From: redacted@gov.scot

Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 3:46 PM

To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>

Cc: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; Director of
Economic Development <DirectorDED@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot >; redacted@gov.scot >;
redacted@gov.scot; redacted@gov.scot; redacted@gov.scot; redacted@gov.scot;
redacted@gov.scot’ redacted@gov.scot; Communications Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and
Energy <CommunicationsWellbeingEconomyFairWorkandenergy@gov.scot>;
<redacted@transport.gov.scot>

Subject: FOR AWARENESS - Levelling Up Fund - Round 3 - Pre-Budget Announcement - confidential

PO Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy,

Officials are making efforts to liaise with UKG counterparts to determine the date,
time and agenda for your pre-budget call with Mr Gove. In the meantime, Mr Gray
will wish to note that:

o Officials have been informally updated that UKG are likely to announce the
“‘winners” of Levelling Up Round 3 ahead of the Autumn Statement; potentially
as early as Thursday 16.

e UKG have taken a different approach (again) to this round, and have selected
highest scoring projects from Round 2 that did not receive funding. Culture
bids have been discounted after an English project absorbed majority budget
allocated to that theme. Subsequently Scottish projects are related to
regeneration and transport infrastructure.

e These are TBC, but are likely to be:

o0 Glasgow — Drumchapel regeneration

South Lanarkshire — Shawfield regeneration

North & South Ayrshire — town centre regeneration

Moray — Elgin town centre regeneration

Dumfries & Galloway — transport

Dumfries & Galloway, Scottish Borders & South Lanarkshire — tourism

routes (potentially cycling)

e The total sum is approx. £103 million (TBC), which is slightly higher that the
share anticipated of £97 million.

O O0OO0OO0Oo

e As it stands the agenda will cover a number of items under Levelling Up,
including: Levelling Up Partnerships, Long Term Towns Fund, extension of
Investment Zones and Green Freeports, Levelling Up Fund 3, and potentially
the report on Levelling Up Missions expected to come to SG for consultation
in relation to the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act.

Redacted
3rd Floor | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU
redacted
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From: PSMichaelGove <PSMichaelGove@levellingup.gov.uk>

Sent: Monday, November 20, 2023 12:54 PM

To: First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>

Cc: secretaryofstate <secretaryofstate@ukgovscotland.gov.uk>; Ministerial Correspondence
<Ministerial.Correspondence@Ilevellingup.gov.uk>; redacted@levellingup.gov.uk redacted
@levellingup.gov.uk>; PSMichaelGove <PSMichaelGove@Ievellingup.gov.uk>

Subject: CORRESPONDENCE - SoS DLUHC to the First Minister - LUF R3

Good afternoon,

Please see attached for a letter from the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities with regards to the Levelling Up Fund Round 3.

All the best,

Redacted | Private Secretary to the Secretary of State | Department for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities | Redacted

Please send any diary related emails and invites to diarymichaelgove@levellingup.gov.uk



mailto:diarymichaelgove@levellingup.gov.uk

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP

Secretary of State for Levelling up Housing &
Communities

Minister for Intergovernmental Relations

2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

Humza Yousaf MSP
First Minister
Scottish Government
St Andrew's House
Regent Road
Edinburgh

EH1 3DG

20 November 2023
Dear Humza,

LEVELLING UP FUND: ROUND 3 ALLOCATIONS

| write to share details of the third round of the Levelling Up Fund which the Government has
announced today. We have allocated £1 billion to 55 projects across Great Britain as part of this
round. In Scotland, the third round of the fund will see £122 million awarded to six projects including
£14 million to improve Dumfries and Galloway transport and £15 million to regenerate Drumchapel
Town Centre in Glasgow.

Listening to feedback from parliamentarians and local government, including in relation to the first
two rounds of this fund, we decided not to run an additional competition. We received 529 bids in
round 2, of which only 111 were awarded funding at the time. For round 3, we have drawn on this
impressive pool of existing bids which we were not able to fund earlier in the year but were assessed
as high-quality and ready-to-deliver. We will work closely with local authorities in Scotland to ensure
that the projects allocated funding can make a difference to communities as quickly as possible.

We have targeted funding at the places most in need across the country, as assessed through our
Levelling Up Needs metrics, which take into account skills, pay, productivity and health. We have
also taken care to ensure that every part of Great Britain benefits from this round of funding, from
Bolton to Elgin, and Newcastle to Rhyl.

This approach for round 3 will remove the requirement for local authorities to prepare new bids,
maximising efficiency and the ability of authorities to commence delivery on projects as soon as
possible. We have now notified those councils that have been allocated funding in in the third round
and will work closely with them on next steps. As projects were submitted to Government last year,
we will ask lead authorities to provide reassurance that the funding is still required and that the
project is deliverable and continues to represent value for money to the taxpayer.

Since 2021, the Levelling Up Fund has played an important role driving prosperity and pride in place
in communities across the country. Across the first two rounds of the Fund, £3.8 billion has been
awarded to 216 projects which are well underway. Together with interventions like Green Freeports
and Investment Zones which we worked together to announce, the Levelling Up Fund also continues



to play a key role in helping to reduce geographical disparities across the United Kingdom. Over the
lifetime of the Fund, we will have exceeded our original commitment of awarding £800 million to
Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

A full methodology note has been published and we have notified all relevant local authorities of
their awards.

Finally, let me thank you once again for your continued support on our shared Levelling Up agenda.

| look forward to working with you all as we continue to level up across the whole of the United
Kingdom.

| have also copied this letter to the Secretary of State for Scotland.

With every good wish,

\EoM é\,b‘

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP
Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities
Minister for Intergovernmental Relations



From: redacted@gov.scot

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 4:42 PM

To: redacted@gov.scot >; First Minister <FirstMinister@gov.scot>; Public Engagement Unit
<CorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot>

Cc: redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot ; ; Minister for Local Government Empowerment & Planning
<MinisterLGEP@gov.scot>; Minister for Housing <MinisterHousing@gov.scot>; Minister for
Community Wealth & Public Finance <MinisterCWPF@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot >; Permanent
Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot ; Communications DFM & Finance
<CommunicationsDFMandFinance@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; Director
for Local Government and Housing <DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot
redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;; zzzDG Strategy and External Affairs
<zzzDGSEA@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; DG Communities
<DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance
<DFMCSF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy
<CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot >

Subject: RE: Levelling up Fund

Redacted it looks like a call between Ministers may go ahead tomorrow to discuss
wider levelling up matters.

Redacted
3rd Floor | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU
Redacted

From: redacted@gov.scot >

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 4:26 PM

To: First Minister <FirstMinister @gov.scot>; Public Engagement Unit
<CorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot>

Cc: redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot >; Minister for Local Government Empowerment & Planning
<MlinisterLGEP@gov.scot>; Minister for Housing <MinisterHousing@gov.scot>; Minister for
Community Wealth & Public Finance <MinisterCWPF@gov.scot redacted@gov.scot >; Permanent
Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot; redacted@gov.scot;
redacted@gov.scot; Communications DFM & Finance <CommunicationsDFMandFinance@gov.scot>;
redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;>; Director for Local Government and Housing
<DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot ;>; zzzDG Strategy and External Affairs <zzzDGSEA@gov.scot>;
redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Deputy
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for
Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot;
redacted@gov.scot;

Subject: RE: Levelling up Fund

redacted
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Revised draft reply from DFM to Mr Gove on his letter on the Levelling Up Fund
Round 3 attached (with thanks to colleagues for spotting the typo).

redacted

From: redacted@gov.scot

Sent: 21 November 2023 13:52

To: First Minister <FirstMinister @gov.scot>; Public Engagement Unit
<CorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot>

Cc: redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot >; Minister for Local Government Empowerment & Planning

<MinisterLGEP @gov.scot>; Minister for Housing <MinisterHousing@gov.scot>; Minister for
Community Wealth & Public Finance <MinisterCWPF@gov.scot redacted@gov.scot >; Permanent
Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot; redacted@gov.scot;
redacted@gov.scot; Communications DFM & Finance <CommunicationsDFMandFinance@gov.scot>;
redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;>; Director for Local Government and Housing
<DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot ;>; zzzDG Strategy and External Affairs <zzzDGSEA@gov.scot>;
redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Deputy
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for
Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot;
redacted@gov.scot;

Subject: RE: Levelling up Fund

Redacted

Draft reply from DFM to Mr Gove on his letter on the Levelling Up Fund Round 3
attached.

Redacted
Head of Regeneration, Architecture and Place Unit | Scottish Government
Redacted

www.gov.scot/policies/regeneration

From: redacted@gov.scot On Behalf Of First Minister

Sent: 21 November 2023 10:06

To: Public Engagement Unit <CorrespondenceUnit@gov.scot>

Cc: redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot >; Minister for Local Government Empowerment & Planning
<MlinisterLGEP@gov.scot>; Minister for Housing <MinisterHousing@gov.scot>; Minister for
Community Wealth & Public Finance <MinisterCWPF@gov.scot redacted@gov.scot >; Permanent
Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot; redacted@gov.scot;
redacted@gov.scot; Communications DFM & Finance <CommunicationsDFMandFinance@gov.scot>;
redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;>; Director for Local Government and Housing
<DirectorForLocalGovernmentandHousing@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot ;>; zzzDG Strategy and External Affairs <zzzDGSEA@gov.scot>;
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redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ;
redacted@gov.scot ; redacted@gov.scot ; DG Communities <DGCommunities@gov.scot>; Deputy
First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance <DFMCSF@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for
Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot;
redacted@gov.scot;

Subject: Levelling up Fund

Please see attached letter to the FM from the Secretary of State for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities with regards to the Levelling Up Fund Round 3. Grateful if
a response can be drafted for the relevant portfolio Minister please.

Thanks

Redacted

Office of the First Minister

Scottish Government

5TH floor/St Andrews House/Regent Road
Edinburgh EH1 3DG

Redacted

The First Minister’s box closes at 2pm, Monday to Friday. Further details,
including preferences, can be found here.

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official
on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a
Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the
recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the
terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See www.lobbying.scot
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Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance }'4 Scottish Government
Shona Robison MSP . Riaghaltas na h-Alba

F/T: 0300 244 4000
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP

Secretary of State for Levelling up, Housing &
Communities

Minister for Intergovernmental Relations

2 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DF

Xx November 2023

LEVELLING UP FUND: ROUND 3 ALLOCATIONS

Dear Michael

Thank you for your letter of 20 November providing details of the third round of the Levelling
Up Fund. The First Minister has asked me to reply.

The Scottish Government is unapologetic about supporting those in greatest need and we
are committed to drive equality of opportunity for the people of Scotland and our businesses.
While we welcome and encourage investment in Scotland’s communities and support the
ethos of targeting funding at the places most in need across Scotland to reduce geographical
disparities, we do not support the UK Government’s approach to delivering the Levelling Up
agenda in Scotland.

The Scottish Government, working closely with local government, businesses and
communities has built a strong policy landscape to support a wellbeing economy and
community led and town centre regeneration. | note that your letter indicates that your
approach has drawn on feedback from parliamentarians and local government, it is therefore
disappointing that once again you did not consult Scottish Government Ministers or officials,
COSLA or Scottish Councils individually or as Regional Economic Partnerships on how the
third round of Levelling Up funding could add real value to our shared ambition for a Fairer
Scotland.

It is also disappointing and against the grain of partnership working between our
Governments that no formal Ministerial engagement has taken place ahead of the Autumn
Statement to discuss this.

| assume that you plan to use the Financial Assistance power under Section 50 of the UK
Internal Market Act to allocate the Levelling Up funding to Scottish Councils. As you know,
we are strongly against using the UK Internal Market Act in this way. Bypassing devolved
decision making and overriding democratic processes for allocating funding in devolved
policy areas in Scotland risks incoherence, stakeholder confusion and inefficiency in public
spending.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are

covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

. INVESTORS IN PECIPLE" |BRdisobiity) _gw
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG We invest in people Silver B confident| Y ¥
www.gov.scot
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The Scottish Parliament did not consent to the Internal Market Act. The Act both undermines
the devolution settlement and inhibits effective scrutiny and democratic accountability. UK
Government funding should be provided to the Scottish Government via the Barnett Formula
in the normal manner.

We are committed to tackling disadvantage and inequality across communities in Scotland
and our funding programmes and regeneration initiatives are delivering impactful change
and developing positive relationships with organisations across the country. We are aware
of the confusion and disruption that the establishment of UKG funding programmes are
bringing to devolved areas but will work with the 7 Councils who will receive this funding to
maximise the impact of the investment to benefit people across Scotland.

Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Finance
Scottish Government

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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From: redacted@gov.scot

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 4:27 PM

To: redacted@gov.scot >; redacted@transport.gov.scot>; redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot>; redacted@transport.gov.scot>

Cc: redacted@transport.gov.scot >; redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot Subject:
RE: Reference: S60-02767 - Sharon Dowey

Hi all,

Lines on LUF3 that we’re using for briefing on wider levelling up items:

Note the announcement made regarding recipients of Levelling Up Round 3
today (21 Nov 2023).

UKG have taken a different approach (again) to this round, and have selected
highest scoring projects from Round 2 that did not receive funding. Culture bids
have been discounted after an English project absorbed majority budget
allocated to that theme. Subsequently Scottish projects are related to
regeneration and transport infrastructure. Projects are:

Local Authority Project Title Investment
Dumfries and Galloway Dumfries and Galloway £13,752,000
Transport Bid
Dumfries and Galloway* Three Rivers Active Tourism | £22,809,416

(with Scottish Borders and Project

South Lanarkshire)

Glasgow City Drumchapel Town Centre £14,979,646
Regeneration

Moray Elgin City Centre £18,291,000
Masterplan: Levelling Up
Moray

North Ayrshire* (with South | Levelling Up For Ayrshire: £37,456,821

Ayrshire) Commercial and Low
Carbon Infrastructure

South Lanarkshire National Business District: £14,637,600
Shawfield - Remediation
and Development

The total sum is just over £122 million, which is higher that the share anticipated
of £97 million.

Ministers will wish to be live to the fact that many local authorities are likely to be
frustrated at the change in approach. Some may have been developing bids for
some time, expecting an opportunity to submit, and will now find that possibility
closed to them. Likewise, some local authorities may have decided not to bid for



mailto:redacted@transport.gov.scot

Round 2 on the expectation of bidding in Round 3, and now find themselves at a
disadvantage.

e Furthermore, although these are the highest scoring “losers” from Round 2, it
may be the case that the projects are no undeliverable given the shortened
timescale to deliver, and as such these local authorities may be given the
opportunity to undertake a change request, entailing an advantage over all other
local authorities who have missed out on bidding with potentially better developed
proposals. Two of the of the projects are likely to require match funding from SG
regeneration capital budgets and, as the budget won’t be agreed by Parliament
until February, they may not be able to secure the LUF funding.

Redacted

3rd Floor | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU
Redacted

From: redacted@transport.gov.scot >

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 4:15 PM

To: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot; redacted@gov.scot>

Cc: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot >
Subject: RE: Reference: S60-02767 - Sharon Dowey

So — despite us asking regularly for info — UKG have set up a round 3 process which
is working with authorities to develop applications which were submitted under round
2 — and did not inform us.

Redacted will come back with some general lines and we will follow up with DfT

Redacted
TSStrategyCoordination@transport.gov.scot

From: redacted@transport.gov.scot

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 4:12 PM

To: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@gov.scot

Cc: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot >
Subject: RE: Reference: S60-02767 - Sharon Dowey

Just found this on UKG site:

Levelling Up Fund Round 3: explanatory and methodology note on the decision-making process -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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redacted

TSStrategyCoordination@transport.gov.scot

From: redacted@transport.gov.scot >

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 4:11 PM

To: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@gov.scot

Cc: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot >
Subject: RE: Reference: S60-02767 - Sharon Dowey

Redacted — | read it as Minister has heard its coming from LUF3.

redacted — thanks for sighting me on some things in relation to UKG budget last
week.... Are we in a position to say more to our Minister for Transport on potential
transport funding going to D&G?

Redacted

From: redacted@transport.gov.scot >

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 3:58 PM

To: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot >

Cc: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot >
Subject: RE: Reference: S60-02767 - Sharon Dowey

Redacted

| don’t think there were any LUF projects in the area in the last (second) round.
There were 10 Scottish projects which were awarded funding and six of them had
some transport related aspects, many of which were active travel.

Greenock central — Inverclyde council — (A78)

Fair Isle Ferry

Cultural Kilmarnock

Green Transport Hub & Spokes — Dundee

River Leven Regeneration — Fife

Stirling Forthside Redevelopment

And in the first round there were
o Falkirk Westfield Roundabout (Transport Infrastructure Improvement Project)
e North Ayrshire - Infrastructure Improvements on B714 (Transport
Infrastructure Improvement Project)
¢ Renfrewshire - AMIDS South (Travel Links Improvement Project)
le nothing in the A77 area except possibly the North Ayrshire project
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However there is the UK promised funding of the A75 — redacted will have lines on
this

redacted
TSStrategyCoordination@transport.gov.scot

Transport Scotland, the national transport agency
Comhdhail Alba, buidheann naiseanta na comhdhail

From: redacted@transport.gov.scot >

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 3:22 PM

To: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot

Cc redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot Subject:
RE: Reference: S60-02767 - Sharon Dowey

redacted — my team doesn’t cover LUF/UK relations.
redacted — can you advise if this is something you can cover/advise the Minister on?
redacted

From: redacted@transport.gov.scot >

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 3:04 PM

To: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot >

Cc redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot Subject: FW: Reference: S60-02767 -
Sharon Dowey

Redacted

We have received further request from Private Office regarding the PQ S60-02767.
redacted advised this would be for yourself.

Grateful if you can send over the relevant text to me please once cleared by
SPADS.

Redacted

From: redacted@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Transport

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 2:53 PM

To: Minister for Transport <MinisterFT@gov.scot>; redacted@transport.gov.scot >

Cc: redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot
redacted@transport.gov.scot Chief Executive Transport Scotland <ceo@transport.gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Reference: S60-02767 - Sharon Dowey

Redacted

In addition to the below, Ms Hyslop notes there are 2 Dumfries and Galloway
projects announced by the UK Governments latest Levelling Up Fund and that this is


mailto:TSStrategyCoordination@transport.gov.scot
mailto:MinisterFT@gov.scot
mailto:ceo@transport.gov.scot

likely to come up in Portfolio Questions on Thursday. She understands one might
involve Annan harbour and the other might be related to buses, and thinks it is some
kind of metro plan.

Ms Hyslop would be grateful for some information on these projects along with lines
to take which she can use during PQs.

redacted

Deputy Private Secretary to Minister for Transport

MinisterFT@gov.scot

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, EDINBURGH EH1 3DG

From redacted@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Transport

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 12:45 PM

To: redacted@transport.gov.scot >; Minister for Transport <MinisterFT@gov.scot>

Cc redacted@transport.gov.scot redacted@transport.gov.scot Subject: RE: Reference: S60-02767 -
Sharon Dowey

redacted
Many thanks for updating this and sending through to us.
Please see below supplementary we have received for this question:

Sharon Dowey S60-02767
3. To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to reduce accidents and improve
overall safety on the A77.

supp: Can the minister outline what improvements the Scottish Government expects its
investment in the Maybole bypass to have?

Grateful if a draft answer in accordance with Ms Hyslop’s preferences Fiona Hyslop -
Minister for Transport (sharepoint.com) and cleared by SpAds could be with PO by 12pm
tomorrow.

redacted

Deputy Private Secretary to Minister for Transport

MinisterFT@gov.scot

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, EDINBURGH EH1 3DG

From: redacted@transport.gov.scot >

Sent: Tuesday, November 21, 2023 11:58 AM

To: Minister for Transport <MinisterFT@gov.scot>; redacted@gov.scot
Cc: redacted@transport.gov.scot

Subject: Reference: S60-02767 - Sharon Dowey

Hi redacted | have now sent the PQ back to Private office via the PQ tracker so you
should be able to pick it up from there now.


mailto:MinisterFT@gov.scot
mailto:MinisterFT@gov.scot
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Im also attaching a copy of same herewith and | have highlighted in yellow (on this
copy only), the additional text/ information we have added for ease of reading. Itis
under points 11 and 12 of background note.

Let me know if you need anything else.

Redacted

A PQ, reference S60-02767 has been forwarded to you Due in MPO: 21/11/2023

Due in Parliament: 23/11/2023

Question: To ask the Scottish Government what steps it is taking to reduce accidents and
improve overall safety on the A77.

MSP: Sharon Dowey
Party: Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party
Constituency: South Scotland



From: I

Sent: 22 November 2023 09:49

To:

Cc:

Subject: RE: LUPS question

Attachments: Briefing - Pre-Budget Meeting Cab Sec and Felicity Buchan - 22 November
2023.doc

Please see updated briefing ahead of Mr Gray’s call with Felicity Buchan at 11:15

3rd Floor | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU

From:
Sent: Monday, November 20, 2023 11:16 AM
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; ||| | EGczN

Cc:

Subject: RE: LUPS question

PO,

Please see attached briefing ahead of Mr Gray’s call with Minister Young this afternoon, as
requested.

Please note official support will be provided by | G

— Regional Economic Policy Unit | Scottish Government
3rd Floor | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU

From:_ On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work &

Energy
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2023 5:16 PM

>; Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy




<CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: LUPS question

Hi All,

Cab Sec is meeting with Minister Young on 16:30 — 16:45 on Monday — | will share the calendar
hold with officials.

Grateful if some light touch briefing can be with PO by 11:00 on Monday with confirmation of who
will provide official support.

Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and
Energy — Neil Gray MSP

The Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records
of such e-mails or attachments.

From:
Sent: Friday, November 17, 2023 9:44 AM
To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>; ||| G

Cc:
Subject: RE: LUPS question

From:_> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work &

Energy

Sent: Friday, November 17, 2023 9:40 AM

ro: Y - bt
Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>

Cc:

>

Subject: RE: LUPS question

Thanks for your help with picking this up.

| will share with Cab Sec to re-confirm the 4 areas, in terms of engagement from UKG Private
Offices, we haven’t heard anything regarding a meeting and to be notified on Friday that they’d be
seeking a call on Monday is going to prove extremely challenging as Cab Sec is on constituency
on Monday.

Grateful if officials can nudge their counterparts to see if we can get any movement to ensure this
can take place.
2



Deputy Private Secretary to Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and
Energy — Neil Gray MSP

The Scottish Government

St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a
Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial
meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private Offices do not keep official records
of such e-mails or attachments.

rrom: I

Sent: Friday, November 17, 2023 7:26 AM
To:
Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>

cc: I

Subject: RE: LUPS question

Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work &

I Can confirm those are the 4 places selected for

LUPs.

DLUCH officials have been working to respond to our asks for clarity over a meeting; it seems to
have been a moving target for them. During the last call with them yesterday, it was expected that
Minister Young would seek to have a call with Mr Gray on Monday, though this is TBC.

PO - has Minister Young’s PO been in touch at all?
Worth noting DLUCH officials have stated that SoS will be at the British Irish Council on Thursday
next week and is having a bilateral meeting with FM where issues can also be picked up, though |

am not sighted on this as yet and have no further details.

Officials are preparing a briefing that covers relevant announcements regarding Levelling Up in
the Autumn Statement, and will liaise with DLUCH and PO to agree agenda.

We are also preparing a SCANCE as requested on these matters.

Regional Economic Policy Unit | Scottish Government
3rd Floor | 5 Atlantic Quay | 150 Broomielaw | Glasgow | G2 8LU

From:
Sent: Thursday, November 16, 2023 9:19 PM



To: Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work & Energy <CabSecWEFWE@gov.scot>

cc

Subject: LUPS question

PO,

After the dinner tonight Cab Sec was asking me if | could recall what the 4 places were that
would be selected if the methodology and considerations are agreed, I've double checked the

submission (attached) para 22 sets out:

“Taken together with the results of the methodology set out in Annex A, the places selected to
host a Levelling Up Partnership would be the Western Isles, Argyll & Bute, Scottish

Borders and Dundee City. “

Il pick up with |JJil)j in the morning regarding whether we have any more information about a
ministerial call (between Mr Gray and Mr Gove).

_ — Deputy Director — Directorate for Economic Development

DG Economy - Scottish Government

If you receive an email from me late in the evening, early in the morning or at the weekend, please do not feel that
you need to reply immediately. Working flexibly suits me but | don’t expect others to respond outside of their normal

office hours.



Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy — Neil Gray
meeting Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (Levelling Up) — Jacob Young MP

What A meeting to discuss matters arising under the Levelling Up Agenda that are
relevant to Autumn Statement. This is likely to be on:
- I
I
I
|
e Levelling Up Round 3. (LUF3)
- I
This will be an opportunity to [
A
I
I rote places receiving LUF3.
A
I
I
.
]
Where
When Tuesday 20 November, 16:30 — 16:45
Key - I
message(s) I
I
I
]
...
i
I
.|
|
Who Felicity Buchan MP Parliamentary Under Secretary of State in the Department
for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities since 30 October 2022.
.
|
Why e Pre-Autumn Statement call to agree LUPs and discuss relevant
announcements
Supporting | I
official ]
Briefing Annex A: Discussion points
contents Annex B: Background Note
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Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy — Neil Gray
meeting Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (Levelling Up) — Jacob Young MP

DISCUSSION POINTS ANNEX A

Ke
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Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy — Neil Gray
meeting Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (Levelling Up) — Jacob Young MP

Annex B
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Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy — Neil Gray
meeting Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (Levelling Up) — Jacob Young MP

Levelling Up Round 3

¢ Note the announcement made regarding recipients of Levelling Up Round 3 yesterday (21 Nov
2023), with an exchange of letters between DFM and Mr Gove.

e UKG have taken a different approach (again) to this round, and have selected highest scoring
projects from Round 2 that did not receive funding. Culture bids have been discounted after an
English project absorbed majority budget allocated to that theme. Subsequently Scottish
projects are related to regeneration and transport infrastructure. Projects are:

Local Authority Project Title Investment
Dumfries and Galloway Dumfries and Galloway £13,752,000
Transport Bid
Dumfries and Galloway* Three Rivers Active £22,809,416

(with Scottish Borders and | Tourism Project
South Lanarkshire)

Glasgow City Drumchapel Town Centre | £14,979,646
Regeneration
Moray Elgin City Centre £18,291,000
Masterplan: Levelling Up
Moray
North Ayrshire* (with South | Levelling Up For Ayrshire: | £37,456,821
Ayrshire) Commercial and Low
Carbon Infrastructure
South Lanarkshire National Business District: | £14,637,600

Shawfield - Remediation
and Development

e The total sum is just over £122 million, which is higher that the share anticipated of £97 million.

e Ministers will wish to be live to the fact that many local authorities are likely to be frustrated at
the change in approach. Some may have been developing bids for some time, expecting an
opportunity to submit, and will now find that possibility closed to them. Likewise, some local
authorities may have decided not to bid for Round 2 on the expectation of bidding in Round 3,
and now find themselves at a disadvantage.

Page 4 of §



Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work and Energy — Neil Gray
meeting Parliamentary Under Secretary of State (Levelling Up) — Jacob Young MP

e Furthermore, although these are the highest scoring “losers” from Round 2, it may be the case
that the projects are no undeliverable given the shortened timescale to deliver, and as such
these local authorities may be given the opportunity to undertake a change request, entailing
an advantage over all other local authorities who have missed out on bidding with potentially
better developed proposals. Two of the of the projects are likely to require match funding from
SG regeneration capital budgets and, as the budget won’t be agreed by Parliament until
February, they may not be able to secure the LUF funding.

Page 5 of §



and Energy

Runaire a’ Chaibineit airson Eaconamaidh do Mhath A
Dhaoine, Obair Chothromach is Cumhachd

Neil Gray MSP

Niall Gray BPA

Cabinet Secretary for Wellbeing Economy, Fair Work Iv' ‘ Scottish Government

gov.scot

T: 0300 244 4000

Rt Hon Michael Gove MP

Secretary of State for Levelling up, Housing &
Communities

Minister for Intergovernmental Relations

2 Marsham Street

24 November 2023

Dear Michael

Thank you for your various letters of 16, 20, 21, and 23 November providing details of;
extensions to the Green Freeport and Investment Zones programmes; the Investment
Opportunity Fund; Levelling Up Round 3; Levelling Up Partnerships, and; Long-Term Plan
for Towns. | am responding in a single letter on behalf of Scottish Ministers, and copying to
the First Minister, the Deputy First Minister, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Jeremy
Hunt, MP.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG INVESTORS IN PECIPLE" BBty %
We invest in people Silver LEADER -y
WWWw.gov.scot


http://www.lobbying.scot/

With regards to Round 3 of the Levelling Up Fund, | note that your letter of 20 November
indicated that your approach has drawn on feedback from parliamentarians and local
government. It is therefore disappointing that you did not consult Scottish Government
Ministers and officials or COSLA on how the third round of Levelling Up funding could add
real value to our shared ambition for a Fairer Scotland, or complement existing activity
across Scotland. This is particularly important given that the 6 projects being funded are
largely within the devolved policies of transport and regeneration, and will require
coordination with Scottish Government and Transport Scotland in order to deliver.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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NEIL GRAY

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are
covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG INVESTORS IN PECIPLE" BBty %
We invest in people Silver LEADER -y
WWWw.gov.scot


http://www.lobbying.scot/

	FOI - 001
	FOI - 002
	FOI - 003
	FOI - 004
	FOI - 005
	FOI - 006
	FOI - 007
	FOI - 008
	FOI - 009



