


accommodation into longer term options. Since November 2022, the number of
Ukrainians living in temporary accommodation has decreased by more than 60%,
and this trend is continuing.”
 
‘Gateway to Scotland’ wind farm rejected
Issue
GMS reports a wind farm situated at what’s been described as ‘a gateway to
Scotland’ has been refused. Community Windpower wanted to build 45 turbines
along the A7 corridor in Dumfries and Galloway and the Borders. The final
decision on the Faw Side project lay with the Scottish Government following a
public inquiry. It has now ruled the scheme should not go ahead due to ‘significant
landscape and visual impact’.
 
 
Lines
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:
“Bold action is required to tackle the climate emergency. Over the last decade,
Scotland has more than doubled our renewable electricity generation, which is
helping drive our just transition to net zero.
 
“The Scottish Government’s Fourth National Planning Framework makes clear our
support for all forms of renewable, low-carbon and zero emission technologies.
 
“However, all decisions for wind farms and other forms of renewables must be
considered carefully in the context of negative impacts and whether or not, on
balance, they are acceptable.
 
“We are also clear that increasing renewable energy must benefit people across
Scotland as part of a just transition to net zero. Community benefits from
renewable energy developments have an important role to play in delivering
lasting benefits across local and regional economies.”
 
 
 
Supermarkets fear resurrecting health levy may harm staff
 
Issue
Various media report retailers may have to pay a new tax if they sell alcohol and
tobacco. The Scottish Government is looking into bringing back its public health
supplement to business rates, which was scrapped back in 2015. The tax,
introduced in 2012, was paid by large retailers whose rateable value was over
£300,000 and sold alcohol and tobacco. It raised more than £95m before being
scrapped three years later.
 
Lines
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:
 
“This announcement in the Scottish Budget signalled Ministers’ intention to
explore the reintroduction of a Public Health Supplement.
 
“Representatives from the retail sector and other relevant stakeholders will be



consulted as part of that exploratory work.
 
“The Scottish Government is committed to ensuring that engagement with the
New Deal for Business Non-Domestic Rates sub-group continues to explore how
the non-domestic rates system can best support business growth, investment and
competitiveness, while acknowledging the important role income from non-
domestic rates plays in funding public services.”
 
 
'The Promise' to children in care is at risk of being broken
 
Issue
Various media report former first minister Nicola Sturgeon has warned her flagship
policy to help care-experienced children and young people is at risk of being
broken unless action is taken. She said there was an "implementation gap", but
stressed Scotland had "the opportunity over a few years to really close that". Ms
Sturgeon instituted "The Promise" during her time in office, which seeks to deliver
"transformational change" in the care system by 2030.
 
Lines
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“The Scottish Government is committed to Keeping The Promise, by ensuring that
all care experienced children and young people grow up safe, loved and
respected.

“Clear progress is being made across a range of areas to benefit care experienced
young people across communities throughout Scotland .It is the responsibility of
all who work across the care system to ensure we Keep the Promise and ,inisters
are working closely with key stakeholders such as The Promise Scotland, Who
Cares? Scotland and COSLA to ensure we can deliver on these aims.

“The Scottish Government is delivering on a range of aspects of The Promise
including ongoing work to implement changes to the children’s hearings system,
£6 million being invested in the first Bairns’ Hoose Pathfinders, and funding for the
new Scottish Recommended Allowance for foster and kinship carers.”
 
 
 
 
Yousaf courts tycoon Souter
 
Issue
The Telegraph reports the First Minister has been trying to woo bus tycoon Sir
Brian Souter after donations to the SNP dried up in the wake of the police
investigation into the party's finances. Sir Brian, co-founder of the Stagecoach
transport empire, handed more than £2.5 million to the party when Alex Salmond
was first minister between 2007 and 2014. His donations halted when Nicola
Sturgeon replaced Mr Salmond.
 
Lines



A Scottish Government spokesperson said:
 
“Ministers routinely engage with a wide range of business leaders as a normal part
of government. Calling upon their expertise is vital to development of policy,
understanding business needs and how to effectively grow our economy.
 
“The First Minister has been clear since taking office that resetting the relationship
between government and business is a priority, which is why the Scottish
Government is taking forward the New Deal for Business Group Implementation
Plan as part of delivering a wellbeing economy with sustainability and fairness at
its heart that allows business, and in turn society, to thrive.
 
“Details about Ministerial engagements are proactively published online.”
 
 
Don't use any loopholes to bring your XL bullies here
 
Issue
The Daily Mail reports dog owners 'should not use any loopholes' to rehome
American XL bullies in Scotland after they were banned in England and Wales, a
minister has said. The UK Government recently passed legislation making it illegal
to breed, sell or walk the animals without a lead and muzzle. But the same
restrictions are yet to be introduced in Scotland, leading many to bring the dogs
north of the Border.
 
Lines
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:
 
“Any change to the rules on XL Bully dogs must be evidenced-based and we are
carefully considering the evidence so we can make the right decision for Scotland,
with public safety paramount.
 
“Scotland already has a strict dog control notice regime applying to any type of
dog, which is unique in the UK and focussed on preventing dog attacks from
happening in the first place. In addition, licences are required for those who,
subject to certain criteria, breed dogs, operate animal rescue centres or are
involved in rehoming animals.
 
“The UK Government controls on XL Bully dogs in England and Wales occurred
without any notice to the Scottish Government  and Ministers expect the UK
Government to act responsibly and ensure there is no impact on Scotland of this
decision to impose this decision without notice.
 
Background
 
Scotland has a system of dog control notices which are used to ensure
responsible dog ownership by all dog owners, including XL Bully owners.
Conditions can include muzzling and a dog being on a lead when in public.
 
The UK Government announced on 31 October that XL Bully dogs have been
added to the list of ‘banned’ dogs in England and Wales. Despite the name



‘banned breed’, owners can keep their dogs if they adhere to certain conditions
and 4,000 applications had been received as at 18 December 2023.
 
The Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (Scotland)
Regulations 2021 are, with one exception, enforced by local authorities. Scottish
Ministers have responsibility for the licensing of rehoming activities undertaken by
people who do not reside or have premises in Scotland linked to their rehoming
activities.
 
 
 
Polmont YOI Fatal Accident Inquiry
 
Issue
Lawyer Aamer Anwar is criticising the life Crown immunity on prison officers giving
evidence as the FAI into the deaths of Katie Allan and William Lindsay in HMP
YOI Polmont goes underway.
 
 
Lines
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:
“Our thoughts are with every family who has been bereaved by suicide in prisons.
 
“Fatal Accident Inquiries are a matter for the independent Crown Office and
Procurator Fiscal Service. We cannot comment on these cases with the
approaching Fatal Accident Inquiry and we will carefully consider the outcome.”
Background
The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974, which provides for immunity for the
Crown, is reserved UK Government legislation.
 
 
Calls for establishment of Storm Gerrit fund for people in Fife
 
Issue
Willie Rennie MSP is calling on Ms McAllan to make the same support available to
those affected by Storm Gerrit in Fife as was funded for those in Angus due to
Storm Babet.
 
Lines
A Scottish Government spokesperson said: “Storm Babet was a highly unusual
weather event with severe impacts. Given the exceptional nature of Storm Babet,
we concluded that additional support was required to support households and
businesses most affected within local authority areas issued with almost
unprecedented Met Office red warnings for rain.
“This is on top of the £42 million that the Scottish Government provides annually to
local authorities to fulfil their obligations in respect of flood risk management - and
an additional £150 million to supplement this funding over the course of this
Parliament.
“Eligible people can also apply to their local authority for crisis grants from the
Scottish Government funded Scottish Welfare Fund.”
 




