Annex A

s.29(1)(d) (Operation of any Ministerial Private Office)

An exemption under s.29(1)(d) — Operation of any Ministerial Private Office — of
FOISA applies to some of the information you have requested under you 2" and 3
guestions. Information is exempt under s.29(1)(d) if it relates to the operation of any
Ministerial Private Office.

This exemption is subject to the 'public interest test'. Therefore, taking account of all
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption.
We recognise that there is some public interest in release, however, this is
outweighed by the public interest in ensuring that Officials are able to provide
support to Ministers in a protected environment.

s.30(b)(i) (Substantial inhibition to free and frank provision of advice)

An exemption(s) under section 30(b)(i) — Free and frank provision of advice - of
FOISA applies to some of the information you have requested under your 2" and 3™
guestions. Information is exempt under section 30(b)(i) if disclosure would, or would
be likely to, inhibit substantially the free and frank provision of advice.

This exemption is subject to the 'public interest test'. Therefore, taking account of all
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption.
We recognise that there is some public interest in release, however, this is
outweighed by the public interest in ensuring that officials are able to continue to
provide free and frank advice in a protected environment.

s.30(b)(ii) (Substantial inhibition to free and frank exchange of views)

An exemption(s) under section 30(b)(ii) — Substantial inhibition to free and frank
exchange of views - of FOISA applies to some of the information you have requested
under your 2" and 3" questions. Information is exempt under section 30(b)(ii) if
disclosure would, or would be likely to, inhibit substantially the free and frank
exchange of views.

This exemption is subject to the 'public interest test'. Therefore, taking account of all
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption.
We recognise that there is some public interest in release, however, this is
outweighed by the public interest in ensuring that officials are able to continue to
exchange free and frank views for the purposes of deliberation in a protected
environment.
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Annex B

Reference Casetype | Created Sensitive
202400391792 | FOI 04 January
2024 | Y
202400391793 | FOI 04 January
2024 | Y
202400392015 | FOI 06 January
2024 | Y
202400392166 | FOI 08 January
2024 | Y
202400392245 | FOI 08 January
2024 | Y
202400392301 | FOI 09 January
2024 | Y
202400392398 | FOI 09 January
2024 | Y
202400392573 | FOI 09 January
2024 | Y
202400392694 | FOI 10 January
2024 | Y
202400392949 | FOI 10 January
2024 | Y
202400392969 | FOI 11 January
2024 | Y
202400393282 | FOI 12 January
2024 | Y
202400393479 | EIR 12 January
Request 2024 | Y
202400393491 | FOI 13 January
2024 | Y
202400393717 | FOI 15 January
2024 | Y
202400393741 | FOI 04 January
2024 | Y
202400393765 | FOI 15 January
2024 | Y
202400394135 | FOI 17 January
2024 | Y
202400394175 | FOI 17 January
2024 | Y
202400394249 | FOI 18 January
2024 | Y
202400394258 | FOI 18 January
2024 | Y
202400394590 | FOI 19 January
2024 | Y
202400394712 | FOI 22 January
2024 | Y
202400394753 | FOI 20 January
2024 | Y
202400394829 | EIR 22 January
Request 2024 | Y
202400394837 | FOI 22 January
2024 | Y
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202400394841 | FOI 22 January
2024 | Y

202400394847 | EIR 22 January
Request 2024 | Y

202400394859 | FOI 22 January
2024 | Y

202400395020 | FOI 22 January
2024 | Y

202400395137 | EIR 23 January
Request 2024 | Y

202400395293 | FOI (R) 23 January
2024 | Y

202400395448 | FOI 24 January
2024 | Y

202400395463 | FOI 24 January
2024 | Y

202400395465 | FOI 25 January
2024 | Y

202400395564 | FOI 25 January
2024 | Y

202400395813 | FOI 26 January
2024 | Y

202400395825 | FOI 28 January
2024 | Y

202400395863 | FOI 28 January
2024 | Y

202400396004 | FOI 29 January
2024 | Y

202400396027 | FOI 29 January
2024 | Y

202400396143 | FOI 30 January
2024 | Y

202400396149 | FOI 30 January
2024 | Y

202400396325 | FOI 30 January
2024 | Y

202400396576 | FOI 31 January
2024 | Y

202400396646 | FOI 01 February
2024 | Y

202400396672 | FOI 01 February
2024 | Y

202400396675 | FOI 01 February
2024 | Y

202400396823 | FOI 01 February
2024 | Y

202400396931 | FOI 24 January
2024 | Y

202400397298 | FOI 06 February
2024 | Y

202400397529 | FOI 06 February
2024 | Y

202400397967 | FOI 08 February
2024 | Y

202400398097 | FOI 08 February
2024 | Y
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202400398300 | FOI 11 February
2024 | Y

202400398386 | FOI 12 February
2024 | Y

202400398823 | FOI 12 February
2024 | Y

202400398860 | FOI 13 February
2024 | Y

202400399025 | FOI 14 February
2024 | Y

202400399081 | FOI 14 February
2024 | Y

202400399120 | EIR 14 February
Review 2024 | Y

202400399358 | FOI 15 February
2024 | Y

202400399360 | FOI 15 February
2024 | Y

202400399362 | FOI 15 February
2024 | Y

202400399367 | FOI 15 February
2024 | Y

202400399377 | FOI 15 February
2024 | Y

202400399378 | EIR 15 February
Request 2024 | Y

202400399489 | FOI 16 February
2024 | Y

202400399754 | FOI (R) 19 February
2024 | Y

202400399923 | FOI 19 February
2024 | Y

202400399949 | FOI 19 February
2024 | Y

202400400423 | FOI 21 February
2024 | Y

202400400844 | FOI 23 February
2024 | Y

202400400846 | FOI (R) 22 February
2024 | Y

202400400853 | FOI 22 February
2024 | Y

202400401396 | FOI 27 February
2024 | Y

202400401815 | FOI 28 February
2024 | Y

202400401942 | FOI 29 February
2024 | Y
202400402150 | FOI (R) 01 March 2024 | y
202400402603 | FOI 04 March 2024 | y
202400402718 | FOI 05 March 2024 | y
202400402873 | FOI 06 March 2024 | y
202400403162 | FOI 07 March 2024 | y
202400403342 | FOI 09 March 2024 | y
202400403365 | FOI 10 March 2024 | y
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202400403578 | FOI 11 March 2024 | v
202400403607 | FOI 12 March 2024 | y
202400403608 | FOI 12 March 2024 | y
202400403682 | FOI 10 March 2024 | y
202400403685 | FOI 10 March 2024 | y
202400403911 | FOI 12 March 2024 | y
202400404239 | FOI 12 March 2024 | y
202400404544 | EIR 14 March 2024
Request Y
202400404660 | FOI 14 March 2024 | y
202400404762 | FOI 15 March 2024 | y
202400404912 | EIR 17 March 2024
Request Y
202400404916 | FOI 17 March 2024 | y
202400405172 | FOI 18 March 2024 | v
202400405180 | FOI 18 March 2024 | y
202400405184 | FOI 18 March 2024 | v
202400405189 | FOI 19 March 2024 | y
202400405222 | FOI 19 March 2024 | v
202400405550 | FOI 20 March 2024 | Y
202400405883 | FOI (R) 22 March 2024 | vy
202400405887 | FOI 22 March 2024 | Y
202400406010 | FOI 22 March 2024 | vy
202400406265 | FOI (R) 25 March 2024 | Y
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Annex C
Email 1

From: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2024 12:30 PM

To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Freedom of Information (Fol) request - 202400394068 - Minutes of
meeting with Edinburgh Uni principal (Deadline of 14 February)H

Hi [Redacted]

Just echoing what [Redacted] has sent through below. As this is graded Routine we
can only send through to SpAds for their awareness and not for their comment.
However, if the material being proposed for release is thought to be sensitive in
nature, then please discuss potentially regrading with the FOI unit.

If you still want this to be sent through to SpAds for awareness please could you
send through copies of the documents? SpAds don’t have access to eRDM.

[Redacted]
Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2024 10:26 AM

To: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Freedom of Information (Fol) request - 202400394068 - Minutes of
meeting with Edinburgh Uni principal (Deadline of 14 February)

Hello [Redacted]
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Many thanks for your email.

To note the request is assessed as routine and you have confirmed that the
information being released will require an official decision, so there is no
requirement to send this to SpAds PO for confirmation. @Fol SpAds PO grateful if
you can support this.

Once searches are completed, if the information that is being considered for release
is deemed to be sensitive in nature, you should in the first instance engage with the
Fol unit as soon as possible, outlining your arguments for reassessment. An objective
assessment will then be made by the Fol unit and advised accordingly. If the unit
agrees that the information is sensitive and requiring a Ministerial decision regarding
release, the case will be amended on MiCase and further advice provided.

SpAds are not (and never have been) decision makers regarding Fol and would only
be approached for comment on cases which are assessed as sensitive which is not
the case here. The clearance and decision making would be within your area’s own
parameters. We entrust as the subject matter experts to determine whether
information is regarded as sensitive in nature.

Please ensure that there are 3 versions saved within the case file as at present | can
only see 2 versions which are the original and the redacted version. The version
which is highlighted prior to redaction, detailing the exemptions being applied and
its colour coded key are missing. The 3 versions are required as per the case file
checklist that was provided with the initial Triage advice and is also stored in the case
file for reference:

a. The original

b. A copy marked up for redaction. Information to be withheld should be
highlighted with a different colour used for each exemption or exception
you apply. A colour coded key for each exemption should be provided
for ease of reference

c. The fully redacted copy saved as a PDF ready for issue to the requester.

Grateful if you can prepare your draft response and process via your area’s own
clearance parameters.

Kind regards

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
[Redacted]
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fE: St. Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG
[Redacted]

Viva Engage Community:

In the service —__

of Scotland

[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]
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Email 2

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO
Sent: Monday, January 29, 2024 10:52 AM

To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>

Cc: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI- TRIAGE - UNRWA Funding - 202400395825

Hi [Redacted]

Given that this topic has generated and is continuing to generate media attention
could I ask if the sensitivity grading has been considered or is currently under
consideration?

Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be

filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]
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Email 3

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2024 2:27 PM

To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO
<Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social
Care <CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretariat Inbox
<CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI - TRIAGE - Mr. Matheson resignation - MiCase 202400397967

Hi [Redacted]

Thanks | discussed with [Redacted] in FMPO and if you can please assign this to
myself!

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]| St. Andrew’s House | Scottish Government
[Redacted]

N Scottish Government
il

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2024 1:54 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for NHS Recovery, Health and Social
Care <CabSecNRHSC@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretariat Inbox
<CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI - TRIAGE - Mr. Matheson resignation - MiCase 202400397967
Importance: High
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Thank you [Redacted] and apologises for missing your email [Redacted]

SPADS, one for you?
[Redacted]

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]
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Email 4

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2024 11:00 AM

To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>; [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Nicola Richards
<Nicola.Richards@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI - TRIAGE - Special Advisors who have their permanent residence
outside of Scotland - 202400403406

Good morning all,

I've checked with the team and confirm we don’t hold any of the information
requested. Suggest given the personal nature of the questions this is responded too
via HR/people directorate, who will be best placed to provide any explanations
required as to why this data isn’t something collected or monitored.

| appreciate this case isn’t marked sensitive, but if | could have sight of the final draft
before it issues that would be great.

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

| St. Andrew’s House | Scottish Government
[Redacted]

W Scottish Government
N

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2024 10:25 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Nicola Richards
<Nicola.Richards@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI - TRIAGE - Special Advisors who have their permanent residence
outside of Scotland - 202400403406

Importance: High
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Good morning colleagues,

This request is sitting at 18 days until the final response deadline.

Can you please allocate to a case handler by 16:00 today?

Every Wednesday afternoon, | pass a tracker of unallocated cases to the DG’s
office. Allocating by the set deadline will ensure this request is not captured on this
data. The DG offices are extremely busy therefore, the less cases on their radar the
better.

Many thanks,

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]On Behalf Of Freedom of Information

Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 5:01 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Nicola Richards
<Nicola.Richards@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI - TRIAGE - Special Advisors who have their permanent residence
outside of Scotland - 202400403406

Importance: High

Adding in SPADS for consideration.

[Redacted]

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]
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Email 5

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Thursday, February 1, 2024 12:12 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: Lorna Gibbs <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>;
Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Advice pls - Review 202300389191 - sensitivity assessment and Spad
view

Hi [Redacted]
Thanks for coming back so quickly. [Redacted]
Happy for you to progress this as necessary, but let me know if it's helpful to chat!

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

| St. Andrew’s House | Scottish Government
[Redacted]

W Scottish Government
i

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]

From: [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, January 30, 2024 3:15 PM

To: Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO
<Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
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Cc: Lorna Gibbs <Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: Advice pls - Review 202300389191 - sensitivity assessment and Spad
view

Hi Jennie

I've taken a look at this case, and the information proposed for release, [Redacted]
[Redacted] [Redacted]

I’'m keen that we get this resolved and allow the business team to issue this overdue
review. [Redacted][Redacted][Redacted]

Kind regards,

[Redacted]

Pronouns: [Redacted]
| Yammer: @FOI - Community

[Redacted]
[Not in Scope]
[Not in Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Friday, January 19, 2024 4:35 PM

To: [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: For Comment - FOI Review - 202300389191 - Due 15 January 2015

Hi all

Thanks for the emails attached. [Redacted] If you disagree, please could you
provide more evidence in terms of the criteria for decision making as to why this
review response is now in need of a Ministerial decision?

The criteria for decision making, agreed with the Scottish Information Commissioner,
sets out that a request may be in need of a Ministerial decision if it raises highly
significant public interest issues (or novel or complex FOI issues, which is not the
case here). Clearly there is an element of subjectivity, and we understand that there
is interest in the topic. | have added the criteria as a footnote below for ease.
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[Redacted][Redacted][Redacted]

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

Footnote — sensitivity assessment from the criteria for decision making

3. All requests made under FOISA and EIRs should be regarded as routine unless
objectively assessed by the FOI Unit as sensitive or exceptionally complex. The
following

definitions are not exhaustive and it is important that seeking Ministerial decisions
can be justified, because it may introduce a delay in responding to the requester.

e Sensitive cases are those considered to raise matters of highly significant
public interest. This may include new areas of policy development or major
set piece
events, eg Programme for Government or the Budget.

e Exceptionally complex cases are those likely to involve complex arguments or
legal points which have not been considered in previous cases, or which
involve complex

and nuanced public interest arguments. There may be complex, overlapping policy
interactions to consider.

[Redacted]| Freedom of Information Unit

Scottish Government | [Redacted]

Tel: [Redacted]

Switchboard: [Redacted]

Email: [Redacted]@gov.scot
Join our Yammer: @FOI - Community

[Not in Scope]
[Not in Scope]
[Not in Scope]
[Not in Scope]
[Not in Scope]
[Not in Scope]
[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]
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[Not in Scope]
[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]
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Email 6

From: [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 9:51 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Hi [Redacted]

[Redacted]

If this confirmation could be confirmed please.
Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 4:52 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Thanks all. So are we saying that the RACC info is all that needs Ministerial
clearance. [Redacted] can you pls make the SpAd aware and seek feedback ASAP,

pls

Thanks
[Redacted]

[Not in Scope]
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From: [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 3:19 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Hi [Redacted]

[Redacted]but [Redacted] came in on the same chain suggesting that there was
still some material that was in need of change...so we’re waiting on the final version
of this. Is the final version available and could it be sent through?

Man thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

[Not in Scope]
[Not in Scope]
[Not in Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 10:46 AM

To: RAAC <raac@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Emilie-
Louise Purdie <Emilie-Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Stephen Garvin
<Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>; Caroline Johnston <Caroline.Johnston2@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Communications Social Justice
<CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; Communications NHS Recovery, Health
and Social Care <CommunicationsNHSRecoveryHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
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Communications Education & Skills
<CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Stephen Garvin <Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Hi all,

Thanks, [Redacted], for agreeing to be named as the casehandler on this request,
[Redacted], I've included yourself as this answers your email which was sent earlier
and | have now reassigned.

[Not in scope]
[Not in scope]

Thanks
[Redacted]

[Not in Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 8:46 AM

To: RAAC <raac@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Emilie-
Louise Purdie <Emilie-Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Stephen Garvin
<Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>; Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Communications Social Justice
<CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; Communications NHS Recovery, Health
and Social Care <CommunicationsNHSRecoveryHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills
<CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Good morning,

On reconsidering this FOI in accordance with SG’s Criteria for Decision-making |
have upgraded this request to sensitive.

Please make sure that officials of appropriate seniority in your business area are
aware of the request. A Ministerial decision will be required as a result of our
reassessment. You should therefore seek input from SpAds before making your final
submission to your Minister.
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| also note the request is due tomorrow, if the response is going to be issued late
then | would advise you to make the requester aware of this. We do have wording
you can issue to them, and you would do this using the Acknowledgement function,
please see the wording below —

Holding response when deadline is going to be missed

| refer to my letter of <insert date of acknowledgement> about your request under
the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) for <quote request exactly,
unless it is too long/complicated>.

Under section 10(1) of FOISA, our response to your request is due on <insert date
20 working days from day following date of receipt — this is calculated for you when
you log the request on MiCase>. Unfortunately, it is taking longer than expected to
deal with your request because <if possible, insert brief explanation>. | apologise for
this delay and hope to be able to send you a response by <insert approximate but
realistic date or, if this is not possible, say ‘shortly’>.

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]| Scottish Government | [Redacted] St Andrew’s House, Regent Road,
Edinburgh EH1 3DG

Yammer: @FOI - Community

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]

[Not in Scope]
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Email 7

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 2:46 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: DGHSC Daily FOI Update Report — 23 Feb 24

Hi [Redacted]
Update for 202400392472 is in red below.
Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Monday, February 26, 2024 4:09 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: DGHSC Daily FOI Update Report — 23 Feb 24

Hi [Redacted]

I've put an update in the below with regards to 395195.
Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]
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All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Monday, February 26, 2024 10:47 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: DGHSC Daily FOI Update Report — 23 Feb 24

Hi [Redacted]

Apologies, | had logged off before this came through. I've put updates against these
FOI below on the right. Unfortunately due to the very busy workload for SpAds this
week I'm not able to give timeframes for when we are likely to receive their
comments but will ensure that they are sent to Officials are soon as we receive them.

Referen Summar | Sensi Divisi Rece Du RD:%‘;
ce Y tivity on ived e ining
I’'m not [Now
finding with
DCOO any SpAds.
: correspo
FOl _ Health ndence
202400 Reque FOI Routi | DCO care 23-| 20- 3 [Reda [elating
395195 st eljamel ne (0] Quality Jan | Feb cted] [o this
and one in
Improv our
ement Mailbox.
[Redact
ed]
[Redact [Clean
ed] copies
were
receive
d on
Popula Friday
tion and
FOI Minimum . Health these
gggggg Reque | Unit ngtl PH Strateg Jlalr; FOeSb -11 E:ng]a Wwere
st Pricing y and sent
Improv through
ement to the
SpAd
on
Friday.
[Redac
ted]
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Suppor [Redact [Redac
t ed] ted]
Divisio
health Bfeor
briefing
packs Hedalth
an
202400 Eg'ue ZZi?t?sﬁf Routi | HSCF | Social 10- | 07- [Reda
392694 Stq cariame | M€ | DG Care Jan | Feb cted]
nt health ?:nh?ef
committe
e Execut
ive
NHS
Scotla
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Briefing [Redact [Redac
notes I:aerzlth ed] ted]
202400 E(e)'ue g)‘rcimuni Routi | oo | Quality | 09- | 06- [Reda
392472 stq cations ne and Jan | Feb cted]
Sam ! Improv
Eljamel ement
[Redact |t was
ed] commu
Nhl-_|Sf Health icated
FoI chiet . care. to
202300 Reque executiv Routi CoOo Quality 22- | 25- [Reda Officials
391014 stq e ne and Dec | Jan cted] on
Caroline Improv .
Lamb ement Friday
[Redac
ted]
Many thanks,
[Redacted]
[Redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House
[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2024 4:12 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: DGHSC Daily FOI Update Report — 23 Feb 24

Thanks [Redacted]. Do you have timescales for each of these?
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[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2024 4:09 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Cc: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: DGHSC Daily FOI Update Report — 23 Feb 24

As a further update.
[Redacted]
[Redacted]

We have also received clean copies of the material proposed for release for
202400392969 and have sent this through to SpAds for their comments.

Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

[Not in scope]

[Not in scope]
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Email 8

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 9:02 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI 202400398623 & FOI 202400396975

Not a problem. Please do share, if there’s any confusion caused re 396975 on our
end I'd like to know so that we can put it right.

Thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 8:54 AM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI 202400398623 & FOI 202400396975

Thanks [Redacted]. Do you mind if | share this email with the case handler.
Thanks

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 8:49 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI 202400398623 & FOI 202400396975

Hi [Redacted]
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398623 is still with SpAds after being received by our office after the deadline. I'll be
getting someone in our office today to ask them for an update in the hopes of
speeding this along.

396975 is not one that I've seen nor does it appear that we have a record of in our
mailbox at this time. It's also routine on the system.

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 8:34 AM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: FOI 202400398623 & FOI 202400396975

[Redacted], hi. Can you pls confirm if these 2 requests are with SpAds. If they are,
what are the timescales you are working to?

Many thanks
[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]
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Email 9

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 4:31 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Due tmrrw (22 Mar)

[Redacted]. Will follow up

[Redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 4:24 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Due tmrrw (22 Mar)

Unfortunately it's due tmrrw. Is there any way you could help push this along so it
can go in front of cab sec asap

Thanks
[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 4:21 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Due tmrrw (22 Mar)

[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 4:19 PM

Page 28 of 89



To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Due tmrrw (22 Mar)

Thanks [Redacted]. [Redacted]
[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 4:18 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Due tmrrw (22 Mar)

However, | should have said | will chase

[Redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 4:17 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Due tmrrw (22 Mar)

Hi [Redacted]
202400400844 — can'’t see that we’ve been copied in at all

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2024 4:12 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: FW: Due tmrrw (22 Mar)

[Redacted], are you able to let me know where this is just now in terms of SpAd
input. Thanks
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[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]
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Email 10

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 4:39 PM

To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds
PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Social Care Directorate Business Support
<SCNCSBMU@gov.scot>; Director of Tax and Revenues
<directoroftaxandrevenues@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care
<DGHSC@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; DG Scottish
Exchequer Mailbox <DGScottishExchequer@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; JohnPaul Liddle <JohnPaul.Liddle@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; National Care Service <NationalCareService@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Triage - FOI- Multiple questions , NHS Cab Sec resignation, National
Care service, Covid Inquiry, tax advisory meeting - 202400399025

Hi all,

Just confirming that ownership over question 2 isn’t sitting with our office,
[Redacted] [Redacted]

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]| St. Andrew’s House | Scottish Government
[Redacted]

N Scottish Government
il

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Tuesday, March 5, 2024 4:04 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Social Care Directorate Business Support
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<SCNCSBMU@gov.scot>; Director of Tax and Revenues
<directoroftaxandrevenues@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>;
DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>; DG Scottish Exchequer Mailbox
<DGScottishExchequer@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; JohnPaul
Liddle <JohnPaul.Liddle@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; National Care Service <NationalCareService@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Triage - FOI- Multiple questions , NHS Cab Sec resignation, National
Care service, Covid Inquiry, tax advisory meeting - 202400399025

Importance: High

Hi [Redacted]
[Redacted]
[Redacted]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Wednesday, February 14, 2024 4:25 PM

To: Social Care Directorate Business Support <SCNCSBMU@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Director of Tax
and Revenues <directoroftaxandrevenues@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; DG Corporate
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; DG Scottish Exchequer Mailbox
<DGScottishExchequer@gov.scot>

Subject: Triage - FOI- Multiple questions , NHS Cab Sec resignation, National Care
service, Covid Inquiry, tax advisory meeting - 202400399025

Importance: High

Good afternoon,

Please review this email IN FULL as handling instructions have recently
changed.

It looks like this FOI request may be in relation to your policy area. Please confirm
this sits with you or advise us immediately if it does not; suggesting business areas
that are better suited.

Please note this is a multi area request, which cuts across a few area’s in SG:
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Can you please confirm if your area can provide a contribution for the “questions”
assigned against your area? We are only looking for a confirmation rather than a
contribution, this will assist us with looking for a case handler.Can you confirm by
12:00 tomorrow?

To note, The area / DG with the highest interest will be expected to lead, unless
there is not such in which the FOI unit will collaborate with DG offices and go off data
to assist with allocation, to ensure fairness with the FOI/EIR allocation process.

| have marked this request as sensitive, which only applies to Q2/4 of the request.

Please note the following:

Scottish Covid 19 Inquiry Restriction Order

The Scottish Covid 19 Inquiry has issued a restriction order which affects
information that can be released by the Scottish Government. This may directly
affect the handling of this request. The order can be viewed here.

This restriction must be considered when responding to every request for
information received after 11 October 2023 prior to any information is released.

Is it possible that the information requested could have been shared with the
Scottish Covid 19 Inquiry? If so, you must contact CIRD (Covid Inquiries
Response Directorate) for advice as soon as possible. Please contact them by
emalil : covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot

Guidance on undertaking the check and providing the record is now part of the
compliance documents.

Please note the following:
Timescale

» The response to this case should issue as soon as possible and no later than
the statutory deadline which is 13/03/24

Immediate Actions

Please:

> ‘Assign to self’ through the ‘Case Actions’ tab on MiCase: MiCase - View
Case 399025

» The eRDM casefile can be found here: 202400399025 - Objective ECM
(scotland.gov.uk) All correspondence and evidence of how you reached your
final decision MUST be saved here.

» Send the requester an FOI specific acknowledgement letter, following the
standard template (FOISA Request Templates, page 5). The
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acknowledgement issued by MiCase is not FOI specific and we are required
to do this.
» Complete all relevant documents as your case progresses, including the:

(i) Mandatory Fol Statement of Compliance template linked here via:
“‘Roles & Responsibilities of an Fol case handler” - listing information
identified as in scope and a summary of decisions made

(i) Open and download the mandatory Searches template linked here
recording details of searches carried out and the results.

(iif) Remember to consult the casefile checklist (attached).

» Use the Response Wizard contained in MiCase for ALL letters to the
requester.

Sensitivity

> In FOISA terms we are assessing this case as sensitive. This means a
Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure is required. Please seek input from
SpAds (emailing Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot in order to seek comments) before
making your final submission to your Minister. You may find our FOI
ministerial level submission and decision template useful, linked here

» The sensitivity assessment can change once full searches have been
completed. If after searching you consider the case not to be sensitive, please
engage with the FOI Unit to help us reassess the case.

> Please make officials of appropriate seniority (hormally C Band or above)
aware of the case.

» Please sight your Comms team, parallel media handling may be required.

Requests for legal advice, or requests which reference or incorporate legal
advice

Requests for legal advice are subject to certain handling protocols. If you receive a
request for or relating to legal advice, contact the relevant lawyers in the Scottish
Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) who gave that advice to request a review of
whether the material is subject to legal professional privilege (LPP). Your normal
SGLD contact can help in identifying any legal advice in scope of the request. You
must contact the offices of the Law Officers (Lord Advocate and Solicitor General) if
the request is for or relates to legal advice from the Law Officers. Please also CC
digitalandinformationlaw@gov.scot.

If the request is being dealt with under the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 and you have shared legal advice with any external persons,
please let the FOI Unit know.

Read our advice here.

Requests which capture information about FFM and DFM
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If your FOI/EIR contains information that you think might be personal/of interest to
our former FM and DFM, please contact the FOIU as soon as possible and we will
advise you or sign-post you to the right person.

Guidance

Detailed guidance is available here Freedom of Information (FOI): SharePoint: 2020-
2025 and SharePoint Collection.

Many thanks,
FOI Unit

[Out of Scope]
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Email 11

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2024 8:06 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: RESPONSES BY 13:00, FRIDAY 15 MARCH PLEASE - FOI TRAWL -
202400401720 Q1 - CORRESPONDENCE WITH SCOTTISH INFORMATION
COMMISSIONER RE COVID INQUIRY

Hi [Redacted]
This was the SCANCE | referred to.
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2024 6:32 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: RESPONSES BY 13:00, FRIDAY 15 MARCH PLEASE - FOI TRAWL -
202400401720 Q1 - CORRESPONDENCE WITH SCOTTISH INFORMATION
COMMISSIONER RE COVID INQUIRY

[Redacted]
Thank you for flagging that there may be SCANCE/Cabinet related material within
scope of this request. [Redacted]

Can you confirm whether the attached document is what you were referring to, or
whether you hold additional material that might be in scope?

Thanks
[Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Freedom of Information Unit
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Directorate for Communications and Ministerial Support: Improving Public
Engagement Division

Scottish Government

[Redacted], St Andrew’s House

Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

Yammer: @FOI - Community
[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Friday, March 15, 2024 1:12 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: RESPONSES BY 13:00, FRIDAY 15 MARCH PLEASE - FOI TRAWL -
202400401720 Q1 - CORRESPONDENCE WITH SCOTTISH INFORMATION
COMMISSIONER RE COVID INQUIRY

Hi [Redacted]

[Redacted]. We also have copied of SCANCE notes. Would you like these? There
IS no separate narrative, just the normal emails with the notes.

Let me know.
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

[Out of Scope]
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Attachment for Email 11

From: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and
Cabinet Secretary for Finance

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 6:29 PM

To: [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>;
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; David Hutchison
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Jack
Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>;
Minister for Parliamentary Business <MinisterforPB@gov.scot>; Permanent
Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretariat Inbox
<CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Colin
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot

>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot

>; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Lorna Gibbs <Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>; Lesley
Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot

>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot

>; Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Notification of Level 3 intervention by Scottish Information
Commissioner.

[Redacted]
[Redacted]
Thanks

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Finance — Shona Robison MSP

The Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

T: [Redacted]| M: [Redacted]| Email: DFMCSF@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of
such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot
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From: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 3:58 PM

To: Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and
Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Kevin
Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>;
First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business
<MinisterforPB@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Geoff Huggins
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Lorna Gibbs
<Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>; Lesley Fraser <Lesley.Fraser@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; David Hutchison
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Notification of Level 3 intervention by Scottish Information
Commissioner.

Jeanette/All
Updated and attached (now as ERDM document).

SCANCE - Contribution - Records Management and FOI 5.2.24
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk/documents/A47238834/details

As always
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Head of Digital Citizen Division
[Redacted]

From: Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 3:51 PM

To: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot
>: David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle
<Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; First
Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business
<MinisterforPB@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Geoff Huggins
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Colin
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McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew
Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Lorna
Gibbs <Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scott>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Christopher Mackie
<Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; David
Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Notification of Level 3 intervention by Scottish Information
Commissioner.

Can you update scance to say exactly that please — office has stated not expected
till later in week

From: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 3:46 PM

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Jeanette Campbell
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>;
Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for
Parliamentary Business <MinisterforPB@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Geoff Huggins
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Lorna Gibbs <Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Christopher Mackie
<Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Jeanette
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; David Hutchison
David.Hutchison@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Notification of Level 3 intervention by Scottish Information
Commissioner.

PO/DFM

PO/minister for Parliamentary Business
Perm Sec

SpAds

Further to my email earlier today, we have received an update from the
Commissioner’s office indicating that the intervention will not be received until later
this week. Therefore, the SCANCE item circulated before (and attached again now
to assist) cannot be updated further at this time.
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As always
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Head of Digital Citizen Division

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 9:52 AM

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Jeanette Campbell
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>;
Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Minister for
Parliamentary Business <MinisterforPB@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Geoff Huggins
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Lorna Gibbs
<Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Jeanette Campbell
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Notification of Level 3 intervention by Scottish Information
Commissioner.

Morning [Redacted]

SCANCE attached for consideration. [Redacted]

Noting that colleagues will also be seeing this for the first time, | have also cc’d in
SpAds.

As always
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Head of Digital Citizen Division

[Redacted]
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From: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot > On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and
Cabinet Secretary for Finance

Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 9:35 AM

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Jeanette
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; David Hutchison
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Jack
Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>;
Minister for Parliamentary Business <MinisterforPB@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Geoff Huggins
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Colin
McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot >;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot >;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew
Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Lorna
Gibbs <Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot >;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Christopher Mackie
<Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >

Subject: RE: Notification of Level 3 intervention by Scottish Information
Commissioner.

[Redacted]

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Finance — Shona Robison MSP

The Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

M: [Redacted] | Email: DFMCSF@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of
such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

>

Scottish Government

gov.scot

From: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot > On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and
Cabinet Secretary for Finance

Sent: Friday, February 2, 2024 6:20 PM

To: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >;
Jeanette Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; David Hutchison
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<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Jack
Middleton <Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary
for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Geoff Huggins
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Lorna Gibbs
<Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >

Subject: RE: Notification of Level 3 intervention by Scottish Information
Commissioner.

[Redacted]
[Redacted]

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Finance — Shona Robison MSP

The Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

M: [Redacted] | Email: DFMCSF@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of
such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the
Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot

>

Scottish Government

gov.scot

From: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >

Sent: Friday, February 2, 2024 5:45 PM

To: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Jeanette Campbell
<Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>;
Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Jack Middleton
<Jack.Middleton@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>
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Cc: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Geoff Huggins
<Geoff.Huggins@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]<
[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; Lorna Gibbs
<Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot >

Subject: Notification of Level 3 intervention by Scottish Information Commissioner.
Importance: High

DFM/PO
FM/PO

PURPOSE: [Redacted]

TIMING: The Commissioner will issue a news release at 11am on Sunday.
RECOMMENDATION: [Redacted]

BACKGROUND:

Scottish Government officials received notification today of an embargoed news
release on behalf of the Scottish Information Commissioner. The commissioner will
be on BBC Radio Scotland on Sunday and the news release is scheduled for 11am
that day. The release states:

[Redacted] — s.25(1) Link below.

Commissioner launches new intervention | Scottish Information Commissioner (itspublicknowledge.info)

[Redacted], and lines are being developed to be released after 11am on Sunday.
Scottish Government officials will be on call over the weekend to deal with any
additional matters should they arise (though this is not anticipated).

[Redacted]

Information as to what constitutes a level 3 intervention is noted below.

From Commissioner's Interventions Procedures:

[Redacted] — s.25(1) Link below.

InterventionProcedures.pdf (itspublicknowledge.info)
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https://www.itspublicknowledge.info/commissioner-launches-new-intervention
https://www.itspublicknowledge.info/sites/default/files/2022-04/InterventionProcedures.pdf

As always
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Head of Digital Citizen Division

[Redacted]
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Attachment within the attachment for email 11
Extract from Advice to Ministers — 6™ February 2024
[Redacted]

To highlight awareness of the Level Three Intervention intimated by the Scottish
Information Commissioner on Sunday 4 February. To note that no formal letter or
information on the intervention has been received and the Commissioner’s office has
indicated that it will be later in the week of 5 February until it is received. From the
Information Commissioner interview at the weekend, it will focus on whether the
Scottish Government has frustrated the principles of Freedom of Information but not
adhering to Records Management principles. The Commissioner specifically cites
the use of whatsapp, and “lack of minutes” as examples.

Until the intervention is received, it is difficult to predict the exact action that may be
required. There is overlap with the externally led review announced by the First
minister into use of mobile messaging apps and non-corporate technology, and care
will be taken to ensure that the terms align.

[Redacted]

The Scottish Information Commissioner has intimated that a Level Three Intervention
will be forthcoming to the Scottish Government. Until received, which is anticipated
to be later this week, it is hard to know the extent of its terms. The Commissioner
has indicated that there will be consideration of records management policy and
practices and the use of mobile messaging and how this is recorded.

The First Minister has commissioned an externally led review of use of mobile
messaging apps and non-corporate technology. This will go beyond the terms of the
intervention that both will inform the other. The terms of the review will be carefully
constructed to ensure that they compliment the intervention.

[Redacted]
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Email 12

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 3:16 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]|@gov.scot>

Cc: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI - Request for search - Scottish Ministers v Scottish Information
Commissioner - by 17 Jan please - SGLD LIT to policy with queries - 10 Jan 2023

Hi [Redacted]

[Redacted]

Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be

filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

From: Helen Webster <Helen.Webster@gov.scot>

Sent: Friday, January 5, 2024 11:30 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; Minister for Parliamentary Business
<MinisterforPB@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Solicitor

General <SolicitorGeneral@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
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<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Julie Grant <Julie.Grant@gov.scot>; DG Corporate
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>;
David Rogers <David.Rogers@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretariat Inbox
<CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>; [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Communications DFM & Finance
<CommunicationsDFMandFinance@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce <Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Ashleigh Gray
<Ashleigh.Gray@gov.scot>; Lorna Gibbs <Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; David Hutchison
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Jeanette
Campbell <Jeanette.Campbell@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO
<Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI - Request for search - Scottish Ministers v Scottish Information
Commissioner - by 17 Jan please

Hi all
| am contributing to an FOI asking, amongst a number of things, for:

3. Any correspondence between special advisers, senior civil servants within
either the constitution or legal directorate, and ministers within the Scottish
Government and SNP party officials around the court of session defeat over
James Hamilton's FOI request. This should cover the calendar year of 2023
and exclude MSPs.
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/24000165.judges-deliver-scathing-ruling-
sturgeon-foi-battle/

The date of the FOI was 29 December so I'd be grateful for any material you hold in
scope up to and including that date please.

The deadline is 30 January but to allow time for review, redactions, clearances etc,
I’d be grateful for all material to be collated and returned to me by no later than 17
January please.

Many thanks,
Helen

Helen Webster (she/her) | Deputy Director for Cabinet, Parliament and Governance | Directorate for
Communications and Ministerial Support | Scottish Government

[Redacted]

Page 48 of 89



Working from home and from SG offices and the Scottish parliament. Available on MS Teams, email or mobile.
Please note I'm working flexibly and do not usually work on Friday afternoons. If you receive this outwith normal
working hours please do not feel you need to pick this up outside of your own working pattern.

Page 49 of 89



Email 13

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2024 8:32 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Nicola
Richards <Nicola.Richards@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet
Secretariat Inbox <CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Triage- FOI- SPADS and Bute House- 202400404840

Importance: High

Thank you [Redacted]
Adding in Cabinet Secretariat too, for their thoughts.
MPO, CS, PD, can you please confirm where this request should sit by COP today?

Thank you,
[Redacted]

[Not in scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2024 3:57 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
Nicola Richards <Nicola.Richards@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Cc: DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>

Subject: Triage- FOI- SPADS and Bute House- 202400404840

Importance: High

Good afternoon,

Please review this email IN FULL as handling instructions have recently
changed.

It looks like this FOI request may be in relation to your policy area. Please confirm
this sits with you or advise us immediately if it does not; suggesting business areas
that are better suited.

Sorry all not sure if this sits with PD or SPADS.

Please note the following:

UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiry Restriction Order

Both the UK and Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries have issued a restriction order which
affect information that can be released by the Scottish Government. This may
directly affect the handling of this request. The UK restriction order can be viewed
here and the Scottish restriction order can be viewed here.
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These restriction orders must be considered when responding to every request
for information.

Prior to releasing any information, please consider whether the information
requested has been shared with either the UK or Scottish Covid-19 Inquiries. If so,
you must contact CIRD (Covid Inquiries Response Directorate) for advice as soon
as possible. Please contact them by email: covidinquiriesinformation@gov.scot

Guidance on undertaking the check and providing the record is now part of the
compliance documents.

Timescale

>

The response to this case should issue as soon as possible and no later than
the statutory deadline which is 15/04/2024

Immediate Actions

Please:

>

>

‘Assign to self through the ‘Case Actions’ tab on MiCase: MiCase - View
Case 404840
The eRDM casefile can be found here: 202400404840 - Objective ECM
(scotland.gov.uk) All correspondence and evidence of how you reached your
final decision MUST be saved here.
Send the requester an FOI specific acknowledgement letter, following the
standard template (FOISA Request Templates, page 5). The
acknowledgement issued by MiCase is not FOI specific and we are required
to do this.
Complete all relevant document as your case progresses, including the:
(iv)Mandatory Fol Statement of Compliance template linked here via:
“‘Roles & Responsibilities of an Fol case handler” - listing information
identified as in scope and a summary of decisions made
(v) Open and download the mandatory Searches template linked here
recording details of searches carried out and the results.
(vi)Remember to consult the casefile checklist (attached).
Use the Response Wizard contained in MiCase for ALL letters to the
requester.

Sensitivity

>

In FOISA terms we are assessing this case as routine. This means it should
not require a Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure.

The sensitivity assessment can change once full searches have been
completed. If after searching you consider that the response requires a
Ministerial decision please engage with the FOI Unit to help us reassess the
case.
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> Please ensure that decisions on disclosure are taken by officials of
appropriate seniority (normally C Band or above). You may find our
Submissions Templates useful, linked here

> If necessary please sight your Comms team if you consider that parallel
media handling is required.

Requests for legal advice, or requests which reference or incorporate legal
advice

Requests for legal advice are subject to certain handling protocols. If you receive a
request for or relating to legal advice, contact the relevant lawyers in the Scottish
Government Legal Directorate (SGLD) who gave that advice to request a review of
whether the material is subject to legal professional privilege (LPP). Your normal
SGLD contact can help in identifying any legal advice in scope of the request. You
must contact the offices of the Law Officers (Lord Advocate and Solicitor General) if
the request is for or relates to legal advice from the Law Officers. Please also CC
digitalandinformationlaw@gov.scot.

If the request is being dealt with under the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 and you have shared legal advice with any external persons,
please let the FOI Unit know.

Read our advice here.

Requests which capture information about FFM and DFM

If your FOI/EIR contains information that you think might be personal/of interest to
our former FM and/or DFM, please contact the FOIU as soon as possible and we will
advise you what to do next or sign-post you to the right person to raise this with.
Guidance

Detailed guidance is available here Freedom of Information (FOI): SharePoint: 2020-
2025 and SharePoint Collection.

Many thanks,
FOI Unit

[Out of Scope]
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Email 14

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2024 10:25 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Nicola Richards
<Nicola.Richards@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI - TRIAGE - Special Advisors who have their permanent residence
outside of Scotland - 202400403406

Importance: High

Good morning colleagues,

This request is sitting at 18 days until the final response deadline.

Can you please allocate to a case handler by 16:00 today?

Every Wednesday afternoon, | pass a tracker of unallocated cases to the DG’s
office. Allocating by the set deadline will ensure this request is not captured on this
data. The DG offices are extremely busy therefore, the less cases on their radar the
better.

Many thanks,

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]On Behalf Of Freedom of Information

Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2024 5:01 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Nicola Richards
<Nicola.Richards@gov.scot>; DG Corporate <dgcorporate@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI - TRIAGE - Special Advisors who have their permanent residence
outside of Scotland - 202400403406

Importance: High

Adding in SPADS for consideration.

[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]
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Email 15

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2024 9:36 AM

To: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Director for Local Government and
Housing <DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot >; Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; ARE Information Governance
<AREInfoGovernance@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; ARE Directorate Business Support
<ARE.DirectorateBusinessSupport@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice
<dgej@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External
Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; DG Corporate
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Triage- FOI/EIR- Multi question request - housebuilders, greyhound
racing, council tax on holiday homes ,Humza Yousaf's interview with Middle East
Eye - 202400402718

Importance: High

Thank you Team.
[Redacted]
[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Friday, March 8, 2024 1:43 PM

To: Director for Local Government and Housing
<DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; ARE Information Governance
<AREInfoGovernance@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
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<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; ARE Directorate Business Support
<ARE.DirectorateBusinessSupport@gov.scot>; DG Education & Justice
<dgej@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External
Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; DG Corporate
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Triage- FOI/EIR- Multi question request - housebuilders, greyhound
racing, council tax on holiday homes ,Humza Yousaf's interview with Middle East
Eye - 202400402718

Importance: High

Economy, can you please confirm if you can provide a response for element one of
the request by COP today, so we can go ahead and look for a case handler?

IMPORTANT: If you are content that the questions indicated are for your area, work
should start immediately on preparing the response Please don’t wait until a
coordinating case handler is assigned.

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

From: [Redacted] On Behalf Of Freedom of Information

Sent: Thursday, March 7, 2024 3:36 PM

To: Director for Local Government and Housing
<DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>; Freedom of Information
<foi@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Anna Donald
<Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <Redacted]@gov.scot>; Scott Wightman
<Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Director of
Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; ARE
Information Governance <AREInfoGovernance@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; ARE
Directorate Business Support <ARE.DirectorateBusinessSupport@gov.scot>; DG
Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External
Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; DG Corporate
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<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Triage- FOI/EIR- Multi question request - housebuilders, greyhound
racing, council tax on holiday homes ,Humza Yousaf's interview with Middle East
Eye - 202400402718

Importance: High

Thank you so much [Redacted]
[Redacted]
[Redacted] can you confirm element one of this request is for your area?

Thank you,
[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Thursday, March 7, 2024 2:38 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Anna Donald <Anna.Donald@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Director of Justice
<DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; ARE Information Governance
<AREInfoGovernance@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Director for Local Government and Housing
<DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; ARE
Directorate Business Support <ARE.DirectorateBusinessSupport@gov.scot>; DG
Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External
Affairs <DGSEA@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; DG Corporate
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Triage- FOI/EIR- Multi question request - housebuilders, greyhound
racing, council tax on holiday homes ,Humza Yousaf's interview with Middle East
Eye - 202400402718

Importance: High

Good afternoon,

Please see unallocated FOI/EIR request which is currently sitting unallocated with 18
working days to go until the final response deadline.

Please note | understand that this is a cross cutting requests across several areas of
SG and therefore, does not naturally have a straightforward home.
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Can | please ask that:
e DG Comms, LGH confirm a response for element one of the request?
Can | please ask these are confirmed by 12:00 tomorrow?

To note, the area , DG family with the highest interest will be expected to lead,
unless there is not such in which the FOI unit will collaborate with DG offices and go
off data to assist with allocation, to ensure fairness with the FOI/EIR allocation
process.

| have copy and pasted the request below for ease, highlighting the confirmed
contributions in green.

1. All correspondence received and sent about Stewart Milne Group housebuilders,
including internally, briefings and minutes from any meetings about the company,
from between November 1 2023 and the date of this FOI. [Redacted]

2. All briefings and analysis produced by or for the Scottish Government about the
ban on greyhound racing, between December 1 2023 and the date of this FOI.
-Can you also include any correspondence received and sent by the government
about this topic, including internally? [Redacted]

3. All correspondence with Ross Greer, including minutes from meetings with him,
regarding increasing council tax on holiday homes and additional levy on big retailers
selling alcohol, from the last 12 monthsR[Redacted]

4. All correspondence held by the Scottish Government, including set up
correspondence, about Humza Yousaf's interview with Middle East Eye from
February 2024, including briefings, internal correspondence and communications,
from between October 1 2023 and the date of this FOI? [Redacted]

Thank you,
[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted][Redacted]@gov.scot On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 9:36 AM

To: Scott Wightman <Scott.Wightman@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Director of Justice <DirectorofJustice@gov.scot>; ARE
Information Governance <AREInfoGovernance@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Director for Local Government and Housing
<DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; ARE
Directorate Business Support <ARE.DirectorateBusinessSupport@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; First
Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
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<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: DG Education & Justice <dgej@gov.scot>; DG Communities
<DGCommunities@gov.scot>; DG Strategy and External Affairs
<DGSEA@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Anna Donald
<Anna.Donald@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Triage- FOI/EIR- Multi question request - housebuilders, greyhound
racing, council tax on holiday homes ,Humza Yousaf's interview with Middle East
Eye - 202400402718

Importance: High

Thank you [Redacted]

[Redacted]

Thank you,
[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]
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Email 16
From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Sent: Friday, March 15, 2024 6:14 PM
To: Callum McCaig <Callum.Mccaig@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO
<Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Lynne
Nicol <Lynne.Nicol@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Immediate - [Redacted] - FOI 202400399380 Q4/5- 15 March
Many thanks Callum — much appreciated.
[Redacted]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

Page 59 of 89



Email 17

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 5:27 PM

To: [Redacted]< [Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI/EIR support

Hi all,

That's great, thanks very much.
[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 1:48 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI/EIR support

Hello [Redacted]

We’ve had direction from Andy Bruce/Lesley Fraser to ramp up our support to case
handlers of FOI/EIRs to ensure that they are issued on time.

[Redacted]

| don’t want to add to your, already heavy workload, so whatever way you can give
me this info would be very much appreciated.

[Redacted]

[Redacted] If this isn’t being done, we, in the FOI unit, need to help case handlers
manage this process better.

Thanks very much,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

FOI Unit

Comms:Improving Public Engagement Division
St Andrews House

Regent Road

Edinburgh

EH1 3DG
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Email 18

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 6:03 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOI202400396143

Thanks very much [Redacted]
[Redacted]
[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2024 5:39 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: FOI202400396143

Hi all,

Sorry to bombard you all but is there likely to be any movement on FOI
2024003961437
MiCase - View Case 396143

[Redacted]but Andy Bruce is asking me to chase to see if this will go back to
officials tonight. [Redacted]

It's a big ask as | know you only got this on Monday evening but if you could even
just give us an indication re SpAds review. [Redacted]

Thanks very much,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

FOI Unit

Comms:Improving Public Engagement Division
St Andrews House

Regent Road

Edinburgh

EH1 3DG
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Email 19

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 11:59 AM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Hi [Redacted]
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Thanks,

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 9:51 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Hi [Redacted]

[Redacted]

If this confirmation could be confirmed please.

Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official

reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 4:52 PM
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To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Thanks all. So are we saying that the RACC info is all that needs Ministerial
clearance. [Redacted] can you pls make the SpAd aware and seek feedback ASAP,

pls

Thanks
[Redacted]
[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 3:19 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Hi [Redacted]

[Redacted] but [Redacted] came in on the same chain suggesting that there was
still some material that was in need of change...so we’re waiting on the final version
of this. Is the final version available and could it be sent through?

Man thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 3:08 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
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Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Importance: High

Hi [Redacted], thanks for this. Did you email the SpAd directly? | am in contact with
SpAds PO and [Redacted]. There may be crossed wires, tho. | have included
SpAds PO into this email to speed this along a bit.

Thanks

[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]

From[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 10:46 AM

To: RAAC <raac@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Emilie-
Louise Purdie <Emilie-Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Stephen Garvin
<Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>; Caroline Johnston <Caroline.Johnston2@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Communications Social Justice
<CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; Communications NHS Recovery, Health
and Social Care <CommunicationsNHSRecoveryHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills
<CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Stephen Garvin <Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Hi all,

Thanks, [Redacted], for agreeing to be named as the casehandler on this request,
[Redacted], I've included yourself as this answers your email which was sent earlier
and | have now reassigned.

[Not in scope]

[Not in scope]

Thanks
[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]
From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2024 8:46 AM
To: RAAC <raac@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Emilie-
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Louise Purdie <Emilie-Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern
<Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Stephen Garvin
<Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>; Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Communications Social Justice
<CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; Communications NHS Recovery, Health
and Social Care <CommunicationsNHSRecoveryHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
Communications Education & Skills
<CommunicationsEducationandSkills@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: EIR - list of buildings with RAAC - 202400395465

Good morning,

On reconsidering this FOI in accordance with SG’s Ciriteria for Decision-making |
have upgraded this request to sensitive.

Please make sure that officials of appropriate seniority in your business area are
aware of the request. A Ministerial decision will be required as a result of our
reassessment. You should therefore seek input from SpAds before making your final
submission to your Minister.

| also note the request is due tomorrow, if the response is going to be issued late
then | would advise you to make the requester aware of this. We do have wording
you can issue to them, and you would do this using the Acknowledgement function,
please see the wording below —

Holding response when deadline is going to be missed

| refer to my letter of <insert date of acknowledgement> about your request under
the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) for <quote request exactly,
unless it is too long/complicated>.

Under section 10(1) of FOISA, our response to your request is due on <insert date
20 working days from day following date of receipt — this is calculated for you when
you log the request on MiCase>. Unfortunately, it is taking longer than expected to
deal with your request because <if possible, insert brief explanation>. | apologise for
this delay and hope to be able to send you a response by <insert approximate but
realistic date or, if this is not possible, say ‘shortly’>.

Many thanks,
[Redacted]

[Redacted]| Scottish Government | [Redacted] St Andrew’s House, Regent Road,
Edinburgh EH1 3DG
Yammer: @FOI - Community

[Out of Scope]
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[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]
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Email 20
[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 4:.01 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
Stephen Garvin <Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO
<Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: URGENT ACTION REQUIRED - FOI202400395465 - Final Reply
Deadline - 22/02/2024 (0 days)

Hi [Redacted]
Sorry to ask again but [Redacted]
[Redacted]

Thanks
[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 2:30 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; DG
Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Stephen Garvin
<Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice <CabSecSJ@gov.scot>; Communications
Social Justice <CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; RAAC <raac@gov.scot>;
Director for Local Government and Housing
<DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>; Louise Macdonald
<Louise.Macdonald@gov.scot>; Emilie-Louise Purdie <Emilie-
Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; DG Corporate
<dgcorporate@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: URGENT ACTION REQUIRED - FOI202400395465 - Final Reply
Deadline - 22/02/2024 (0 days)

Hi folks. [Redacted]. Please can you keep in touch with Cab Sec’s office to progress
this as quickly as possible [Redacted]

Thanks

[Redacted]
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[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 2:19 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; DG Communities
<DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Stephen Garvin <Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>; Fol
SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice <CabSecSJ@gov.scot>; Communications
Social Justice <CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; RAAC <raac@gov.scot>;
Director for Local Government and Housing
<DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>; Louise Macdonald
<Louise.Macdonald@gov.scot>; Emilie-Louise Purdie <Emilie-
Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: URGENT ACTION REQUIRED - FOI202400395465 - Final Reply
Deadline - 22/02/2024 (0 days)

Hi [Redacted]
Thanks for this. [Redacted]
Are we now just waiting for Cab Sec sign off?

Thanks
[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 1:10 PM

To: DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO
<Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Stephen Garvin <Stephen.Garvin@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice <CabSecSJ@gov.scot>; Communications
Social Justice <CommunicationsSocialJustice@gov.scot>; RAAC <raac@gov.scot>;
Director for Local Government and Housing
<DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>; Louise Macdonald
<Louise.Macdonald@gov.scot>; Emilie-Louise Purdie <Emilie-
Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: URGENT ACTION REQUIRED - FOI202400395465 - Final Reply
Deadline - 22/02/2024 (0 days)

Hi Anisah,
[Redacted]

Many thanks,
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[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]
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Email 21

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2024 8:53 AM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: 202400396823

Morning [Redacted]. [Redacted] has [Redacted]Appreciate today is a busy day but
could you have a wee look and nudge this along if it is sitting with your area, pls.

Thanks

[Redacted]
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Email 22

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Freedom of Information
Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2024 10:26 AM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Freedom of Information (Fol) request - 202400394068 - Minutes of
meeting with Edinburgh Uni principal (Deadline of 14 February)

Hello [Redacted]
Many thanks for your email.

To note the request is assessed as routine and you have confirmed that the
information being released will require an official decision, so there is no
requirement to send this to SpAds PO for confirmation. @Fol SpAds PO grateful if
you can support this.

Once searches are completed, if the information that is being considered for release
is deemed to be sensitive in nature, you should in the first instance engage with the
Fol unit as soon as possible, outlining your arguments for reassessment. An
objective assessment will then be made by the Fol unit and advised accordingly. If
the unit agrees that the information is sensitive and requiring a Ministerial decision
regarding release, the case will be amended on MiCase and further advice provided.

SpAds are not (and never have been) decision makers regarding Fol and would only
be approached for comment on cases which are assessed as sensitive which is not
the case here. The clearance and decision making would be within your area’s own
parameters. We entrust as the subject matter experts to determine whether
information is regarded as sensitive in nature.

Please ensure that there are 3 versions saved within the case file as at present | can
only see 2 versions which are the original and the redacted version. The version
which is highlighted prior to redaction, detailing the exemptions being applied and
its colour coded key are missing. The 3 versions are required as per the case file
checklist that was provided with the initial Triage advice and is also stored in the case
file for reference:

d. The original

e. A copy marked up for redaction. Information to be withheld should be
highlighted with a different colour used for each exemption or exception
you apply. A colour coded key for each exemption should be provided
for ease of reference

f. The fully redacted copy saved as a PDF ready for issue to the requester.
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Grateful if you can prepare your draft response and process via your area’s own
clearance parameters.

Kind regards

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

f&: st. Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG
[Redacted]

Viva Engage Community:

In the service —__

of Scotland

[Redacted]

[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]
[Out of Scope]

[Out of Scope]
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Email 23

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 7:23 AM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister
<Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Sean McGivern <Sean.McGivern@gov.scot>; Emilie-
Louise Purdie <Emilie-Louise.Purdie@gov.scot>; Jennie Gollan
<Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>

Subject: 202300388336 - FOI response for comment - due for issue 10.01.24
Importance: High

Good morning,
Apologies for chasing but [Redacted]

The request is currently assessed as sensitive so will require a Ministerial decision
(DFM) and is due for issue 10 January 2024.

[Redacted], then please let me know.

Kind regards
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

| Freedom of Information Unit | Scottish Government | [Redacted] | St Andrews
House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

[Out of Scope]

s.25(1): Attachment to email 23 is available at The Scottish Ministers v The
Scottish Information Commissioner: FOI release - gov.scot (www.goVv.scot)
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Email 24

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 2:27 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: 202300390057 - FOI for legal advice in relation to The Scottish
Ministers v The Scottish Information Commissioner (case reference number
XA10/23) - searches required

Thanks [Redacted]

[Redacted]
| Freedom of Information Unit | Scottish Government | [Redacted]
| St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO
Sent: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 1:35 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: 202300390057 - FOI for legal advice in relation to The Scottish
Ministers v The Scottish Information Commissioner (case reference number
XA10/23) - searches required

Hi [Redacted]

Please find attached the completed search template following searches of SpAd
mailboxes for this request. Confirming nil result from searches of their mailboxes
using the search terms "The Scottish Ministers v The Scottish Information
Commissioner” "XA10/23".

Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Sent: Thursday, December 28, 2023 4:.02 PM
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To: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO
<Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]

<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Lorna Gibbs <Lorna.Gibbs@gov.scot>

Cc: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot>

Subject: 202300390057 - FOI for legal advice in relation to The Scottish Ministers v
The Scottish Information Commissioner (case reference number XA10/23) -
searches required

Hi
We have received a request for:

All legal advice given to the Scottish Government/ministers in reference to the court
case known as The Scottish Ministers v The Scottish Information Commissioner
(case reference number XA10/23). This includes legal advice given in relation to the
decision to appeal, as well as advice in preparation for the court hearing, as well as
all other such advice in relation to the case.

Can you please undertake a search for information held on mobile devices, personal
storage, or outlook as well as any files which may be restricted to your area on
eRDM to identify any information which would fall within the scope of this request.
Please note that the period for this search only needs to cover from 7 December
2023 to 17 December 2023. Information prior to 7 December has been gathered
when responding to Mr Harrop’s earlier requests for all communications
(202300388336 and 202300347350) and the returns in these cases will be reviewed
to extract the subset of information requested in this case.

In doing so it would be helpful if you could complete and return the attached
searches template setting out any searches undertaken.

It would be extremely helpful if you could undertake the required searches and
provide a nil return or a copy of the information you hold by 10 January 2023
(allowing for leave, but earlier would be appreciated if colleagues are in the office
over the festive period).

Kind regards
[Redacted]

[Redacted]| Freedom of Information Unit | Scottish Government | [Redacted] | St
Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG
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Attachment for email 24
FOI/EIR REQUEST - SEARCHES CARRIED OUT
FOI case reference number: 202300390957
Please complete the table below where applicable and add any other relevant
information regarding searches or other work carried out to locate information within

the scope of the request.

Save a copy of this in the request’s casefile.

eRDM searches (including searches carried out for you by other teams)

Keywords searched Comments on findings — e.g. number of documents
(individual keywords or found, if reading through showed none/some of these
combinations) documents were in scope

eRDM files searched* Comments on findings — e.g. number of documents
found, if reading through showed none/some of these
documents were in scope

* - if individual files were reviewed in full as well as or instead of keyword searches
Inbox searches

Names of staff/teams | Date you Comments on feedback from them
asked to carry out asked them | (e.g. nothing found, no response,
searches to search provided docs x and y)

[Redacted] 09/01/2024 Nothing found in SpAds mailboxes

Details of keywords used in your own/your team’s inbox searches

Keywords searched Comments on findings — e.g. number of documents
(individual keywords or found, if reading through showed none/some of these
combinations) documents were in scope

"The Scottish Ministers v Either zero documents found or zero documents
The Scottish Information found to be in scope from searches of SpAd
Commissioner" "XA10/23" | mailboxes.

Details of any other searches carried out (including by other teams)
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Email 25

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: Friday, January 12, 2024 2:47 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>

Subject: For awareness only - FOI 202300390057 - copy of response to be issued
for information

DFM/SpAds PO

For information, | have attached a copy of a routine FOI response which is currently
being finalised to issue to [Redacted] in response to his FOI request for:

All legal advice given to the Scottish Government/ministers in reference to

the court case known as The Scottish Ministers v The Scottish Information
Commissioner (case reference number XA10/23). This includes legal advice given
in relation to the decision to appeal, as well as advice in preparation for the court
hearing, as well as all other such advice in relation to the case.

[Redacted]

| anticipate being in a position to issue this response on Monday 15 January 2024 or
shortly thereafter, but in any event in advance of the deadline of 18 January 2024.

Kind regards
[Redacted]

[Redacted]

| Freedom of Information Unit | Scottish Government | [Redacted]
| St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG
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Attachment for email 25
Dear [Redacted],

REQUEST UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002
(FOISA)

Thank you for your request dated 17 December 2023 under the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA).

Your request

All legal advice given to the Scottish Government/ministers in reference to

the court case known as The Scottish Ministers v The Scottish Information
Commissioner (case reference number XA10/23). This includes legal advice given
in relation to the decision to appeal, as well as advice in preparation for the court
hearing, as well as all other such advice in relation to the case.

Response to your request

While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance we

are unable to provide the information you have requested because an exemption
under section 36(1) (confidentiality) of FOISA applies to that information. This is
because this information is subject to legal professional privilege - specifically
litigation privilege (“communications post litem motam”) and legal advice privilege.
Litigation privilege applies to information created in contemplation of litigation and to
communications when litigation is either pending or being considered. The litigation
in question is the appeal by the Scottish Ministers against the decision of the Office
of the Scottish Information Commissioner dated 31 January 2023, which was subject
to proceedings in the Court of Session. Litigation privilege continues to apply after
any litigation has been concluded, therefore, disclosure of the information would
breach legal professional privilege.

This exemption is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption.
We recognise that there is some public interest in release as part of open and
transparent government, and to inform public debate. However, this is outweighed
by the strong public interest in maintaining the right to confidentiality of
communications created in contemplation of litigation, communications when
litigation is either pending or being considered and communications relating to
litigation which has been concluded.

Your right to request a review

If you are unhappy with this response to your FOI request, you may ask us to carry
out an internal review of the response, by writing to Andrew Bruce, Director of
Communications and Ministerial Support, Scottish Government, St Andrew's House,
Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG, Email: Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot.
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Your review request should explain why you are dissatisfied with this response, and
should be made within 40 working days from the date when you received this letter.
We will complete the review in accordance with FOISA as soon as possible, and not
later than 20 working days from the day following the date we receive your review
request.

If you are not satisfied with the result of the review, you then have the right to appeal
to the Scottish Information Commissioner. More detailed information on your appeal
rights is available on the Commissioner's website at: What can | do if I'm unhappy? |
Scottish Information Commissioner (itspublicknowledge.info)

Yours Sincerely

[Redacted]
Head of FOI Reviews and Appeals
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Annex D
Email 1

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 11:32 AM

To: Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Net Zero & Just Transition
<CabSecTNZJT@gov.scot>

Cc: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: Submission - EIR Request 202400393479 - Cabinet Secretary for
Transport, Net Zero and Just Transition

Hi [Redacted]

[Redacted]

Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

St. Andrew’s House

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another
official on behalf of Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment
made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a meeting with Special Advisers must be
filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office does not keep official
reports of such e-mails or attachments.

[Email Out of Scope]

[Email Out of Scope]

[Email Out of Scope]
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Email 2

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO

Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2024 1:56 PM

To: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>;
Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Net Zero and Energy
<CabSecWENZE@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Visits and Events
<VisitsandEvents@gov.scot>; [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: For awareness: FOI 202400395569 on COP28 planning/costs

Hi [Redacted]
[Redacted]Apologies for the delay in responding.

[Redacted]
Deputy Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office

[Redacted]

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

[Email Out of Scope]
[Email Out of Scope]
[Email Out of Scope]
[Email Out of Scope]
[Email Out of Scope]
[Email Out of Scope]
[Email Out of Scope]
[Email Out of Scope]
[Email Out of Scope]
[Email Out of Scope]

[Email Out of Scope]
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Email 3

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Zero Carbon
Buildings, Active Travel & Tenants’ Rights

Sent: Friday, February 2, 2024 12:17 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Minister for Zero Carbon Buildings, Active
Travel & Tenants’ Rights <MinisterforZCBATTR@gov.scot>

Subject: [Redacted]: FOI - [Redacted]- 202400393889

Importance: High

Good afternoon,
[Redacted]
Please do let me know if anything further is needed from me.

Many thanks
[Redacted]

[Redacted]| Private Secretary | Minister for Zero Carbon Buildings, Active Travel
and Tenants’ Rights — Patrick Harvie MSP | Scottish Government | St Andrew's
House [Redacted] | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | M: [Redacted] | E:
MinisterforZCBATTR@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed
appropriately by the recipient.

Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. Scottish Ministers, Special advisers

and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Attachment for Email 3
DIRECTORATE FOR COMMUNICATIONS AND

G 4 | Scottish Government
> 4 Riaghaltas na h-Alba
MINISTERIAL SUPPORT N

gov.scot
COMMS : Ministerial Private Offices

[Redacted]

Our Reference: 202400393889
Your Reference: Freedom of Information request - [Redacted]

2 February 2024
Dear [Redacted],

REQUEST UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002
(FOISA)

Thank you for your request dated 16 January 2024 under the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA).

Your request

You asked for:

— Any emails from Scottish Green Ministers, Patrick Harvie and Lorna Slater or
officials emailing on their behalf, that mention [Redacted], or [Redacted], from
January 4 to date of writing.

— Any emails between Patrick Harvie, or an official emailing on his behalf, and Colin
McAllister between January 4 and January 9.

— A record of all government meetings involving Patrick Harvie between January

4 and January 9. — Minutes of the above.

Response to your request

While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance the
Scottish Government does not have any the information you have requested. A trawl
of our records was conducted and no emails were found under the scope of the
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request above, and Patrick Harvie did not undertake any Government meetings
during the period in question.

This is a formal notice under section 17(1) of FOISA that the Scottish Government

does not have the

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying
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information you have requested.

Your right to request a review

If you are unhappy with this response to your FOI request, you may ask us to carry
out an internal review of the response, by writing to Andrew Bruce, Director of
Communications & Ministerial Support, St Andrews House, Regent Road,
Edinburgh, EH1 3DG or via email at andrew.bruce@gov.scot. Your review request
should explain why you are dissatisfied with this response, and should be made
within 40 working days from the date when you received this letter. We will complete
the review in accordance with FOISA as soon as possible, and not later than 20
working days from the day following the date we receive your review request.

If you are not satisfied with the result of the review, you then have the right to
appeal to the Scottish Information Commissioner. More detailed information on
your appeal rights is available on the Commissioner's website at:

What can | do if I'm unhappy? | Scottish Information Commissioner
(itspublicknowledge.info)

Yours sincerely
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Minister for Zero Carbon Buildings, Active Travel and Tenants’ Rights
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Email 4

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Fol SpAds PO
Sent: Friday, February 2, 2024 2:47 PM

To: Minister for Zero Carbon Buildings, Active Travel & Tenants’ Rights
<MinisterforZCBATTR@gov.scot>; Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>
Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: [Redacted]: FOI - [Redacted]- 202400393889

Good afternoon [Redacted]
We briefly spoke on this and[Redacted]
Many thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted]Private Secretary to the Special Advisers’ Office
[Redacted]| St. Andrew’s House | Scottish Government

W Scottish Government
i,

[Redacted]

All e-mails and attachments sent by the Special Advisers’ Private Office to another official on behalf of
Special Advisers relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Special Adviser, or a note of a
meeting with Special Advisers must be filed appropriately by the primary recipient. The Private Office
does not keep official reports of such e-mails or attachments.

From: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Zero Carbon
Buildings, Active Travel & Tenants’ Rights

Sent: Friday, February 2, 2024 12:17 PM

To: Fol SpAds PO <Fol.SpAdsPO@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted]<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Minister for Zero Carbon Buildings, Active
Travel & Tenants’ Rights <MinisterforZCBATTR@gov.scot>

Subject: [Redacted]: FOI - [Redacted]- 202400393889

Importance: High

Good afternoon,
Please find attached draft response to FOI - 202400393889. [Redacted]

Please do let me know if anything further is needed from me.

Many thanks
[Redacted]
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[Redacted]| Private Secretary | Minister for Zero Carbon Buildings, Active Travel
and Tenants’ Rights — Patrick Harvie MSP | Scottish Government | St Andrew's
House ([Redacted]) | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | M: [Redacted]| E:
MinisterforZCBATTR@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed
appropriately by the recipient.

Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. Scottish Ministers, Special advisers
and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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