
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 2:51 PM 
To: zzzCabinet Secretary for Net Zero & Just Transition <CabSecNZJT@gov.scot> 
Subject: John Muir Trust - Carbon Emissions Land Tax 
 
Dear Màiri, 

I am contacting you on behalf of the John Muir Trust regarding our proposal for a Carbon Emissions 

Land Tax.  

As you know, currently, Scotland’s land emits more carbon than it stores, but this can be reversed 

and land could be used to lock up vast amounts of carbon, whilst contributing to biodiversity and 

rural community.  To achieve this, it is imperative that all large landowners take the shared 

responsibility for delivering greenhouse gas reduction targets set by the Scottish Government and 

accomplish a just transition to a net zero economy.  

Whilst we welcome and support programmes of peatland restoration and native woodland 

expansion already underway, it is necessary to accelerate land use change using all policy measures 

at the disposal of the Scottish Parliament. The John Muir Trust is proposing a Carbon Emissions Land 

Tax that could be a powerful complementary measure to achieve land use change at the scale and 

pace required.  

Based on the polluter pays principle, the Tax will apply to large landowners to promote sustainable 

land management practices to reduce carbon emissions and help Scotland’s land act again as a 

natural carbon sink.   

People in favour of a Carbon Emissions Land Tax have increased and with that, the call for the 

Scottish Government to implement it. A YouGov poll has shown that 64 per cent of Scots supported 

the introduction of a tax on large landowners based on the amount of carbon emissions their land 

management produces. Specifically, 77 per cent of SNP voters and 72 per cent of the participants in 

the South Scotland Region showed support for this type of tax. Attached to this email is the briefing 

to inform you of the increasing support for this proposal – a press release regarding this will be 

circulated tomorrow.   

Implementing changes on the scale necessary to tackle the climate and biodiversity crises requires 

popular support and – very importantly – political support. We are seeing clear signs of the former 

regarding our proposal and would like to request a meeting with you to discuss the latter in more 

detail. Your feedback would be really useful for us. Can we schedule a meeting before September 

29th?  

Kind regards, 
  [Regulation 11(2)] 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
John Muir Trust 
a: Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry PH16 5AN 
t: [Regulation 11(2)]m: [Regulation 11(2)] 
 
For wild places where nature, people and communities have the freedom to thrive 
 
Visit our website | Support us  
 
Scottish charitable company limited by guarantee (Charity No. SC002061 Company No. SC081620), regulated by OSCR 
 

mailto:CabSecNZJT@gov.scot
http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/support-us


From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 2:25 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands <CabSecRALRI@gov.scot> 
Subject: John Muir Trust - Carbon Emissions Land Tax  
 
Dear Mairi, 

I am contacting you on behalf of the John Muir Trust regarding our proposal for a Carbon Emissions 

Land Tax in advance of our meeting on September 14th.  

As you know, currently Scotland’s land emits more carbon than it stores, but this can be reversed 

and land could be used to lock up vast amounts of carbon, whilst contributing to biodiversity and 

rural community.  To achieve this, it is imperative that all large landowners take the shared 

responsibility for delivering greenhouse gas reduction targets set by the Scottish Government and 

accomplish a just transition to a net zero economy.  

Whilst we welcome and support programmes of peatland restoration and native woodland 

expansion already underway, it is necessary to accelerate land use change using all policy measures 

at the disposal of the Scottish Parliament. As you might be aware, the John Muir Trust is proposing a 

Carbon Emissions Land Tax that could be a powerful complementary measure to achieve land use 

change at the scale and pace required.  

Based on the polluter pays principle, the Tax will apply to large landowners to promote sustainable 

land management practices to reduce carbon emissions and help Scotland’s land act again as a 

natural carbon sink.   

People in favour of a Carbon Emissions Land Tax have increased and with that, the call for the 

Scottish Government to implement it. A YouGov poll has shown that 64 per cent of Scots supported 

the introduction of a tax on large landowners based on the amount of carbon emissions their land 

management produces. Specifically, 77 per cent of the SNP voters and 66 per cent of the participants 

in the North East Scotland Region showed support for this type of tax. Attached to this email is the 

briefing to inform you of the increasing support for this proposal – a press release regarding this will 

be circulated tomorrow.   

We are looking forward to meeting you in September. In the meantime, please let us know about 

any questions or comments you may have regarding our proposal.  

Kind regards, 

[Regulation 11(2)] 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
John Muir Trust 
a: Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry PH16 5AN 
t: [Regulation 11(2)] m: [Regulation 11(2)] 
 
 
For wild places where nature, people and communities have the freedom to thrive 
 
Visit our website | Support us  
 
Scottish charitable company limited by guarantee (Charity No. SC002061 Company No. SC081620), regulated by OSCR 
 

mailto:CabSecRALRI@gov.scot
http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/support-us


From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 12:48 PM 
To: Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and Biodiversity <MinisterforGSCEB@gov.scot>; 
Lorna.Slater.msp@parliament.scot 
Subject: John Muir Trust - Carbon Emissions Land Tax 

 
Dear Lorna, 

I hope this email finds you well. 

I am contacting you on behalf of the John Muir Trust regarding our proposal for a Carbon Emissions 

Land Tax.  

As you know, currently Scotland’s land emits more carbon than it stores, but this can be reversed 

and land could be used to lock up vast amounts of carbon, whilst contributing to biodiversity and 

rural community.  To achieve this, it is imperative that all large landowners take the shared 

responsibility for delivering greenhouse gas reduction targets set by the Scottish Government and 

accomplish a just transition to a net zero economy.  

Whilst we welcome and support programmes of peatland restoration and native woodland 

expansion already underway, it is necessary to accelerate land use change using all policy measures 

at the disposal of the Scottish Parliament. As you are aware, the John Muir Trust is proposing a 

Carbon Emissions Land Tax that could be a powerful complementary measure to achieve land use 

change at the scale and pace required.  

Based on the polluter pays principle, the Tax will apply to large landowners to promote sustainable 

land management practices to reduce carbon emissions and help Scotland’s land act again as a 

natural carbon sink.   

People in favour of a Carbon Emissions Land Tax have increased and with that, the call for the 

Scottish Government to implement it. A YouGov poll has shown that 64 per cent of Scots supported 

the introduction of a tax on large landowners based on the amount of carbon emissions their land 

management produces. Specifically, 65 per cent of the participants in the Lothian Region showed 

support for this type of tax. Attached to this email is the briefing to inform you of the increasing 

support for this proposal.  

Implementing changes on the scale necessary to tackle the climate and biodiversity crises requires 

popular support and – very importantly – political support. We are seeing clear signs of the former 

and would like to request a meeting with you to discuss the latter in more detail. Your feedback 

would be really useful for us. Can we schedule a meeting before September 29th?  

Many thanks and best wishes, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
John Muir Trust 
a: Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry PH16 5AN 
t: [[Regulation 11(2)] m: [Regulation 11(2)] 
 
For wild places where nature, people and communities have the freedom to thrive 
 
Visit our website | Support us  
 
Scottish charitable company limited by guarantee (Charity No. SC002061 Company No. SC081620), regulated by OSCR 
 

mailto:MinisterforGSCEB@gov.scot
mailto:Lorna.Slater.msp@parliament.scot
http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/support-us


From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 12:51 PM 
To: McLennan P (Paul), MSP <Paul.McLennan.MSP@Parliament.scot>; Minister for Housing 
<MinisterHousing@gov.scot> 
Subject: John Muir Trust - Carbon Emissions Land Tax 

 
Dear Paul, 

I hope this email finds you well.  

I am contacting you regarding our proposal for a Carbon Emissions Land Tax. As you are aware, 

currently Scotland’s land emits more carbon than it stores, but this can be reversed and land could 

be used to lock up vast amounts of carbon, whilst contributing to biodiversity and rural 

community.  To achieve this, it is imperative that all large landowners take the shared responsibility 

for delivering greenhouse gas reduction targets set by the Scottish Government and accomplish a 

just transition to a net zero economy.  

Whilst we welcome and support programmes of peatland restoration and native woodland 

expansion already underway, it is necessary to accelerate land use change using all policy measures 

at the disposal of the Scottish Parliament. A Carbon Emissions Land Tax could be a powerful 

complementary measure to achieve land use change at the scale and pace required.  

Based on the polluter pays principle, the Tax will apply to large landowners to promote sustainable 

land management practices to reduce carbon emissions and help Scotland’s land act again as a 

natural carbon sink.   

People in favour of a Carbon Emissions Land Tax have increased and with that, the call for the 

Scottish Government to implement it. A YouGov poll has shown that 64 per cent of Scots supported 

the introduction of a tax on large landowners based on the amount of carbon emissions their land 

management produces. Specifically, 77 per cent of the SNP voters and 72 per cent of the participants 

in the South Scotland Region showed support for this type of tax. Attached to this email is the 

briefing to inform you of the increasing support for this proposal.  

Implementing changes on the scale necessary to tackle the climate and biodiversity crises requires 

popular support and – very importantly – political support. We are seeing clear signs of the former 

and would like to request a meeting with you to discuss the latter in more detail. Your feedback 

would be really useful for us. Would it be possible to schedule a meeting before September 29th?  

Many thanks and best wishes, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
John Muir Trust 
a: Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry PH16 5AN 
t: [Regulation 11(2)] m: [Regulation 11(2)] 
 
For wild places where nature, people and communities have the freedom to thrive 
 
Visit our website | Support us  
 
Scottish charitable company limited by guarantee (Charity No. SC002061 Company No. SC081620), regulated by OSCR 
 

mailto:Paul.McLennan.MSP@Parliament.scot
mailto:MinisterHousing@gov.scot
http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/support-us


From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 1:50 PM 
To: Minister for Local Government Empowerment & Planning <MinisterLGEP@gov.scot> 
Subject: John Muir Trust - Carbon Emissions Land Tax 

 
Dear Joe, 

I hope you are well. 

I am contacting you on behalf of the John Muir Trust regarding our proposal for a Carbon Emissions 

Land Tax. After your last meeting with my colleagues back last May, I would like to update you on 

our campaign and ask for a meeting to discuss further. 

As you are aware, currently Scotland’s land emits more carbon than it stores, but this can be 

reversed and land could be used to lock up vast amounts of carbon, whilst contributing to 

biodiversity and rural community.  To achieve this, it is imperative that all large landowners take the 

shared responsibility for delivering greenhouse gas reduction targets set by the Scottish Government 

and accomplish a just transition to a net zero economy.  

Whilst we welcome and support programmes of peatland restoration and native woodland 

expansion already underway, it is necessary to accelerate land use change using all policy measures 

at the disposal of the Scottish Parliament. A Carbon Emissions Land Tax could be a powerful 

complementary measure to achieve land use change at the scale and pace required.  

Based on the polluter pays principle, the Tax will apply to large landowners to promote sustainable 

land management practices to reduce carbon emissions and help Scotland’s land act again as a 

natural carbon sink.   

People in favour of a Carbon Emissions Land Tax have increased and with that, the call for the 

Scottish Government to implement it. A YouGov poll has shown that 64 per cent of Scots supported 

the introduction of a tax on large landowners based on the amount of carbon emissions their land 

management produces. Specifically, 77 per cent of the SNP voters and 66 per cent of the participants 

in the North East Scotland Region showed support for this type of tax. Attached to this email is the 

briefing to inform you of the increasing support for this proposal.  

Implementing changes on the scale necessary to tackle the climate and biodiversity crises requires 

popular support and – very importantly – political support. We are seeing clear signs of the former 

and would like to request a meeting with you to discuss the latter in more detail. Your feedback 

would be really useful for us. Would it be possible to schedule a meeting before September 29th? 

Kind regards, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
John Muir Trust 
a: Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry PH16 5AN 
t: [Regulation 11(2)] m: [Regulation 11(2)] 
 
For wild places where nature, people and communities have the freedom to thrive 
 
Visit our website | Support us  
 
Scottish charitable company limited by guarantee (Charity No. SC002061 Company No. SC081620), regulated by OSCR 
 
 

mailto:MinisterLGEP@gov.scot
http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/support-us


From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 12:36 PM 
To: Minister for Zero Carbon Buildings, Active Travel & Tenants’ Rights 
<MinisterforZCBATTR@gov.scot>; Patrick.Harvie.msp@parliament.scot 
Subject: John Muir Trust - Carbon Emissions Land Tax 

 
Dear Patrick, 

I hope you are keeping well. 

I am contacting you on behalf of the John Muir Trust regarding our proposal for a Carbon Emissions 

Land Tax.  

Currently, Scotland’s land emits more carbon than it stores, but this can be reversed and land could 

be used to lock up vast amounts of carbon, whilst contributing to biodiversity and rural 

community.  To achieve this, it is imperative that all large landowners take the shared responsibility 

for delivering greenhouse gas reduction targets set by the Scottish Government and accomplish a 

just transition to a net zero economy.  

Whilst we welcome and support programmes of peatland restoration and native woodland 

expansion already underway, it is necessary to accelerate land use change using all policy measures 

at the disposal of the Scottish Parliament. As you are aware, the John Muir Trust is proposing a 

Carbon Emissions Land Tax that could be a powerful complementary measure to achieve land use 

change at the scale and pace required.  

Based on the polluter pays principle, the Tax will apply to large landowners to promote sustainable 

land management practices to reduce carbon emissions and help Scotland’s land act again as a 

natural carbon sink.   

People in favour of a Carbon Emissions Land Tax have increased and with that, the call for the 

Scottish Government to implement it. A YouGov poll has shown that 64 per cent of Scots supported 

the introduction of a tax on large landowners based on the amount of carbon emissions their land 

management produces. Specifically, 69 per cent of the participants in the Glasgow Region showed 

support for this type of tax. Attached to this email is the briefing to inform you of the increasing 

support for this proposal.  

Implementing changes on the scale necessary to tackle the climate and biodiversity crises requires 

popular support and – very importantly – political support. We are seeing clear signs of the former 

and would like to request a meeting with you to discuss the latter in more detail. Your feedback 

would be really useful for us. Can we schedule a meeting before September 29th?  

Kind regards, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
John Muir Trust 
a: Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry PH16 5AN 
t: [Regulation 11(2)] m: [Regulation 11(2)] 
 
For wild places where nature, people and communities have the freedom to thrive 
 
Visit our website | Support us  
 
Scottish charitable company limited by guarantee (Charity No. SC002061 Company No. SC081620), regulated by OSCR 
 

mailto:MinisterforZCBATTR@gov.scot
mailto:Patrick.Harvie.msp@parliament.scot
http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/support-us


From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 2:46 PM 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot> 
Subject: John Muir Trust - Carbon Emissions Land Tax 

 
Dear Shona, 

I am contacting you on behalf of the John Muir Trust, a community-focused environmental charity, 

regarding our proposal for a Carbon Emissions Land Tax.  

Currently, Scotland’s land emits more carbon than it stores, but this can be reversed and land could 

be used to lock up vast amounts of carbon, whilst contributing to biodiversity and rural 

community.  To achieve this, it is imperative that all large landowners take the shared responsibility 

for delivering greenhouse gas reduction targets set by the Scottish Government and accomplish a 

just transition to a net zero economy.  

Whilst we welcome and support programmes of peatland restoration and native woodland 

expansion already underway, it is necessary to accelerate land use change using all policy measures 

at the disposal of the Scottish Parliament. The John Muir Trust is proposing a Carbon Emissions Land 

Tax that could be a powerful complementary measure to achieve land use change at the scale and 

pace required.  

Based on the polluter pays principle, the Tax will apply to large landowners to promote sustainable 

land management practices to reduce carbon emissions and help Scotland’s land act again as a 

natural carbon sink.   

People in favour of a Carbon Emissions Land Tax have increased and with that, the call for the 

Scottish Government to implement it. A YouGov poll has shown that 64 per cent of Scots supported 

the introduction of a tax on large landowners based on the amount of carbon emissions their land 

management produces. Specifically, 77 per cent of SNP voters and 66 per cent of the participants in 

the North East Scotland Region showed support for this type of tax. Attached to this email is the 

briefing to inform you of the increasing support for this proposal – a press release regarding this will 

be circulated tomorrow.   

Implementing changes on the scale necessary to tackle the climate and biodiversity crises requires 

popular support and – very importantly – political support. We are seeing clear signs of the former 

regarding our proposal and would like to request a meeting with you to discuss the latter in more 

detail. Your feedback would be really useful for us. Can we schedule a meeting before September 

29th?  

Kind regards, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
John Muir Trust 
a: Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry PH16 5AN 
t: [Regulation 11(2)] m: [Regulation 11(2)] 
 
For wild places where nature, people and communities have the freedom to thrive 
 
Visit our website | Support us  
 
Scottish charitable company limited by guarantee (Charity No. SC002061 Company No. SC081620), regulated by OSCR 
 

mailto:DFMCSF@gov.scot
http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/support-us


Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance 
Leas Phrìomh Mhinistear agus Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit 
airson Ionmhas  
Shona Robison MSP/BPA 
 
T : 0300 244 4000 
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
 
Our Reference: 202300373195 
Your Reference: John Muir Trust 
 
19 September 2023 
 
Dear Trustees of the John Muir Trust, 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 22 August 2023, and for your further 
correspondence addressed to other Cabinet Secretaries and Ministers in the 
Scottish Government. As Cabinet Secretary with responsibility for taxation, I am 
responding on behalf of the Scottish Government. 
 
Firstly, I want to emphasise that I share your concerns around carbon emissions and 
climate change, as does the Scottish Government as a whole. This is borne out by 
the stretching and ambitious targets we have set ourselves in our Climate Change 
Plan. The reduction of emissions from degraded peatlands through our 
internationally recognised commitments to management and restoration is a central 
plank of 
our just transition to net zero and our response to the linked climate and nature 
emergencies. 
 
Your proposals for a Carbon Emissions Land Tax (CELT) are a welcome contribution 
to the informed policy making that will help meet those targets, and our shared 
ambitions in the longer-term. 
 
With that in mind, I am keen for you to work with Scottish Government officials to 
further explore the feasibility of implementing a local CELT in Scotland, both in terms 
of the practicalities of implementation and the administration of the tax. 
 
The Scottish Government’s Framework for Tax sets out a decision-making matrix 
which we use to appraise new tax proposals. It is intended to assess the relative 
merits of potential tax policies and identify any tensions and conflicts which may 
arise, with the aim of ensuring proposals are balanced, coherent and deliver against 
objectives. I would ask that you respond to this letter by providing further evidence 
and information in support of your proposal for a CELT in line with this decision-
making matrix. 
 

mailto:scottish.ministers@gov.scot


In addition, I would appreciate further information on the following aspects of your 
proposal: 
• Further analysis of the tax rates and the impact you anticipate they will have on the 
level of emissions reductions. This would include an explanation of your modelling 
and analysis that demonstrate successful behavioural changes and the timescales 
for realising the desired levels of emissions reductions. 
• The resource implications for Local Government and/or public bodies (e.g. SEPA) 
to implement and administer the tax, including monitoring compliance. 
• How the assessment of tax liabilities can be designed in a way that offers stability 
and certainty to taxpayers. 
• What data, expertise and skills would be required to administer a CELT. 
• Considerations of interactions and impacts across wider Scottish Government 
policies such as Just Transition, land use and land reform, agriculture reform, 
peatland restoration and private investment in natural capital (including use of the 
Peatland Code), alongside any consideration of the work of the Scottish Land 
Commission and other key stakeholders. 
 
I am also conscious that you are proposing this as a local tax, rather than one 
implemented at a national level. As you will no doubt be aware, the recently 
concluded Verity House Agreement sets out a new Fiscal Framework for Local 
Government. Whilst the Scottish Government takes a keen interest in your 
proposals, this will therefore require significant interaction with Local Government 
and COSLA to ensure a CELT would be achievable and meet their specific needs. 
For example, this would likely be a local flexibility which local authorities could 
choose to enact or not. As such, any proposal will need to show 
that tax revenues generated would exceed the costs for identifying liabilities and 
administrating the scheme locally. 
 
I have asked my officials to be available to discuss this request with you, if that 
would be of help. I have also asked them to provide me with further advice on this 
matter upon receipt of the additional information I have requested. Please contact 
my Private Office using the details at the top of this letter should you wish to arrange 
a meeting with my officials. 
 
I look forward to receiving your response. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
SHONA ROBISON 
 
Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the 
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sònraichte agus Rùnaire 
Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba) 
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot 
St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 
3DG 
www.gov.scot 
 



Hello [Regulation 11(2)] 

 
Thanks for this. Could you please add [Regulation 11(2)] to the meeting invite as well 
[Regulation 11(2)] as he is helping us develop CELT further.  
 
Have a great day, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
[Regulation 11(2)] 

 

 Book time to meet with me  

I work Mon-Thurs. 
 
 

 
Click here to learn about our campaign to implement a Carbon Emissions Land Tax! 
 

 
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 18 October 2023 4:31 PM 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: Carbon Emissions Land Tax 
When: 24 October 2023 15:00-16:00. 
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting  

!  This email comes from a sender outside of The John Muir Trust !  

Hi [Regulation 11(2)] 
Thanks for getting back to me so quickly & with the suggested time slot, which looks good 
for us too. 
I’d suggest the following outline agenda: 
• Introductions 
• JMT to provide responses to the questions in DFM’s letter of 19 September (set out below 
underneath email signature) 
• SG follow-up 
• Wider discussion 
• Next steps 
Let me know if there’s anything you’d suggest adding or amending to this from your 
perspective & we look forward to seeing you next week. 
Thanks, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
Environmental Taxes Team Leader | Directorate of Tax and Revenues | Scottish Government 
Telephone: [Regulation 11(2)] 

 
Questions from DFM’s letter of 19 September 
• Further analysis of the tax rates and the impact you anticipate they will have on the level of 
emissions reductions. This would include an explanation of your modelling and analysis that 
demonstrate successful behavioural changes and the timescales for realising the desired 
levels of emissions reductions.  
• The resource implications for Local Government and/or public bodies (e.g. SEPA) to 
implement and administer the tax, including monitoring compliance.  
• How the assessment of tax liabilities can be designed in a way that offers stability and 
certainty to taxpayers.  
• What data, expertise and skills would be required to administer a CELT.  
• Considerations of interactions and impacts across wider Scottish Government policies such 
as Just Transition, land use and land reform, agriculture reform, peatland restoration and 



private investment in natural capital (including use of the Peatland Code), alongside any 
consideration of the work of the Scottish Land Commission and other key stakeholders. 
________________________________________________________________________________  

Microsoft Teams meeting  

Join on your computer, mobile app or room device  

Click here to join the meeting  

Meeting ID: [Regulation 11(2)] 

Passcode: [Regulation 11(2)] 

Download Teams | Join on the web 

Or call in (audio only)  
[Regulation 11(2)] 

United Kingdom, Edinburgh  

Phone Conference ID: [Regulation 11(2)] 

Find a local number | Reset PIN  

SCOTS Connect - Please note - You must have the explicit permission of the organiser to record 

this meeting and its attendees, using any technology.  

Learn more | Help | Meeting options  
________________________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________ 
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 16 October 2023 11:15 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: Re: Carbon Emissions Land Tax 

Hello [Regulation 11(2)] 

Thank you for your email.  
We are working on some of the points raised by the Deputy First Minister in her letter regarding 
CELT and would be happy to update you with our progress to date. 
We have also been engaging with COSLA, specifically working with two officials ([Regulation 

11(2)] Chief Officer, Environment and Economy, and [Regulation 11(2)], Policy Manager, 
Finance) for several months and this culminated in the members of the Environment and 
Economy Board voting to support the principles of CELT. I can give you further information when 
we meet.  
From our end, it looks like the 24th of October from 3-4pm works best. Could we schedule a call 
for that time? 
Please include my colleagues [Regulation 11(2)] and [Regulation 11(2)] alongside myself.  
We look forward to working with you! 
Have a great day, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
[Regulation 11(2)] 

 

 Book time to meet with me  

I work Mon-Thurs. 

Click here to learn about our campaign to implement a Carbon Emissions Land Tax! 

 
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 16 October 2023 10:41 AM 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 

Subject: Carbon Emissions Land Tax  

!  This email comes from a sender outside of The John Muir Trust !  

Hello [Regulation 11(2)] 



 
Thank you for your email of 4 October 2023 to the office of the Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance. 
Your email has been passed to me as one of the lead officials interested in the proposed 
Carbon Emissions Land Tax (CELT). 
 
We would be happy to meet with you as suggested and would like to use this as a helpful 
opportunity to further consider and explore the feasibility for a CELT – both in terms of the 
implementation and the subsequent administration. Many of these points were already set 
out in the letter to you from the Deputy First Minister, so I will not repeat those here.  
However, we would be particularly interested in the local government aspect of a CELT. It is 
important that the Scottish Government considers the Verity House Agreement when 
exploring local taxation proposals, as we have a responsibility to ensure that policy such as 
this is ‘local by default and national by agreement’. As such, we will need to engage with 
COSLA to understand their views on this proposal and what their needs would be. It would 
be helpful to understand what discussions you have had with the local authorities you have 
identified who could utilise a CELT and to what extent they support having these powers.  
We would also be open to a meeting before 4 November, although would not look to tie any 
CELT proposal to the Land Reform Bill. Tax decisions are taken as part of the Scottish 
Government’s budget process, and any policy proposals need to be fully scoped and 
analysed before they can be considered as part of this. This is also the case for local 
taxation policies and I expect you would agree that the CELT proposals would not be 
appropriate for consideration at this time, given there are a variety of issues to be explored 
further. Hopefully our meeting will help to make progress in that respect. 
Having had an initial look at diaries of colleagues in Scottish Government, I can offer the 
following potential slots in the short-term: 
• 23 October from 2pm onwards 
• 24 October from 3-4pm 
• 1 November 10-11am or 12-1pm 
If none of these are suitable then please let me know what dates and times you would 
suggest further into November and I can look to see when we have corresponding 
availability. 
Regards, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
Environmental Taxes Team Leader | Directorate of Tax and Revenues | Scottish Government 
Telephone: [Regulation 11(2)] 

******************************************************************

****  

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 

solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 

copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 

intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 

and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 

order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 

The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 

those of the Scottish Government. 

******************************************************************

**** 
 



******************************************************************

****  

This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 

solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 

copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 

intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 

and inform the sender immediately by return. 

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 

order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 

The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 

those of the Scottish Government. 

******************************************************************

**** 
 



All: 
 
Thanks for the helpful discussion. The actions I noted were: 
 

• JMT to respond in writing to the SG letter requesting further information on the 
CELT proposal; 

• JMT to include within that response their assessment of the data required in 
order to underpin the CELT; 

• SG RESAS ([Regulation 11(2)]) to organise a meeting with Rethink Carbon to 
discuss data sources available on land use and carbon emissions; 

• SG ([Regulation 11(2)]) to circulate on publication the CXC research on 
international approaches to carbon emissions taxes; 

• SG to organise a follow-up meeting once the JMT written response has been 
received; 

• ALL - in advance of the next meeting, and in light of the framing of the SG 
commitment, to consider what other fiscal or regulatory measures might 
support the reduction of carbon emissions from land. 

 
Let me know if I’ve missed anything, 
 
Regards 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
Head of Natural Capital Policy and Valuation 
Land Reform, Rural & Islands Policy Division 
Agriculture & Rural Economy Directorate 
 

Email: [Regulation 11(2)] 

Blackberry: [Regulation 11(2)] 
My working hours are currently 8:30 – 5, Monday to Friday. 

 
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: Thursday, November 9, 2023 9:40 AM 

To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: Agenda for CELT meeting Monday 13th November 1130-1230 
 
Dear all 
 
Agenda for CELT meeting Monday 13th November 1130-1230 
 
Looking forward to our meeting on Monday to advance the proposal for a carbon emissions land tax.  
Please find below a draft agenda with very rough timings to maximise our time on the day: 
 

1. Introductions and purpose of the meeting ([Regulation 11(2)]) 5 mins 
 

2. Rethink carbon – quick overview ([Regulation 11(2)]) – 5 mins 
 

3. Rethink carbon – progress towards estimating emissions ([Regulation 11(2)]) – 10 mins 
 



4. Carbon calculations – next steps – discussion (all) – 15 mins 
 

5. Deputy First Minister questions - where are we – who does what? ([Regulation 11(2)]) – 
15 mins 

 
6. Next steps - DONM – 5 mins 

 
Many thanks 
 

[Regulation 11(2)] 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
Head of Policy 
 
John Muir Trust 
a: Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry PH16 5AN 
m: [Regulation 11(2)] 
 
For wild places where nature, people and communities have the freedom to thrive 
 
Visit our website | Support us  
 
Scottish charitable company limited by guarantee (Charity No. SC002061 Company No. SC081620), regulated by OSCR 
 

http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/
https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/support-us


Thanks, [Regulation 11(2)] – let’s go for 2-3pm on the 27th at your Rose Street office. 
 
If you can send an invite with the details to this copy list & we can forward on to anyone else 
who might attend if colleagues can’t make it themselves. 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
Environmental Taxes Team Leader | Directorate of Tax and Revenues | Scottish Government 

Telephone: [Regulation 11(2)] 

 
 
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: Monday, February 5, 2024 8:29 AM 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Cc: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: Re: Ref 202300373195: Carbon Emissions Land Tax: alternative proposal 
 
Hi [Regulation 11(2)], 
 
That's great - can we meet in the afternoon of the 27th of Feb? [Regulation 11(2)] isn't available 
in the morning. 
 
We can meet in an SG building or at our satellite office in Rose Street - whichever is easiest for 
you. 
 
Have a great day, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 

[Regulation 11(2)] 

Campaigns Manager 

  

m. [Regulation 11(2)] 

 

 Book time to meet with me  

 I work Mon-Thurs. 

 

Click here to learn about our campaign to implement a Carbon Emissions Land Tax! 

  

  

 
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 01 February 2024 9:03 AM 

https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/celt


To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Cc: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: RE: Ref 202300373195: Carbon Emissions Land Tax: alternative proposal  
  
  

!  This email comes from a sender outside of The John Muir Trust !  

  
Hi [Regulation 11(2)],  
  
That date is fine for me – I’ll check with others to make sure we have representation from all 
the necessary policy areas, but let’s work on the assumption of the 27th. 
  
Do you have a venue in mind, or were you thinking one of the Scottish Government 
buildings? I can look at availability, visitor requests etc. if so. 
  
Thanks, 
  
[Regulation 11(2)]  
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
Environmental Taxes Team Leader | Directorate of Tax and Revenues | Scottish Government 
Telephone: [Regulation 11(2)] 

  
  
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 30 January 2024 13:18 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Cc: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: Re: Ref 202300373195: Carbon Emissions Land Tax: alternative proposal 
  
Hi [Regulation 11(2)] 
  
Could meet in person in Edinburgh on the afternoon of the 27th of February? 
  
Let me know if that's possible, or if there are other dates that might work for you. 
  
Have a great day, 
[Regulation 11(2)]  

[Regulation 11(2)] 

Campaigns Manager 

  

m. [Regulation 11(2)] 

 

 Book time to meet with me  

 I work Mon-Thurs. 

  



Click here to learn about our campaign to implement a Carbon Emissions Land Tax! 

  

  

 
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 29 January 2024 5:53 PM 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Cc: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: RE: Ref 202300373195: Carbon Emissions Land Tax: alternative proposal  
  
  

!  This email comes from a sender outside of The John Muir Trust !  

  
Hello [Regulation 11(2)] 
  
Thank you for your patience and I hope you all had a nice break too, although I’m sure it 
seems like a long time ago now! 
 
We are in the process of putting together briefing papers for Ministers on various topics and 
don’t have too much further that we can say on this specifically at the moment. However, 
we’d obviously be interested to hear what you have worked on since we last spoke.  
  
Do you have a particular date in mind towards the end of the month or early March and we 
can look to arrange something? 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
  
[Regulation 11(2)]Environmental Taxes Team Leader | Directorate of Tax and Revenues | Scottish 
Government 
Telephone: [Regulation 11(2)] 

  
  
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 22 January 2024 11:12 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Cc: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: Re: Ref 202300373195: Carbon Emissions Land Tax: alternative proposal 
  
Hello [Regulation 11(2)] 
  
I hope you and your colleagues have had a nice winter break. We were delighted to see CELT 
mentioned in the budget! 
  
I am following up on our discussion below, in particular to inform you we have continued to 
work on an alternative solution to implement CELT, which we described as a Scottish Local 
Land Tax.  
  
We now have a list of conditions that landowners could fulfil to get a tax rebate and are working 
to illustrate how this system delivers for land managers, using a case study landholding.  

https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/celt


  
Could we organise a meeting for late February to discuss our respective work? 
  
Have a great day, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
  

[Regulation 11(2)] 

Campaigns Manager 

  

m. [Regulation 11(2)] 

 

 Book time to meet with me  

 I work Mon-Thurs. 

  

Click here to learn about our campaign to implement a Carbon Emissions Land Tax! 

  

  

 
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 

Sent: 28 December 2023 10:05 AM 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Cc: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: RE: Ref 202300373195: Carbon Emissions Land Tax: alternative proposal  
  
  

!  This email comes from a sender outside of The John Muir Trust !  

  
Dear [Regulation 11(2)] 
  
Thank you for your emails and the additional information and analysis provided, which will be 
helpful in our considerations going forward. 
  
Apologies for not responding sooner, but as you can hopefully appreciate, it has been a 
busy time of year with the Scottish Budget and then the Christmas leave period immediately 
afterwards. This means it will be the New Year before we are able to reconvene colleagues 
from all the relevant policy areas and come back with anything more substantive, but I 
wanted to reassure you that everything has been safely received and is on the agenda. 
  
Having mentioned the Budget, I’m sure you’ll be aware of it already, but just to highlight the 
reference to the JMT’s proposal in the supporting documents: 
  

https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/celt
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-budget-2024-25/pages/4/


In 2024-25, the Scottish Government will work with our partners in COSLA and local 
government, and other stakeholders, to examine how further policy measures – regulatory 
and fiscal – can support existing policies and interventions to improve a wide range of land 
management outcomes, including the restoration of peatlands and the creation of more 
woodlands. This will also include consideration of a proposal for a Carbon Emissions Land 
Tax, as has been suggested by the John Muir Trust. 
  
I’m finishing up at the end of today until 15 January, but if there’s anything urgent in the 
interim then I’m sure one of my colleagues on copy will be able to assist. 
  
Hope you’ve had a great Christmas and all the best for the New Year when it comes, 
  
[Regulation 11(2)] 
  
[Regulation 11(2)] 
Environmental Taxes Team Leader | Directorate of Tax and Revenues | Scottish Government 
Telephone: [Regulation 11(2)] 

  
  
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 18 December 2023 10:17 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Cc: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: Re: Ref 202300373195: Carbon Emissions Land Tax: alternative proposal 
  
Dear [Regulation 11(2)] 
  
Cc the Deputy First Minister, Scottish Government officials involved in previous meetings and 
colleagues from the John Muir Trust. 
  
I hope you are keeping well. Please find attached an additional paper regarding alternatives to 
our Carbon Emissions Land Tax proposal.  
  
We explored an alternative general land tax levied on large scale landholdings based on 
hectarage, supplemented by a system of tax incentives designed to drive down carbon 
emissions from land. 
  
One key advantage of a uniform "Scottish Local Land Tax" over CELT would be to shift the 
burden of assessment from governmental bodies to landowners, thus relieving pressure on 
public resources. It could also accelerate the implementation of a tax by streamlining the 
preparatory process, which would be focused more single mindedly on setting up the fiscal 
framework. 
  
We look forward to hearing your thoughts and discuss this idea further. 
  
Have a great day, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 

[Regulation 11(2)] 

Campaigns Manager 

  



[Regulation 11(2)] 

 

 Book time to meet with me  

 I work Mon-Thurs. 

  

Click here to learn about our campaign to implement a Carbon Emissions Land Tax! 

  

  

  
 

From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 04 December 2023 11:58 AM 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Cc: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: Ref 202300373195: Carbon Emissions Land Tax: tax matrix analysis and interactions with SG 
policies  
  

Dear [Regulation 11(2)] 

  

Cc the Deputy First Minister, Scottish Government officials involved in previous meetings and 
colleagues from the John Muir Trust. 

  

Please find attached two documents answering the questions set out in the Deputy First 
Minister's letter of the 19th of September 2023 (ref: 202300373195) regarding our Carbon 
Emissions Land Tax proposal. 

  

The first document is our analysis of how CELT sits within the Scottish Government's tax matrix. 

  

The second document shows how CELT complements and reinforces existing and future 
Scottish Government policies on land use, biodiversity and climate action. 

  

In addition, as requested by you when we met on the 13th of November 2023 the John Muir 
Trust would like to seek your advice in two areas: 

https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/celt


  

1. Can the Scottish government centralise and provide access to the following list of 
datasets that Rethink Carbon believes would enable a cost-effective and robust 
assessment of the conditions of habitats on landholdings as a proxy for greenhouse gas 
emissions? This would enable us to better understand whether there are gaps in the 
data required to assess landholdings and therefore the costs of implementing a CELT. 

  

These datasets are: 

• OS MasterMap Topography layer 
• National Forest Inventory woodland map 
• Felling Licence Applications (Felling Permissions) received by Scottish Forestry, 

administered via their Case Management System 
• Woodland Carbon Code Projects, a layer managed by Scottish Forestry showing the 

boundaries for WCC projects 
• FGS Woodland Creation Claims / Options 
• Datasets from Peatland ACTION regarding peat depth and condition assessments as 

well as restoration work and feasibility studies 
• Peatland ACTION Bare Peat Layer 
• Sentinel 2 Satellite Data and other satellite sources already used by SG and UKG or their 

agencies 
• Historical datasets including the National Library of Scotland maps and HLA Map 
• Consider investing in national LiDAR coverage 

  

2. The John Muir Trust is working to develop an independently run consultation on CELT 
with the objective of hearing a wide range of opinions and suggestions for improvements 
where issues are identified. We think this would complement the regular consultation 
process from SG by providing early analysis of stakeholder views. 

We would be grateful if you could provide some advice on how we can ensure we deliver 
this objective and produce a consultation in line with government standards that would 
be useful to the government in developing this proposal. 

  

We are looking forward to your responses to the two documents attached as well as the 
two points set out above. 

  

Have a great day, 

[Regulation 11(2)] 

[Regulation 11(2)] 



Campaigns Manager 

  

Click here to learn about our campaign to implement a Carbon Emissions Land Tax! 

  

  

John Muir Trust 

Tower House, Station Road, Pitlochry PH16 5AN 

t. [Regulation 11(2)] 

m. [Regulation 11(2)] 

 

 Book time to meet with me  

I work Mon-Thurs. 

For wild places where nature, people and communities have the freedom to thrive 

 

https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/celt


Matrix for tax decision making - CELT 
Factor Approach 

Fiscal Impacts  
Proposals must be 
accompanied by a policy 
costing, including an 
estimate of the impact on 
our funding position and, 
where appropriate, an 
analysis of the distributional 
impacts. This should include 
the potential for long-term 
economic impacts, as well as 
any impacts on future 
budgets and the tax base.  

 
The assessment framework would rest with a national agency to 
ensure fairness and efficiency. The costs would include acquiring 
the datasets (not already owned by public agencies) and software 
necessary to analyse them, staff time to run and check the 
analysis, and additional staff time to respond to appeals from 
landowners.  
 
The cost of setting up the assessment framework and its operation 
would be met by the Scottish Government, with an option to 
recover part or all of the cost by transferring a set percentage of 
the money levied by a CELT from local authorities back to the 
Scottish Government. 
The cost of appeals could be shouldered by landowners and 
reimbursed in cases where the appeal is successful. 
 
It should be noted that, arguably, the Scottish Government has a 
duty to fund a reliable means of measuring greenhouse gases from 
land uses to assess its progress against its climate targets as set 
out in the Climate Change (Scotland) Act. In this context, the costs 
of the assessment framework would not be related to CELT but to 
the Government’s obligations to accurately report greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 
Implementation costs would be met by local authorities and so 
funding impacts would be on their revenues. Modelling the 
different evolving stages of the CELT will generate the estimates 
for the local authorities, including any distributional effects.  

Principles and Objectives  
Policy options should be 
considered against the 
Principles of Good Tax Policy 
Making, with a clear 
rationale for any deviation, 
as well as our strategic 
objectives and the core 
policy objectives of the 
proposed change, identifying 
any conflicts or trade-offs.  

 
CELT is intended as ‘tax […] used as a lever to increase the cost of 
harmful behaviours, or reduce the costs of desired behaviours, in 
order to incentivise change’.  
 
The harmful behaviours are land use management choices that 
emit greenhouse gases, thereby impeding Scotland’s climate 
objectives. In addition, the land use changes delivered by the tax 
would help Scotland fulfil its ambitions to halt and reverse nature 
decline by favouring land management choices that benefit 
biodiversity, as they are also the choices that enable habitats to 
sequester greenhouse gases. 

Policy Alignment  
Proposals should be 
considered in the round 
alongside: other devolved 
and local tax policies; our 
economic strategy; spending 
plans; social security 
commitments; wider 
devolved and local 

 
Currently, there are no taxes related to greenhouse gas emissions, 
and there are no taxes on land ownership. 
 
JMT considers that CELT is consistent with and reinforces a range 
of SG policies including its net-zero commitment and Climate 
Change Plan, the Forestry Grant Scheme and Peatland ACTION 
fund, the Nature Restoration Fund, its work on Natural Capital, its 
Just Transition plan for Agriculture and Land Use as well as its Land 



government policies; and UK 
tax and fiscal policies. 
Analysis should seek to 
identify any conflicts or 
trade-offs.  

Reform Bill and Agriculture and Rural Communities Bill. It also has 
the potential to align with its future Crofting Bill and Local 
Governance Bill. 

Affordability and Value for 
Money  
Policy costings should be 
assessed for affordability and 
value for money, particularly 
if tax reliefs or exemptions 
are being considered.  

 
To estimate costs as accurately as possible, discussions should be 
carried out with: 

- Experts in the field of habitat mapping and monitoring 
- Agencies and government bodies responsible for assessing 

and administering the Scottish Sporting Rates 
Tax models should explore options for exempting community-
owned land and exemptions or reliefs for common grazings and 
tenanted farms. The impact on tax revenues should be analysed. 
  

Impact Assessment  
The policy development 
process should surface and 
consider potential impacts, 
including unintended 
consequences, and include 
applicable impact 
assessments. For example, in 
relation to equalities, 
business and regulation, the 
environment, human rights 
and the Fairer Scotland Duty.  

 
The first round of impact assessment should focus on the revenues 
raised by a CELT. The second round should determine how CELT 
creates behavioural change and land use change.  
 
In addition to the impact assessments mentioned above, 
consideration should be given to the impact of CELT on rural jobs 
and the second-degree impact on revenues raised via council tax 
and income tax.  
 
Work should also be carried out to understand how a tax liability 
would impact on land value and its knock-on effects in terms of 
affordability for community groups to buy land. Related to this, 
consideration should be given to how CELT and the range of 
subsidies and grants already offered by the Scottish Government, 
as well as its work on Natural Capital can best interact with each 
other. There is a unique opportunity to line up all these policy 
areas to deliver transformational change across entire landscapes. 
 
Potential unintended consequences include the impact on 
community-owned land, tenant farmers and common grazings, 
due to either a lack of control over land use changes or a lack of 
funds to carry out restoration work and avoid the tax, or both. 
 
In addition, consideration should be given to potential conflicts 
between land use changes encouraged by CELT and other site 
designations, in cases where natural habitat successions which 
would sequester carbon conflict with a site’s protected 
characteristics. 

Deliverability and 
Administration  
Issues pertaining to delivery, 
administration and collection 
should be identified and 
considered at the earliest 
opportunity, in consultation 

 
COSLA has been involved since the early stages of the 
development of CELT and has agreed to work with the Scottish 
Government to inform assessments of feasibility, timing, and 
administration of CELT. The limited number of estates to be subject 
to the tax and the existing bodies of data on land use and habitats 
should limit the operational costs. Timing might be made 



 

 

As with the research proposal, the plan is to develop a model run over several iterations to populate 

the matrix with outputs over different timeframes: immediate, after short-medium term behavioural 

responses, steady/ideal state. 

 

 

with the relevant tax 
authorities, including 
consideration of the 
administrative burden on 
taxpayers and other delivery 
partners. Assessment should 
also be given to any legal, 
operational or political 
concerns and impact on the 
Fiscal Framework or in 
relation to devolution. 
Timing of a proposed 
intervention should be 
considered in relation to 
fiscal and economic cycles. 

consistent with proposed changes to be published in the 
forthcoming Land Reform Bill. 



How a Carbon Emissions Land Tax interacts with and impacts wider Scottish 

Government policies 

 

The John Muir Trust would like to contribute the following regarding the Deputy First Minister’s 

question about how CELT would interact and impact wider Scottish Government policies such as Just 

Transition, land use and land reform, agriculture reform, peatland restoration and private investment 

in natural capital (including use of the Peatland Code), consideration of other key stakeholders 

including the Scottish Land Commission. 

 

Just Transition: behavioural change would create new green jobs in rural areas, diversifying and 

strengthening the economy. Funds raised by councils could be reinvested in projects that mitigate 

the damage caused by polluters. 

Land use and land reform: the tax would incentivise land use change away from damaging and 

narrow practices towards acting in the public interest, giving greater significance to the proposed 

compulsory management plans.  

Agriculture reform: the tax aligns with the intent of the Agriculture and Rural Communities bill, as 

both seek to incentivise landowners to manage their land for nature and climate as well as 

communities. 

Peatland restoration grants and the Forestry Grant Scheme: the tax aligns with the intent of both 

schemes as it will encourage landowners to restore peatlands and enable native woodlands to grow. 

The subsidies and grants would therefore help landowners carry out the work needed to avoid the 

tax. The tax would send a strong message to the peatland and woodland sectors that the Scottish 

Government is committed to nature restoration in the long term, therefore alleviating the risk for 

businesses investing in training and expanding their workforce and acquiring the machinery 

necessary to carry out restoration and planting. 

Private investment in natural capital: the tax would incentivise landowners to restore their land, 

therefore positioning estates to enter carbon credit markets. 

Consideration of the work of the Scottish Land Commission and other key stakeholders: The John 

Muir Trust approached the Scottish Land Commissions to invite feedback, but the Commissions did 

not take up the offer. We intend the renew the offer now that the Scottish Government has 

committed to a consultation on a carbon land tax. The Trust also intends to invite a wider set of 

stakeholders, including large private landowners, farmers and crofters to respond to the proposal via 

an independently run consultation, which could be followed up by in-depth discussions with 

individual stakeholders.  

A group of over 50 organisations, trade unions, churches, businesses, coalitions, and community 

groups representing over a million people in Scotland have already backed this proposal. A YouGov 

poll found that 64% of Scots support a carbon emissions land tax, with only 14% opposing it. 

 



Thank you for letting me know [Regulation 11(2)]. 
 
I hope you are ok. 
 
Take care, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
Campaigns Manager 
  
m. [Regulation 11(2)] 

 

 Book time to meet with me  

 I work Mon-Thurs. 
 
Click here to learn about our campaign to implement a Carbon Emissions Land Tax! 
  
  
 

 
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 21 February 2024 9:13 AM 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: Declined: CELT update JMT/SG 
When: 27 February 2024 14:00-15:00. 
Where: 5 Rose Street, Edinburgh EH2 2PR  
  
  

! This email comes from a sender outside of The John Muir Trust ! 

  
Hello [Regulation 11(2)] 
  
I’m unfortunately not going to be able to make this meeting now, as I need to take some 
urgent last minute leave that day. 
  
[Regulation 11(2)] & [Regulation 11(2)] will still be attending from the SG side at the very 
least, so we’re fine for it to go ahead as planned. 
  
Hope the meeting goes well & no doubt speak to you again in due course, 
  
[Regulation 11(2)] 
  
[Regulation 11(2)] 
Environmental Taxes Team Leader | Directorate of Tax and Revenues | Scottish Government 
Telephone: [Regulation 11(2)] 

 
 

https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/celt


Dear all, 
 
In advance of our meeting next week, please find attached a briefing with our revenue 
projections for the second version CELT as a Scottish local land tax. 
 
We will give a 15-min presentation at the beginning of the meeting recapitulating the paper and 
expanding on the rebate system. We will also go over an example of how it would work on a 
landholding.  
 
We will take the rest of the meeting to discuss and identify how we can move forward. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in person! 
 
Have a great day, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
Campaigns Manager 
  
m. [Regulation 11(2)] 

 

 Book time to meet with me  

 I work Mon-Thurs. 
 
Click here to learn about our campaign to implement a Carbon Emissions Land Tax! 
  
  
 

 
From: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Sent: 06 February 2024 2:47 PM 
To: [Regulation 11(2)] 
Subject: CELT update JMT/SG 
When: 27 February 2024 14:00-15:00. 
Where: 5 Rose Street, Edinburgh EH2 2PR  
  
Dear all, 
 
This meeting is to discuss the JMT's latest model for implementing CELT.  
 
The in-person meeting will begin at 2 pm in the JMT's Edinburgh office: 
Thorne House, Ethical Property 
5 Rose Street, Edinburgh, EH2 2PR 
 
When you arrive, please call me on [Regulation 11(2)] so I can come down and open the door - 
our intercom is being fixed. If it's up and running, I will update this invite with instructions to 
buzz you in. 
 
Have a great day, 
[Regulation 11(2)] 
 

https://www.johnmuirtrust.org/celt


 

 

 

mailto:policy@johnmuirtrust.org
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