
MEETING BETWEEN SECRETARY OF STATE RANIL JAYAWARDENA MP AND 
CABINET SECRETARY MAIRI GOUGEON MSP 
 
17 October 2022, SIAL, Paris 
 
A brief introductory meeting took place between the Secretary of State and Cabinet 
Secretary during the SIAL trade show in Paris. Due to diary constraints, it lasted <10 
minutes. 
 
Present:  
 
Mairi Gougeon MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs & Islands 
George Burgess, Director of Agriculture & Rural Economy, Scottish Government 
(redacted text) Deputy Private Secretary, Scottish Government 
 
Ranil Jayawardena MP, Secretary of State, Defra 
[Various Defra and UKG officials – no introductions given time constraints] 
 
Discussion: 
 
Introductions. Good to meet, albeit briefly. Keen to work together. 
 
MG: concerns about work on REUL. 
RJ: Not reducing environmental standards, but improve process. Example given of 
abattoirs, where seek to maintain outcome and animal welfare, but look at process. 
Look to retain and improve REUL. 
 
MG: query about allocation of responsibilities in Defra 
RJ: not locked down Ministerial portfolios. Mark Spencer Minister for Food, also 
leading on fisheries negotiations. Scott Mann Minister for growth and exports. Keen 
to delegate from Secretary of State to Ministers. 
 
MG: SG keen to have discussion on Extended Producer Responsibility. 
 
RJ: Keen to celebrate success. 
 
 



03. 
 
 
From: (redacted text)  
Sent: 14 October 2022 17:45 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands <CabSecRAI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Director of Agriculture and Rural Economy <DirectorARE@gov.scot>; Deputy Director of Food & 
Drink <DeputyDirectorofFood&Drink@gov.scot>; (redacted text) Communications Net Zero & Rural 
Affairs <CommunicationsNetZeroandRuralAffairs@gov.scot>; (redacted text) 
Subject: RE: Draft Briefing - Mairi Gougeon - Paris Visit - October 2022 
 

(redacted text) 
 
Thanks for letting me know the Secretary of State meeting has been confirmed for 
12;00 in Hall 6.  I’ve attached a slightly revised briefing pack above with amended 
schedule and briefing reordered accordingly. 
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk:8443/documents/A40932071/details 
 
Thanks 
(redacted text) 
 
(REDACTED TEXT) | Policy Manager| Food & Drink Industry Growth Team | Scottish Government | 

Blackberry: (redacted text) | E: (redacted text) 

 
From: (redacted text) On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands 
Sent: 14 October 2022 14:28 
To: (redacted text) 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands <CabSecRAI@gov.scot>; Director of Agriculture 
and Rural Economy <DirectorARE@gov.scot>; Deputy Director of Food & Drink 
<DeputyDirectorofFood&Drink@gov.scot>; (redacted text) Communications Net Zero & Rural Affairs 
<CommunicationsNetZero&RuralAffairs@gov.scot>; (redacted text) 
Subject: RE: Draft Briefing - Mairi Gougeon - Paris Visit - October 2022 
 

Copying (redacted text) and comms. 

(redacted text) 
Private Secretary 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands 
2N.08 
St Andrews House 
⧫ ⧫⧫ 

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on 
behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, request or comment made by a Minister, or a 
note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private Offices 
do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  
 
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of 
the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 

 



From: (redacted text)  
Sent: 14 October 2022 14:12 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands <CabSecRAI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Director of Agriculture and Rural Economy <DirectorARE@gov.scot>; Deputy Director of Food & 
Drink <DeputyDirectorofFood&Drink@gov.scot>; (redacted text) 
Subject: RE: Draft Briefing - Mairi Gougeon - Paris Visit - October 2022 
 

Hi (redacted text) 
 
Please see updated “final” briefing pack above.  I know you need to print this off 
asap. Huge thanks to (redacted text) in Paris for their input and advice, and to 
(redacted text) for all Red Meat/QMS materials. Speaking note also reattached for 
ease. ERDM link to the briefing pack only, for copy list recipients if needed: 
https://erdm.scotland.gov.uk:8443/documents/A40932071/details 
 
As discussed there is still a TBC around any potential meeting with the Secretary of 
State. UKG will advise you if that is possible and we have included some briefing in 
case that goes ahead. Give me a shout if you need anything else. 
 
Bon voyage! 
(redacted text) 
 
(REDACTED TEXT) | Policy Manager| Food & Drink Industry Growth Team | Scottish Government | 

Blackberry: (redacted text) 

 
 

 
From(redacted text)  
Sent: 12 October 2022 17:15 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands <CabSecRAI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Director of Agriculture and Rural Economy <DirectorARE@gov.scot>; Deputy Director of Food & 
Drink <DeputyDirectorofFood&Drink@gov.scot>; (redacted text) 
Subject: Draft Briefing - Mairi Gougeon - Paris Visit - October 2022 
 

Hi (redacted text) 
 
As discussed, please see a draft version of the briefing as things stand for Ms 
Gougeon’s visit to Paris. There are obviously a number of TBC’s marked in yellow 
and further info to be added – we will update over the next 48 hours and send up a 
final pack ASAP once things become clear and info becomes available.  
 
Also attached separately is a speaking note for the QMS lunch on the Monday ( 
thanks to (redacted text), cc’d, for this). 
 
Let us know if you need any more info just now. 
 
Thanks 
(redacted text) 
 
EWAN SCOTT | Policy Manager| Food & Drink Industry Growth Team | Scottish Government | Blackberry: 

(redacted text) 



 

 
 
 
 
 

04 (contains 07). 
 
 

 
From: Director of Agriculture and Rural Economy <DirectorARE@gov.scot>  
Sent: 01 November 2022 08:47 
To(redacted text)>; Director of Agriculture and Rural Economy <DirectorARE@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: SIAL overseeaa visit  
 

 
 
(redacted text) 

 
From: (redacted text)> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands 
Sent: 31 October 2022 10:31 
To: (redacted text) 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands <CabSecRAI@gov.scot>; Director of Agriculture 
and Rural Economy <DirectorARE@gov.scot>; Deputy Director of Food & Drink 
<DeputyDirectorofFood&Drink@gov.scot>; (redacted text) 
Subject: RE: SIAL overseeaa visit  
 
Hi (redacted text),  
 
Ms Gougeon has made some edits to the note (attached), cutting the section at the end about 
difficulties with the Embassy. She thinks we either need to give more detail to explain the issue or 
just not go into it at all in the note. She has also commented that the meeting with the French 
Government official needs to be mentioned. 
 
Many thanks,  
 
(redacted text) | Deputy Private Secretary 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands 
 
___________________________________________________________  
Room 2N.08 | St. Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
 
From: (redacted text)  
Sent: 27 October 2022 23:25 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands <CabSecRAI@gov.scot> 
Cc: Deputy Director of Food & Drink <DeputyDirectorofFood&Drink@gov.scot>; Director of 
Agriculture and Rural Economy <DirectorARE@gov.scot>; (redacted text) 
Subject: SIAL overseeaa visit  
 

Hi please find attached form re the SAIL visit.  



 
Thanks  
 
(redacted text)|Livestock Policy|B1-1 Saughton House, Broomhouse 
Drive,Edinburgh,EH11SXD|(redacted text) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CABINET SECRETARY FOR RURAL AFFAIRS AND ISLANDS 
Briefing for Visit to Paris 

1 

 

What (redacted text)  
The Cabinet Secretary may also have an opportunity to meet 
with UKG Secretary of State for Environment Food and Rural 
Affairs (TBC), (redacted text) 

Where (redacted text) 

When • (redacted text) 

Who • (redacted text) 

• UKG Secretary of State for Environment Food and Rural 
Affairs, Ranil Jayawardena (TBC) 

• (redacted text) 

Why (redacted text) The visit may allow the Cabinet Secretary the 
opportunity to have a short introductory meeting with UKG 
Secretary of State for Environment Food and Rural Affairs 
(TBC).  (redacted text) 

Supporting 
official  

George Burgess – Director for Agriculture and Rural Economy 
(redacted text) 
 
(redacted text) 

Briefing contents Annex A: (redacted text)Annex B: (redacted text)Annex C: 
(redacted text)Annex D: (redacted text) 
Annex E: Meeting with Secretary of State For Environment, 
Food And Rural Affairs (pages 7-9) 
Annex F: (redacted text)Annex G: (redacted text)Annex 
H(redacted text)Annex I: (redacted text)Annex J: (redacted 
text)Annex K: (redacted text)Annex L: (redacted text)Annex 
M: (redacted text)Annex N: (redacted text) 
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ANNEX A 
PROGRAMME 
 
(redacted text) 
 
(redacted text) 
 
12:00 to 12:10   Introductory meeting with Ranil Jayawardena MP,    
   Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs  
   (SIAL VIP Corner, Hall 6)  
 

(redacted text)ANNEX B 
(redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

 
 

ANNEX C 
(redacted text) 
 
Who: 
 

(redacted text)ANNEX  D 
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(redacted text) 
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ANNEX E 
 
MEETING WITH SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND 
RURAL AFFAIRS ( TBC) 

 
When: Monday 17 October, 12:00 – 12:10.  
 
Where: SIAL VIP corner, Hall 6 
 
Purpose: Opportunity for a short introductory meeting with the new Secretary of 
State. A copy of Ms Gougeon’s letter of 8 September 2022 to Mr. Jayawardena is 
attached below for reference. 
 
Contact: (redacted text)  Private Secretary to the Secretary of State (redacted text) 
 
 

Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs  
- The Rt Hon Ranil Jayawardena MP 
Ranil was appointed Secretary of State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs on 6 September 2022. Previously he was 
Minister for International Trade from May 2020 to September 
2022. He was elected as the Conservative MP for North East 
Hampshire in 2015. Ranil went to his local comprehensive school 
in north east Hampshire and studied government at the London 
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). Ranil entered Parliament 
representing his home constituency in 2015, and was re-elected in 2017 and 2019. 
Before serving as a minister, he was a member of the International Trade, Home 
Affairs, Procedure and Arms Export Controls Committees, and had been appointed 
by the Speaker of the House of Commons to the Chairmens’ Panel. 
He was also made Deputy Chairman of the Conservative Party by the Prime 
Minister. Prior to his election to Parliament, he was a councillor, serving as deputy 
leader of the Borough of Basingstoke and Deane. 
Ranil combined his service in local government with working for Lloyds Banking 
Group plc and is a freeman of the City of London. He also has wide ranging 
commercial experience from the pharmaceutical, construction, transport and leisure 
sectors. Ranil is married with a son and 2 daughters. 
 
Specific responsibilities include: 

• oversight of trade mandates and post-transition delivery and policy 
programme, 

• international relations 

• emergencies 

• overall Departmental administration 

• senior appointments 
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Recent letter from Cabinet Secretary RAI to Secretary of State EFRA 
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 ANNEX F(redacted text) 

(REDACTED TEXT) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted text)ANNEX G 
(redacted text)ANNEX H(redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted text) 
(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted text) 
(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 
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(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted text) (REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted text) 
(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted text) 
(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted 
text) 

(redacted text)ANNEX I 
(redacted text)ANNEX J 

(redacted text)ANNEX K(redacted text)ANNEX L(redacted text)ANNEX M 
(redacted text)ANNEX N 

(REDACTED TEXT) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(REDACTED 
TEXT) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(REDACTED 
TEXT) 

(redacted 
text)  

(redacted 
text) (redacted text) 

(REDACTED 
TEXT) 

(redacted 
text)  

(redacted text) 
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FROM: CABINET SECRETARY FOR RURAL AFFAIRS AND ISLANDS 
 
TO:  First Minister 
 Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External Affairs 
 
SIAL – Paris FoodTrade Show - 16 – 18 October 2022 
Brief Overview 
I visited Paris from the 16 October – 18 October, to attend the SIAL Trade show.  
SIAL Paris is the world’s largest international food trade show with around 7000 
exhibitors from 119 countries in attendance. My attendance at the event gave the 
opportunity to show support to the Scottish meat exporters who were at SIAL as 
part of the Quality Meat Scotland stand and delegation, as well as meeting other 
Scottish businesses attending SIAL.  In addition, this allowed an opportunity for a 
very short introductory meeting with Ranil Jayawardena MP, who was at the time 
the new Defra Secretary of State. 
 
(redacted text) 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands 
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