
Could you supply all documentation held by the Scottish Government about or from 
Russia from the last three months, including correspondence, minutes from 

meetings, briefings? 
 

Email exchange – 4 June 2024:  
 
From:                                                       [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] < [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @gmail.com> 
Sent:                                                         04 June 2024 10:51 
To:                                                            [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc:                                                             [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject:                                                   Re: Request for a meeting 
  
Follow Up Flag:                                      Follow up 
Flag Status:                                             Completed 
  
Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
  
No worries, I understand Mr Robertson is very busy, and hope he'll be able to join us 
next time. 
  
Could you kindly let me know about the possible introduction to [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
and contacts in the Foreign Secretary's team, which I mentioned last time? 
  
Best regards, 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
On Tue, 4 Jun 2024 at 08:40, <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> wrote: 
Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
  
Many thanks for sending over this invitation. Unfortunately, the Cabinet Secretary will 
not be able to attend the memorial on such short notice. Ministers diaries fill up with 
commitments many weeks in advance, therefore I recommend that if you have an 
event that you wish to invite Mr Robertson to, that you give as much notice as 
possible. Please do get in touch if there are other events you have coming up. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] < [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] @gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 11:40 PM 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
<[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Request for a meeting 
  
Dear [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
  



Tomorrow, June 4, is the birthday of Alexei Navalny, and our "Voices for Russian 
Democracy" community will organize a memorial event at 19:00 at Mercat Cross. 
We would be honored if Mr. Angus Robertson MSP and you could join us there to honor 
his memory and stand against oppression. 
  
Best regards, 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
  
 
  



Email exchange – 13 June 2024:  
 
From:                                                       [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent:                                                         13 June 2024 11:07 
To:                                                            [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc:                                                             [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject:                                                   RE: Update - Two international biodiversity conferences to be 

hosted by Scotland 
  
Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
Thank you for this helpful advice 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
  
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | Nature Division | Environment and Forestry 
Directorate | Scottish Government | Victoria Quay | EH6 6QQ | 0131 244 7574 | [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)] 
  
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2024 11:17 AM 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Update - Two international biodiversity conferences to be hosted by Scotland 
  
Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
  
[redacted - s.28(1)] 
  
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2024 4:23 PM 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Update - Two international biodiversity conferences to be hosted by Scotland 
  
Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
Please see email below. Are you able to advise on [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] question re 
potential Russian interest in attending a conference in Scotland. 
  
We also have a specific request for advice over the potential interest in attendance by Russian 
delegates. This will apply in particular to the beaver symposium which, historically, has involved 
some Russian attendance and involvement. At this stage we were not considering inviting Russian 
delegates but it is quite possible they will become aware of it in some way, and ask to attend – their 
attendance could create tensions with other delegates. Is there standard position that SG and its 
public agencies should take in such situations? 
  
Thanks 



  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
  
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] | Nature Division | Environment and Forestry 
Directorate | Scottish Government | Victoria Quay | EH6 6QQ | 0131 244 7574 | [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)] 
  
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@nature.scot> 
Sent: Friday, May 3, 2024 3:08 PM 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] - Scottish Government <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@nature.scot> 
Subject: Update - Two international biodiversity conferences to be hosted by Scotland 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
  
[out of scope]  



Email exchange – 8 August 2024:  
 
From:                                                       [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent:                                                         08 August 2024 09:06 
To:                                                            [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc:                                                             [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - 

s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject:                                                   RE: Engagement with Russian Federation scientists 
  
Many thanks for the advice [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]. I will let my collaborators know I 
am not able to host an online meeting to which RF scientists have been invited. 
  
Cheers, 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] (pronouns she/her) 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)], Marine Directorate 
Scottish Government, Freshwater Fisheries Laboratory, Pitlochry PH16 5LB 
E: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
   
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 3:48 PM 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Engagement with Russian Federation scientists 
  
Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
  
Apologies for the delay in getting back to you on this.  
 
[redacted – s.28(1)] 
  
Let me know if you want to discuss this further. 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
  
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 7, 2024 8:43 AM 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Engagement with Russian Federation scientists 
  
Good morning, 
  
I am aiming to write to salmon experts tomorrow ahead of going on annual leave. If 
possible, I would appreciate your advice regarding Russian scientists ahead of this 



time. If not, I will omit the Russian scientist from the invitation for now and await your 
advice. 
  
Many thanks, 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] (pronouns she/her) 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)], Marine Directorate 
Scottish Government, Freshwater Fisheries Laboratory, Pitlochry PH16 5LB 
E: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
  
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 3:34 PM 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Engagement with Russian Federation scientists 
  
Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
  
Thanks for coming back so promptly, much appreciated. 
  
The NASCO website plays up for me on SCOTS sometimes too; it usually resolves 
and I am able to access it within the day (I could access it just now for example). 
NASCO is the Regional Fisheries Management Organisation for wild Atlantic salmon 
and it is government officials who attend NASCO meetings as part of their Party’s 
delegation. Representatives from the Russian Federation attend each year (virtually 
in recent years), as well as delegates from all other Parties (Canada, Denmark in 
respect of Faroe Islands and Greenland, E.U., Iceland, Norway, U.K. and U.S.A). 
  
The IASRB, however, sits slightly to the side of NASCO (it is established by, and 
reports to, the NASCO Council but is focused on scientific developments). The 
meetings I am proposing to organise (virtual) involve scientists from governments, 
agencies, and universities from across the NASCO Parties to discuss an issue of 
purely scientific nature (a collaborative study proposal). 
  
Please feel free to give me a call on Teams if that suits better, and many thanks for 
your help. 
  
All the best, 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] (pronouns she/her) 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)], Marine Directorate 
Scottish Government, Freshwater Fisheries Laboratory, Pitlochry PH16 5LB 
E: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
  
  



From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 3:22 PM 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Engagement with Russian Federation scientists 
  
Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
  
Thanks for getting in touch. Do you have a bit of detail about the delegates that 
would attend. Are these government officials or academics? 
  
For whatever reason the NASCO website isn’t working so I can’t get any more detail 
on it there.  
  
I assume that there have been forums in the last couple years with delegations from 
all nations attending? 
  
A bit more detail will help with a recommendation. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 11:39 AM 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Engagement with Russian Federation scientists 
  
Hi there, 
  
I was forwarded your contacts details by my colleague, [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], with 
whom you have corresponded in the past regarding SG policy towards Russian 
Federation representatives. 
  
The Russian Federation is a member of the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation 
Organisation established by international Convention in 1984, as is the U.K. I provide 
scientific support to the U.K. delegation with respect to Scottish salmon populations. 
I am also the representative for the U.K. on the International Atlantic Salmon 
Research Board (IASRB). 
  
Through the IASRB, I have been tasked with coordinating a series of scientific 
meetings in autumn 2024 with salmon experts invited from each NASCO Party (i.e. 
including a scientist from Russia). 
  
I wonder if you could provide me with the most up-to-date advice regarding how, or 
if, I am to engage with scientists from the Russian Federation? For context, I would 



be facilitating two 2 hr meetings to which a Russian Federation scientist would be 
invited to participate. 
  
I appreciate your help. Happy to hop on a Teams chat if easier. 
  
Many thanks, 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  



Email exchange – 30 May 2024:  
 
From:                                                       David Barnes 
Sent:                                                         30 May 2024 17:03 
To:                                                            [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc:                                                             [redacted - s.38(1)(b)]; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject:                                                   RE: Voices for Russian Democracy - sanctions query 
  
Follow Up Flag:                                      Follow up 
Flag Status:                                             Flagged 
  
Before [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] joined our team, and for a while after the Feb 2022 
invasion, we had meetings every now and then between devolved govts and the 
sanctions team in FCDO. 
  
We did occasionally put material to FCDO, but we were very careful not to do 
anything that could be seen as SG involvement in the (reserved) sanctions 
process.  Eg we said ‘Fyi this MSP at FMQs mentioned this Russian individual and 
expressed the view that they should be sanctioned’ as opposed to ‘Scottish Ministers 
think this individual shd be sanctioned’ (because of course we did not have, nor 
could we reasonably generate, an evidence base to support as strong a position as 
that). 
  
I’m not aware of any reason why a stakeholder group couldn’t approach FCDO and 
lobby for particular action under the UK sanctions regime.  But it would be wise to 
make sure they understand that SG could not support or endorse their requests. 
  
David 

  
David Barnes 

Deputy Director, Trade Policy 

Scottish Government 

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 

Pronouns: he/him 

Tel (mobile) [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
  
  
  
From: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2024 3:56 PM 
To: [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Cc: David Barnes <David.Barnes@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - 
s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [redacted - s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Voices for Russian Democracy - sanctions query 
  
Hi [redacted - s.38(1)(b)], 
  
I hope you’re well. I’m hoping you might be able to give me a bit of a steer on 
sanctions work. 



  
I recently had a meeting with a representative of Voices for Russian Democracy, 
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)]. VRD is a grass-roots advocacy group based in Scotland, I 
believe largely made up of Russian diaspora. One of their strands of work is to lobby 
for sanctions on “war enablers”. Essentially they are trying to identify whether there 
are individuals on the Anti-Corruption Foundation (founded by Navalny) war enablers 
list that own assets e.g. land, in Scotland. And if so, they will lobby to have them 
sanctioned. A two part exercise, if you will. Mr Avdeev understands that issuing 
sanctions is a reserved area, and we reiterated that in our meeting. 
  
I’m trying to find them a contact at Registers of Scotland to help them with that first 
section. Do you have any sense of the process of how sanctions come about and 
whether this is a reasonable action for them to take, or are they barking up the wrong 
tree? 
  
For info, Mr Robertson was keen for officials to meet with this stakeholder and has a 
note of the meeting. https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A48385388/details 
  
Any advice you might offer is appreciated. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[redacted - s.38(1)(b)] 
 


