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Dear Cabinet Secretary  
 
Marine Renewables – Offshore Wind 
 
The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) represents around 450 fishing vessels in membership of its 
constituent associations, the Anglo Scottish Fishermen’s Association, Fife Fishermen’s Association, Fishing 
Vessel Agents and Owners Association, Mallaig & North West Fishermen’s Association, Orkney Fisheries 
Association, Scottish Pelagic Fishermen’s Association, the Scottish White Fish Producer’s Association and 
Shetland Fishermen’s Association. Vessels within membership fish across all fleet sectors – demersal, 
pelagic and shellfish – and range from small inshore vessels to large trawlers fishing offshore.   
 
You will be aware that SFF and our members are concerned about the impact that the planned expansion 
of offshore wind developments in Scottish waters will have on our industry. We fully recognise the 
importance of transitioning to a lower carbon energy system for the future but are concerned that doing so 
through the proposed scale of offshore developments will compromise Scotland’s ability to produce low 
carbon food from sustainable and renewable resources.  
 
Our members were pleased when the fishing industry’s input was taken into account in developing the 
Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind, but subsequently shocked to see the outcome of the ScotWind 
leasing round. This leasing round, apparently plan-led, resulted in option agreements for 20 sites with 
potential generating capacity far in excess of that set out in the Sectoral Plan.  
 
Crown Estate Scotland will currently be assessing the applications for leases under the INTOG leasing round 
that closed for applications last month. There is currently only an initial plan framework for INTOG, and the 
full plan is being developed alongside the Iterative Plan Review for Offshore Wind. We understand the final 
plan for INTOG won’t be ready before the end of 2023, so it seems illogical to reach option agreements 
through a leasing round when the full plan to guide that leasing round is not yet agreed or in place.  
Furthermore, having an Iterative Plan Review for Offshore Wind is retrofitting a plan that was previously 
considered to be the right one but is now deemed inadequate, to make it fit the outcomes of the ScotWind 
leasing round. This is also illogical and undermines our industry’s confidence in government’s ability to plan 
effectively and to listen to the views of all stakeholders. It appears to us that the process has been turned 
on its head - developing the plans to suit the projects rather than the projects being developed to comply 
with the plans.  
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We are aware that Scottish Government is in the early stages of developing a new Marine Plan for Scotland, 
and we have been engaged in discussions with officials. As this new plan will not be in place until 2025, we 
ask that the general planning principles in Scotland’s existing National Marine Plan, particularly Social 
Benefit, Co-existence, Fairness, Engagement, Sound Evidence and Cumulative Impacts, are applied and 
adhered to until the new Plan is in place.  
  
Furthermore, SFF requests that Crown Estate Scotland should not reach option agreements on INTOG until 
the final INTOG Plan is in place, when Ministers have agreed and adopted it. Making decisions of such 
magnitude with the resultant impacts on other users of the sea, should not be based on what is currently 
only an initial plan framework. This would seem to be the logical and correct process to follow, rather than 
projects being agreed before the Plan has been finalised.  
 
SFF is due to meet with you on 17th January, when we look forward to discussing these and other relevant 
matters.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 

Elspeth Macdonald  
CEO, Scottish Fishermen’s Federation 
 


