming reform is 
set to come in the next week. Is that right? If not would you be able to 
confirm when it’s likely to be made?  
3. There has been some criticism of the curriculum in Scotland following 
the exam results from both Barry Black in The Herald and Alex Massie in 
The Times. Is there a statement on CfE’s future?  
4. And would you be able to clarify when SQA’s replacement will be up 
and running?  

Scottish Government informational response:  

1. The Education Secretary will provide an update to 
Parliament following the Summer recess, in response to the 
recommendations made to the Scottish Government from the 
independent review of qualifications and assessment.  
2. See above - please note the date that Parliament returns in 
Scotland is not until 3rd of September. Parliamentary business 
is subject to the agreement of Parliament.  
3. The OECD’s independent report ‘Curriculum For Excellence: 
Into The Future’ (June 2021) found wide support for Curriculum 
for Excellence, showing that Scotland’s education remains on 
the right track. The Curriculum Improvement Cycle, as 
announced last year, is underway and will establish a 



systematic approach to ensuring the curriculum in Scotland 
remains relevant, forward looking, clarifies the role of 
knowledge and ultimately supports high quality teaching, 
learning and progression.  
4. Qualifications Scotland should be operational from autumn 
2025 subject to parliamentary process. The creation of 
Qualifications Scotland, alongside other reforms, will bring 
about real change and help strengthen the national education 
landscape.  
5. The recently published Education (Scotland) Bill provides a 
framework that will shape the identity and focus of 
Qualifications Scotland.  

 
 
_____________ 
[REDACTED] 
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BRIEFING FOR THE FIRST MINISTER 

 

First Minister Visit to RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) Maternal Vaccination Clinic 

 

Monday 12 August 2024 

 

Key message • To increase awareness of the two new Respiratory syncytial 

(pronounced: sin-sit-ial) virus (RSV) vaccination programmes, 

with a particular focus on pregnant women. There is also an 

older adult RSV programme. 

• To increase awareness of the RSV virus and the risks associated 

with it, especially for newborn babies. 

• To highlight the general importance of vaccination, especially in 

pregnant women and children, to protect people from vaccine 

preventable diseases. 

• Given the worldwide resurgence of some vaccine preventable 

diseases, such as measles, vaccination is more important than 

ever to safeguard public health and protect children from 

serious illness. 

 

What First Minister will attend the vaccination clinic at The Hub 

Community Centre in Clydebank on the launch day of the new RSV 

vaccination programmes, to meet with a pregnant woman and an 

older adult, receiving the vaccine. He will also meet with staff, 

including a midwife, before speaking to the media.  

 

Why This visit from the First Minister is an opportunity to increase 

awareness of RSV and the new vaccination programmes, as well as 

highlighting the importance of vaccination to protecting public 

health and ensuring healthy childhoods. It was proposed by policy 

officials in conjunction with Public Health Scotland (PHS) to 

highlight the ongoing importance of vaccination. 

  

Who Attendees: 

Public Health Scotland 

1. Dr Sam Ghebrehewet (pronounced Geb-reh-hew-et) 

2. [REDACTED Section 38] 

3. [REDACTED Section 38] 

4. [REDACTED Section 38] 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

5. [REDACTED Section 38] 

6. [REDACTED Section 38] 

7. [REDACTED Section 38] 

8. [REDACTED Section 38] 

9. [REDACTED Section 38] 

10. [REDACTED Section 38] 
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11. [REDACTED Section 38] 

12. [REDACTED Section 38] 

Patients 

13. [REDACTED Section 38] 

14. [REDACTED Section 38] 

Scottish Government 

15. [REDACTED Section 38] 

16. [REDACTED Section 38] 

17. [REDACTED Section 38] 

18. [REDACTED Section 38] 

19. [REDACTED Section 38] 

20. [REDACTED Section 38] 

21. [REDACTED Section 38] 

22. [REDACTED Section 38] 

 

Where The Hub Community Centre, 405 Kilbowie Road, Clydebank, G81 

2TX 

When 15:15 to 16:15 

Likely themes 1. What is RSV? 

2. Why getting vaccinated against RSV is important  

3. Eligibility for the RSV programmes 

4. When people will be called forward for vaccination  

5. Importance of taking up vaccinations in pregnancy   

Media  Broadcast media outlets will be invited to attend the visit. 

Communications advice will follow separately.  

Supporting 

official 

[REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] 

 

Attached 

documents 

• Summary including agenda 

• Briefing: 

o Annex A: Scottish Vaccination and Immunisation 

Programme (SVIP) 

o Annex B: NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde 

o Annex C: Briefing on RSV 

o Annex D: Likely topics to be raised in relation to other 

vaccinations in pregnancy & declines in childhood 

immunisations & lines  

o Annex E: Biographies  
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Summary  

Agenda 

15:15 First Minister arrives 

15:15 – 15:20 Introductions (First Minister to be greeted by [REDACTED Section 38] 

15:20 – 15:40 FM views vaccination clinic and speaks to those receiving vaccination and staff 

15:40 – 16:10 Media activity 

16:15 First Minister departs 

Diary engagement 

• Policy: FM visit would attract good levels of media attention for both the new RSV programmes 

and the importance of vaccination generally. Despite the health risks, RSV is not a widely known 

virus and media attention will enhance understanding and awareness for the public. There is no 

paid for marketing for the programme, so maximum media coverage is key to highlighting the 

importance of vaccination. 

• Stakeholder: Visit was proposed by SG policy officials and PHS. GG&C identified as suitable 

Health Board due to other FM diary commitments. 

• Spads suggestion: X 

• FM Comms: X - To encourage vaccination and inform public of seriousness of RSV. £4.2M SG 

investment in RSV vaccine provision. Programme’s role in reducing winter pressures on the NHS. 

Expectations / desired outcomes 

• SG Vaccine Policy: Increased awareness of programmes and health benefits, leading to 

increased vaccination uptake, driven by national and local media pick up. Demonstrate SG’s 

commitment to investing in preventative public health.  

• Stakeholder: PHS and GG&C to use media coverage to promote the programme via their own 

channels, in the hope of increasing programme recognition and uptake.  

Recent engagement 

• While there have been no recent engagements with NHS GG&C specifically, the First Minister, 

Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care and Minister for Public Health and Women’s health 

continue to work closely with Health Boards on issues relating to vaccination. Cab Sec has been 

closely engaged on issues related to vaccination delivery in NHS Highland [REDACTED Section 

36(2)] 

Sensitivities 

Declining rates of childhood and pregnancy vaccine uptake: There has been a global trend of 

declining childhood immunisation rates over the past decade and that is also being seen in Scotland. 

We are also seeing a reduction in uptake of vaccination in pregnancy. This is thrown into sharp focus 

by the global re-emergence of measles, and the recent increase in pertussis cases in Scotland. 

Lines to take: 

• There has been a noticeable decline in the uptake of childhood vaccines and vaccines among 

pregnant women in Scotland. This, combined with the rise in cases of diseases like measles and 

whooping cough, makes it even more important to ensure that you and your baby are protected. 

• I encourage pregnant women to speak to their midwife if they have questions about vaccination. 

Getting vaccinated protects both the mother and unborn baby, ensuring the health and safety 

of infants. 
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Annex A: Scottish Vaccination and Immunisation Programme (SVIP) 

SVIP is a partnership between Public Health Scotland (PHS), Health Boards and the Scottish 

Government that seeks to improve efficiency, effectiveness and sustainability of vaccination and 

immunisation services. PHS have responsibility for operational oversight & programme support, 

governance, improvement and communications. SG retains responsibility for policy, finance and 

performance management.  

 

Immunisation is our largest co-ordinated public health programme, and as a public health 

intervention, it is globally recognised as being second only to clean water in terms of its 

transformative impact. The Scottish Government’s position is clear - it is important that vaccines 

are given on time to those eligible to protect them from vaccine-preventable diseases, 

safeguarding present and future health and wellbeing. Through SVIP, SG, Boards and PHS will 

support increased uptake wherever possible.  

 

[REDCATED Section 29(1)(a)] 

 

Sensitivities:  

 

Resourcing challenges: The vaccination landscape is challenging for both PHS and the territorial 

Health Boards. This financial year they are being asked to deliver a larger series of vaccination 

programmes within existing resources. We continue to work with PHS and the Boards to make 

savings, efficiencies and improvements, alongside innovations, to help them deliver the best 

services possible.  

Improvement to Vaccination Digital Systems: Progress on vaccination digital improvement work 

has been slow (partly due to complexities, partly due to resources) and there are concerns across 

stakeholder groups about the pace of change and the funding available. Some Health Boards are 

frustrated by this slow progress and see the current situation as a risk to delivering vaccine safety.  

 

Lines to take:  

• It is vital that we continue to develop the most effective vaccination programmes we can. I 

know the pressures on resources, and we will continue to work with Health Boards to find 

sustainable ways to make the most efficient use of resources. 

• I understand the difficulties faced with the current vaccination digital systems and we are 

committed to working together to find a solution that benefits all.  

• I understand the value of advancing our digital infrastructure for vaccination services aiming to 

enhance efficiency, accuracy and accessibility for immunisations. 
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Annex B: NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde  
 

Vaccine uptake rates 

 

Vaccine uptake rates in GG&C remain high, in line with national averages and meeting our 

expected levels. However, we are aware that there has been a slight decrease in uptake compared 

with previous years, a trend which has been observed globally. We have no particular concern 

about uptake across any of the programmes, although we continue to drive ongoing 

improvement, address health inequalities and sustainable uptake rates across the whole of SVIP. 

The most recent PHS statistics on uptake of vaccines indicate an increasing gap between the most 

and least deprived areas across Scotland. For example, within GG&C, the deprivation gap in uptake 

of the first dose of the MMR vaccine (protecting against measles, mumps and rubella) by 24 

months of age is 7% (96.7% SIMD 5 vs  89.7% in SIMD 1). 

 

Primary and Booster Immunisation Uptake Rates by 24 months of age  

(1 January to 31 March 2024) 

 Uptake (%) 

NHS Board/Region 6-in-1 MMR1  Hib/Men C PCVB MenB (booster) 

Greater Glasgow and 

Clyde 

96.4 

 

92.2 

 

92.7 

 

92.6 

 

91.8 

 

Scotland (average) 95.9 92.6 92.9 92.7 92.3 

 

 

Sensitivities  

 

Financial Constraints: Although SG is investing £4.2M into RSV vaccine procurement, Boards, 

including GG&C, have not been given additional financial resource to deliver the programme. They 

are expected to deliver through their annual vaccination allocation. [REDACTED Section 30(b)(i)]  

Lines to take:  

• Vaccination is one of the most cost-effective public health interventions to safeguard present 

and future health and wellbeing, second only to clean water. High uptake of vaccines can help 

reduce system pressures and we will continue to work with Health boards to support the most 

effective delivery within the current financial constraints.  

• Even though our budgets are under severe pressure, I know the value of investing in the NHS. In 

2024-25, NHS frontline Boards will receive increased investment of almost £550m (4.3%) - a real 

terms increase of almost 3% - with NHS GG&C seeing £93.8 million of increased investment. 

• We will continue to work with all Health Boards to address financial and operational pressures 

across the system, to support recovery and reform and delivery of financially, environmentally 

and socially sustainable health and care services for the people of Scotland. 

 

NHS System Pressures 

Lines to take: 

• I fully recognise the significant, ongoing pressures on the NHS; and that some Health Boards 

have had to take necessary steps to protect emergency and urgent care. 
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• Covid backlogs, delayed discharges and Brexit-related staff shortages have compounded the 

pressures on already stretched services. 

• I would want to repeat my thanks to all health and social care staff for their incredible, ongoing 

efforts during these challenging times.  

• Preventative health programmes, such as the RSV, flu and Covid-19 vaccination programmes can 

help reduce and relieve such pressures through reducing admissions for respiratory illnesses, 

especially during the winter period. That is why it is so important that we continue to offer 

vaccinations that protect people and that they can get them without barriers or delays. 

 

Out of hours (OOH) Primary Care Services (Inverclyde): NHS GG&C has approved the 

recommendation to move from an interim to a permanent OOH model, with weekend and public 

holiday availability for Inverclyde. There has been considerable local political and press interest in 

relation to this service and calls to reinstate a full 7-day local service.  

Lines to take: 

• This is ultimately a matter for NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde and we note that their decision has 

been informed by extensive public consultation.  

• I understand that the Health Board has carefully considered all the representations received during 

the consultation, alongside data on local capacity and demand. 

• The Health Board has agreed an increase in availability to include Sundays. This means the service 

will now be available at weekends from 10 am to 4 pm, and on public holidays from 8am-8pm. 
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Annex C: Briefing on RSV 

 
Top Lines: 

• Vaccination is one of our most cost-effective public health interventions to safeguard present 

and future health and wellbeing, second only to clean water.  

• Vaccinations play a crucial role in protecting public health in Scotland, preventing the spread of 

infectious vaccine-preventable diseases and safeguarding our population and our NHS. 

• We strongly encourage pregnant women to come forward for this RSV vaccine, as it provides 

the best protection for your baby against the virus.  

• We also urge older adults to get the RSV vaccine this autumn, as it offers the best protection 

during the winter period. Vaccination is being offered to all those turning 75, with a catch-up 

program for those aged 75 to 80, as this age group is most at risk. 

 

What is Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)? 

• Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) is a common respiratory virus that usually causes mild, cold-like 

symptoms, but the severity of illness can vary.  

• For infants, RSV can cause bronchiolitis, an inflammation of the small airways of the lung, which 

can be serious and cause death.  

• RSV is one of the leading causes of hospitalisation in the first year of life, leading to pressure on 

the NHS, particularly within paediatric intensive care units.  

• RSV is a major cause of infant mortality globally, and results in 20 to 30 UK deaths per year. 

• After infants, older adults are most likely to experience severe complications from RSV that may 

require hospitalisation.  

 

Why is it important for people to come forward for RSV vaccination? 

• For many people RSV is mild illness with cold-like symptoms, but for some it can cause severe 

illnesses such as pneumonia and bronchiolitis, leading to hospitalisation.    

• In 2022 alone, there were over 1,000 cases of RSV recorded in adults aged 75 and over in 

Scotland, with more than half having to spend time in hospital. 

• Last year over 1,500 children aged under one were hospitalised with the virus. 

• Getting vaccinated will protect older people and infants and significantly reduce pressure on the 

NHS, especially over the winter period, by reducing the number of people presenting at hospitals, 

GPs and pharmacies for RSV. 

 

Who is eligible for RSV vaccination this autumn and when 

• Pregnant women will be offered vaccination from 28 weeks into their pregnancy. This will be a 

year round continuous offer, delivered predominantly through routine antenatal care.  

• Those turning 75 within 12 months of 01 August 2024, will be offered at vaccination clinics 

throughout August and September and appointment letters have already started to land. 

• A catch up programme for those aged 75 to 80 as of 01 August 2024 will also be offered at 

vaccination clinics throughout August and September. 
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SG, PHS and Boards are receiving complaints from citizens aged over 80, as to why they are 

not eligible this autumn.  

Lines to take: 

• We recognise that some people may be disappointed that they are not included in the older 

adult RSV vaccine programme this year. 

• The eligibility of the programme is based on the advice of the Joint Committee on Vaccination 

and Immunisation (JCVI), who have recommended a routine programme for those turning 75 

years old and a one off catch up programme for adults aged 75-79 years old.  

• It may be that in time more people may become eligible and the JCVI advise that any future 

expansions will be guided by emerging real-world evidence on duration of vaccine protection 

and the impact they have on reducing cases of RSV in the UK.  

 

Why is Scotland launching before the other UK nations? 

• The RSV season typically starts in October, peaking in December, so it makes sense to complete 

the programme as soon as possible, to give people the best protection.  

• How we deliver vaccines in Scotland is different to the rest of the UK, as we deliver through our 

Health Boards, while other nations use more of a GP-based model. 

• Our Boards are also going to be exceptionally busy delivering the Flu and Covid-19 vaccination 

winter programme from September to December, so it was felt that a concerted effort to 

complete RSV in August and September would be the most efficient and clinically sensible 

option.  

 

Is this a new vaccine and is it safe? 

• The UK Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) is responsible for 

medicine licences and it only grants approval to vaccines following rigorous reviews of the safety, 

quality and effectiveness. 

• The Abrysvo vaccine was licensed for use in the UK by the MHRA in November 2023. 

• Patient information leaflets, with information on any side effects of the vaccine can be found on 

NHS Inform and will be given to you at your RSV vaccination appointment.  

• This vaccine has already been deployed in the US, with over 3 million doses given in the first 

season of use. 

 

What happens if people cannot attend their appointment in August and September? 

• There will be limited capacity for rescheduling appointments beyond the end of September due 

to the overlap with the upcoming seasonal flu and Covid-19 vaccination programme.  

• Some Boards may be able to fit in appointments, but this is not guaranteed and will depend on 

how busy their flu and Covid-19 clinics are.  

• If they cannot accommodate you in the late autumn, they may look to schedule you in late 2024 

or even into early 2025. 

 

 

 



9 
 

Annex D: Likely topics to be raised in relation to other vaccinations in 

pregnancy & declines in childhood immunisations 

 

Top lines: 

• Vaccination is one of our most cost-effective public health interventions to safeguard present 

and future health and wellbeing, second only to clean water.  

• Vaccinations play a such a crucial role in protecting public health in Scotland, preventing the 

spread of infectious vaccine-preventable diseases and safeguarding our population and our NHS. 

• There has been a noticeable decline in the uptake of childhood vaccines and vaccines among 

pregnant women in Scotland. This, combined with the rise in cases of diseases like measles and 

whooping cough, makes it even more important to ensure that you and your baby are protected. 

• Pregnant woman are encouraged to speak to their midwife if they have questions about 

vaccination. Getting vaccinated protects both the mother and unborn baby, ensuring the health 

and safety of infants. 

• Once your baby is born, they will be automatically offered a series of routine vaccinations 

throughout their childhood, providing comprehensive and long lasting protection against a 

range of diseases. Ask your health visitor or GP about the benefits of vaccination.   

 

Rising cases of whooping cough (Pertussis) 

 

To note: [REDACTED Section 36(2)] 

 

• Whooping cough is circulating in Scotland and cases are rising, with 5812 confirmed cases in 

2024. 

• Whooping cough can cause severe illness and death, particularly in young unimmunised children, 

with babies under one year of age most at risk. 

• The pertussis vaccine is offered to pregnant women to help protect their baby against the virus. 

• The immunity young infants will receive from the mother, although very important in the first 

few weeks of life, provides only short term protection. 

• Therefore, it is important that infants are vaccinated as part of the routine childhood schedule in 

order to provide longer term protection against whooping cough, as well as providing vital 

protection against other vaccine-preventable diseases through the ‘6-in-1’ vaccine. 

• Pregnant women are encouraged to speak to their midwife as soon as possible about getting 

their whooping cough vaccination.  

 

Declining Rates of Childhood Vaccine Uptake 

• Childhood immunisation uptake rates in Scotland have historically been high, with 

approximately 95% of children receiving most routine vaccinations by 12 months of age. 

• However, a global trend of declining childhood immunisation rates has been observed over the 

past decade and this is also being seen in Scotland to some extent.  

• Reversing this trend is a key focus of SVIP. 

 

 

Measles 
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• The importance of childhood immunisations has been thrown into sharp focus by the global re-

emergence of measles and as of 8 August there have been 16 cases of measles in Scotland in 

2024.   

• As well as the impact on the individuals affected, these vaccine preventable diseases have a 

significant impact on our NHS.   

 

Teenage immunisations 

• We have also seen declines in coverage of teenage immunisations and the most recent PHS 

statistics (for the school year 2022/23) show that there is a significant gap in vaccine coverage 

between the least and most deprived areas.  

• PHS is working with Health Boards, including through the chat.sign.protect marketing campaign 

and through sharing of good practice, to improve uptake.  

• PHS works with Health Boards during regular improvement calls to target vaccine delivery in 

those areas of deprivation and communities where uptake is lower, across all programmes.  
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Annex E: Biographies  
 

Biographies 

 

PHS  

 

Dr Sam Ghebrehewet  

PHS Head of Vaccination & Immunisation Division 

 

Sam was appointed by PHS in October 2023. He has held senior roles in 

UK health protection the most recent one being UKHSA’s Norwest 

Regional Deputy Director of Health Protection. 

 

Sam is a Medical Doctor, and prior to coming to the UK, worked as a GP 

and Regional Director of Public Health Programmes in Western Ethiopia. 

He is the founder and principal editor of the first textbook in health 

protection “Health Protection: Principles and Practice”. 

 

[REDACTED Section 

38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] 

 

[REDACTED Section 38] has worked in a variety of roles involving 

communications and marketing within the NHS in Scotland over the past 

18 years, and now leads the Communications and Engagement team at 

PHS. 

 

[REDACTED Section 

38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] is a CIPR Chartered communications professional 

who has worked mainly in public sector communications, including North 

Lanarkshire Council and the NHS, for 34 years. She works in the 

Communications team at PHS. 

 

[REDACTED Section 

38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] 

 

[REDACTED Section 38] is a professional photographer who carries out a 

range of photography shoots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NHS GG&C  
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[REDACTED Section 

38] 
[REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] is the Director of Public Health in NHS GG&C and has 

been a consultant in public health since 2004, having had a background 

in hospital medicine. She trained in public health in West of Scotland, at 

the NHS National Services Scotland and NHS Quality Improvement 

Scotland.  

 

[REDACTED Section 38] has had various specialist interests in public health 

including health policy, clinical services strategy and population screening 

programmes and lead work to tackle population harm caused by drugs 

and alcohol. 

 

Between 2009 and 2015, she led the Public Health profession in Scotland 

in the role of Convenor of the Faculty of Public Health Committee in 

Scotland. 

 

[REDACTED Section 

38] 
[REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] joined the NHS in 2020 to be the Service Manager 

for Test and Protect and moved over to vaccinations in 2021.  

 

[REDACTED Section 

38] 
[REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38]is a midwife who has worked in the NHS for 17 

years. [REDACTED Section 38] joined the team at Inverclyde Maternity unit 

in 2022 as their Senior Charge Midwife 

 

[REDACTED Section 

38] 
[REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38]qualified as a midwife in 2022 and has recently 

joined the team at Inverclyde Maternity Unit. [REDACTED Section 38] is the 

Midwife for maternal patient [REDACTED Section 38] and will administer 

the RSV vaccine during the visit.  

 

[REDACTED Section 

38] 
[REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38]is a trained Nurse and Midwife and has worked 

across numerous settings with the NHS over the past 35 

years.  [REDACTED Section 38] joined the immunisation programme in July 

2021 as Programme Manager.  
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 [REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] has 25 years’ experience as a Registered Nurse 

working within the NHS spanning a number of specialities, including 

Medical/Surgical and International Nursing.  [REDACTED Section 38] 

joined Immunisations in 2020 to begin Covid  vaccinating in nursing homes 

and has also worked for Pre 5 Imms.  

 

 [REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] qualified as a nurse in 2012. She has worked as a 

community nurse in the District Nursing Team & treatment rooms until 

coming to the immunisation service in November 2022. 

 

 [REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] currently works as one of the Clinical Leads within 

the Immunisation Delivery Team. He previously held positions as a Health 

Care Support Worker, Vaccinator and Staff Nurse. He is a  Registered Nurse 

with a background in Critical Care nursing.  

 

 

Patients 

 

 [REDACTED Section 38] [REDACTED Section 38] will be 34 weeks and 4 

days pregnant at the time of her vaccination. [REDACTED Section 38] has 

no children previous, however she had an early miscarriage in 2023. She 

may therefore refer to this as her second pregnancy.  

 

 [REDACTED Section 38] 

[REDACTED Section 38] is a resident of Clydebank. 

 

 

 

 

 



FM attending Hub community centre with Sam G 
 
RSV programme overall, particular focus on maternal 
 
Older adult participating but not speak to media, looking for pregnant person to 
participate 
 

[REDACTED Section 38] (midwife) has been doing NHS inform  

 
Media would prefer a case study, anyone getting vaccine to explain WHY 
 
Invited media on the day (broadcast media taking footage of vaccine being given, 
broadcast media probably want to ask “what ddo you know about RSV, why did you 
get vaccine today, how was it?”, photos would be included with press release, 
potential for them to be used for newpapers/digital outlets alongside the piece, also 
phoots used on PHS website 
 
Roles/responsibilities – PHS comms lead for RSV programme – will invite media on 

day, coordinate interviews (with support from [REDACTED Section 38] GCC) 

and issuing press release after visit. FM likely to have 20 mins at the end. NHS GGC 
around logistics, [Redacted Section 39(1)] 
.  
 
[Redacted Section 39(1)] 
Key Contacts 
 
Photography 
FM’s photographer to attend and share with PHS/NHS 
 
Timeline –  
 
AOB -   
Conflation of rsv with flu/covid 
Patients getting confused also with pneumococcal. Vaccine fatigue.  
 



FM Visit to Vaccine Clinic – Information Required for Briefing Pack 
 

• How do we frame visit? 
o E.g. First Minister “fact finding”, promoting RSV programme, raising 

awareness of dangers of RSV etc. 
 

• Venue  
o Clydebank older adult clinic or QEUH maternity clinic 
o Any venue-specific sensitivities 
o Briefing template suggests “Stakeholder Profile” which includes any 

sensitivities, current issues relevant to the engagement, Ministerial 
engagement/SG funding/announcements. Is this necessary for GGC 
Health Board more broadly, or can we just focus on vaccination? 
 

• Media involvement 
o PHS or SG comms/news team to coordinate? 

 

• Attendees and official(s) supporting 
o Who will be point of contact/meet FM at venue 
o Biographies (with photographs) of attendees required 

 

• Agenda/itinerary for visit 
 

• Logistics of visit 
o Visits and Events Team to provide operational note, but we will likely 

need to feed into this/be aware of key details 
 

• Speaking note/Q&A 
o Will the FM need a speaking note or Q&A for any discussions with the 

media/attendees? Or are briefing lines sufficient? 
 

 



First Minister – Ops Note 

Event & location  Visit to a vaccination clinic to mark the first day of the new 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccine programme in 
Scotland. 
The Hub Community Centre, 405 Kilbowie Road, Clydebank, 
G81 2TX. 

Date & time  Monday 12th August, 15:15-16:15  

Format  First Minister will attend the vaccination clinic at The Hub 
Community Centre in Clydebank on the launch day of the new 
RSV vaccination programmes, to meet with a pregnant woman 
and an older adult, receiving the vaccine. He will also meet with 
staff, including a midwife, before speaking to the media. 

Key contacts  [Redacted Section 38] 

Dress code  Business Attire  

Attendees  [Redacted Section 38] (V&E) [Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] (DPS) [Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] (Comms) [Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] (Comms)  
[Redacted Section 38] (Policy) [Redacted Section 38] 

Annexes  N/A 

Programme 
outline  

15:15  
First Minister arrives at the car park at the rear of the building 
and is met by [Redacted Section 38], [Redacted Section 38] and 
[Redacted Section 38], Public Health, NHS Greater Glasgow 
and Clyde.  
 
First Minister is escorted through the sports hall to the 
vaccination area at the front of the building. 
 
15:20 
First Minister views the vaccination clinic and speaks to staff 
and those receiving the vaccination including 2 patients -
[Redacted Section 38] and [Redacted Section 38] 
15:40  
First Minister moves to the sports hall to undertake media bids.  
 
16:15 
First Minister departs. 
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Public Health Capabilities 
Seasonal Vaccinations and Strategy  

10 July 2024  
 
First Minister 
Cc Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care 
Minister for Public Health and Women’s Health 
 
POTENTIAL VISIT ON LAUNCH DAY OF THE RESPIRATORY SYNCYTIAL VIRUS (RSV) 
VACCINE PROGRAMME 
 
Priority and Purpose 
 

Routine: To seek your agreement to visit a vaccination clinic on the first day (12 

August 2024) of the new Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) vaccine programme in 

Scotland, to protect older adults and infants.  

 
Recommendation 
 

1. Officials recommend that you accept the recommendation to attend a vaccine clinic 
on 12 August to meet patients getting the RSV vaccine on the first day of the 
programme. 

 
2. If the First Minister is not able to attend, officials would recommend either the 

Cabinet Secretary or Minister attends instead. 
 
Context and Issues 

 
3. Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) is a common respiratory virus that usually 

causes mild, cold-like symptoms in adults and children, but the severity of illness 
developed can vary. RSV follows a seasonal pattern, typically starting in October, 
peaking in December and declining by March. COVID-19 has impacted the 
seasonality of RSV in recent years with the virus peaking in mid-November and 
hospitalisations peaking in early December. 

 
4. RSV is one of the leading causes of hospitalisation in an infant’s first year of life, 

with over 3,000 hospitalisations in Scotland per year leading to pressure, 
particularly within paediatric intensive care units. After infants, older adults are 
most likely to experience severe complications from RSV that may require 
hospitalisation.  

 
5. In June 2023, the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) issued 

a short statement of advice that a universal programme to protect infants and a 
programme to protect older adults against RSV should be developed, provided 
they can be demonstrated to be cost-effective.   

 
6. The RSV programme will be delivered to two cohorts: 

• those turning 75 together with a catch-up for those aged 75-79 in the first 
year; 

• pregnant women, for the benefit of the infant 
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7. Scotland is launching our RSV programme on 12 August 2024 which is around two 

weeks earlier than the other UK nations.  It is expected the programme will have a 
role in reducing serious ill-health, mortality and in reducing winter pressures on 
public services. 

 
8. Procurement of the RSV vaccination is being undertaken on a 4 nations basis by 

UKHSA and the Scottish Government has committed to covering the costs of the 
vaccines for Health Boards. Health Boards are have been asked to cover the local 
delivery costs for the programme (workforce, clinics and other non-pay costs) 
through their vaccines delivery allocation (£76 m for 2024/25 to cover all vaccine 
programmes). 

 
9. Planning for the delivery of the programme is being led by Public Health Scotland, 

in partnership with Scottish Government and Health Boards. 
 

10. A visit is being planned to a vaccine clinic on the first day of RSV vaccines being 
administered in Scotland – and the UK – by Dr Sam Ghebrehewet, Head of 
Vaccination and Immunisation Division at Public Health Scotland. 

 
Options Considered and Advice 
 

11. The options are: 
a) The First Minister joins Dr Ghebrehewet on a visit to a vaccine clinic on 12 

August to meet NHS vaccinators and patients getting some of the first RSV 
vaccines in the UK administered. Logistics will be determined by First Minister’s 
existing commitments at an NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde vaccination clinic. 
First Minister’s attendance at a Glasgow vaccination clinic will generate the most 
media interest; 

b) The First Minister attends a vaccination clinic on the morning of 12 August, at a 
vaccination clinic within NHS Tayside; 

c) The Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care attends in the First Minister’s 
place; 

d) The Minister for Public Health and Women’s Health attends in the First Minister’s 
place 

 
12. Policy officials and communications colleagues suggest that focusing the visit on 

the maternal RSV vaccination would be beneficial as it would allow promotion of 
the vaccine to the more hesitant cohort as well as tying into the wider narrative of 
the importance of immunisation. This is particularly pertinent as we have seen a 
world-wide decline in uptake of childhood vaccinations as well as a recent 
resurgence of a number of vaccine preventable diseases – measles, pertussis etc. 

 
13. Officials have spoken with Public Health Scotland and a visit could be arranged in 

the most suitable Health Board for the First Minister’s diary on 12 August.   
 
Assessment of Options 
 

14. A First Minister visit would attract the most media attention. RSV is not a widely 

known and understood virus and media attention will enhance the understanding 
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and awareness for the public and is therefore recommended. There is currently no 

paid for marketing planned by PHS and as such, maximum media coverage will be 

key to highlighting the importance of the RSV programme.  

 
15. The options has been discussed with SG comms, including the FM comms team 

and both are supportive.  If the First Minster agreed to the visit, communications 

colleagues would provide a full communications plan to support. 

 
Verity House Agreement Implications 
 

16. Officials consider there are no specific Verity House Agreement implications 
associated with this advice. 

 
Financial Considerations 
 

17. [Redacted Section 33(1)(b)] 
 

18. [Redacted Section 33(1)(b)] 
 

19. Delivery costs are expected to be covered within the FVCV Allocation (£76m) and 
topped up through Health Board baseline budgets. 

 
20. Vaccine costs will be covered by Scottish Government. 

 
Legal Considerations 
 

21. No legal considerations 
 
Sensitivities 
 

22. Territorial Health Boards have expressed concerns that no additional funding has 
been allocated to support delivery of the new RSV programmes this coming year. 
First Minister will be aware of the financial pressures across government and 
subsequently this has increased challenges for Boards. 

 
23. We continue to engage with Health Board Directors of Finance and Chief 

Executives to support vaccination teams in their internal discussions to support 
investment in this key area. [Redacted Section 29(1)(a)] 

 
Quality Assurance 
 

24. This submission has been approved by Deputy Director of Public Health 
Capabilities, Simon Cuthbert-Kerr. 

 
Conclusion and next Steps 
 

25. It is recommended that you: 
 

a. Agree to a visit to an RSV vaccine clinic on 12 August, or 
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b. Consider whether the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care or the 
Minister for Public Health and Sport would be better placed to attend, if you 
are unable to. 

 
 

Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers Copy List For 

Action 

For 
Information 

Portfolio 
interest 

For 
Information 

Constituency 
interest 

For 
Information 

General 
awareness 

Minister for Public Health and 
Women’s Health 
 

 X   

Cabinet Secretary for Health 
and Social Care 

 X   

 

Officials Copy List 

DG Health and Social Care 
 
Chief Medical Officer 
Chief Nursing Officer 
Chief Pharmaceutical Officer 
Deputy Chief Medical Officer 
Chief Midwifery Officer 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
 
Director of Population Health 
Simon Cuthbert-Kerr 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
Communications Healthier 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
SpAds Admin 
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Officials Copy List 

[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
[Redacted Section 38] 
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