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Scottish Government Response  

 

T : 0300 244 4000 

E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

  

Iain McMillan 

cllr.iain.mcmillan@renfrewshire.gov.uk 

   

  

  

Our Reference: 202300372810 

Your Reference: IMM/NMQ/RE34488 

  

19 September 2023 

  

Dear Iain, 

  

Thank you for your recent letter regarding swimming pool facilities. 

The Scottish Government places great importance on leisure facilities, particularly swimming pools and 

believes everyone should have access to these services locally.  

We are fully aware that local authorities are facing challenging financial circumstances, particularly in the 

maintenance and operating of facilities such as swimming pools. As your letter has noted this is largely 

due to energy costs and other cost of living pressures.    

You mentioned the consequentials of £5.816m received from UK Government from their swimming pool 

fund.  These consequentials are added to the Scottish Block as a whole for Ministers to decide how to 

best allocate resources.  In 2023-24 the Scottish Government provided nearly £13.5bn in the Local 

Government Settlement and increased the resources available to local government by more than £793 

million.  This was a real terms increase of £376 million or 3%, compared to the 2022-23 Budget figures.  

As independent corporate bodies it is for local authorities to manage their own budgets and to allocate 

the total financial resources available to them on the basis of local needs and priorities. 

sportscotland, our national agency for sport, is supporting Scottish Swimming to undertake the Scottish 

Swimming Facilities Project. This detailed piece of work will improve the understanding of the current 

pool provision and help to predict the landscape in the short, medium and long term to ensure the 

sustainability of these important facilities. 

The Scottish Government will continue to work with local government and other partners across the 

sector and it is vital that all partners at a local level work together to explore all avenues and 

approaches. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

 
  

Maree Todd MSP 
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