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Dear Pam 
 
At Portfolio Question Time on the 31st January, you requested further information about the 
Official Statistics on Domestic abuse recorded by the police in Scotland.  
 
As you noted in the chamber and as set out in an earlier PQ answer (S6W-22239), the 
publication of the 2022-23 edition was postponed from November 2023 to March 2024. This 
was to allow additional time to review the methodology for the production of these statistics, 
to determine if any future changes in approach would add value. You asked for more details 
about this work and its progress, which Scottish Government statisticians have provided 
below. This includes reference to any additional information on repeat incidents of domestic 
abuse (which you also requested). 
 
At present, the statistics on police recorded domestic abuse are sourced from Police 
Scotland’s interim Vulnerable Persons Database (iVPD). The purpose of the iVPD is to 
ensure any concerns for the victim, or any other person (subjects of concern), are assessed 
and the appropriate action taken. Part of the work to review the methodology for these 
statistics involves taking a more detailed look at the information provided from the iVPD, to 
determine if any amendments to the existing production process would further increase the 
quality of these statistics, and the type of activity they include (as an example this includes 
consideration of variables where  a number of ‘unknown’ or missing values have been 
recorded).  
 
Another part of this work is focused on the rolling program of IT and administrative changes 
being implemented by Police Scotland. The aim of this is to assess whether any of the newer 
systems would be an improved source of data for at least part of these statistics (for example 
Police Scotland’s new national crime recording system might be a better source of more 
detailed information on crimes committed during incidents of domestic abuse, than the 
iVPD).  
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Given the complexity of the above work, the decision has now been taken to produce the 
2022-23 statistics using the existing methodology. This approach is viewed as preferable as 
it will ensure the next edition is released on a timely basis, and it will include further 
information for users on progress with the methodological review and the impact this will 
likely have on future releases.  
 
At this stage we do not have specific details on how any changes might add value to the 
statistics on repeat incidents of domestic abuse, however this will be included as part of the 
wider review. As part of this response, it might be helpful to highlight that the existing product 
does contain some analysis on those types of incident. For example where incidents 
included sufficient information to analyse, 64% in 2021-22 had a victim and suspected 
perpetrator who had previously been recorded in an incident of domestic abuse – though 
these earlier incidents may have involved different partners/ex-partners. Additional 
information on those specific incidents may be made available on request, depending on the 
particular topic of interest. Some examples of details we do hold would include the age and 
gender of those involved, and the profile of any crimes recorded during these incidents.   
 
I hope the above response is helpful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIOBHIAN BROWN 
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