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From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 8:46 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
<CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot>; Collette.Stevenson.msp@parliament.scot 
Subject: Michael Matheson’s Expenses  
 
Dear Mr Yousaf, 
 
I am sure you have been inundated with similar correspondence from concerned 
constituents around the country. I’d like to convey my complete and utter disgust at 
reading of your colleague, Mr. Matheson’s, £11,000 days roaming bill, which seems 
to now be being footed by the taxpayer.  
 
Not only are we living in the midst of an ever increasing cost of living crisis, there are 
many hard working members of our communities who do not earn £11,000 (£65 per 
hour, per day for the seven day period) in an entire year, let alone be able to spend 
this on frivolities, such as roaming charges. There are key members of our society 
who are rightfully campaigning for fractional increases in their hourly wage, and yet 
these are the types of headlines we are reading about how our senior politicians act.  
 
This scenario is completely shameful, more so that, instead of condemning such 
gross public spending, you have confirmed this to be a legitimate parliamentary 
expense, despite the published cap guidelines. Furthermore, it does nothing to 
reassure the people of Scotland that politicians are acting in their best interests. The 
constituency you represent is one of the most deprived areas in Glasgow, if not 
Scotland, and I am utterly ashamed that you have supported this unacceptable level 
of spending of public money.  
 
I’d be grateful of your acknowledgement of this email.  
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
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From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 3:58 PM 
To: Communications NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
<CommunicationsNHSRecoveryHealthAndSocialCare@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
<CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Radio 4 note 
 
Comms, one for you. 
 
From: Oscar Pearson <Oscar.Pearson@bbc.co.uk>  
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 3:56 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
<CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: Radio 4 note 
 
Hi team, 
 
A note from the Today programme at Radio 4. 
 
Could we register an invitation for the minister Michael Matheson please – if he’d like 
to come on air tomorrow morning to address the reporting around his iPad roaming 
costs, then we’d obviously be pleased to talk to him. 
 
If you’re able to let me know either way, that would be cracking. 
 
Very best, 
 
Oscar & the team 
 
Oscar Pearson 
Today programme, BBC Radio 4 
a - Broadcasting House, W1A1AA 
p - [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
x - @oscarjpearson & @bbcr4today 
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From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 3:10 PM 
To: Public Engagement Unit <CorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
<CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Roaming charges 
 
OR 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  Assistant Private Secretary to 
Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care - Michael Matheson 
MSP 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
E-mail: CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: 09 November 2023 15:05 
To: Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
<CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: Roaming charges 
 
Hi Michael 
 
Would you consider doing the morally correct thing and pay your roaming charges of 
nearly £11,000? After all, you do get paid a significant income by the tax payer and it 
was caused by your own incompetence.  
 
Regards 
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]    
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From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 9:59 AM 
To: Public Engagement Unit <CorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
<CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Roaming charges 
 
OR 
 
Kind regards, 
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  Assistant Private Secretary to 
Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care - Michael Matheson 
MSP 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
E-mail: CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: 08 November 2023 18:15 
To: Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
<CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: Roaming charges 
 
Hi  
 
Can you explain to me why you think you can claim £11000 expenses for your ipad 
roaming fees.  
This is completely unacceptable and you are out of order asking the tax payer to pay 
this bill for you . You should be ashamed of your behaviour and must now pay the bill 
from your own pocket and issue and apology.  
 
Regards  
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
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From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 9:02 AM 
To: Public Engagement Unit <CorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; 
Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social Care 
<CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: BBC News: Minister Michael Matheson racks up £11k roaming fee on 
parliament iPad 
 
OR for MiCase for Mr Matheson’s Office. 
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  Assistant Private Secretary to 
the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance – Shona Robison MSP 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG  
 
E: dfmcsf@gov.scot  
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 1:15 AM 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot> 
Subject: Fwd: BBC News: Minister Michael Matheson racks up £11k roaming fee on 
parliament iPad 
 
Sent from Outlook for Android 
________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 10:23:24 PM 
To: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Subject: Re: BBC News: Minister Michael Matheson racks up £11k roaming fee on 
parliament iPad  
 
Another allegedly corrupt Scottish Nonsense Party Government minister taking the 
Scottish taxpayers to the cleaners again, he should be made to shut up and pay up 
from his own pocket, nearly £11k he racked up, appalling!  
 
How many other allegedly fraudulent practices have the Scottish Nonsense Party 
Government got up to since they unceremoniously and unfortunately came into 
power in 2007, it just belies belief how allegedly innately corrupt this party really is, 
and they've got the temerity to seek another referendum in lndyref2, shocking!  



 
Roll on next October till we rid this country of Scotland of the serially allegedly 
corrupt Scottish Nonsense Party Government, the blight that is ET and his cronies, 
once and for all, it can't come soon enough.  
 
Kind regards  
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  using WIFI only.  
 
Sent from Outlook for Android 
________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 10:12:03 PM 
To: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Subject: BBC News: Minister Michael Matheson racks up £11k roaming fee on 
parliament iPad  
 
I saw this on the BBC and thought you should see it: 
 
Minister Michael Matheson racks up £11k roaming fee on parliament iPad - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-67363645 
 
* Disclaimer * 
 
The BBC is not responsible for the content of this email, and anything written in this 
email does not necessarily reflect the BBC's views or opinions. Please note that 
neither the email address nor name of the sender have been verified. 
 
Sent from my Huawei phone 
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From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 9:10 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Michael Matheson 
 
My husband and i have been to Morocco several times on holiday and like many 
places abroad we know to keep an eye on roaming charges as they can be horrific 
and we are in our late 70s. 
This man is in a highly paid job in your SNP government and it is unbelievable he 
didn't know this and is expecting the public to pay his bill is outrageous frankly. 
Why was he working anyway on a christmas holiday??!! 
No wonder our NHS is in such a mess pure incompetence and arrogance. 
He needs to be sacked. 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 6:14 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: iPad Bill 
 
 
I have today cancelled my membership of the SNP due to the reported issue of 
Michael Matheson’s iPad bill. I am quite frankly astonished that you have come out 
in support of this and that the Scottish Government have paid this bill without the 
expectation of any consequences for Mr Matheson. In the current cost of living crisis 
facing many, I find it sickening that taxpayers are essentially footing the bill.   
 
I have been an SNP supporter for many years but after all the turmoil in the party this 
year, this is the straw that broke the camel’s back.  
 
Regards  
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 5:47 PM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Michael Matheson Phone Bill 
 
Dear First Minister  
 
I read today:  
 
£11,000 iPad roaming bill racked up by Scotland's health secretary was a "legitimate 
parliamentary expense", according to the first minister.  
 
I am assuming that you have evidence to back up your statement. I have a number 
of questions:  
 
Have you examined the bill in detail?  
Have you questioned Michael Matheson?  
What evidence do you have that the bill accrued is solely attributed to parliamentary 
or constituency duties?  
If you have such evidence, are you prepared to make it public?  
 
You constantly refer to the "cost of living " crisis, yet are prepared to waive through 
an £11k expense and ask the taxpayer to meet it.  
 
I look forward to your reply.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]    
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-----Original Message----- 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @parliament.scot> On 
Behalf Of Yousaf H (Humza), MSP 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 10:14 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Roaming charges 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: 09 November 2023 20:05 
To: Matheson M (Michael), MSP <Michael.Matheson.msp@parliament.scot> 
Cc: Yousaf H (Humza), MSP <Humza.Yousaf.msp@parliament.scot> 
Subject: Roaming charges 
 
CAUTION: This e-mail originated from outside of The Scottish Parliament. Do not 
click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the 
content is safe. 
 
Dear Mr Matheson, It beggars belief that you were unaware of roaming charges 
abroad and the possibility that you would be charged a considerable sum for usage. 
Most primary school children would be ahead of the game and certainly 99% of 
Scots who travel abroad. Apart from that supposed  ignorance by you , it is still an 
incredible amount of time to spend on your iPad and an incredulous amount of time 
dealing with work matters when supposedly on holiday. The very honourable thing 
would be to reveal that your charges were incurred totally on parliamentary and 
constituency matters. 
This potentially is a matter of principle and decency on one side in which you pay the 
whole amount back from your own pocket or the public purse being yet again used 
with contempt and disdain. There have been so many wastages of hard earned 
public money in recent times  by the SNP , from the ferry cock-ups, to the Salmon 
trial, the Rangers FC trial, the Invergorden smelter plus the recent volte facie on the 
bottle scheme. 
Do the honourable thing and apologise and pay 100% from your salary. 
Thank you. 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent from my iPad 
********************************************************************** 
 
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 
Scotland Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 
 
www.parliament.scot<http://www.parliament.scot> : 
facebook.com/scottishparliament<http://facebook.com/scottishparliament> : 
twitter.com/scotparl<http://twitter.com/ScotParl> 
 
The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 
email in error please delete it and do not share its contents. 



 
********************************************************************** 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: 10 November 2023 11:07 
To: Yousaf H (Humza), MSP <Humza.Yousaf.msp@parliament.scot> 
Subject: Michael Matheson iPad Roaming bill 
 
CAUTION: This e-mail originated from outside of The Scottish Parliament. Do not 
click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the 
content is safe. 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
Your Government’s handling of the Michael Matheson iPad Roaming bill situation is 
nothing short of incompetence and once again displays a complete misuse of public 
funds. 
 
If Mr. Matheson incurred these charges , which are by any standards preposterous, it 
is simply a demonstration of a lack of awareness and or inability. 
 
His defence of his position is pathetic and displays a level of disregard for common 
decency. 
 
If he is not capable of managing his iPad he should not have one. 
 
Moreover to consider he is effectively in charge of one of our most pressured sectors 
- health - is frightening. 
 
When are you going to clear the ineffective non-performers out of your Government 
and actually deliver on what you were elected for? 
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  
********************************************************************** 
 
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 
Scotland Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 
 
www.parliament.scot<http://www.parliament.scot> : 
facebook.com/scottishparliament<http://facebook.com/scottishparliament> : 
twitter.com/scotparl<http://twitter.com/ScotParl> 
 
The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 
email in error please delete it and do not share its contents. 
 
********************************************************************** 
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From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @parliament.scot> On 
Behalf Of Yousaf H (Humza), MSP 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 10:14 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Michael Matheson’s Expenses  
 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  Sent: 09 November 2023 
20:41 
To: Yousaf H (Humza), MSP <Humza.Yousaf.msp@parliament.scot> 
Cc: Matheson M (Michael), MSP <Michael.Matheson.msp@parliament.scot> 
Subject: Michael Matheson’s Expenses  
 
CAUTION: This e-mail originated from outside of The Scottish Parliament. Do not 
click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the 
content is safe. 
 
Dear Mr Yousaf, 
 
I am sure you have been inundated with similar correspondence from concerned 
constituents around the country. I’d like to convey my complete and utter disgust at 
reading of your colleague, Mr. Matheson’s, £11,000 days roaming bill, which seems 
to now be being footed by the taxpayer.  
 
Not only are we living in the midst of an ever increasing cost of living crisis, there are 
many hard working members of our communities who do not earn £11,000 (£65 per 
hour, per day for the seven day period) in an entire year, let alone be able to spend 
this on frivolities, such as roaming charges. There are key members of our society 
who are rightfully campaigning for fractional increases in their hourly wage, and yet 
these are the types of headlines we are reading about how our senior politicians act.  
 
This scenario is completely shameful, more so that, instead of condemning such 
gross public spending, you have confirmed this to be a legitimate parliamentary 
expense, despite the published cap guidelines. Furthermore, it does nothing to 
reassure the people of Scotland that politicians are acting in their best interests.  
 
I’d be grateful of your acknowledgement of this email.  
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  
**********************************************************************  
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 
Scotland  
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 
www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 
 
The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 
email in error please delete it and do not share its contents. 
******************************************************************** 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @parliament.scot> On 
Behalf Of Yousaf H (Humza), MSP 
Sent: Friday, November 10, 2023 10:14 AM 
To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Michael Mathieson  
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent: 09 November 2023 18:41 
To: Yousaf H (Humza), MSP <Humza.Yousaf.msp@parliament.scot> 
Subject: Michael Mathieson 
 
CAUTION: This e-mail originated from outside of The Scottish Parliament. Do not 
click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the 
content is safe. 
 
Hi Humza, 
 
How could Michael Mathieson run up an £11,000 roaming bill over a week of the 
Christmas holidays? 
How could he be so stupid? 
Why do you support him in this? 
 
I had a case at work 15 years ago where in similar circumstances an employee ran 
up a bill for £1,000 on private sex lines, what was Mathison doing? 
 
I first joined the party in 1965 and I am teetering on the brink here. 
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Sent from my iPad 
********************************************************************** 
 
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 
Scotland Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 
 
www.parliament.scot<http://www.parliament.scot> : 
facebook.com/scottishparliament<http://facebook.com/scottishparliament> : 
twitter.com/scotparl<http://twitter.com/ScotParl> 
 
The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 
email in error please delete it and do not share its contents. 
 
********************************************************************** 
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From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Ross Ingebrigtsen 
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 2:53 PM 
To: FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: FMQ Actions Following Prep 
 
[redacted Section 29(1)(d) – operation of any Ministerial private office] 
 
From: Kate Higgins <Kate.Higgins@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 8:39 AM 
To: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot>; First Minister 
FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; FMPU : FMQ Team 
<DLMPOBFMPFMQS@gov.scot>; DL SPADS <DLSPADS@gov.scot>; Spads 
Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal 
information]  @gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal 
information]  @gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: FMQ Actions Following Prep 
 
Presumably Mr MATHESON’s charges relate to foreign travel when cab sec NZeT 
so Japan but also EU. Can we make sure lines cover Brexit being reason any of us 
have roaming charges in Europe?  
 
Special advisor to the First Minister  
Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands 
07790 363 195  
________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 7:29:47 PM 
To: First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; FMPU : FMQ Team 
<DLMPOBFMPFMQS@gov.scot>; DL SPADS <DLSPADS@gov.scot>; Spads 
Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>; [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal 
information]  @gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal 
information]  @gov.scot> 
Subject: FMQ Actions Following Prep  
 
[redacted – not in scope]  
 
A brief on the story in Telegraph re Mr Matheson’s roaming charges. – SpAds  
 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  : FMQ Manager - Scottish 
Government - M[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
 
-------------------- Find out more on Preparing First Minister's Questions (FMQs) ---------
----------- 
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From: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:26 PM 
To: Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Michael Matheson - data spend 
 
KP got me. 
 
Ta 
 
C 
________________________________________ 
From: Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:25:09 PM 
To: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Michael Matheson - data spend  
Tried to catch you earlier to flag. Kevin may already have done so, but in case you 
aren’t aware… 
Michael Matheson racks up £11,000 bill for using iPad on holiday (thetimes.co.uk)  
From: Jennie Gollan  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:20 PM 
To: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot> 
Cc: Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs 
<FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot> 
Subject: Michael Matheson - data spend 
Think we might need something on Michael Matheson (in his MSP capacity) roaming 
charges for tomorrow… 
https://x.com/Douglas4Moray/status/1722316406346113122?s=20  
I see party have issued the below lines with an additional briefing line. Copying Kevin 
to confirm these are the latest. 
J 
A spokesperson for Michael Matheson MSP said: 
“This was a legitimate parliamentary expense to cover constituency work while 
overseas. 
“Mr Matheson was not aware of the problem with his device at the time, which has 
since been resolved.” 
ENDS 
NOTES 
The charges were incurred because of an old SIM card which had not been 
replaced. 
Parliament now caps data spend on mobile devices. 
Briefing note 
Mr Matheson contributed £3,000 towards the cost of the bill from his expenses, and 
the rest was paid by the parliament. 
The SIM card on Mr Matheson’s parliamentary device was outdated and had 
uncapped data limits, which led to the level of charges accumulated. 
 
 
 

https://x.com/Douglas4Moray/status/1722316406346113122?s=20
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From: Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 5:35 PM 
To: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot>; David 
Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot> 
Subject: Scottish Parliament spokesperson statement on Michael Matheson mobile 
data charges 
 
I don’t see this as an FMQ – it relates to Michael Matheson as an MSP – but I can 
make FM aware in case it comes up.  
 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @Parliament.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 4:51 PM 
To: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @Parliament.scot>; Kevin 
Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: For info for SNP Head of Comms - Scottish Parliament spokesperson 
statement on Michael Matheson mobile data charges 
 
For awares 
 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @parliament.scot>  
Sent: 08 November 2023 14:33 
To: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @Parliament.scot> 
Subject: For info for SNP Head of Comms - Scottish Parliament spokesperson 
statement on Michael Matheson mobile data charges 
 
Dear [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
 
For your awareness, these are the media lines that the Parliament Communications 
Office will use to respond to two newspapers who have been in touch today about 
Michael Matheson’s mobile data charges. 
 
One of the papers has already confirmed they plan to run their story – with or without 
our corroboration - saying that Mr Matheson incurred more than £10k in charges.  
 
This is our statement: 
 
Scottish Parliament spokesperson said 
 
“Substantial roaming charges were incurred by Mr Matheson on his parliamentary i-
pad while in Morocco at the start of this year. 
 
“As the Member was still using the Parliament’s previous mobile provider, and hadn’t 
yet switched to our present contract, he incurred significant data fees over and 
above its ‘rest of the world’ tariff rate. 
 
“The Parliament challenged the company over the scale of the data fees – which 
totaled £10,935.74 - and over the late warning to the rising cost, but the company 
declined to meet or waive any of the charges. 



 
“On the basis that the Member has assured the Parliament that these costs were 
incurred in relation to parliamentary business and not for personal or government 
use, we agreed that Mr Matheson would contribute £3,000 from his office cost 
provision and the remainder would be paid centrally by the Parliament.” 
 
Background info 
 
• The mobile provider was EE.  
• The Parliament is now with Vodaphone. 
• The charges were for i-pad data use, not phone calls. 
 
Regards 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  Parliament Communications 
Office 
Scottish Parliament  
Mob: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
Duty Media Officer: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
- for daytime and out of hours media calls to the office  
Follow us on Twitter @scotparl 
Visit www.parliament.scot 
 
**********************************************************************  
The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of 
Scotland  
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 
www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 
 
The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this 
email in error please delete it and do not share its contents. 
********************************************************************** 
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From: Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:28 PM 
To: Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Michael Matheson - data spend 
 
Yes, these are most recent lines  
________________________________________ 
From: Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:20 pm 
To: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot> 
Cc: Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs 
<FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot> 
Subject: Michael Matheson - data spend 
Think we might need something on Michael Matheson (in his MSP capacity) roaming 
charges for tomorrow… 
https://x.com/Douglas4Moray/status/1722316406346113122?s=20  
I see party have issued the below lines with an additional briefing line. Copying Kevin 
to confirm these are the latest. 
J 
A spokesperson for Michael Matheson MSP said: 
“This was a legitimate parliamentary expense to cover constituency work while 
overseas. 
“Mr Matheson was not aware of the problem with his device at the time, which has 
since been resolved.” 
ENDS 
NOTES 
The charges were incurred because of an old SIM card which had not been 
replaced. 
Parliament now caps data spend on mobile devices. 
Briefing note 
Mr Matheson contributed £3,000 towards the cost of the bill from his expenses, and 
the rest was paid by the parliament. 
The SIM card on Mr Matheson’s parliamentary device was outdated and had 
uncapped data limits, which led to the level of charges accumulated. 
  

https://x.com/Douglas4Moray/status/1722316406346113122?s=20
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From: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 8:14 AM 
To: Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot> 
Subject: Fwd: M Matheson Brief 
 
Could you take a look? 
 
Thanks 
D 
________________________________________ 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 8:01:33 AM 
To: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot> 
Subject: M Matheson Brief  
Hi Davie 
See attached for review – not much more we can add to this on our side of things 
Best wishes 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  |Head of FMQ Team| First 
Minister’s Policy Unit | Scottish Government  
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot  
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]    
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From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @gov.scot> On Behalf Of 
Jennie Gollan 
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 3:13 PM 
To: FoI SpAds PO <FoI.SpAdsPO@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Michael Matheson expense claim 
 
[redacted Section 29(1)(d) – operation of any Ministerial private office] 
 
From: Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 12:13 PM 
To: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @snpmedia.net> 
Cc: Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Jennie Gollan 
<Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Michael Matheson expense claim 
 
I’ll be in parly later and will likely see MM. Also copying Emily and Jennie – though 
this is very much about MM as an MSP, not a minister. 
 
From: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @snpmedia.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 12:04 PM 
To: Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot> 
Subject: Fwd: Michael Matheson expense claim 
 
Could we leave this with you to talk with Michael- don't think Smon's questions will 
go away but he seems set on not giving more.  
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Matheson M (Michael), MSP <Michael.Matheson.msp@parliament.scot> 
Date: Wed, Nov 8, 2023 at 11:58 AM 
Subject: Re: Michael Matheson expense claim 
To: [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  @snpmedia.net> 
 
I would just give him the lines we have issued and leave it there. 
 
On 8 Nov 2023, at 11:53, [redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]  
@snpmedia.net> wrote: 
  
CAUTION: This e-mail originated from outside of The Scottish Parliament. Do not 
click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the 
content is safe. 
 
Hi Michael, Simon has come back with some queries below. Are we okay to get back 
with him with the following (would appreciate clarification on points 2 & 3) 
 
1) Does this relate to roaming charges as opposed to phone calls (that is the 
implication of the SIM card point you made)? - The charges are roaming charges 
 



2) Was £3,000 the entire charge incurred or was this a sum agreed upon with the 
parliamentary authorities? £3,000 is obviously a round number so it seems unlikely 
that the charges would come to exactly this amount. 
 
3) If yes to 2), what was the total charge incurred? 
 
4) I cannot see on the relevant register that Mr Matheson travelled to Morocco for 
government business, so can I say this was a holiday? - It was a holiday where Mr 
Matheson had taken his work devices 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Simon Johnson <simon.johnson@telegraph.co.uk> 
Date: Wed, Nov 8, 2023 at 11:36 AM 
Subject: Re: Michael Matheson expense claim 
To: SNP Media <snpmedia@snpmedia.net> 
 
thanks. I would be grateful for clarification on a couple of things:  
 
1) Does this relate to roaming charges as opposed to phone calls (that is the 
implication of the SIM card point you made)? 
 
2) Was £3,000 the entire charge incurred or was this a sum agreed upon with the 
parliamentary authorities? £3,000 is obviously a round number so it seems unlikely 
that the charges would come to exactly this amount. 
 
3) If yes to 2), what was the total charge incurred? 
 
4) I cannot see on the relevant register that Mr Matheson travelled to Morocco for 
government business, so can I say this was a holiday? 
 
thanks 
 
Simon 
 
 
On Wed, 8 Nov 2023 at 11:24, SNP Media <snpmedia@snpmedia.net> wrote: 
Hi Simon, please see below for comment.  
 
 
A spokesperson for Michael Matheson MSP said: 
 
“This was a legitimate parliamentary expense to cover constituency work while 
overseas. 
 
“Mr Matheson was not aware of the problem with his device at the time, which has 
since been resolved.” 
 
ENDS 
 
NOTES 



 
The charges were incurred because of an old SIM card which had not been 
replaced. 
 
Parliament now caps data spend on mobile devices. 
 
On Tue, Nov 7, 2023 at 3:48 PM Simon Johnson <simon.johnson@telegraph.co.uk> 
wrote: 
Hi  
 
I have just spoken to Kevin P and he advised that I refer this query to you. I noticed 
that Michael Matheson put in a £3,000 expense claim earlier this year for his MSP 
(as opposed to minister) mobile phone bill relating to "mobile phone charges 
Morocco". 
 
Obviously this is a lot of public money for a mobile phone bill and I would be grateful 
for an explanation. Kevin said he may also speak to Michael. A link to the claim in 
March is here: 
 
https://mspallowances.parliament.scot/search-detail.html?id=418A97D7-FBD6-475E-
B15688A79DAD9A36&year=2022&crumb=browse 
 
many thanks 
 
Simon 
 
--  
Simon Johnson 
Scottish Political Editor 
Daily Telegraph 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
  
By accepting a commission or payment from us, you agree to our Commissioning 
Terms and Conditions.  
 
telegraph.co.uk 
Twitter: @simon_telegraph 
 
The contents of this message and any attachments to it are private, confidential and 
may be the subject of legal privilege. Telegraph Media Group Limited is registered in 
England and Wales (company number 451593) at 111 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London, SW1W 0DT. If you are not the intended recipient of this email please inform 
us and the sender immediately. You must not take any action based upon the 
contents of this email, nor copy it or show it to anyone. Any unauthorised disclosure, 
use or dissemination of the whole or part of the message contained in such email is 
prohibited. Any views or opinions expressed do not necessarily represent those of 
Telegraph Media Group Limited. It is the recipient’s responsibility to carry out any 
virus checking. Emails sent and received may be read by people other than the 
intended recipient and may be monitored to ensure efficient operation of our email 
systems. 



 
 
 
Simon Johnson 
Scottish Political Editor 
Daily Telegraph 
[redacted – section 38(1)(b) – personal information]   
  
By accepting a commission or payment from us, you agree to our Commissioning 
Terms and Conditions.  
 
telegraph.co.uk 
Twitter: @simon_telegraph 
 
The contents of this message and any attachments to it are private, confidential and 
may be the subject of legal privilege. Telegraph Media Group Limited is registered in 
England and Wales (company number 451593) at 111 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London, SW1W 0DT. If you are not the intended recipient of this email please inform 
us and the sender immediately. You must not take any action based upon the 
contents of this email, nor copy it or show it to anyone. Any unauthorised disclosure, 
use or dissemination of the whole or part of the message contained in such email is 
prohibited. Any views or opinions expressed do not necessarily represent those of 
Telegraph Media Group Limited. It is the recipient’s responsibility to carry out any 
virus checking. Emails sent and received may be read by people other than the 
intended recipient and may be monitored to ensure efficient operation of our email 
systems. 
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