
Document 1: Extracts in scope from covering email sent to Cabinet Secretary 
for Justice and Veterans on 24 February 2023 
 
From: [Redacted]  
Sent: Friday, February 24, 2023 8:29 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Minister for Community Safety [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Parliamentary Business [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Lord Advocate 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Solicitor General [Redacted]@gov.scot>; DG Education & 
Justice [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Director of Justice [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Rennick 
NS (Neil) [Redacted]@@gov.scot>; Donald AE (Anna) [Redacted]@@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>;[Redacted]gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>;[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; French C (Craig) 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Young I 
(Ian) [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
([Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@copfs.gov.uk; [Redacted]@copfs.gov.uk>; 
[Redacted]@copfs.gov.uk'  
Subject: OFFICIAL - SENSITIVE. Justice Reform and Victims and Witnesses 
(Scotland) Bill - Bill Pack for CSJV clearance - response requested by close 3 March 
2023 
 
PO colleagues 
 
PRIORITY AND PURPOSE 
 
1. Please find attached a submission seeking CSJV’s clearance of the Bill Pack 
for the Justice Reform and Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) Bill – formerly known 
as the Criminal Justice Reform Bill.   
   
[Text redacted as not in scope of request]  
 
5. Please contact me if you have any questions.  We would be happy to discuss 
the Pack with Mr Brown at the MBMM pre-meet on 1 March if that would be helpful.   
 
 
[Redacted] 
Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit - Criminal Justice Division 
Working from home – contactable by email, Teams & mobile: [Redacted] 
 
  



Document 2: Extracts in scope from submission attached to email in 
Document 1 (24 February 2023) 
 

From:  [Redacted] 
Justice Reform and Victims and Witnesses Bill Team  

      24 February 2023 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans 
 
JUSTICE REFORM AND VICTIMS AND WITNESSES (SCOTLAND) BILL: 
CLEARANCE OF DRAFT BILL AND ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS 
 
 
PRIORITY AND PURPOSE 
 
1. To seek your clearance of the draft Justice Reform and Victims and 
Witnesses Bill (formerly known as the Criminal Justice Reform Bill) and 
accompanying documents.   
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
The Bill 
 
8. To date, the working title for the Bill has been the Criminal Justice Reform Bill.  
[Text redacted - s36 exemption].   
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
[Redacted] 
Criminal Justice Reform Bill Team 
24 February 2023 
 
Copy List: For 

action  For 
information  

  Portfolio 
interest 

Constituency 
interest 

General 
awareness 

Minister for Community Safety 
Minister for Parliamentary 
Business 
Lord Advocate 
Solicitor General 
 

 

X 
X 
X 
 

 

X 
 
 
 
 
 

 



DG Education and Justice 
Neil Rennick, Director of Justice 
Anna Donald, Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Civil Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Criminal Justice 
[Redacted], Civil Justice 
Craig French, SGLD 
[Redacted], SGLD 
[Redacted], SGLD 
[Redacted], SGLD 
[Redacted], SGLD 
[Redacted], SGLD 
[Redacted], SGLD 
Ian Young, PCO 
[Redacted], PCO 
[Redacted], PCO 
[Redacted], Cabinet Secretariat 
[Redacted], PLU 
[Redacted], PLU 
[Redacted], PLU 
[Redacted], SpAd 
[Redacted], Comms 
[Redacted], Comms 
[Redacted], Comms 
[Redacted], FMPU 
[Redacted], JAS 
[Redacted], JAS 
[Redacted], JAS 
[Redacted], JAS 
[Redacted], COPFS 
[Redacted], COPFS 
[Redacted], COPFS 
 

 
  



Document 3: Extracts in scope from note of key points from Ministerial Bill 
Management Meeting (MBMM) pre-meet on 1 March 2023 
 
Welcome and introduction 
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
CSJV stated a preference for ‘victims’ to be foregrounded in the Bill name, e.g. 
‘Victims and Witnesses and Justice Reform Bill’.   
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
Action 

• [Text redacted - s36 exemption] to consider Bill title in light of CSJV’s 
comments. 

 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
  



Document 4: Extract in scope from covering email sent to First Minister on 6 
March 2023 
 
From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 06 March 2023 17:29 
To: First Minister [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Deputy First 
Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Lord 
Advocate [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Solicitor General [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Minister 
for Parliamentary Business [Redacted]@@gov.scot; Minister for Community Safety 
[Redacted]@gov.scot; Permanent Secretary [Redacted]@gov.scot; Director of 
Justice [Redacted]@gov.scot; DG Education & Justice [Redacted]@gov.scot; 
Director of Communications, Ministerial Support [Redacted]@gov.scot; Rennick NS 
(Neil) [Redacted]@gov.scot; Donald AE (Anna) [Redacted]@gov.scot; Swanson DA 
[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Young I (Ian) 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; French C (Craig) [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Criminal Justice Reform Bill - Bill Pack for FM clearance 
 
PS/FM 
 
Please find attached a submission seeking the First Minister’s clearance of the Bill 
Pack for the Criminal Justice Reform (Scotland) Bill.   The Bill’s final title remains 
under consideration; in the meantime you may wish to note that the documents in 
the pack are titled “Justice Reform and Victims and Witnesses Bill”     
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
[Redacted] 
Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit - Criminal Justice Division 
Working from home – contactable by email, Teams & mobile: [Redacted] 
 
 
  



 
Document 5: Extracts in scope from submission attached to email in 
Document 4 (6 March 2023) 
 

From:  [Redacted] 
Criminal Justice Reform Bill Team  

      6 March 2023 
 
First Minister 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM (SCOTLAND) – DRAFT BILL PACK 
 
Priority and Purpose 
 
1. To provide for clearance the draft Bill Pack (comprising draft Bill, Policy 

Memorandum, Financial Memorandum and Delegated Powers Memorandum) for 
the Criminal Justice Reform (Scotland) Bill, due for introduction on 20 April 2023. 
The final title and running order of the Bill is yet to be settled; in the interim you 
will note that the documentation is headed “Justice Reform and Victims and 
Witnesses Bill”.  
 

[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
  

12. The final name and running order of the Bill is yet to be settled and the 
documents in the pack will be restructured and aligned with the outcome of these 
decisions.   
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
 
 
[Redacted] 
Criminal Justice Reform Bill Team 
[Redacted] 
 
Cabinet Secretaries and 
Ministers Copy List For 

Action 

For 
Information 

Portfolio 
interest 

For 
Information 

Constituency 
interest 

For 
Information 

General 
awareness 

Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
and Veterans 
Deputy First Minister 
Lord Advocate 
Solicitor General 
Minister for Parliamentary 
Business 
Minister for Community Safety 
 

 x   
 

X 
X 
X 
X 
 

X 
 

 



Officials Copy List 

Permanent Secretary 
DG Education and Justice 
Director of Justice 
Director of Communications and Ministerial 
Support 
Neil Rennick 
Anna Donald 
Denise Swanson 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
PCO: Ian Young, [Redacted], [Redacted] 
SGLD: Craig French, [Redacted], 
[Redacted], [Redacted], [Redacted], 
[Redacted] 
PLU: [Redacted], [Redacted], [Redacted] 
JAS: [Redacted], [Redacted], [Redacted], 
[Redacted] 
FMPU: [Redacted] 
Comms: [Redacted], [Redacted], 
[Redacted] 
[Redacted]  
[Redacted] 

 
  



Document 6: Extracts in scope from email to Cabinet Secretary for Justice and 
Veterans on 7 March 2023 
 
From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 07 March 2023 16:23 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans [Redacted]@gov.scot  
Cc: Lord Advocate [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Solicitor General [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
Neil Rennick [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Anna Donald [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; French C (Craig) [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Young I (Ian) [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Legal Secretariat to the Lord 
Advocate [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Minister for 
Parliamentary Business <[Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Criminal Justice Reform Bill - MBMM - briefing 
 
PS/CSJV 
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
As discussed with Anna Donald at senior staff this afternoon, [Text redacted - s36 
exemption] have reconsidered the title of the Bill in light of Mr Brown’s feedback and 
propose the title “Victims, Witnesses, and Justice Reform (Scotland) Bill.  We would 
be grateful for confirmation that CSJV is content with this title. 
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
Very happy to discuss 
 
Best wishes 
[Redacted] 
 
 
[Redacted] 
Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit - Criminal Justice Division 
Working from home – contactable by email, Teams & mobile: [Redacted] 
 
  



 
Document 7: Email from Cabinet Secretary Justice and Veterans responding to 
email in Document 6 
 
From: [Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Justice and 
Veterans 
Sent: Wednesday, March 8, 2023 11:25 AM 
To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans 
[Redacted]@gov.scot> 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans [Redacted]@gov.scot @gov.scot> 
Cc: Lord Advocate [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Solicitor General [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
Neil Rennick [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Anna Donald [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Legal 
Secretariat to the Lord Advocate [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business <[Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Criminal Justice Reform Bill - MBMM - briefing 

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This 
email must be placed in the official record (eRDM) by your team in line with SG 
records management policy. 

Hi [Redacted],  
 
Mr Brown is content with the suggested approach.  
 
Thanks, 
[Redacted]  
 
[Redacted] - Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans 
- Keith Brown  
Scottish Government | St Andrews’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG |  
Tel: [Redacted] | Mob: [Redacted] | Email: [Redacted]@gov.scot 
 
The Cabinet Secretary’s preferences can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official 
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a 



Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 
 
  

http://www.lobbying.scot/


Document 8: Extract in scope from covering email sent to Cabinet Secretary 
for Justice and Veterans on 8 March 
 
From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 8, 2023 1:25 PM 
To: zzzCabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans 2021-2023 
[Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Neil Rennick <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]@gov.scot >; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]@gov.scot gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>;  
[Redacted]@gov.scot>;[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>;  [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: MBMM - 9 March 2023 - final version of speaking note for CSJV [text 
redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
Hi PO 
 
Further to Mr Brown’s clearance of the Bill’s short title I attach a revised speaking 
note for tomorrow’s MBMM.   
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
Kind regards 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Criminal Law, Practice and Licensing Unit - Criminal Justice Division 
Working from home – contactable by email, Teams & mobile: [Redacted] 
 
  



Document 9: Extract in scope from attachment to email in Document 8, draft 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans opening remarks for Ministerial Bill 
Management Meeting on 8 March 
 
Draft speaking notes for Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans 
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
The name of the Bill is now settled and will be the Victims, Witnesses, and Justice 
Reform Bill.   
 
[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
 
  



Document 10: Letter to Scottish Parliament on 14 March 2023 
 
Parliamentary Counsel Office 
 
 
 
E: [Redacted]@gov.scot 
 
 

 

[Redacted] 
Head of Chamber, Reporting and 
Broadcasting Group 
The Scottish Parliament 
Holyrood 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 
 

 

 
By email 
14 March 2023 
 
Dear [Redacted] 
 
Victims, Witnesses, and Justice Reform (Scotland) Bill 
 

1. I attach a draft of the Victims, Witnesses, and Justice Reform (Scotland) Bill, 
together with draft accompanying documents. 
 

[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
Short and long titles 

11. In my view, the short and long titles are in neutral terms and accurately 
describe the content of the Bill. I think Parts 1 to 3 can be looked as being 
about victims and witnesses (including, in the case of section 33, parties to 
civil proceedings who are vulnerable), whereas Parts 4 to 6 all relate to 
criminal justice/procedure. But Parts 2 and 3 are also about “justice reform”, 
covering both criminal and civil justice. Hence “justice reform” in the short 
title rather than “criminal justice reform”. 

12. On the long title, it is difficult in a Bill of this nature to avoid it becoming a 
long list of everything the Bill does because the Bill does so many different 
things.  But I have tried to keep it within bounds, while still giving an 
accurate description of the main topics covered by the Bill. 

[Text redacted as not in scope of request] 
 
  



Your sincerely, 
 
Ian Young 
Parliamentary Counsel 
 
 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh  EH6 6QQ 
www.gov.scot    
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