From:

Sent: 02 February 2023 17:00

To: Minister for Equalities and Older People; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing & Local Government; Minister for
Community Safety; Director of Justice; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights;

Subject: RE: Pam Gosal MSP - Domestic Abuse Register Bill - Update and summary of responses

to consultation

Hi (D
Apologies for the delay in responding.

There is no mention in the consultation document to those impacted by NRPF. On the data point
specifically, the consultation states that “ the measures in place to tackle domestic abuse do not
work equally well for all demographics in Scotland” and the specific individuals mentioned in the
consultation document are “individuals such as disabled individuals or ethnic minorities”. Having
reviewed the consultation responses again, no specific mention of NRPF is made.

We will, of course, update Ministers when Ms Gosal makes her analysis of responses available
and will be sure to draw out any particular findings around NRPF, if there are any.

Meantime, officials continue to work with analytical colleagues to consider how we can improve
information and data collection on all aspects of domestic abuse, including for the groups
highlighted in the consultation.

Thanks

From:_On Behalf Of Minister for Equalities and Older People

Sent: 25 January 2023 16:59

To:_Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans <CabSecJV@gov.scot>

Cc: Minister for Equalities and Older People <MinisterEOP@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing
& Local Government <CabSecSIHLG@gov.scot>; Minister for Community Safety <MinisterforCS@gov.scot>; Director
of Justice <Directoroflustice@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights
<DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>;




Subject: RE: Pam Gosal MSP - Domestic Abuse Register Bill - Update and summary of responses to consultation

This email is for the official record and confirms a Ministerial Decision. This email must be placed in the
official record (eRDM) by your team in line with SG records management policy.

Hi(lD

Thanks for sharing this with Ms McKelvie who has noted for her portfolio interests. The Minister
commented on the very interesting responses and looks forward to the full analysis. One point that
interests the Minister is ‘mandatory annual reporting on under represented people’ and she
wondered whether this will include those impacted by NRPF?

Grateful for your thoughts.

Office of Minister for Equalities and Older People, Christina McKelvie

0131 244 5143 | www.gov.scot |( || |G
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From (D

Sent: 24 January 2023 11:40
To: Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans <CabSec)V@gov.scot>
Cc: Minister for Equalities and Older People <MinisterEOP @gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing

& Local Government <CabSecSJHLG@gov.scot>; Minister for Community Safety <MinisterforCS@gov.scot>; Director
of Justice <Directoroflustice@gov.scot>; Director for Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights

<DirectorforEIHR@gov.scot>;




Subject: RE: Pam Gosal MSP - Domestic Abuse Register Bill - Update and summary of responses to consultation

PS Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans

1.

The consultation on Pam Gosal MSP’s Proposed Domestic Abuse (Prevention) (Scotland)
Bill closed on 20 November 2022. Ms Gosal's proposal was for a Bill to make provision for
the prevention of domestic abuse and improve support for those affected. The consultation
covered four key areas: Introduction of a Domestic Abuse Register; mandatory
rehabilitation for those convicted of domestic abuse; annual reporting on domestic abuse
services for under-represented communities and mandatory domestic abuse education in
schools.

A News Release published on Ms Gosal's website states that 23 organisations have
voiced support for her proposal: “Overall, more than 91 per cent of people and
organisations who responded to the consultation were supportive, with 86 per cent of
all respondents saying they were “fully supportive”.” The News Release encourages
action to write to the Scottish Government urging backing for the proposals and it is
noted that the Bill still needs the support of MSPs from other parties to progress. To

date, we have not received any correspondence in support of the Bill or consultation.

Whist no formal analysis of responses to the consultation has been published, the
responses from organisations that gave permission for their responses to be published
have now been made available. Attached to this email is a note prepared for our
internal purposes which summarises the responses received. A further attachment
includes a breakdown of all the published responses. The proposals in the
consultation have achieved majority support, although a number question the need for
further detail before being able to support fully. It is noted that some of our key
stakeholders: Scottish Women’s Aid; Edinburgh Women’s Aid and the Association of
Scottish Social Work are not in support of the proposals contained in the Bill.

We continue to await publication of the formal consultation analysis. Meantime, officials
have met with Home Office Counterparts to discuss the approach being taken in England
and Wales around a domestic abuse register as was set out in the UKG’s Domestic Abuse
plan, published last year. We understand that consideration is still being given to options
around a register, but that there are a number of practical considerations which require
further thought. We will continue this dialogue with the Home Office and will provide an
update on this work in due course.

In respect of the Labour Consultation entitled ‘Ending Violence and Sexual Harassment
Against Women and Girls’ referred to in (| | ) e mail of 28 November 2022, no
further intelligence on next steps following consultation has been received. We are aware
that Pauline McNeill MSP intends to hold a round table on violence against women and
girls and it is anticipated that officials will be invited to provide a contribution on Equally
Safe. An update on the consultation or on any work being progressed by Scottish Labour
around VAWG, will be provided to the Cabinet Secretary when available.

Thanks

Violence Against Women and Girls Justice



From: (D

Sent: 28 November 2022 17:22

To: Minister for Equalities and Older People <MinisterEOP@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Justice and Veterans
<CabSeclV@gov.scot>

Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice, Housing & Local Government <CabSecSJHLG@gov.scot>; Minister for
Community Safety <MinisterforCS@gov.scot>; Director of Justice <Directorof]ustice@gov.scot>; Director for
Equality, Inclusion and Human Rights <DirectorforElHR@gov.scot>;

Subject: Scottish Labour - Ending Violence Against Women Consultation

Minister/Cabinet Secretary

Following the debate last week and as trailed by Pauline McNeill MSP during her contribution, please find
attached a summary on the key areas being explored in the recently published Labour consultation entitled
‘Ending Violence and Sexual Harassment Against Women and Girls’ together with a comparison with the

key components of the recently closed Pam Gosal MSP consultation on a Domestic Abuse Protection Bill.

Details will be included within your briefing pack for the debate on Wednesday.

The consultation document can be found at - How-to-Change-the-Future-for-Women-and-Girls.pdf
(scottishlabour.org.uk)

We are scheduled to meet with our Home Office counterparts tomorrow to learn more about where they
have reached with their consideration of a Domestic Abuse Register, which was first trailed as part of the
UK Government’s Domestic Abuse Plan earlier this year.

Regards

Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) Unit
Scottish Government Justice Directorate

St Andrews House

Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG

T: 0131 244 6066
https://www.gov.scot/policies/victims-and-withesses/pre-recording-of-evidence-criminal-trials/




