
From:  
Sent: 06 February 2024 16:42 
To:  

 
Cc:  

 
Subject: For review: Media query  Prestwick 
Attachments: Notes and email to Jus�ce Minister.odt; report a war crime JF.pdf 
 
Hi  colleagues. 
 
We have received a media query about alleged Israeli use of Prestwick. Please let me 
know if content to simply refer the journalist to the airport for comment? This is for this 
evening. 
 
Best wishes. 
 

 
 
Query 
 
Hi   
 
I hope you're well.  
 
I am looking for a response from the Scottish Government for a story we are running this 
evening on a complaint of a war crime made to the Met Police, which mentions an Israeli 
Air Force plane taking off from and landing at Prestwick Airport in November.  
 

 also raised concerns in her report the Scottish Government may be "aiding 
and abetting Israeli actions that constitute genocide in Gaza".  
 
I've attached both her complaint to the Met and her correspondence with Justice Sec 
Angela Constance.  
 
I have also approached Prestwick Airport for comment.  
 
Could you please send over a response before 6pm today?  
 
Best 

   
 
 
 

  

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted

[Redacted]

[Reda

[Redacted]





From:  
Sent: 06 February 2024 17:20 
To:  

 
Cc:  Communica�ons Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work 

and Energy;  
Subject: RE: For review: Media query  Prestwick 
 

  
 
Thanks and happy with the line.  
 

 Operations and Asset Management Unit | The Scottish 
Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | T: 0131 244  | M: 

  
 
 
From: @gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 5:06 PM 
To: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot>; @gov.scot>;  
@gov.scot> 

Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; 
Communications Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy 
<CommunicationsWellbeingEconomyFairWorkandenergy@gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: Media query Prestwick 
 
Removing  for now.  
 
With thanks to  grateful if  could review this suggested response before 5.30 
please? 
 
Best wishes. 
 

 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
 
“To comply with trade agreements between the UK and the EU, the business is required 
to operate on a commercial basis and at arm’s length from the Scottish Government.  
 
“Ministers do not intervene in commercial decisions at the airport.” 
 
 
 

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]



 
From: @gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 4:58 PM 
To: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot>; @gov.scot>;  
@gov.scot> 

Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; 
Communications Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy 
<CommunicationsWellbeingEconomyFairWorkandenergy@gov.scot>;  

@glasgowprestwick.com>; @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: For review: Media query Prestwick 
 
Thanks  I was not aware that this had been discussed yesterday. 
 
The enquiry is from  
 
Are we ok to refer him back to Prestwick from a SG perspective? 
 
Appreciate you sharing your response  
 
Best wishes. 
 

 
From: @gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 4:55 PM 
To: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; 

@gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; 
@gov.scot> 

Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; 
Communications Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy 
<CommunicationsWellbeingEconomyFairWorkandenergy@gov.scot>;  

@glasgowprestwick.com> 
Subject: RE: For review: Media query Prestwick 
 
Thanks  
 
Is this enquiry from  at The National? 
 
If so, colleagues discussed lines with GPA yesterday and agreed the content of these. 
I’ve copied in GPA’s press officer, , who can share GPA response to the 
initial enquiry. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 

[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]
[Redacted] [Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]



   
  

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 
  

 
 

  

 
  

  

  

 
   

 
 
 

[Duplicated text]

[Duplicated text]

[Duplicated text]



 
 

  

[Duplicated text]

[Duplicated text]



From:  on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair 
Work & Energy 

Sent: 06 February 2024 20:35 
To:  Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy 
Cc:  

Communica�ons Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy;  
 Communica�ons Jus�ce and Home Affairs;  

 Callum McCaig 
Subject: RE: FOR CLEARANCE: Media query Prestwick airport IDF  The Na�onal 
 
Hi  
 
Mr Gray is content. 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
 

 to Minister for Small Business, Innovation, Tourism and Trade – Richard 
Lochhead MSP 
The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | E: 
MinisterSBITT@gov.scot | T:  
 

 

 

 
From: @gov.scot>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 8:22 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; Communications Wellbeing 
Economy, Fair Work and Energy <CommunicationsWellbeingEconomyFairWorkandenergy@gov.scot>; 

@gov.scot>; Communications Justice and Home Affairs 
<CommunicationsJusticeAndHomeAffairs@gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; 

@gov.scot>; Callum McCaig @gov.scot> 
Subject: FOR CLEARANCE: Media query Prestwick airport IDF The National 
 
 
Good evening Cab Sec/PO 
 
We have received a media query about IDF use of Prestwick. 
 
For context, I include Prestwick’s response. 
 

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Out of scope]

[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]



Officials have reviewed this suggested response, but Spads have yet to comment. 
 
Grateful for your view ASAP. 
 
Regards 
 

 
Duty Comms 
 
 
Draft response 
 
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: 
 
“To comply with trade agreements between the UK and the EU, the business is required 
to operate on a commercial basis and at arm’s length from the Scottish Government.  
 
“Ministers do not intervene in commercial decisions at the airport.” 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

  

  
 

 
  

 

[Redacted]

[Duplicated text]

[Duplicated text]

[Duplicated text]



 
  

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 

[Duplicated text]

[Duplicated text]



From: @glasgowprestwick.com> 
Sent: 06 February 2024 17:14 
To:  

Cc:  Communica�ons Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work 
and Energy;  

Subject: RE: External - RE: For review: Media query  Prestwick 
 
Hi  
 
The reporter informed us a complaint had been made to the Met Police and that 
the complainer said  there was a 'case to answer' about UK firms' engagement 
with the country because the court refused to throw out the genocide case 
against Israel.  
 
The reporter asked for a response to the following 

• Why the airport was used as a base?  
• Whether any other Israeli Air Force flights have used Prestwick Airport? 
• Whether any will do so in the future?  

We issued the following statement. 

 
A Glasgow Prestwick Airport spokesperson said: “Glasgow Prestwick Airport is 
commercial organisa�on and cannot comment on the details of specific 
customers’ aircra� movements.  
 
All aircra� landing at any aerodrome in the UK (including Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport) require to have Civil Avia�on Authority permission to transit UK airspace 
or land in the UK. 
 
GPA is an important stop over point for over 20 air forces - primarily our own UK 
Air force, other NATO countries, and very occasionally from some Middle East 
countries.  
 
We can confirm that the Israeli Air Force does not and has never used Prestwick 
Airport as a base and has not visited Prestwick since November 2023.” 
 
Thanks 

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]



 
 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

  
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 You don't often get email from michael.mchugh@gov.scot. Learn why this is important  

[Redacted]
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[Duplicated text]

https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


From:  
Sent: 27 March 2024 10:14 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Net Zero and Energy;  

 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Urgent Ms McAllan PQ Asks for this morning S6O-03262 S6O-03266 
Attachments: S6O-03262 - supplimentary ques�on.docx 
 
Good morning  
 
Proposed lines are below.   
 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

For the second part on Israeli flights, we propose the following: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks again, 
 

 
 
From: @gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, 
Net Zero and Energy 

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Out of scope]

[Duplicated text]



Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 9:23 AM 
To: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Net Zero and Energy <CabSecWENZE@gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot> 
Subject: Urgent Ms McAllan PQ Asks for this morning S6O-03262 S6O-03266 
Importance: High 
 
Good morning all, 
 
Ms McAllan has asked for some specific info ahead of PQs this morning: 
 

 
 

 
She has also asked if she can have the most recent lines on Prestwick support and the 
Israel Defence. 
 
Please can we have this by 10:00 this morning? Many thanks! 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 (he/him)  
 
Assistant Private Secretary | Office of the Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Net Zero 
and Energy – Màiri McAllan MSP 
Sco�sh Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Email: 
CabSecWENZE@gov.scot 
 

 
 

 
  

 

[Redacted] [Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Out of scope]

[Out of scope]



From: Willie Mackie < @williemackieconsul�ng.co.uk> 
Sent: 27 March 2024 14:20 
To:  
Cc: Ian Forgie 
Subject: RE: External - RE: External - RE: For info - Parliamentary ques�ons - to be 

answered today 
 
Thanks  for copying me in below. 
 
All good with me. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Willie 
 
Dr Willie Mackie - Director 
 
Willie Mackie (Consulting) Limited 

 

 
 
e.mail : @williemackieconsulting.co.uk 
mobile :  
 
From: @glasgowprestwick.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 2:01 PM 
To: @gov.scot; @gov.scot; @gov.scot 
Cc: Ian Forgie @glasgowprestwick.com>; Willie Mackie @williemackieconsulting.co.uk> 
Subject: RE: External - RE: External - RE: For info - Parliamentary questions - to be answered today 
 
Thanks,  
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
From: @gov.scot @gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 1:51 PM 
To: @glasgowprestwick.com>; @gov.scot; 

@gov.scot 
Cc: Ian Forgie @glasgowprestwick.com>; @williemackieconsulting.co.uk 
Subject: External - RE: External - RE: For info - Parliamentary questions - to be answered today 
 

 
 

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted] [Redacted]
[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]



Ive asked Cab Sec office to   
 

 

 
Thanks  
 

 | Head of Operations and Asset Management Unit | The Scottish 
Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | T: 0131 244  | M: 

  
 
 
From: @glasgowprestwick.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 1:45 PM 
To: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Cc: Ian Forgie @glasgowprestwick.com>; @gov.scot>; 

@williemackieconsulting.co.uk 
Subject: RE: External - RE: For info - Parliamentary questions - to be answered today 
 
Noted, . 
 
Have you picked up the email I sent a few minutes ago, in response the other ques�ons for this 
a�ernoon, with the  some of the proposed lines rela�ng to Israeli movements? 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 

   
  

  
  

  
 

  

  

 
 

 
 
 

  
  

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted] [Redacted]
[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Out of scope]

[Out of scope]



 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 @gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 12:57 PM 
To: @glasgowprestwick.com> 
Cc: Ian Forgie @glasgowprestwick.com>; @gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot> 
Subject: For info - Parliamentary questions - to be answered today 
 
Good afternoon . 
 
The are two Parliamentary Questions on GPA due to be answered during Wellbeing 
Economy, Net Sero and Energy portfolio questions from 2pm today. These are: 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 

[Out of scope]

[Out of scope]

[Out of scope]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted] [Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

For the second part on Israeli flights, our lines are: 
 

 
“Glasgow Prestwick Airport is required to operate on a commercial basis, we 
cannot comment on the details of specific customers’ aircraft movements. 
Ministers do not intervene in commercial decisions at the airport. 
 
Determining which countries’ aircraft can use UK airspace is a matter for the 
UKG and governed by Air Service Agreements between the UK and other 
Countries. These agreements cover aircraft arriving at and departing UK airports 
and aircraft transiting UK airspace. 

[Out of scope]

[Out of scope]



 
The Israeli Air Force does not and has never used Prestwick Airport as a base 
and has not visited Prestwick since November 2023.” 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Apologies for dropping this in a single email, however I hope it’s clear enough to follow. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Operations and Asset Management Unit 
Economic Development Directorate 
 

 

 

[Out of scope]

[Out of scope]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]



 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  
 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

[Out of scope]



 
 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

  

 

 
• This question may be influenced by recent media coverage of an Israeli Air Force 

plane landing at Glasgow Prestwick Airport (GPA) in November 2023.  There is a 
related Written Parliamentary Question from Scottish Labour MSP Carol Mochan 
(S6W-25435). 

• All aircraft landing at any aerodrome in the UK (including Glasgow Prestwick 
Airport) require to have Civil Aviation Authority permission to transit UK airspace 
or land in the UK. 

• GPA is a stop over point for over 20 air forces - primarily the UK Air force  
  GPA 

confirm that the Israeli Air Force does not and has never used Prestwick Airport 
as a base and has not visited Prestwick since November 2023. 

• Since nationalisation of GPA in 2013, GPA has been run on a commercial basis 
by its management and board and Scottish Ministers do not intervene in the day-
to-day running of the business. 

•  
 

 
 

• In relation to the Israeli Air Force landing at GPA in November 2023, Janet 
Fenton, secretary of CND Scotland, lodged a complaint of a war crime with the 
Metropolitan Police on the grounds that because the Scottish Government owns 
the airport it was potentially ‘aiding and abetting Israeli actions that constitute 
genocide in Gaza’. 

• The National published a story on the complaint on 6 February 2024.  Scottish 
Government response was as follows: 

 
To comply with trade agreements between the UK and the EU, the business is 
required to operate on a commercial basis and at arm’s length from the Scottish 
Government. 

 
To note, ‘trade agreements’ was corrected by officials to be ‘agreement’ referring 
to the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the UK and EU. 

 
Contact Name:  
Ext:    

[Out of scope]

[Out of scope]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S6W-25435


From:  
Sent: 27 March 2024 10:04 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Urgent Ms McAllan PQ Asks for this morning S6O-03262 S6O-03266 
 
Tiny bit in red below.  Otherwise good 
 
From: @gov.scot>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 9:58 AM 
To: @gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Urgent Ms McAllan PQ Asks for this morning S6O-03262 S6O-03266 
Importance: High 
 

 
 
Please see the attached additional lines for portfolio questions this afternoon, as well as 
a supplementary question response. 
 
For the first point below, our proposed response is: 
 

 
  

 

 

 
For the second part on Israeli flights, we propose the following: 

 
“Glasgow Prestwick Airport is required to operate on a commercial basis, we 
cannot comment on the details of specific customers’ aircraft movements. 
Ministers do not intervene in commercial decisions at the airport. 
 
Determining which countries’ aircraft can use UK airspace is a matter for the 
UKG and governed by Air Service Agreements between the UK and other 
Countries. These agreements cover aircraft arriving at and departing UK airports 
and aircraft transiting UK airspace. 
 
The Israeli Air Force does not and has never used Prestwick Airport as a base 
and has not visited Prestwick since November 2023.” 
 
 

Grateful for any suggested amendments or comments as soon as possible, 
 

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted] [Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Out of scope]



Thanks again, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 

  
  
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

[Redacted]
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