
ANNEX A 
 
From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 11:44 AM 
To: John-Paul Marks <John-Paul.Marks@gov.scot>; Christopher Mackie 
<Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce 
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; David 
Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; 
Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; Callum McCaig 
<Callum.Mccaig@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Michael Matheson resignation 
 
Hi, 
 
To confirm the news release has issued.  
 
Health and Social Care Secretary resigns - gov.scot (www.gov.scot)  
 
Thanks, 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 

News | First Minister’s Communications Team Leader 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [Redacted]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9029 
www.gov.scot/news 

 
 
From: John-Paul Marks <John-Paul.Marks@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 11:38 AM 
To: Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; [Redacted]>; Andrew Bruce 
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Jennie 
Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; Callum McCaig <Callum.Mccaig@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] @gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: Michael Matheson resignation 

 
Thank you Chris for this update and for sight of this correspondence. We wish Mr 
Matheson and his family very best wishes for the future, grateful for his leadership. 
Am assured all is in hand by colleagues for this afternoon; please shout anytime if 
you need anything. Best wishes, JP 
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From: Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 11:23:38 AM 
To: Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; John-Paul Marks <John-
Paul.Marks@gov.scot>; [Redacted] @gov.scot>; Andrew Bruce 
<Andrew.Bruce@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; David 
Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; 
Jennie Gollan <Jennie.Gollan@gov.scot>; Callum McCaig 
<Callum.Mccaig@gov.scot>; [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: Michael Matheson resignation  
 
Permanent Secretary,  
 

Please be advised that Michael Matheson has this morning tendered his resignation 
to the First Minister and this has been accepted.  
 

Mr Matheson’s resignation and the First Minister’s response is attached for 
information.  
 

The First Minister intends to confirm a replacement for Mr Matheson later this 
afternoon. I will confirm that and any consequent changes to the ministerial team in 
due course.  
 

Please note that News colleagues (copied) have been asked under separate cover 
to prepare a news release in order that this can be announced ahead of FMQs.  
 

Thanks,  
 

Chris 
 

Chris Mackie 
Principal Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  

T: 0131 [Redacted ] M[Redacted] 
 
 

 
The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details, including preferences, can be found here. 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a 
decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the 
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 
2016. See www.lobbying.scot 
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From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 11:34 AM 
To: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle 
<Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; 
David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD view: Health Sec news release  
 
Colin 
 
As discussed, final news release attached which is issuing now.  
 
FMPO, shared for awareness.  
 
Thanks, 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 

News | First Minister’s Communications Team Leader 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [Redacted]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9029 
www.gov.scot/news 

 
 
From: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 11:24 AM 
To: [Redacted]@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle <Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Ross 
Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; David Hutchison 
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SPAD view: Health Sec news release  
 
Happy subject to it being checked against the final text of the FM response. Please 
issue asap. 
 
Regards  
 
Colin McAllister 
0131 [Redacted] 
[Redacted] 
 

 
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary to the Scottish 
Government are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See 
www.lobbying.scot. 
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From: [Redacted]@gov.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 11:18 AM 
To: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; Kevin Pringle 
<Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; 
David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Subject: SPAD view: Health Sec news release  
 
SPADs, 
 
Please find attached a draft news release for your consideration – this includes the 
text from Mr Matheson’s letter to FM. We will add the text of the FMs reply once that 
letter has issued. 
 
Grateful for views.  
 
Thanks, 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 

News | First Minister’s Communications Team Leader 
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh  
Mobile: [Redacted]| Portfolio Media inquiries: 0300 244 9029 
www.gov.scot/news 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

mailto:Colin.McAllister@gov.scot
mailto:Kevin.Pringle@gov.scot
mailto:Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot
mailto:David.Hutchison@gov.scot
file:///C:/Users/U442946/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/XKOE73TF/www.gov.scot/news
https://twitter.com/scotgov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/thescottishgovernment
https://www.facebook.com/TheScottishGovernment
https://www.instagram.com/scotgov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/scottishgovernment/
https://www.youtube.com/user/scottishgovernment


From: [Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 11:23 AM 
To: Christopher Mackie <Christopher.Mackie@gov.scot> 
Cc: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; First Minister 
<FirstMinister@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Letter of resignation 
 
Chris, 
 
Mr Matheson’s letter and the FM’s response, which has now issued, both attached. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
[Redacted]| FirstMinister@gov.scot 
 
From: Matheson M (Michael), MSP <Michael.Matheson.msp@parliament.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 10:26 AM 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Letter of resignation 
 
Dear PO, 
 
Please find attached my letter of resignation for the First Minister. I would be grateful 
if you could bring this to his immediate attention. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Michael Matheson MSP 
**********************************************************************  

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 
 
The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in error 
please delete it and do not share its contents. 
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From: [Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of First Minister 
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 10:40 AM 
To: Colin McAllister <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Letter of resignation 
 
Colin, 
 
Please find attached. 
 
Thanks, 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Private Secretary to the First Minister  
5th Floor | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG  
[Redacted]| FirstMinister@gov.scot 
 
From: Matheson M (Michael), MSP <Michael.Matheson.msp@parliament.scot>  
Sent: Thursday, February 8, 2024 10:26 AM 
To: First Minister <firstminister@gov.scot> 
Subject: Letter of resignation 
 
Dear PO, 
 
Please find attached my letter of resignation for the First Minister. I would be grateful 
if you could bring this to his immediate attention. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Michael Matheson MSP 
**********************************************************************  

The Scottish Parliament: Making a positive difference to the lives of the people of Scotland  
Pàrlamaid na h-Alba: A’ toirt deagh bhuaidh air beatha sluagh na h-Alba 

www.parliament.scot : facebook.com/scottishparliament : twitter.com/scotparl 
 
The information in this email may be confidential. If you think you have received this email in error 
please delete it and do not share its contents. 

*************************** 
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