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 

 
 
 

___ 
 
16 January 2023  
 
 
Dear Dr Thani, 

 
I wanted to write to thank you and your delegation for visiting Scotland last month and for 

taking the time to meet with both me and my colleague Angus Robertson, Cabinet Secretary 

for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture, during what was a busy and hopefully 

rewarding trip. I also hope that you’ve had the chance to have a good winter break and that 

you’ve had a positive start to this New Year. 

 

It was a pleasure to catch up with you and to have the chance to progress work on the areas 

of strong mutual interest. My officials are busy working to continue engagement with your 

officials to develop this into a detailed programme of work to drive forward concrete 

deliverables across the key themes that we discussed at our meeting in Glasgow. 

 

I also wanted to bring to your attention an announcement made today that will confirm our 

agreement with the UK Government for the development and delivery of Scottish based 

Green Freeports. We are delighted to finally announce two Green Freeports in Scotland 

(Cromarty Firth and Forth) – these will provide significant trade and investment opportunities 

for Scotland and will offer several opportunities for experienced UAE entities to be involved. 

 

I know during your trip last month you expressed an interest in the potential investment 

opportunities these Freeports could bring and how these could potentially connect up with 

Freeports and other Industry in the UAE. 

 

As discussed at our meeting, it would be great to keep moving forward with our discussions 

to deliver tangible opportunities and outcomes that benefit both of our countries. On this 

basis, I am looking to make a stopover in Dubai on route back from a visit to South East Asia 

and would be keen to meet with you on Saturday the 18th of February 2023 in either Dubai 

or Abu Dhabi. This could be an opportunity to finalise and agree which projects we would like 

to take forward and an opportunity to review progress our teams are making and ensure that 
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we are jointly on the right track. If diaries don’t allow for the 18th February then we can look 
to get a virtual meeting in the diary as soon as diaries allow. 
 
Thank you again for your visit to Scotland. I look forward to meeting you again very soon as 
part of our continuing collaboration and partnership. 
 

 
IVAN McKEE 
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Dhaoine, Obair Chothromach is Cumhachd 

Neil Gray MSP 

Niall Gray BPA 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 
Dr Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi  
Minister of State for Foreign Trade  

 
Email: dr.thani@economy.ae  
Cc:      [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
 

 
19 April 2023 
 

 

 
Dear Dr Thani, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well and that the holy month of Ramadan brought blessings for you 
and your family. 
 
I am writing to you by way of a formal introduction in my new role as Scottish Government 
Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy. As part of my new 
Government portfolio, I will have oversight and responsibility for the ongoing collaboration with 
the UAE. 
 
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and your officials for the achievements 
that have been made to date through engagement with my predecessor Ivan McKee around 
furthering the trade and investment links between Scotland and the UAE. It is really pleasing to 
note the level of progress made and that through continued engagement we have an opportunity 
to build on that momentum and focus. I am looking forward to continuing to work positively 
together to support our mutual areas of interest that have been previously agreed between our 
two Governments. 
 
I look forward to progressing the key areas of discussion to date: 
 

• Energy Transition projects and how we can work together to deliver net zero ambitions 
for both Scotland and the UAE 

• Scotland/UAE Business Engagement – my officials are engaging with prospective 
partners on a UAE-Scotland Business Forum, and we are also very appreciative of the 
support you have shown to high performing companies like Intelligent Growth Solutions 
and Aiber 

• COP28 – we are looking forward to attending COP28 in Dubai later this year, and are 
currently developing our plans for showcasing Scotland’s expertise. 
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• Robotics – we are delighted that the showcasing of our National Robotarium to your 
delegation in December has led to detailed discussions for the UAE to create and deliver 
a Robotics centre in the UAE.  

 
Looking ahead I note that a meeting with you is scheduled for the 10th of May. Assuming that 
date is still acceptable I would be delighted to hold that as an introductory call where we can 
discuss and focus on the vital next steps needed to best maintain progress.  
 
Thank you again for your continued work in engaging with Scottish Government and partner 
agencies. I look forward to working together.  
 
Finally, please accept my sincere best wishes for a happy, healthy and peaceful Eid. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

NEIL GRAY 
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Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work 

and Energy 

Neil Gray MSP 

 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 
___ 

HE Dr Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi 
Minister of State for Foreign Trade 
 
Email: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 XX September 2023  
 
Dear Dr Thani, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well and that you’ve had the chance to take a nice summer break 
with your family.  
 
I noted your recent election to the Chair of the WTO 13th Ministerial Conference MC13  and 
wanted to offer my congratulations on this appointment. There are significant discussions to 
be had around the future of Trade and I am sure the event in Abu Dhabi next year will be 
successful in moving this forward.  As part of this I’d like to share Scotland’s experience and 
speak to you about Scotland’s Vision for Trade – a strategic policy document that sets out our 
principles, vision and values when considering Trade.   
 
Since our meeting in May this year, significant progress has been made by our officials and 
my team have reported that they continue to work positively with your team to build on our 
relationship and ensure we are delivering mutually beneficial outcomes for Scotland and the 
UAE.  I’d like to thank your team for the ongoing work in this space.   
 
During our meeting we committed to maintaining this momentum and discussed my intentions 
for Scotland to engage meaningfully at COP28 in Dubai, including our plans to bring a cohort 
of leading net zero businesses.  I know you were supportive of this and keen to engage with 
those businesses when they come out to the UAE and my team will share a list of the 
companies we have selected shortly.  Work is also well underway to bring together a 
programme of activity that will make the best use of the opportunity COP28 presents in the 
UAE and I would welcome your offer of engagement and support in this programme.  
 
[redacted, s.33(1)(b)] 
 
To continue to build on our relationship, and to announce and promote Scotland’s COP28 
programme I intend to undertake a visit to the UAE later in October. I would like to maintain 
the momentum on the work of the Taskforce by meeting with you in person when I am in 
country to discuss progress. My officials have also started to develop the plans for a potential 
Trade and Investment focused MOU which we can send to you ahead of the meeting and 
discuss its merits in more detail when we meet.   
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I trust you find this acceptable and my officials will be in touch with your team about arranging 
a time for a meeting in the UAE.   
 
Thank you again for your continued interest in working with Scotland. It is very much 
appreciated and I look forward to our next meeting.  
 
 

NEIL GRAY 
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Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work 

and Energy  

Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Eaconamaidh do Mhath 

Dhaoine, Obair Chothromach is Cumhachd 

Neil Gray MSP 

Niall Gray BPA 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 
H.E. Dr Thani Al Zeyoudi 
Minister of State for Foreign Trade 
 
Email: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
 
27 November 2023  

 

 
 
 

Dear Dr Thani, 
 
 
 

It was a pleasure to meet you in person during my recent visit to the United Arab Emirates 
and to have the opportunity to outline Scotland's strengths and hear more about the UAE’s 
ambitious plans for growth. 
 
I was delighted we signed the Memorandum of Understanding, this will provide a robust 
framework to guide our future bilateral engagement on trade and investment and enable this 
to grow from strength to strength. The signing was well received by the Scottish business 
community and I look forward to working with you to realise its full potential. 
 
I hope that you can take up my invitation to visit Scotland again with a business delegation in 
2024. If you are in agreement I would like to use that visit to hold the inaugural Scotland-
UAE Business Forum. I will ask my officials, through our bilateral taskforce, to explore 
options with your team. 
 
During my visit I was able to announce our COP 28 Business programme. I am delighted 
that 19 leading Scottish Net Zero companies will accompany First Minister Humza Yousaf to 
explore collaboration opportunities with UAE counterparts. 
 
I am also very grateful for your kind invitation to the First Minister to participate at events you 
are hosting as part of the COP 28 UN Trade day. I know he is looking forward to meeting 
you and contributing to the success of the events. 
 
In closing I want to thank you for all your efforts in fostering closer bilateral economic ties 
between our countries and to wish you every success at COP 28. 
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Kindest regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEIL GRAY 
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Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work 

and Energy  

Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Eaconamaidh do Mhath 

Dhaoine, Obair Chothromach is Cumhachd 

Neil Gray MSP 

Niall Gray BPA 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 
H.E. MS. Mariam Bint Mohammed Almheiri, 
Cabinet Member and Minister of Climate Change 
and the Environment 
 
 
Email: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
27 November 2023 
 

 

 
Dear Mariam, 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to meet with yourself during my visit to the United Arab 
Emirates.  
 
I was grateful for the overview you provided about your priorities and for the opportunity to 
explain our forthcoming plans in delivering a Wellbeing Economy for Scotland. I hope that 
this will lead to future collaboration and allow us to deliver on mutual net zero ambitions. As 
two countries with strong Oil and Gas sectors, there is vast knowledge that we can share as 
we support our industries in transitioning to Greener practices. 
 
I valued learning about your plans for COP28 and the chance to discuss our mutual views on 
goals for the event itself. Building on from COP26 in Glasgow, we hope to see a push 
towards supporting those most vulnerable to loss and damage that climate change will cause 
will be at the forefront of this year’s event.  
 
The Scottish Government will be sending a delegation to Dubai that will be led by our First 
Minister. I know he would welcome the opportunity to meet with you if you are available to do 
so and continue these conversations. An official request for a meeting will come through the 
formal channels via the embassy, however I just wanted to put this on your radar now 
knowing the huge demands on your time during the event. We are also hosting a St Andrews 
Day Evening Reception on the 30th of November which we would be honoured if you could 
attend. 
 
Thank you again to you and your team for facilitating this meeting and the strong work you 
have undertaken with Scottish representatives based in the UAE to date. I wish you every 
success for COP28 and hope that it provides an excellent platform to advance our climate 
change goals. 
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Kindest regards, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEIL GRAY 
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Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work 

and Energy  

Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Eaconamaidh do Mhath 

Dhaoine, Obair Chothromach is Cumhachd 

Neil Gray MSP 

Niall Gray BPA 

 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 

 

 

 
Mohammad Alhawi 
Undersecretary 
Ministry of Investments 
United Arab Emirates 
 
Email: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
 
28 November 2023  

 

 

Dear Mohammad, 
 

I am grateful to you for making time to meet me during my recent visit to the United Arab 
Emirates. 
 
It was good to learn about the responsibilities of your new Ministry and to be able to explain 
Scotland’s approach to the Wellbeing Economy. During my visit I signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding on bilateral trade and investment with the United Arab Emirates which will 
provide a strong framework for future engagement. Close and constructive engagement 
between our governments will be important to realising the full potential of the MOU and 
continuing to grow our strong trade and investment links. 
 
During my visit I also announced details of the Scottish Government’s COP 28 business 
programme. You expressed an interest in learning more about the 19 Scottish Net Zero 
companies that will accompany First Minister Humza Yousaf to the UAE. You can find more 
information about the delegation here . All of these innovative businesses on this Net Zero 
focused delegation are looking for further collaboration, investment and business 
opportunities so any help or guidance that you can offer them, is very much appreciated and 
my team can certainly help to facilitate further conversations with them directly. 
 
I am keen that we continue to build Scotland’s relationship with your Ministry. Since returning 
from the UAE I have shared the positive details of our meeting directly with the First Minister, 
Mr Humza Yousaf, who was very pleased to hear about the progress being made and has 
asked to meet the Minister of Investment and CEO of ADQ His Excellency Mohamed 
Hassan Alsuwaidi at COP28 to discuss further investment opportunities in Scotland. An 
official request via the NV process will come from our embassy however, I wanted to put this 
on your radar now because I appreciate there will be many demands on his time at COP28. 
 
I do hope that all goes well at COP28, I was certainly impressed by the level of ambition and 
careful planning that has gone into this event and I am in no doubt that the UAE will deliver 
this important global event successfully. 
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I look forward to working closely with your Ministry to this end in the months and years 
ahead. 
 
Kindest regards, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEIL GRAY 
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An Fhìor Urr Humza Yousaf BPA 
Rt Hon Humza Yousaf MSP 
Am Prìomh Mhinistear 
First Minister of Scotland 
 

Taigh Naomh Anndrais,  Rathad Regent, Dùn Èideann  

EH1 3DG 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

F/T: 0300 244 4000 

 


 

  

____ 
31 January 2024 
 
H.E. Dr Thani Al Zeyoudi 
Minister of State for Foreign Trade 
Government of the UAE 
 
Your excellency, 
 
SCOTLAND AT COP28 

It was a pleasure to meet you during my visit to the UAE for COP28 and to take up your kind 
invitation to participate alongside you in the panel sessions. I appreciated that opportunity 
and want to congratulate you and your team for bringing these important topics to the wider 
discussions around climate change and for initiating the first ever trade focused day. 
 
I would like to congratulate the UAE on a very successful COP28. As the largest event of its 
kind, not only did it run seamlessly but crucially the climate outcomes achieved have placed 
us all on to a much stronger and more positive footing than ever before. There is more to do 
and I am sure you will agree there is nothing more important than the future of our planet. 
 
I also appreciated you taking the time for our bilateral meeting and wish to convey my 
personal thanks for the warm welcome and exceptional Emirati hospitality. Whilst that was 
our first meeting, I expect it will not be the last as our countries continue to engage.   
 
Thank you again to you and your team for the continued commitment and interest you show 
in Scotland.  The ongoing collaboration between our officials through the dedicated Scotland 
and UAE taskforce is very much welcome and I look forward to that continuing to progress in 
the areas where we share a mutual understanding and ambition. I know that my Cabinet 
Secretary, Neil Gray will pick up with you on the details of our discussions and take forward 
the progress we want to see under the MOU that was signed in October.   
 
I look forward to hearing of the progress of these discussions and to the strengthening of the 
friendship between Scotland and the UAE.  I hope to see you in Scotland again soon. 
   
My kindest regards, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HUMZA YOUSAF 
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An Fhìor Urr Humza Yousaf BPA 
Rt Hon Humza Yousaf MSP 
Am Prìomh Mhinistear 
First Minister of Scotland 
 

Taigh Naomh Anndrais,  Rathad Regent, Dùn Èideann  

EH1 3DG 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

F/T: 0300 244 4000 

 


 

  

____ 
HRH Sheikh Maktoum Bin Butti Al Maktoum 
[redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
 
 
7 February 2024 

 

Your Royal Highness, 

 

I wanted to write and express my appreciation and gratitude for your attendance at our COP28 
St Andrews Day Reception in Dubai and for the support from your Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in helping us secure meetings and engagements with key representatives from the 
Government of the UAE. 
 
I would also like to congratulate the UAE on a very successful and smooth delivery of COP28. 
I am in no doubt that this important global gathering, excellently delivered in the UAE has 
helped to further our collective global ambitions in the fight against climate change and the 
drive to Net Zero and also provided further stimulus for our continued collaboration between 
Scotland and the UAE. 
 
I appreciate that it was an extremely busy period for the UAE and so I am truly grateful and 
honoured that you attended our event. I do hope that our St Andrew’s event provided you with 
an ideal opportunity to receive a real taste of Scotland and the very best of our traditional 
cultural celebrations and that you enjoyed the traditional Scottish pipe band music. 
 
As we continue to build and deepen Scotland’s relationship with the UAE the support provided 
by your teams becomes ever more invaluable to us and can help us in realising mutually 
beneficial opportunities and ambitions for our two countries. 
 
[redacted, s.33(1)(b)] 
 
I am keen that we can continue to maintain progress around our collaboration and please do 
let my office know if you are visiting Scotland, it would be a pleasure to meet you again. 
 
 
I wish you well and thanks again for honouring us with your attendance at our celebrations.  
 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
http://www.lobbying.scot/


 

Tha Ministearan na h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sònraichte agus an Rùnaire  

Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba) 2016.  Faicibh www.lobbying.scot 
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered 

by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

Kindest Regards, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HUMZA YOUSAF 

http://www.lobbying.scot/
http://www.lobbying.scot/


From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 10:25 AM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Bilateral meeting during Arctic Circle Assembly 
 
Hi [redacted s,38(1)(b)], 
 
Room information below: 
Meeting room Nes, on Harpa 4th floor 
 
Thank you. 
 
Best, 

[redacted s,38(1)(b)]  [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
         

Protocol and International Cooperation 
Specialist 

 أخصائي بروتوكول وتعاون دولي  

Partnerships & Special Projects   الشراكات والمشاريع الخاصة 

        

Tel: +[redacted 
s,38(1)(b)] 

 : [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)] 

 

www.moccae.gov.ae 
Dir: +[redacted 

s,38(1)(b)] 
: [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)] 

 

       

 

 
 

 

SignedbyMOCCAE 

 
From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 2:27 PM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Bilateral meeting during Arctic Circle Assembly 
 

Hi [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks for bringing the time forward to 09:50. That’s much appreciated. 
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)], Head of the Northern Europe and Arctic Team will be the 
contact on the ground. His number is +44[redacted s,38(1)(b)]. 
 

https://www.moccae.gov.ae/
http://www.moccae.gov.ae/signature/logo.png
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Did you manage to get a room from [redacted s,38(1)(b)]? 
 
Kind regards 
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] (he/him) | Senior Policy Adviser - Arctic | Northern Europe and 
Arctic Team 
Europe Division | Directorate for External Affairs | Scottish Government 
E: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | M: +44 (0) [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 

 
From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae 
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 9:56 AM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Bilateral meeting during Arctic Circle Assembly 
 
Hi [redacted s,38(1)(b)], 
 
Who will be our contact person from your side on the ground to help coordinate? From the Ministry, 
it will be [redacted s,38(1)(b)], Director of Partnerships, and you can reach her at +[redacted 
s,38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks, 
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]  [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
         

Protocol and International Cooperation 
Specialist 

 أخصائي بروتوكول وتعاون دولي  

Partnerships & Special Projects   الشراكات والمشاريع الخاصة 

        

Tel: +[redacted 
s,38(1)(b)] 

 : [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)] 

 

www.moccae.gov.ae 
Dir: +[redacted 

s,38(1)(b)] 
: [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)] 

 

       

 

 
 

 

SignedbyMOCCAE 

 
From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 5:57 PM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae 

https://www.moccae.gov.ae/
http://www.moccae.gov.ae/signature/logo.png
https://www.uaeyearof.ae/


Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Bilateral meeting during Arctic Circle Assembly 
 

Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
 
I can make 10:00-10:30 work, thank you. Minister Martin will need to leave Harpa to 
go to the Nordic Energy Research conference sharp at 10:30. If you were able to do 
even 09:50-10:20 that would be great, but if not, I’m happy to leave it at 10:00-10:30. 
 
Do you have a room booked already or shall I contact [redacted s,38(1)(b)]? 
 
Kind regards 
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] (he/him) | Senior Policy Adviser - Arctic | Northern Europe and 
Arctic Team 
Europe Division | Directorate for External Affairs | Scottish Government 
E: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | M: +44 (0) [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 

 
From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae 
Sent: Thursday, October 12, 2023 6:46 AM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: Re: Bilateral meeting during Arctic Circle Assembly 
 

Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)], 

 

Thank you for your email, and we look forward to the meeting. Her Excellency's schedule 

permits her to have a meeting from 10:00 to 10:30 AM at Harpa. Would this time slot be 

suitable? 

 

Kind regards, 

[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 



 
From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Sent: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 7:55 PM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]@moccae.gov.ae 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Subject: RE: Bilateral meeting during Arctic Circle Assembly  
  
Thank you [redacted s,38(1)(b)] for connecting us. I have moved you in to BCC to 
save your inbox going forward and will be sure to let you know should we need to 
book a meeting room. 
  
Dear colleagues 

  
Thank you for picking up the request. I’m sure our Ministers could have an 
interesting discussion. I’m keen to make this work if we can.  
  
Unfortunately, Minister Martin will be participating in a session at another conference 
happening on the morning of the 19th before the Arctic Circle Assembly officially gets 
underway. However, she could be available to meet any time before 10:15 at Harpa 
or the Edition Hotel. This would be ideal from my perspective. 
  
We could also do after 17:00 ahead of the COP28 meeting which I assume you will 
also be attending. 
  
Please do let me know what you think. 
  
Kind regards 
  
redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
  
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] (he/him) | Senior Policy Adviser - Arctic | Northern Europe and 
Arctic Team 
Europe Division | Directorate for External Affairs | Scottish Government 
E: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | M: +44 (0) [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 

  
 

[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 

Trainee 
 

TEL:      [redacted s,38(1)(b)]     [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
DIR:      [redacted s,38(1)(b)] [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
FAX:            [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 

 

P.O.Box : [redacted s,38(1)(b)] [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 

www.moccae.gov.ae 
SignedbyMOCCAE 

https://www.nordicenergy.org/article/conference-energy-security-and-citizens/
http://www.moccae.gov.ae/


From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 12:45 PM 
To: Embassy London [redacted s,38(1)(b)] <[redacted s,38(1)(b)] > 
Cc: John Webster < [redacted s,38(1)(b)]>; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]> 
Subject: RE: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE Ambassador HE 
Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 

Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)],  
 
Many thanks for your email.  
 
I can confirm 15:30 on the 18th at the Embassy works well for John.  
 
I’ll confirm the names of any additional attendees who may accompany him as soon 
as possible.  
 
Best Regards 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]  | Head of the UK, EU and International Relations Team |Scotland 
House - 5th Floor  |58 Victoria Embankment |London |EC4Y 0DS  
Tel: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
Mob: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 

@ScotGovLondon 

 
 
 
From: Embassy London [redacted s,38(1)(b)] [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 12:18 PM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]> 
Cc: John Webster <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]> 
Subject: RE: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE Ambassador HE 
Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 
Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)],  
 
Thank you for your email, and many apologies to the team for the delay in responding. 
 
I have spoken with [redacted s,38(1)(b)], and he would be happy to meet with John on 
Wednesday 18th October, at any time after 13:30.  
 
Could you kindly confirm for me what time would work for John on that date?  
 
With thanks and kind regards, 
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
 
Mr [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  
Secretary to the Ambassador 
United Arab Emirates Embassy 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
DDI: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] | Email: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  

https://twitter.com/ScotGovLondon
http://www.gov.scot/


 
From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 2:00 PM 
To: Embassy London [redacted s,38(1)(b)] Richard  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]> 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
Subject: FW: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE Ambassador HE 
Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 

Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)],  
 
It is a pleasure to be connected. I work alongside John Webster here in Scotland 
House London.  
 
As [redacted s,38(1)(b)] referenced John would be delighted to visit the Embassy to 
meet with [redacted s,38(1)(b)] to reflect on the Cabinet Secretary’s forthcoming trip 
to the UAE. 
 
John currently has good availability on the afternoon of both Wednesday 18th and 
Thursday 19th October, would either date be suitable for [redacted s,38(1)(b)]? 
 
Best Regards 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]  | Head of the UK, EU and International Relations Team |Scotland 
House - 5th Floor  |58 Victoria Embankment |London |EC4Y 0DS  
Tel: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
Mob: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 

@ScotGovLondon 

 
 
 
From: John Webster <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Friday, October 13, 2023 12:30 PM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]> 
Subject: FW: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE Ambassador HE 
Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 

 
From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: 13 October 2023 12:23 
To: Embassy London [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>; John 

Webster <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]|> 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
Subject: RE: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE Ambassador HE 
Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 

Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)], 
Further to my email of 6 October I am able to advise that John Webster, Head of 
Scotland House, would be available to call upon [redacted s,38(1)(b)] to brief him on 

https://twitter.com/ScotGovLondon
http://www.gov.scot/


the Cabinet Secretary’s forthcoming trip to the UAE and learn more about the UAE’s 
ambition’s for COP28.  John is copied in on this exchange and will follow up with you 
directly. 
 
Thank you once again for your assistance, which is very much appreciated. 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
 
 
Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)], 
Thank you for your email following up on the proposed meeting between Cabinet 
Secretary Gray and [redacted s,38(1)(b)].  I agree it was a shame that the changes 
to the Cabinet Secretary’s travel plans due to the train strikes prevented this meeting 
going ahead. 
 
Parliament has just gone into recess for a few weeks and Cabinet Secretary Gray 
has taken the opportunity to take some leave before travelling to the UAE.  I do not 
believe the Cabinet Secretary will be in London before he departs for the UAE so it 
may be best for us on this occasion to follow up at an official level. I will contact John 
Webster about this. 
 
Kindest regards, 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] |Head of Export Promotion Policy| Export and Inward Investment 
Policy Division |  
Directorate for International Trade & Investment | Scottish Government 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
Hybrid working in the office most Weds & Thurs.  Normal WFH pattern: 08:30-12:30 & 
13:00–17:00 Mon-Fri.  Emails will not be monitored outside of these hours so call or text if 
an urgent response is required. 
Tel: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; | ext: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] |Mobile: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] | 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]    
Find us on Twitter @DITIscotland 

 
 
From: Embassy London [redacted s,38(1)(b)] Richard  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 4, 2023 5:56 PM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]> 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; John Webster <[redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]>; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
Subject: RE: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE Ambassador HE 
Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 
Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)],  
 

mailto:scott.strain@gov.scot
http://www.twitter.com/DITIscotland


Many thanks or your email, and apologies for the delay in responding.  
 
I write further to your correspondence regarding the meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray 
and our [redacted s,38(1)(b)]. It was a shame that the meeting could not go ahead in the end, 
but of course these things can’t be helped. Many thanks for letting us know in advance. 
 
You mentioned in your email that the Cabinet Secretary will be visiting the UAE during the week 
of 23rd October, and that it may be possible for the him to call upon the Embassy in the lead up 
to his visit. Could you please inform me of some dates that Mr. Gray will be in London in the 
coming weeks for a potential meeting?  
 
In the event that these dates do not line up with the Ambassador’s schedule, might we also 
explore the possibility that you mentioned of a meeting between our Deputy Head of Mission 
and [redacted s,38(1)(b)] and John Webster? I would be grateful if you would kindly supply 
dates that detail their separate availability. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
With thanks and kind regards,  
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
 
Mr [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  
Secretary to the Ambassador 
United Arab Emirates Embassy 
1-2 Grosvenor Crescent, London SW1X 7EE 
DDI: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]| Email: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2023 3:56 PM 
To: Embassy London [redacted s,38(1)(b)] Richard  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]> 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)];  [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
Subject: RE: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE Ambassador HE 
Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 

Hi [redacted s,38(1)(b)], 
Many thanks for your email confirming the meeting with Deputy Head of Mission 
Khalid Al Qasimi. This is great news. Unfortunately due to rail strike action the 
Cabinet Secretary has to now return to Scotland by air and will sadly be enroute to 
the airport at the time of our proposed meeting.  I am in touch with colleagues 
coordinating the Cabinet Secretary’s programme to see if there are any remaining 
windows elsewhere in the programme that would permit a meeting. I will revert if I 
have any positive options.  
 
Separately, we had confirmation this morning from the Cabinet Secretary’s office that 
he hopes to travel to UAE during the week of 23 October and officials will shortly 
explore options for his programme. If it is not possible for the Cabinet Secretary to 
call on the Embassy in October, I know [redacted s,38(1)(b)] and John Webster 
(Head of Scotland House London) would be willing to find a mutually convenient time 
to brief the Embassy on plans for the visit.  
 



Kind regards, 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] |Head of Export Promotion Policy| Export and Inward Investment 
Policy Division |  
Directorate for International Trade & Investment | Scottish Government 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
Hybrid working in the office most Weds & Thurs.  Normal WFH pattern: 08:30-12:30 & 
13:00–17:00 Mon-Fri.  Emails will not be monitored outside of these hours so call or text if 
an urgent response is required. 
Tel: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; | ext: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; |Mobile: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] | 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]    
Find us on Twitter @DITIscotland 

 
 
 
From: Embassy London [redacted s,38(1)(b)] Richard  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 1:12 PM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]> 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
Subject: RE: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE Ambassador HE 
Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 
Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)],  
 
I hope you are well.  
 
Further to your recent correspondence with my colleague [redacted s,38(1)(b)], I am writing to 
assist in arranging a time for Cabinet Secretary Gray to meet with our Deputy Head of Mission, 
Khalid Al Qasimi and Head of Economic Section, [redacted s,38(1)(b)]. We would be more than 
happy to host the meeting at the Embassy.  
 
Of the dates you have kindly provided, Wednesday 4th October from 14:00 – 15:00 is ideal for 
us. 
 
If you could please confirm that this date and time is still suitable for Mr Gray, I would be most 
grateful.  
 
With thanks and kind regards,  
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
 
Mr [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  
Secretary to the Ambassador 
United Arab Emirates Embassy 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]| 
DDI: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] | Email: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 

http://www.twitter.com/DITIscotland
mailto:Edmund.Burton@mofa.gov.ae
mailto:Scott.Strain@gov.scot


 
From: Embassy London AMO sec  
Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 1:53 PM 
To: '[redacted s,38(1)(b)]' <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]; Subject: RE: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE 
Ambassador HE Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 
Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)] 
 
Many thanks for your email.  Ambassador Abulhoul very much regrets that he will be unable to 
meet Mr Gray on this occasion as he will be out of London on 3 and 4 October. 
 
He has asked our Deputy Head of Mission, [redacted s,38(1)(b)], to meet Mr Gray, along with 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)].  My colleague [redacted s,38(1)(b)] who is copied here will be able to 
confirm which of the two times suggested on your email works best for a meeting with Khalid 
and Mansoor. 
 
Many thanks, and best wishes 
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
 
Ms [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
Executive Secretary to the Ambassador 
United Arab Emirates Embassy 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]| 
DDI: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; | Email: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
 
From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Monday, September 18, 2023 3:25 PM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)];  Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]; Subject: RE: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE 
Ambassador HE Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 

[redacted s,38(1)(b)], 
Thank you and no worries. All well here. I look forward to hearing from you. 
Best, 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] |Head of Export Promotion Policy| Export and Inward Investment 
Policy Division |  
Directorate for International Trade & Investment | Scottish Government 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
Hybrid working in the office most Weds & Thurs.  Normal WFH pattern: 08:30-12:30 & 
13:00–17:00 Mon-Fri.  Emails will not be monitored outside of these hours so call or text if 
an urgent response is required. 
Tel: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]| ext: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] |Mobile: [redacted s,38(1)(b)];  | 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]    
Find us on Twitter @DITIscotland 

mailto:Scott.Strain@gov.scot
mailto:Scott.Strain@gov.scot
http://www.twitter.com/DITIscotland


 
From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
Sent: Monday, September 18, 2023 3:17 PM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]  <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]> 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
Subject: RE: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE Ambassador HE 
Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 
Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)], 
Hope all is well. 
Thanks for your email, and my apologies for the late response. I am ccing HE Ambassador’s office, 
and we shall get back to you soon. 
Kindest regards, 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] 

 
 

From: [redacted s,38(1)(b)] <[redacted s,38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 3:40 PM 
To: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
Cc: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted 
s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; [redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 
Subject: Request for a meeting between Cabinet Secretary Gray and UAE Ambassador HE Mansoor 
Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul 
 

Dear [redacted s,38(1)(b)], 
I hope this email finds you keeping well.  I am a colleague of [redacted s,38(1)(b)], at 
the Directorate of International Trade and Investment at the [redacted s,38(1)(b)]ish 
Government.  [redacted s,38(1)(b)]| is currently unwell so I am contacting you direct 
for your assistance in facilitating a meeting in London on either 3 or 4 October 2023. 

 

[redacted s,38(1)(b)];  
[redacted s,38(1)(b)];  

[redacted s,38(1)(b)]; 

Head of the Economic Affairs section 

  
  
 

  لندن، المملكة المتحدة
London, United Kingdom 

  
www.mofa.gov.ae 

  

 

http://www.mofa.gov.ae/


 
Neil Gray, MSP, Cabinet Secretary for the Wellbeing Economy, Energy, Fair Work 
and Employment will be visiting London to on 3-4 October to undertake a range of 
engagements.  We should be most grateful if Cabinet Secretary Gray could call upon 
His Excellency to discuss Mansoor Abdullah Khalfan Juma Abulhoul bilateral co-
operation between Scotland and the UAE.  We are hopeful that Cabinet Secretary 
Gray will be able to travel to the UAE at some point in October 2023. This meeting 
could be a good opportunity for Cabinet Secretary Gray to better understand the 
UAE’s NetZero ambitions and business engagement plans for COP28 prior to this 
visit. The Cabinet Secretary currently has availability to meet on Tuesday 3 October 
between 15:00-17:00 and Wednesday 4 October between 14:00 – 15:00.  
 
I attach a link to Mr Gray’s biography Neil Gray MSP - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)  Thank you 

in advance for your assistance and please do get in touch should you have any 
questions. 
 
Kind regards, 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)] |Head of Export Promotion Policy| Export and Inward Investment 
Policy Division |  
Directorate for International Trade & Investment | Scottish Government 
5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]| Tel: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]| ext: [redacted s,38(1)(b)]|  |Mobile: 
[redacted s,38(1)(b)]|  | [redacted s,38(1)(b)]    
Find us on Twitter @DITIscotland 

 
 

 

******************************************************************

****  

https://www.gov.scot/about/who-runs-government/cabinet-and-ministers/neil-gray/
mailto:scott.strain@gov.scot
http://www.twitter.com/DITIscotland


From: Dr. Thani Ahmed Alzeyoudi <[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> 
Sent: 27 April 2023 18:28 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> 
Cc: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]<[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]>; [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]>; 
[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]<[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> 
Subject: RE: Correspondence from the Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and 
Energy  
 
Your Excellency Neil,  
  
Thank you very much for your letter dated 19 April 2023. I hope this letter finds you well as Scotland 
enters its spring season.  
  
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you on the recent appointment of Scotland’s First 
Minister and also, on your new role as Scottish Government Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, 
Fair Work and Energy. I look forward to a continued deep relationship with you and your Office.  
  
As you may be aware, I led a delegation to Scotland late last year and since then, numerous teams on 
both sides have been at work to build deeper economic ties between the UAE and Scotland 
respectively. Our joint task force remains focused on key areas such as clean energy, a proposed 
business council, supporting Scottish entities in the UAE with our NextGenFDI program, potential 
transactional opportunities with Masdar and other state entities and a potential robotics centre in the 
UAE in collaboration with Heriot Watt University.  
  
We also look forward to seeing the UAE and Scotland collaborate further as we approach COP28 and 
I understand that my team has been liaising with yours as one of our projects (a global climate coalition 
fund) continues to take shape.  
  
You are correct in that we have a scheduled meeting for the 10th of May and I would be delighted to 
continue with the planned schedule as an opportunity to, as you aptly put it, hold an introductory call 
and briefly touch upon some of the continuing developments of the task force.  
  
Meanwhile, should you feel the need to communicate with me directly on any of the matters listed 
above, please feel free to contact me.  
  
Once again, I wish you the best in your new position and very much look forward to working with you 
as the UAE and Scotland continues to deepen their relationship.  
  
All my best,  
 
Thani 
  
  
From: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> On Behalf Of [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2023 3:14 PM 
To: Dr. Thani Ahmed Alzeyoudi <[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> 
Cc: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]<[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]>; [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]<[redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 

Subject: Correspondence from the Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy  
  

Dr Thani,  



  
Please find attached correspondence from the Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing 
Economy, Fair Work and Energy – Neil Gray MSP. 
  
Kind Regards,  
  
[redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
[redacted, s.38(1)(b)] to Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work 
and Energy – Neil Gray MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
T: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]| M: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]| Email: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
  
  
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
  
  

******************************************************************

****  

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 

solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 

copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 

intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 

and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 

order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 

The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 

those of the Scottish Government. 

******************************************************************

**** 

  
 

 
 
MOE Site: www.economy.ae 
 
This email and any attachments are sent in confidence, subject to applicable legal privilege and upon the basis that the recipient will 
conduct appropriate virus checks. If you receive this email in error, please telephone us upon receipt: you are strictly prohibited from 
using, copying or disseminating it or any information contained in it, save to the intended recipient. Internet communications are not 
secure and Ministry of Economy. is not responsible for their abuse by third parties, nor for any alteration or corruption in transmission, 
nor for any damage or loss caused by any virus or other defects. 

 Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail 

 

http://www.economy.ae/


 

  

Emirates Declaration on 

Sustainable Agriculture, Resilient Food Systems, and Climate Action 

 
We, Heads of State and Government:  

 

Recognizing that unprecedented adverse climate impacts are increasingly threatening the resilience of agriculture and 

food systems as well as the ability of many, especially the most vulnerable, to produce and access food in the face of 

mounting hunger, malnutrition, and economic stresses;  

 

Recognizing the profound potential of agriculture and food systems to drive powerful and innovative responses to 

climate change and to unlock shared prosperity for all; 

 

Underscoring the need to progressively realize the right to adequate food in the context of national food security as well 

as the need to ensure access to safe, sufficient, affordable, and nutritious food for all;  

 

Noting that agriculture and food systems are fundamental to the lives and livelihoods of billions of people, including 

smallholders, family farmers, fisherfolk and other producers and food workers;  

 

Noting the essential role of international and multi-stakeholder cooperation, including South-South and Triangular 

cooperation, financial and funding institutions, trade, and non-state actors in responding to climate change;  

 

Reaffirming our respective commitments, collective and individual, to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, the UN Convention on Biological 

Diversity and the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, the UN Convention to Combat Desertification, 

and the Sharm El Sheikh Joint Work on implementation of climate action in agriculture and food security; as well as 

noting the UN Food Systems Summit; 

 

Recalling also the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, acknowledging 

that they are the primary international, intergovernmental forums for negotiating the global response to climate change;  

 

Recalling the findings of recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) assessments as well as noting the 

Synthesis report by the co-facilitators on the technical dialogue of the first global stocktake;  

 

We stress that any path to fully achieving the long-term goals of the Paris Agreement must include agriculture and food 

systems. 

 

We affirm that agriculture and food systems must urgently adapt and transform in order to respond to the imperatives of 

climate change.  

  

We declare our intent to work collaboratively and expeditiously to pursue the following objectives:  

  

1. Scaling-up adaptation and resilience activities and responses in order to reduce the vulnerability of all farmers, 

fisherfolk, and other food producers to the impacts of climate change, including through financial and technical support 

for solutions, capacity building, infrastructure, and innovations, including early warning systems, that promote 

sustainable food security, production and nutrition, while conserving, protecting and restoring nature. 

 

2. Promoting food security and nutrition by increasing efforts to support vulnerable people through approaches such as 

social protection systems and safety nets, school feeding and public procurement programs, targeted research and 

innovation, and focusing on the specific needs of women, children and youth, Indigenous Peoples, smallholders, family 

farmers, local communities and persons with disabilities, among others;   

 

3. Supporting workers in agriculture and food systems, including women and youth, whose livelihoods are threatened 

by climate change, to maintain inclusive, decent work, through context-appropriate approaches which could include 

increasing, adapting and diversifying incomes;  



 

  

 

4. Strengthening the integrated management of water in agriculture and food systems at all levels to ensure 

sustainability and reduce adverse impacts on communities that depend on these inter-related areas; 

 

5. Maximize the climate and environmental benefits – while containing and reducing harmful impacts – associated with 

agriculture and food systems by conserving, protecting and restoring land and natural ecosystems, enhancing soil health, 

and biodiversity, and shifting from higher greenhouse gas-emitting practices to more sustainable production and 

consumption approaches, including by reducing food loss and waste and promoting sustainable aquatic blue foods;  

 

To achieve these aims – according to our own national circumstances – we commit to expedite the integration 

of agriculture and food systems into our climate action and, simultaneously, to mainstream climate action across our 

policy agendas and actions related to agriculture and food systems.  

 

In fulfilling this commitment, by 2025 we intend to strengthen our respective and shared efforts to:  

  

1. Pursue broad, transparent, and inclusive engagement, as appropriate within our national contexts, to integrate 

agriculture and food systems into National Adaptation Plans, Nationally Determined Contributions, Long-term 

Strategies, National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans, and other related strategies before the convening of 

COP30.   

 

2. Revisit or orient policies and public support related to agriculture and food systems to promote activities which 

increase incomes, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and bolster resilience, productivity, livelihoods, nutrition, water 

efficiency and human, animal and ecosystem health while reducing food loss and waste, and ecosystem loss and 

degradation.  

 

3. Continue to scale-up and enhance access to all forms of finance from the public, philanthropic and private sectors - 

including through blended instruments, public-private partnerships and other aligned efforts - to adapt and transform 

agriculture and food systems to respond to climate change. 

 

4.  Accelerate and scale science and evidence-based innovations – including local and indigenous knowledge – which 

increase sustainable productivity and production of agriculture and related emerging domains, promote ecosystem 

resilience and improve livelihoods, including for rural communities, smallholders, family farmers and other producers. 

 

5. Strengthen the rules-based, non-discriminatory, open, fair, inclusive, equitable and transparent multilateral trading 

system with the World Trade Organization at its core. 

 

With seven years remaining to achieve our shared goals, we intend to strengthen collaboration among our respective 

ministries – including agriculture, climate, energy, environment, finance, and health – and with diverse stakeholders to 

achieve the objectives and efforts articulated in this Declaration, and as appropriate within our national contexts. 

 

To maintain momentum, we intend to benefit from relevant regional and global convenings in order to share experiences 

and to accelerate national and collaborative action. We will review our collective progress next year at COP29 with a 

view to considering next steps in 2025 and beyond. 

 
 
 



Hi [redacted, s.38(1)(b)], 
 
Thank you for your email.  
Kindly find attached a note verbal in regards to the UAE COP28 Declaration on Sustainable 
Agriculture, Resilient Food Systems and Climate Action for your country’s endorsement. 
 
 
If you could kindly assist us in getting this across.  
 
Best,  
[redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 

[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]  [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 

Head of Political Affairs 
Section 

 [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 

UAE Embassy - London  [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 

Tel: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] www.mofa.gov.ae [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 

 

 

 

 تنبيـــــــه: 

ي والملف/الملفات المرسلة معه
ون  يد الإلكبر ي المعن    سرية يعد هذا البر

ي حال لم تكن أنت المتلقر
وتخص فقط الشخص أو الجهة الموجهة لها وف 

ي )والملف/الملفات  بالرسالة. أو وصلتك هذه الرسالة على بريدك  
ون  يد الإلكبر ي عن طريق الخطأ. الرجاء ابلاغ المُرسل وحذف هذا البر

ون  الإلكبر
ي أو أي من مرفقاته. أو التصريــــح أو 

ون  يد الإلكبر الإفصاح  المرفقة( من النظام الخاص بك، ولا يحق لك نسخ أو طبع أو توزيــــع أو استخدام هذا البر
بأي صورة من فأنك ستتعرض    عن محتواه لأي طرف آخر  آنفا  توضيحه  لما تم  ي حال مخالفتك 

المُرسل، وف  من  إلا بموافقة مسبقة  الصور 
 للمساءلة القانونية. 

Disclaimer: 

This message and the file / files attached herewith are confidential and intended only for the addressee. If you 
are not the addressee or you have received this e-mail by mistake. Please notify the addresser and delete it 
and its contents from your system. You are not allowed to copy, print, distribute or use this e-mail and its 
attachments, moreover, you are not allowed to declare or disclose the contents of this e-mail by any means to 
a third party unless obtaining the addresser's prior consent. In case of violating what has been mentioned 
above you will be legally liable. 

From: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] <[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Thursday, October 19, 2023 3:17 PM 
To: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]<[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> 
Cc: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
Subject: Connection to the Scottish Government 
 

Dear [redacted, s.38(1)(b)],  
 

http://www.mofa.gov.ae/
mailto:Paul.Wood@gov.scot
mailto:Paul.Wood@gov.scot
mailto:John.Webster@gov.scot


It was a pleasure to meet you yesterday.  
 
As I mentioned on our call earlier today, please do send any invitations with regards 
to COP 28 directly to me, copied to John Webster – email [redacted, s.38(1)(b)].  
 
We will ensure communications/ invitations are quickly transferred to relevant 
officials who are coordinating the programme of the Scottish Government delegation 
at COP 28.  
 
As referenced during the meeting tomorrow, I will shortly send over relevant 
information relating to the Scottish Business Delegation who will be attending the 
Summit.  
 
Please let me know if your require anything further.  
 
With best wishes 
[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]  
 
[redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
| [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]|Scotland House - 5th Floor [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
Tel: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
Mob: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 

@ScotGovLondon 

 
 
 

******************************************************************

****  

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 

solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 

copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 

intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 

and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 

order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 

The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 

those of the Scottish Government. 

******************************************************************

**** 

  
 

https://twitter.com/ScotGovLondon
http://www.gov.scot/


 
From: John Webster <[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 5:10 PM 
To: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)] 
Cc: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> 
Subject: Good to Meet 
Importance: High 
 

Dear [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]>,  
 
It was really good to meet you this afternoon. Thank you for being so generous with 
your time, and for the offer to facilitate Cabinet Secretary Neil Gray’s visit on 26/27 
October.  
 
Ahead of any discussion with colleagues, I thought you might find it useful to have an 
electronic copy of the documents I shared with you today.  
 
Attached please find a copy of the draft MoU and the Note Verbale detailing the 
meetings requested for Mr Gray’s programme. So far, the meeting with H.E. Dr 
Thani is the only meeting confirmed.   
 
Very best wishes,  
 
John Webster | Head of Scotland House London | Directorate for External Affairs | Scottish 
Government | [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> | [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> | M: [redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> | 
[redacted, s.38(1)(b)]> 
 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

BETWEEN  
 

THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
 

AND  
 

THE GOVERNMENT OF UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
 

CONCERNING COOPERATION IN 
 

 TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN CLEAN ENERGY, EDUCATION AND 
TECHNOLOGY  

 
 
This Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as “MOU”) is made 
between the Scottish Government (Scotland) and the Government of The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) each a “Participant” and collectively the “Participants”). In creating this 
MOU, the Participants acknowledge and support the framework of existing  
agreements and  MOUs between the UK and UAE Governments in particular the 
Partnership for the Future agreement which was signed by the United Kingdom Prime 
Minister the Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP and His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi in September 2021.  . 
 
 
This Memorandum of Understanding does not create any rights or obligations under 
international law, or under the relevant domestic law of either Participant; it is a 
statement of working intent and is not intended to be legally binding. Nothing in this 
Memorandum of Understanding affects the legal obligations and/or rights of either 
Participant. 
 
The Participants recognise the important contribution of mutual collaboration in 
developing strong economic partnerships, focusing on (among others), clean energy, 
technology and education. The Participants intend to work co-operatively within the 
boundaries of existing laws and treaties in their respective jurisdictions on issues set 
out below.  
 
The Participants intend to focus on the following themes for cooperation (the “Priority 
Themes”) which include:  
 

i) Economic relationship building between Scotland and the UAE focusing on 

growing business to business engagement and delivering greater trade and 

investment opportunities for the mutual benefit of both Scottish and UAE 

economies.     

 



ii) A further strengthening of the government to government relationship 

through increased bilateral engagement, noting and welcoming the 

announcement of the opening of a UAE consulate in Scotland.   

 

iii) Strengthening of the collaboration between Scotland and the UAE in areas 

related to clean technologies and building on sharing expertise and 

opportunities in clean energy.   

 

iv) Facilitating collaboration in the development of new breakthrough 

technologies.  With a  focus on the development of space, quantum 

computing and Ai, climate and digital health advanced technologies and 

building upon existing areas of interests and expertise including robotics, 

artificial intelligence and data.     
 

v) Further promotion and strengthening of the higher education and research 

links between Scotland and the UAE, building on the growing presence of 

Scottish higher education institutions active in the UAE.  Enabling greater 

collaboration between higher education institutions in both Scotland and the 

UAE to increase investments, partnerships and the sharing of research and 

ideas.    

 
The Participants understand that this MOU does not commit either Participant to 
financially support any activity carried out under its provisions. 
 
Both Participants have appointed a coordinator to facilitate the development of the 
objectives outlined within this MOU and will continue to operate through a special 
taskforce set up between the UAE Ministry of Economy and The Scottish Government 
Directorate for International Trade and Investment.  This taskforce will continue to 
monitor the different strands of activity and ensure progress is being made and 
Ministers of both Government are kept informed.   
 
This statement will come into operation on the date of the letter of the Participants’ 
signatures and will continue to have effect until four calendar years has passed. The 
Participants may renew this arrangement at the end of its tenure upon their mutual 
written consent. 
 
 
This Statement is signed on XX XX 2023 at …: 
 

For the Government of the United 
Arab Emirates 

 
 

__________________________ 
 

For the Scottish Government 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
 

HE Dr Thani Al Zeyoudi,  
Minister of State for Foreign Trade 

Neil Gray MSP,  
Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing 
Economy, Fair Work and Energy 

 


	1. FOI 202400401030 Document - Inward Visit Follow Up - Ministerial Correspondence - letter to Dr Thani - Redacted Version
	2. FOI 202400401030 Document - Cab-Sec WEFWE Intro Letter to H.E. Dr Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi - Redacted version
	3. FOI 202400401030 Document - Cab Sec Gray letter to Dr Thani on proposed pre COP28 UAE visit - September 2023 - Redacted Version
	4. FOI 202400401030 Document - Cab-Sec WEFWE Thank You Letter to H.E. Dr Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi - Redacted Version
	5. FOI 202400401030 Document - Cab-Sec WEFWE Thank You Letter to H.E. MS. Mariam Bint Mohammed Almheiri - Redacted version
	6. FOI 202400401030 Document - Cab-Sec WEFWE Thank You Letter to Mohammad Alhawi - redacted version
	7. FOI 202400401030 Document - FM Thank You Letters - HE Dr Thani Al Zeyoudi
	8. FOI 202400401030 Document - FM Thank you letter to HRH - redacted version
	9. FOI 202400401030 Document - UAE email chain - Bilateral meeting during Arctic Circle Assembly
	10. FOI 202400401030 - Email Chain - Scotland House London and UAE Embassy
	11. FOI 202400401030 Document - Email Chain from Dr Thani Al Zeyoudi - Fully Redacted
	12. FOI 202400401030 Document - Emirates Declaration ahead of COP28
	13. FOI 202400401030 - Email Chain - RE Connection to the Scottish Government - Fully Redacted
	14. FOI 202400401030 Document - Email Chain from SHL and MOFAIC - Fully redacted
	15. MOU - Scotland the UAE - final text

