
ANNEX A 

1. 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 9:57 AM 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald  
Subject: RE: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox Herald 
 
Hi [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

I think [redacted S.38(1)(b)] already replied to this yesterday (attached) but you 
seem to have been dropped from the copy list somehow. 

 

NB: The JAS email you are using doesn’t include the recorded crime team. I have 
added them at the end of the cc list. 

 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

To be kept informed of justice statistical releases and any upcoming consultations 
please register with our ScotStat service. 

 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 9:47 AM 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald  
Subject: RE: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox Herald 

 

Morning JAS colleagues 

 

Grateful for feedback on this. 

Thanks 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 

 

 

https://scot.us20.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=04ac66a77bddcaae40a67c4ba&id=0bb948a047


From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 3:52 PM 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald  
Subject: RE: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox Herald 

 

Thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 

Grateful if justice analytical colleagues could feed back on the stats to flag if there is 
anything to consider at a local level. 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 2:28 PM 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald  
Subject: RE: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox Herald 
 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] Content with Police funding line. 

Thanks 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 17 July 2024 14:08 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald  
Subject: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox Herald 

 

Policy colleagues 

 

The Lennox Herald are doing a piece on the latest recorded crime stats. The angle is 
the doubling of offences involving weapons in West Dunbartonshire. Jackie Baillie 
has issued a news release about the stats generally, saying SG must do more to 
keep our streets safe. 

 



Grateful for views on the following lines and confirmation that the stats quoted are 
accurate. Is there anything we can helpfully say about the local position in W 
Dunbartonshire? 

Thanks 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

“While any increase in recorded crime is concerning, Scotland continues to be a safe 
place to live. Recorded crime at one of the lowest levels since 1974 and violence-
related hospital admissions, knife-carrying, homicide rates and anti-social 
behaviour all down over the long term. 

“We are providing record police funding of £1.55 billion this year – an increase of 
£92.7 million – and Scotland continues to have more police officers per capita than 
England and Wales. 

“Any level of violence is unacceptable, which is why through our Violence 
Prevention Framework we are working with partners on actions to prevent and 
divert people away from violence, backed by investment of £2 million this year. This 
includes supporting the work of YouthLink Scotland who deliver No Knives Better 
Lives and Medics Against Violence to help educate young people on the dangers of 
carrying knives.” 

Background 

 

Recorded crime in 2023-24 is 299,780 - the fifth lowest level since 1974.  

 

QUERY – LENNOX HERALD 

 

As stated, Jackie Baillie MSP sent a release today urging the SNP government for 
action after new figures showed that crimes involving use of weapons more than 
doubled in a year in West Dunbartonshire. The figures are contained in a new 
Scottish Government report. 

Baillie urges Scottish Government to act on safer communities 



The SNP Government has been urged to help keep communities safe after it was 
revealed that crimes involving use of weapons more than doubled in a year in West 
Dunbartonshire. 

It comes after new figures show that crime in the area has risen by 15 per cent on 
last year, while those involving use of weapons shot up by 111 per cent. 

Common assault cases are up by 90 on the 2022/23 figure, to 1,112, while crimes of 
serious assault and attempted murder have risen from 74 to 76. 

Rape and attempted rape cases have also risen (47 crimes in 2023/24 up from 39 in 
2022/23), alongside crimes of weapons possession(187 from 127), crimes where 
weapons are used (114 up from 54) and crimes against public justice. 

Crimes against property were also on the rise, including housebreaking, theft from a 
lockfast place, theft from a motor vehicle and theft of a motor vehicle. 

In addition, cases of shoplifting also shot up, from 440 such offences in West 
Dunbartonshire in 2022/23 to 735 in 2023/24. 

Cases of possession of drugs dropped, while supply crimes increased. 

Cases of murder and culpable homicide remained stable at one each year from a 
high of two in 2020/21. 

Official figures showing crime recorded by Police Scotland for 2023/24 also reveal 
that the total number of crimes rose from 5,180 in 2022/23 to 5,936 in 2023/24. 

Detection rates also dropped, with Police Scotland clearing up just 57.6 per cent of 
crimes committed in 2023/24, down from 59.2 per cent the previous year. 

Officers solved a high of 62.1 per cent of crimes in the area in 2015/16. 

Commenting on the figures, MSP Jackie Baillie said: “These figures are the latest 
manifestation of the difficulties facing Police Scotland – and these are just the crimes 
which have been reported. 

“It is particularly concerning that crimes of violence and crimes against property are 
on the rise, people need to feel safe in their communities and these sorts of crimes 
do the opposite. 

“It is high time that the SNP got the message that our streets need to be safe again. 

“It has been clear for some time that both Police Scotland and the justice system are 
in disarray, officer numbers are lower than ever and Police offices face being further 
centralised. 



“Under the SNP’s watch, criminals are going unchecked, and the SNP Government 
must invest in the justice system to make our streets safe again.” 

“A Labour government in Scotland would restore visible community policing and work 
across society to crack down on anti-social behaviour, as well as equip police with 
the latest technology so they can keep pace with modern threats.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. 

 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Thursday, July 17, 2024 16:10 PM 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald  
Subject: RE: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox Herald 
 

Thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 

I can confirm that all the figures used by Jackie Baillie are correct. 

 

If useful, we’ve the associated SCJS police division area results for Argyll & West 
Dunbartonshire – which is a bit bigger than just the West Dunbartonshire LA area. 

 

This shows that 16.4% of adults were the victim of crime in 2008/09, falling to 7.8% 
by 2018/20. A positive trend but the data is a bit old now, the survey was suspended 
during the pandemic and we need two-years’ worth of data to update the local 
estimates (currently working on the second post-covid year). 

 

Another option is to just go with the high level national trend from the SCJS – which 
shows that the level of crime experienced by adults in Scotland fell 53% between 
2008/09 and 2021/22, including cases not reported to the police. 

 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 4:00 PM 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald  
Subject: FW: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox Herald 
 

Copying in [redacted S.38(1)(b)] form JAS 

 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 3:52 PM 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald  
Subject: RE: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox Herald 



 

Thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 

Grateful if justice analytical colleagues could feed back on the stats to flag if there is 
anything to consider at a local level. 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted S.38(1)(b) 

 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 2:28 PM 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald  
Subject: RE: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox Herald 

 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] Content with Police funding line. 

Thanks 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: 17 July 2024 14:08 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald  
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox Herald 

 

Policy colleagues 

 

The Lennox Herald are doing a piece on the latest recorded crime stats. The angle is 
the doubling of offences involving weapons in West Dunbartonshire. Jackie Baillie 
has issued a news release about the stats generally, saying SG must do more to 
keep our streets safe. 

 

Grateful for views on the following lines and confirmation that the stats quoted are 
accurate. Is there anything we can helpfully say about the local position in W 
Dunbartonshire? 

Thanks 



[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

“While any increase in recorded crime is concerning, Scotland continues to be a safe 
place to live. Recorded crime at one of the lowest levels since 1974 and violence-
related hospital admissions, knife-carrying, homicide rates and anti-social 
behaviour all down over the long term. 

“We are providing record police funding of £1.55 billion this year – an increase of 
£92.7 million – and Scotland continues to have more police officers per capita than 
England and Wales. 

“Any level of violence is unacceptable, which is why through our Violence 
Prevention Framework we are working with partners on actions to prevent and 
divert people away from violence, backed by investment of £2 million this year. This 
includes supporting the work of YouthLink Scotland who deliver No Knives Better 
Lives and Medics Against Violence to help educate young people on the dangers of 
carrying knives.” 

Background 

 

Recorded crime in 2023-24 is 299,780 - the fifth lowest level since 1974.  

 

QUERY – LENNOX HERALD 

 

As stated, Jackie Baillie MSP sent a release today urging the SNP government for 
action after new figures showed that crimes involving use of weapons more than 
doubled in a year in West Dunbartonshire. The figures are contained in a new 
Scottish Government report. 

Baillie urges Scottish Government to act on safer communities 

The SNP Government has been urged to help keep communities safe after it was 
revealed that crimes involving use of weapons more than doubled in a year in West 
Dunbartonshire. 

It comes after new figures show that crime in the area has risen by 15 per cent on 
last year, while those involving use of weapons shot up by 111 per cent. 



Common assault cases are up by 90 on the 2022/23 figure, to 1,112, while crimes of 
serious assault and attempted murder have risen from 74 to 76. 

Rape and attempted rape cases have also risen (47 crimes in 2023/24 up from 39 in 
2022/23), alongside crimes of weapons possession(187 from 127), crimes where 
weapons are used (114 up from 54) and crimes against public justice. 

Crimes against property were also on the rise, including housebreaking, theft from a 
lockfast place, theft from a motor vehicle and theft of a motor vehicle. 

In addition, cases of shoplifting also shot up, from 440 such offences in West 
Dunbartonshire in 2022/23 to 735 in 2023/24. 

Cases of possession of drugs dropped, while supply crimes increased. 

Cases of murder and culpable homicide remained stable at one each year from a 
high of two in 2020/21. 

Official figures showing crime recorded by Police Scotland for 2023/24 also reveal 
that the total number of crimes rose from 5,180 in 2022/23 to 5,936 in 2023/24. 

Detection rates also dropped, with Police Scotland clearing up just 57.6 per cent of 
crimes committed in 2023/24, down from 59.2 per cent the previous year. 

Officers solved a high of 62.1 per cent of crimes in the area in 2015/16. 

Commenting on the figures, MSP Jackie Baillie said: “These figures are the latest 
manifestation of the difficulties facing Police Scotland – and these are just the crimes 
which have been reported. 

“It is particularly concerning that crimes of violence and crimes against property are 
on the rise, people need to feel safe in their communities and these sorts of crimes 
do the opposite. 

“It is high time that the SNP got the message that our streets need to be safe again. 

“It has been clear for some time that both Police Scotland and the justice system are 
in disarray, officer numbers are lower than ever and Police offices face being further 
centralised. 

“Under the SNP’s watch, criminals are going unchecked, and the SNP Government 
must invest in the justice system to make our streets safe again.” 

“A Labour government in Scotland would restore visible community policing and work 
across society to crack down on anti-social behaviour, as well as equip police with 
the latest technology so they can keep pace with modern threats.” 



3. 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 13:11 PM 
To: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Minister for Victims and Community Safety 2024; Cabinet 
Secretary for Justice and Home Affairs 2024  
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; Anna Donald; Julie Grant; Ross Ingebrigtsen; Jennie 
Gollan; Emily Mackintosh; Jack Middleton; Jeanette Campbell  

Subject: FOR CLEARANCE: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox 
Herald 

 

Thanks [redacted S.38(1)(b)], Ms Brown is content. 

 

 

 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, EDINBURGH EH1 
3DG 

 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 12:23 PM 
To: Minister for Victims and Community Safety 2024; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
and Home Affairs 2024  
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)];  Anna Donald; Julie Grant; Ross Ingebrigtsen; Jennie 
Gollan; Emily Mackintosh; Jack Middleton; Jeanette Campbell 
Subject: FOR CLEARANCE: Media query - recorded crime/weapons - Lennox 
Herald 

 

PO/Minister for Victims and Community Safety 

 

http://www.lobbying.scot/


The Lennox Herald are doing a piece on the recorded crime stats published last 
month. Recorded Crime in Scotland, 2023-24 - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). The angle is 
the doubling of offences involving weapons in West Dunbartonshire. Jackie Baillie 
has issued a news release about the stats generally, saying SG must do more to 
keep our streets safe. 

 

Grateful for clearance on the following lines. Justice analytical colleagues have 
confirmed the stats referenced are accurate. 

 

Many thanks 

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

 

A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 

“While any increase in recorded crime is concerning, Scotland continues to be a safe 
place to live. Recorded crime at one of the lowest levels since 1974 and violence-
related hospital admissions, knife-carrying, homicide rates and anti-social 
behaviour are all down over the long term. 

“We are providing record police funding of £1.55 billion this year – an increase of 
£92.7 million – and Scotland continues to have more police officers per capita than 
England and Wales. 

“Any level of violence is unacceptable, which is why through our Violence 
Prevention Framework we are working with partners on actions to prevent and 
divert people away from violence, backed by investment of £2 million this year. This 
includes supporting the work of YouthLink Scotland who deliver No Knives Better 
Lives and Medics Against Violence to help educate young people on the dangers of 
carrying knives.” 

Background 

 

Recorded crime in 2023-24 is 299,780 - the fifth lowest level since 1974.  

 

QUERY – LENNOX HERALD 

 

As stated, Jackie Baillie MSP sent a release today urging the SNP government for 
action after new figures showed that crimes involving use of weapons more than 

https://www.gov.scot/news/recorded-crime-in-scotland-2023-24/


doubled in a year in West Dunbartonshire. The figures are contained in a new 
Scottish Government report. 

Baillie urges Scottish Government to act on safer communities 

The SNP Government has been urged to help keep communities safe after it was 
revealed that crimes involving use of weapons more than doubled in a year in West 
Dunbartonshire. 

It comes after new figures show that crime in the area has risen by 15 per cent on 
last year, while those involving use of weapons shot up by 111 per cent. 

Common assault cases are up by 90 on the 2022/23 figure, to 1,112, while crimes of 
serious assault and attempted murder have risen from 74 to 76. 

Rape and attempted rape cases have also risen (47 crimes in 2023/24 up from 39 in 
2022/23), alongside crimes of weapons possession(187 from 127), crimes where 
weapons are used (114 up from 54) and crimes against public justice. 

Crimes against property were also on the rise, including housebreaking, theft from a 
lockfast place, theft from a motor vehicle and theft of a motor vehicle. 

In addition, cases of shoplifting also shot up, from 440 such offences in West 
Dunbartonshire in 2022/23 to 735 in 2023/24. 

Cases of possession of drugs dropped, while supply crimes increased. 

Cases of murder and culpable homicide remained stable at one each year from a 
high of two in 2020/21. 

Official figures showing crime recorded by Police Scotland for 2023/24 also reveal 
that the total number of crimes rose from 5,180 in 2022/23 to 5,936 in 2023/24. 

Detection rates also dropped, with Police Scotland clearing up just 57.6 per cent of 
crimes committed in 2023/24, down from 59.2 per cent the previous year. 

Officers solved a high of 62.1 per cent of crimes in the area in 2015/16. 

Commenting on the figures, MSP Jackie Baillie said: “These figures are the latest 
manifestation of the difficulties facing Police Scotland – and these are just the crimes 
which have been reported. 

“It is particularly concerning that crimes of violence and crimes against property are 
on the rise, people need to feel safe in their communities and these sorts of crimes 
do the opposite. 

“It is high time that the SNP got the message that our streets need to be safe again. 



“It has been clear for some time that both Police Scotland and the justice system are 
in disarray, officer numbers are lower than ever and Police offices face being further 
centralised. 

“Under the SNP’s watch, criminals are going unchecked, and the SNP Government 
must invest in the justice system to make our streets safe again.” 

“A Labour government in Scotland would restore visible community policing and work 
across society to crack down on anti-social behaviour, as well as equip police with 
the latest technology so they can keep pace with modern threats.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. 

From: [redacted S.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 12:23 PM 
To: Minister for Victims and Community Safety 2024; Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
and Home Affairs 2024  
Cc: [redacted S.38(1)(b)]; DG Education & Justice; Head of Justice Analytical 
Services; Director of Justice; Spads Admin; Jeanette Campbell 

Subject: JAS Safer Communities and Justice Statistics Monthly Data Report: July 
2024 edition 

Hi All 

 

The July edition of the Safer Communities and Justice Statistics Monthly Data 
Report was published this morning. It can be found on the Scottish Government 
website. 

 

The report contains summary statistics covering a number of important justice and 
safer communities statistics. There is also more detailed information on fire and 
prisons. In addition, the topic page near the end contains a summary from the 2023-
24 recorded crime statistics, published last month. 
 
Please feel free to cascade as appropriate. 
 
Regards. 
 
[redacted S.38(1)(b)]  

[redacted S.38(1)(b)] 

Useful web link: 

Latest publications: 

Justice Social Work statistics - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

Justice Social Work Statistics In Scotland: 2022-23 - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

JAS X/Twitter page: 

https://twitter.com/SGJusticeAnalys 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/safer-communities-justice-statistics-monthly-data-report-july-2024-edition/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/safer-communities-justice-statistics-monthly-data-report-july-2024-edition/
https://www.gov.scot/collections/criminal-justice-social-work/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/justice-social-work-statistics-scotland-2022-23/
https://twitter.com/SGJusticeAnalys
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