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From:
Sent: 21 November 2023 14:15
To: DIRECTORATE FOR CULTURE AND MAJOR EVENTS
Subject: UKG Levelling up announcement

Hi,  
 
To flag the UKG announced yesterday the latest projects that were going to receive UKG levelling 
up money. Whilst this doesn’t include any specifically cultural projects in Scotland there is one that 
does include cultural aspects:  
 
Elgin City Centre Masterplan – receiving £18.291m – will include a creative arts centre which 
will provide new jobs and deliver long-term community benefit to support the creative industries 
sector and community art projects across Moray. 
 
The other projects in Scotland were: 

 Dumfries and Galloway Transport Bid  

 Dumfries and Galloway with Scottish Borders and South Lanarkshire Three Rivers Active 
Tourism Project  

 Levelling Up For Ayrshire: Commercial and Low Carbon Infrastructure 

 National Business District: Shawfield - Remediation and Development 

 Glasgow City Council: Drumchapel Town Centre Regeneration 
 
 
The full list of all the levelling up announcements is at the link below: 
Levelling Up Fund Round 3: explanatory and methodology note on the decision-making process - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 
 

 l Team Leader Creative Scotland & Performing Arts l Cultural Access & 
Organisations Division l Scottish Government l  
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From:  on behalf of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy
Sent: 20 November 2023 12:08
To: Cabinet Secretariat Inbox
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy
Subject: FW: SCANCE COMMISSION FOR 21 NOVEMBER 2023 - cleared contributions 

requested by 1pm on Thursday 16th November

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and 
Energy – Neil Gray MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

   
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: >  
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2023 10:44 AM 
To: >; Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy 
<CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot> 
Cc: Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;  

 DG Net 
Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>;  

 Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; >; DL for DG Economy Directors 
<DLDGED@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SCANCE COMMISSION FOR 21 NOVEMBER 2023 - cleared contributions requested by 1pm on Thursday 
16th November 
 
 

 
PO, 
 
Please see attached SCANCE on Levelling Up and Autumn Statement 
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 Regional Economic Policy Unit | Scottish Government  
3rd Floor | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU  

 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From:   
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2023 10:40 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; DG Economy 
<DGEconomy@gov.scot> 
Cc: Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;  

 DG Net 
Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>;  

 Director of Economic 
Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>;  

 DL for DG Economy Directors <DLDGED@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SCANCE COMMISSION FOR 21 NOVEMBER 2023 - cleared contributions requested by 1pm on Thursday 
16th November 
 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 << File: Scance Contribution - UK Government electricity grid announcements - November 2023.docx >>  
 

  
 

  
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: @gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy 
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2023 10:25 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; DG Economy 
<DGEconomy@gov.scot> 
Cc: Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;  

 DG Net 
Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>;  

 Director of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>;  
; DL for DG Economy Directors 

<DLDGED@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SCANCE COMMISSION FOR 21 NOVEMBER 2023 - cleared contributions requested by 1pm on Thursday 
16th November 
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Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and 
Energy – Neil Gray MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
Email: CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot   
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy 
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2023 2:55 PM 
To: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy 
<CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;  

 DG Net 
Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>;  

; Director of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>;  
; DL for DG Economy Directors 

<DLDGED@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SCANCE COMMISSION FOR 21 NOVEMBER 2023 - cleared contributions requested by 1pm on Thursday 
16th November 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and 
Energy – Neil Gray MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
Email: CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot   
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: > On Behalf Of DG Economy 
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2023 1:32 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc: Spads Admin <Spads_Admin@gov.scot>;  

 DG Net 
Zero <DGNetZero@gov.scot>;  

Director of Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>;  
 DL for DG Economy Directors 

<DLDGED@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: SCANCE COMMISSION FOR 21 NOVEMBER 2023 - cleared contributions requested by 1pm on Thursday 
16th November 
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With thanks to colleagues please see below our suggested SCANCE items for Cab Sec for next 
week: 
 

Suggested 
SCANCE Item 

What it will cover Why include in 
SCANCE 

Necessary 
Y/N 

Agreed by Deputy 
Director (Name)  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

     

     

 

UKG Levelling up 
activities and 
impact on SG 
 
  

, LUF3, 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Various activities 
which impact or 
potentially impact on 
devolved policy or 
extend UKG activity 
already in train 

Y  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 | Head of Strategic Support and Office | DG Economy Office |Scottish Government | Mobile: 
  

 
Responsibility for filing key documents and communications on the record, including those sent to DG 
Economy, rests with relevant policy and operational areas within Directorates. The DG Office Team does 
not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments. 
_____________________________________________ 
From:  On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & 
Energy 
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:14 AM 
To: DG Economy <DGEconomy@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: SCANCE COMMISSION FOR 21 NOVEMBER 2023 - cleared contributions requested by 1pm on Monday, 
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20 November 2023 
Importance: High 
 
 

  
 
  

 
 

  
  

 
 

         
 

 
 

Suggested 
SCANCE Item 

What it will 
cover 

Why include in 
SCANCE 

Necessary 
Y/N 

Agreed by Deputy 
Director (Name)  

  
    

 
 
Thanks,  
 

 
 

Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and 
Energy – Neil Gray MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

   
 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices do not keep official records 
of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
From: > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretariat Inbox 
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 8:09 AM 
To: DL Cabinet Secretaries <DLMPOPCABSEC@gov.scot>; Minister for Transport <MinisterFT@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretariat Inbox <CabinetSecretariat@gov.scot> 
Subject: SCANCE COMMISSION FOR 21 NOVEMBER 2023 - cleared contributions requested by 1pm on Monday, 20 
November 2023 
Importance: High 
 
 
Good morning, 
 
We would be grateful if your cleared SCANCE contributions be returned to the Cabinet 
Secretariat inbox by 1pm on Monday, 20 November 2023.   
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SCANCE is split into two parts: 

(1) Issues which may require discussion at Cabinet; and 
(2) Issues to be noted and taken as read. 

 
Please use the attached template when commissioning items - MPOs are asked to indicate on the 
template which section in the paper the item is for (there are check boxes to allow you to do this). 
 
The SCANCE note template below has been updated to include an Oral item checkbox and 
some further minor tweaks – please use this version when commissioning items for next 
week’s Cabinet meeting. 
 
 << File: SCANCE - Contribution - Template - November 2023.doc >> SCANCE note template to use when 
commissioning items 
 
Please find attached a short guidance note to help you to determine whether an item should be 
marked for discussion or to be taken as read, though this will ultimately be a judgement for you 
and your Cabinet Secretary.   
 
 << File: Guidance for MPOs on SCANCE.docx >> Guidance on determining whether an item should be in 
Part 1 or Part 2 of the SCANCE paper – [for MPO use only] 
 
 << File: SCANCE_top_10_tips.docx >> Updated Top 10 Tips – to issue when commissioning SCANCE 
items 
 
As ever, we’d be grateful for cleared SCANCE notes (on the new template) by 1pm on Monday, 
20 November 2023. 
 
Many thanks,  
Cabinet Secretariat 
 



 

 

SCANCE Contribution – Levelling Up – UKG Budget Announcements 
 
 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 

Results of Levelling Up Round 3 
will be made prior to budget.  

   
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Speaking Note 
 
 

  
 

  
  

.  
 However, on this call we will also touch on a number of further Levelling Up 

announcements at UKG Budget,  
, Levelling Up Fund 3, 

 
  

  
  

  
 

 
  

  



 

 

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
   

  
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 
 

Links to further 
information 

  
  

 

 
 
 

Name of Official:  Extension Number:  
 



1

From:
Sent: 22 November 2023 14:02
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy
Cc:  

Subject: Meeting note 22/11/23 - pre Autumn Statement call - Levelling up 

Hi PO, 
 
Please see the note below from the Cabinet Secretary’s call with UK Government this morning 
prior to the Autumn Statement.  
 

Note of SG - UKG call 

  
 

 UKG noted Levelling Up Fund 3 is now in public domain, that Scotland will receive £122 
million, taking the total allocated to Scotland as £465 million. UKG noted this means 
Scotland will be getting 12% of total funds in round 3 allocation. 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

  

 
Kind regards 
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Scottish Government  
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From:
Sent: 30 November 2023 10:18
To: ; Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy
Cc:
Subject: RE: Supp and Background Note feedback from Mr Gray - RE: S6O-02826 - 

regeneration and economic projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and 
supp

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

PO,  
 
Please see below redraft of response to suggested sup. 
 

 
 

  
 

  
3rd Floor | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU  

 
 

From:   
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 10:16 AM 
To: > 
Cc: > 
Subject: RE: Supp and Background Note feedback from Mr Gray - RE: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic 
projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
 
To clarify, LUF isn’t intended to replace EU funding. The UK Shared Prosperity Fund is the 
only replacement for EU Structural Funds. It is important that we don’t conflate the two, 
and erroneously represent LUF as related to replacement funding.  
 
Slight tweak to original answer to cover the welcoming of investment, as requested by Mr Gray: 
 
A: Though investment in Scotland is always welcome, as I set out in my letter to Mr Gove on 23 
November, following the Autumn Statement, the UK Government must desist from encroaching in 
devolved policy, and revert to using the Barnett formula to increase Scottish Government’s 
budget, and allow us to work with our Councils to ensure the best use of this type of investment in 
a coordinated manner.  
 
Instead we see that the UKG have caused confusion by once again taking a different approach to 
this round of the Fund. Rather than inviting competitive bids as they did in earlier versions of this 
ever changing Fund, they have selected highest scoring projects from Round 2.  
 
I understand that many local authorities are likely to be frustrated at this new approach. Some 
may have been developing bids for some time, expecting an opportunity to submit, and will now 
find that possibility closed to them. Likewise, some local authorities may have decided not to bid 
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for Round 2 on the expectation of bidding in Round 3, and now find themselves at a disadvantage. 
It is another example of an inappropriate extension of UKG policy into devolved competency. 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 – Regional Economic Policy Unit | Scottish Government  
3rd Floor | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU  

 
 

From: >  
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 8:52 AM 
To:  
Cc:  
Subject: FW: Supp and Background Note feedback from Mr Gray - RE: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic 
projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
 

 – grateful for some lines urgently this morning please on Mr Gray’s ask below. 
 

 
 

|Enterprise Sponsorship Manager (SOSE)|Enterprise Sponsorship Team|Regional Economic 
Development Division|Scottish Government 

 

 
 

From: > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & 
Energy 
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 8:45 AM 
To: >; Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy 
<CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc: > 
Subject: RE: Supp and Background Note feedback from Mr Gray - RE: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic 
projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
 

 
 
Many thanks. Mr Gray has fed back that we will need to add a line on partial welcome to 
investment, and has asked if we can please add context on how this does not match quantum of 
EU structural funds. 
 

 

  
Assistant Private Secretary | Office of the Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy – Neil 
Gray MSP 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Email: CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot 
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All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating 
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 

From: >  
Sent: Wednesday, November 29, 2023 2:21 PM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: Supp and Background Note feedback from Mr Gray - RE: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic 
projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
 
Hi  – that’s the PQ back up to you now on the tracker. Attached is the completed template 
for the known supp (although all are also on in the background note). If you need anything 
urgently this afternoon is around, otherwise I can pick up anything from 8.30 tomorrow 
morning.  
 

  
 

|Enterprise Sponsorship Manager (SOSE)|Enterprise Sponsorship Team|Regional Economic 
Development Division|Scottish Government 

 

 
 

From: > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & 
Energy 
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 3:11 PM 
To: >; Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy 
<CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc:  
Subject: Supp and Background Note feedback from Mr Gray - RE: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic projects 
in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
Importance: High 
 
Good afternoon all, 
 
With many thanks. Two points in regards to this General PQ: 
 
The first is that we have received a supp:  
 

Suggested Supp: The Levelling Up Funding provided to improve transport connectivity in Dumfries and 
Galloway is very welcome – however, people have rightly questioned the UK Government’s approach to 
the allocation of this funding. Does the Cab Sec share my concern that the benefit of Levelling Up 
funding is not being felt evenly across Scotland and that some areas will receive funding, not because of 
the needs of the local area but because of the electoral needs of a corrupt and failing UK Westminster 
government?  

 
We would be very grateful if we could please have a draft answer following SpAd clearance by 
16:00 Wednesday 29th November using the attached supp template. 
 
 
The second point is that Mr Gray had some feedback on the Background Note. He has said that 
he greatly appreciates the extensive background briefing and passes on his thanks. He has also 
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asked if we can please add a section on the economic contribution that rural estates provide and 
support we have provided them versus what may have been called for? 
 
Many thanks all. 
 

 | Office of the Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy – Neil 
Gray MSP 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Email: CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating 
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 

From: >  
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 10:29 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc: > 
Subject: RE: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
 
No worries – thanks  

 
 

 
 

|Enterprise Sponsorship Manager (SOSE)|Enterprise Sponsorship Team|Regional Economic 
Development Division|Scottish Government 

 

 
 

From: > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & 
Energy 
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 10:28 AM 
To: >; Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy 
<CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
 
Hi  
 
Thanks so much for getting this to us ahead of the deadline. I will send to Mr Gray for clearance 
and be in touch if he has any feedback. 
 

 
 

  
Assistant Private Secretary | Office of the Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy – Neil 
Gray MSP 
Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Email: CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot 
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All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating 
to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed 
appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 9:50 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
 

 – all clearances now received – will send up on the tracker. 
 

|Enterprise Sponsorship Manager (SOSE)|Enterprise Sponsorship Team|Regional Economic 
Development Division|Scottish Government 

 

 
 

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 9:29 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
 
Thanks  – Please see attached, I’m just waiting on a response to the other possible supp. I 
have now also sent to  

 
 

 
S6O-02826 - RegeneraƟon and Economic Renewal south of Scotland - 30 Nov 2023 (A46127520) 
 

|Enterprise Sponsorship Manager (SOSE)|Enterprise Sponsorship Team|Regional Economic 
Development Division|Scottish Government 

 
 

 
 

From: > On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & 
Energy 
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 8:51 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy 
<CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc:  
Subject: RE: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
 
Hi ,  
 
Apologies –  is now on leave so can you run this past  who is covering in the 
meantime.  
 
If you can send up the draft you have and keep us updated on SpAd clearance, PO will make a 
call on if this should just go without SpAd clearance. 
 
Thanks,  
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Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and 
Energy – Neil Gray MSP 
The Scottish Government 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 

  
 
 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a 
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial 
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of 
such e-mails or attachments.  
 

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 8:49 AM 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot> 
Cc:  
Subject: S6O-02826 - regeneration and economic projects in the south of Scotland - draft answer and supp 
 
Morning PO, 
 
Just to let you know that I am waiting for clearance for the above PQ. I have chased SpADs again this 
morning. I can send over the draft in email just now if helpful (bearing in mind your deadline of 1200 today) 
or else up on the tracker? 
 

|Enterprise Sponsorship Manager (SOSE)|Enterprise Sponsorship Team|Regional Economic 
Development Division|Scottish Government 
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