Note of Meeting with Chinese Consul General
Bute House, 16 January 2024

Attendees

First Minister (FM)

Zhang Biao, Consul General (ZB)
[redacted s.38]

[redacted s.38]

Emily Mackintosh, Special Advisor
[redacted s.38], International Relations
[redacted s.38]

Discussion:
[redacted s.32]

ENDS



Email Exchange on Revisions to Meeting Note

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister
Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2024 7:53 AM

To: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternal AffairsAndCulture@gov.scot>;
Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; First Minister
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Meeting Note: FM meeting with Chinese Consul General 16 January

[redacted s.38],

The revision is as per the FM'’s ask, and looks good to me.
Thanks,

[redacted s.38]

[redacted s.38]
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Sent: Monday, January 22, 2024 4:01 PM

To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsAndCulture@gov.scot>;
Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Meeting Note: FM meeting with Chinese Consul General 16 January

Hi [redacted s.38],



| have amended the note as requested. Revisions are in red. Please let me know if
that is ok.

[redacted s.32]
Many thanks,
[redacted s.38]

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister
Sent: Monday, January 22, 2024 9:43 AM

To: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternal AffairsAndCulture@gov.scot>;
Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; First Minister
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Meeting Note: FM meeting with Chinese Consul General 16 January

[redacted s.38],

Thanks again for supporting this meeting. [redacted s.32].

[redacted s.38]

[redacted s.38]
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, January 18, 2024 5:11 PM

To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternal AffairsAndCulture@gov.scot>;
Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted
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s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Subject: Meeting Note: FM meeting with Chinese Consul General 16 January

Good afternoon,

Please find below a note of FM’s meeting with Mr Zhang that took place on Tuesday
16 January. Please let me know if FM is content with the note.

Many thanks,

[redacted s.38]



Email Exchange Discussion Briefing

From: [redacted s.38]

Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 11:45 AM

To: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; John Primrose
<John.Primrose@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FM meeting with Chinese CG - briefing

Thanks [redacted s.38], | have added that line in now.
[redacted s.38]

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 10:24 AM

To: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; John Primrose
<John.Primrose@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon <Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>
Cc: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FM meeting with Chinese CG - briefing

Thanks, [redacted s.38].
John | see you've managed to get in ahead of me. I've put below a bullet | propose
adding in response to the FM team’s request. | can add this in when free.

Thanks
[redacted s.38]

The recent announcement regarding the Grangemouth Refinery is of concern to the
Scottish Government and we wish to ensure that refining continues for as long as
possible at Grangemouth. | would welcome your support in ensuring that we can
secure a long term future for the refinery whilst maximising the opportunities for the
workforce to support planned new operations such as a biorefinery.

[redacted s.38]
Energy Industries Division
The Scottish Government

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 10:02 AM

To: John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon
<Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FM meeting with Chinese CG - briefing

Morning John,



Just to note that FM’s office have asked [redacted s.38] to add some lines on
Grangemouth also. We have some lines already but he’ll review and add some more
detail this morning. Still aiming for 2pm deadline.

Thanks,
[redacted s.38]

From: John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 4:17 PM

To: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon
<Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>

Cc: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FM meeting with Chinese CG - briefing

Sorry am back! Will check it today.

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 4:16 PM

To: Donna MacKinnon <Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>

Cc: John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Subject: FM meeting with Chinese CG - briefing

Hi Donna,
| think John is still offline this afternoon, so I'd be grateful if you can review the
update brief for FM’'s meeting with Mr Zhang. The only additions from the previous

December version is [redacted s.30 and s.32] I've highlighted the additions.

[redacted s.32]. [redacted s.38] will pick up this as | am at a training day all of
Monday.

Please let me know if you are content as drafted:
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A46325299/details

Deadline for sending up to FMPO is 2pm tomorrow.
Many thanks,

[redacted s.38]

[redacted s.38]

International Relations

International Division DEXA| Scottish Government
Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ |[redacted s.38]



Briefing Submission Email

From: [redacted s.38]

Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 1:44 PM

To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsandCulture@gov.scot>;
Communications First Minister <CommunicationsFirstMinister@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; John Primrose <John.Primrose@gov.scot>;
[redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Subject: Briefing: Meeting with Chinese Consul General

Good afternoon,

Please find attached the briefing for FM’s meeting with Mr Zhang on Tuesday. A
social media post, including a photo of the meeting, is planned. FM Comms team
can advise on that in more detail.

Many thanks,
[redacted s.38]

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister
Sent: Wednesday, January 10, 2024 1:52 PM

To: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; First Minister
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternal AffairsAndCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon
<Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Routine: Meeting with Chinese Consul General

Good afternoon [redacted s.38],
Apologies but can you see if the Chinese Consul General can meet FM at 1545?

Many thanks,



[redacted s.38]

[redacted s.38]

Diary Secretary

Office of the First Minister

5% Floor | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG |[redacted
s.38]

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister
Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 3:30 PM

To: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; First Minister
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternal AffairsAndCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon
<Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Routine: Meeting with Chinese Consul General

Thanks [redacted s.38], I'll confirm this in FM’s diary.

Many thanks,
[redacted s.38]

[redacted s.38]

Office of the First Minister

5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG
Email: FirstMinister@gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2023 3:14 PM

To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternal AffairsAndCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon
<Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Routine: Meeting with Chinese Consul General



Hi [redacted s.38],

Consul General has confirmed he is available to meet at the suggested time:
Tuesday 16 January at 14:45-15:15.

| will be supporting FM for this meeting and will send a briefing by 12 January.
Best wishes,

[redacted s.38]

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister
Sent: Monday, December 11, 2023 11:32 AM

To: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; First Minister
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternal AffairsAndCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon
<Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Routine: Meeting with Chinese Consul General

Hi [redacted s.38],

We would like to propose to hold this meeting on Tuesday 16 January at 14:45-
15:15. Grateful for your confirmation if this is suitable for Consul General.

Many thanks,
[redacted s.38]

[redacted s.38]

Deputy Private Secretary/Diary Manager to the First Minister
Office of the First Minister

5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG
Email: FirstMinister@gov.scot

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>

Sent: Monday, December 11, 2023 11:16 AM

To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;



Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternal AffairsAndCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon
<Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Routine: Meeting with Chinese Consul General

Hi [redacted s.38],

| have been advised that this meeting is to be rescheduled. Please can you send a
possible alternative date as soon as possible.

Many thanks,
[redacted s.38]

From: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister
Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 9:36 AM

To: [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; First Minister
<FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>;
Ewan Crawford <Ewan.Crawford@gov.scot>; '[redacted s.38] (Sensitive)'
<[redacted s.38]@fcdo.gov.uk>; International Strategic Comms
<communicationsinternational@gov.scot>; [redacted s.38] <[redacted
s.38]@gov.scot>; Communications Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
<CommunicationsConstitutionExternalAffairsAndCulture@gov.scot>; [redacted
s.38] <[redacted s.38]@gov.scot>; Donna MacKinnon
<Donna.MacKinnon@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Routine: Meeting with Chinese Consul General

Hi [redacted s.38],

Many thanks, FM has noted and agreed to invite Chinese Consul General for a
meeting at Bute House. I'd like to propose that this meeting takes place on
Thursday 14 December at 15:30, subject to parliamentary business. I'd be grateful
for your confirmation if this is suitable.

Many thanks,
[redacted s.38]

[redacted s.38]

Office of the First Minister

5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG
Email: FirstMinister@gov.scot

1.1 Attachment of Email
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BRIEFING FOR THE FIRST MINISTER

MEETING WITH CHINESE CONSUL GENERAL

16 January 2024
Key message e Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
trip to China was a success.

e Valuable connections have been made on the trip and
constructive engagement between Scotland and China should
continue.

What Informal meeting with the Consul General
There will be a gift exchange at the beginning of the meeting.

Why To build on the reinvigorated relationship between Scotland and
China following Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs
and Culture visit to China.

Who Consul General ZHANG Biao [JANG BEE-AW]

Where Bute House

When 15:45 - 16:15, 16 January 2024

Likely themes | Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture
recent visit to China

Media FM Comms Team will advise.

Supporting [redacted s.38]

official

Attached Annex A: Visit report

documents [redacted s.30 and s.32]
Annex D: Biography
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Agenda and Summary

Agenda

This is an informal meeting with no agenda. Talking points will focus on the outcomes
of the Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, External Affairs and Culture recent visit to
China, 23 — 28 November.

Summary
The meeting will be your first engagement with the Consul General.

The meeting is part of continued engagement with the Consulate General and to build
on the connections fostered by Mr Robertson'’s recent visit to China.

[redacted s.30 and s.32]

Sensitivities

[redacted s.30 and s.32]

Points to make

Delighted that Cabinet Secretary’s visit was very productive across the three main
focus points; People to People, Biodiversity and Climate Change, Trade and
Investment.

Thank Consulate General for his support in delivering the programme.

Scotland and China share many links from the international students that attend
our Scottish universities; to research links, such as, Royal Botanic Gardens and
Kunming [KOON-MING] Institute of Botany, as well as trade links. It is great to see
those connections being reinvigorated through in-person dialogue.

The Chinese student population add much value to our universities, cities and
economy. Mr Robertson met with a number of alumni who are enthusiastic
advocates of Scotland. We'd like to ensure we keep connected with them through
our Scottish Connections work. As well as ensure Chinese students enjoy their
experiences here. | would welcome any thoughts you have on how we can achieve
this.

Thanks for your invite to Chinese new Year celebrations at the Assembly Rooms
Edinburgh on 13 February. We are considering the invites - one Minister will attend
to represent SG.

People to People

On government to government links, pleased to see the renewed Memorandum of
Understanding with the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

The MoU will give basis to further cultural links, and with the addition of tourism,
provide platform for dialogue on promoting tourism in our respective nations.
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Already on culture we have the National Galleries of Scotland’s tour of the
Surrealism Exhibition starting in Shanghai next year and Scottish Ballet are planning
a tour in 2025.

Plans are also moving forward for the Eric Liddell Centenary event in June. This will
be an excellent showcase of Scotland and China'’s cultural links.

Excellent news that Hainan Airlines have confirmed their Edinburgh — Beijing route
for 2024. This will be a boost for tourism but also a convenient connection for
numerous Chinese international students in Scotland. We are open to supporting
Hainan Airlines promote this route through Visit Scotland.

Grangemouth

The visit came at an apt time regarding Grangemouth. Mr Robertson met with the
Vice President of China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) and President of
PetroChina to discuss the future of the site. The meeting was beneficial in
discussing Scotland’s Just Transition to Net Zero, greener energy sources and the
future of the site.

This engagement was valuable in signalling Scottish Government's interest in a
sustainable future for Grangemouth and lines of communication will remain open.
The recent announcement regarding the Grangemouth Refinery is of concern to
the Scottish Government and we wish to ensure that refining continues for as long
as possible at Grangemouth. | would welcome your support in ensuring that we
can secure a long term future for the refinery whilst maximising the opportunities
for the workforce to support planned new operations such as a biorefinery.

Biodiversity and Climate Change

e Pleased to see the renewed MoU between Royal Botanical Gardens and
Kunming Institute of Botany and the continuation of their long-standing
research partnership.

e The topic of tackling climate change also came up in meetings with Mayor of
Kunming and the President of Shanghai People’s Association of Friendship.
There are opportunities there to continue dialogue on knowledge sharing, for
example on renewable energy and innovative agriculture.

Trade and Investment

Mr Robertson met with some Scottish based businesses that have trade links in
China, both in market and as a production base.

There was also a roundtable for Science & Technology companies which offered
an enlightening discussion on trade and investment between our nations and how
Scottish Government and our in country network can support Scottish business in
the Chinese market.

We are considering how to build on these connections, including a possible future
ministerial visit focused on trade.
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[redacted s.30 and s.32]

If raised:
[redacted s.30 and s.32]

ANNEX A

VISIT REPORT

Cabinet Secretary - Visit to China, 23-29 November
[redacted s.30 and s.32]

ANNEX B
[redacted s.30 and s.32]

ANNEX C
[redacted s.30 and s.32]

ANNEX D
BIOGRAPHY
Consul General - ZHANG Biao (surname Zhang, pronounced JANG BEE-AW)
Mr Zhang was born in March 1970. He graduated from China Foreign

Studies University, master's degree.

‘f'. _M)' A
‘*3/ He served in Department of West European Affairs, Department of North
‘x. American and Oceanian Affairs, Department of Hong Kong, Macao and
Taiwan Affairs and General Office of Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Mr Zhang was previously posted in Australia, the United States, Tanzania and Eritrea.

He served as Counsellor, General Office of Ministry of Foreign Affairs before taking
post as Consul General of China in Edinburgh in April 2023.

Married with a daughter.

[redacted s.30 and s.32]
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