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Màiri McAllan MSP 
Minister for Environment and Land Reform 
The Scottish Government   1 December 2022 
St Andrew's House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh EH1 3DG 
 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
Invitation to launch of wellbeing economy research 
 
I write to invite you to be our guest speaker at the launch of our unique research report, The 
Contribution of Scotland's rural estates to building a wellbeing economy.  
 
Undertaken with our partners at BiGGAR Economics Ltd., our research shows the significant role 
estates play in delivering benefits for all in Scotland. Our research, using metrics from Scotland’s 
National Performance Framework, shows that our members have contributed £88.6 million every year 
to Scotland’s economic capital base through their own and joint venture investment, £25.5 million a 
year to Scotland’s human capital stock through education initiatives and apprenticeships, and £1.2 
million a year to local and community projects. The wider benefits to health and social wellbeing, and 
indeed all four capital stocks in the NPF, are significant. As well as illustrating the current benefits, the 
report also recommends good practice guidance for estates to expand their offering in the future, to 
the benefit of all in Scotland. 
  
The First Minister has stated that “the objective of economic policy should be collective wellbeing – 
how happy and healthy a population is, not just how wealthy a population is” (2019). We agree, and 
Scottish Land & Estates is the first organisation we know of to carry out such extensive, in-depth 
research into the role our sector plays in building a wellbeing economy. We intend to use this work as 
a foundation for future development and to help further embed good practice for landowners and 
managers across Scotland. 
 
Our members – the diverse and multiform businesses of rural Scotland – are part of the solution to 
many of the challenges facing Scotland this century. We want to continue to be partners of the 
Scottish Government in terms of delivering on objectives relating to wellbeing, finance, carbon, 
biodiversity and more. Your support for our sector is key as we develop and innovate, and we wish to 
go much further in all of these metrics. I am sure you will agree that our wellbeing economy research 
is an example of our deep and genuine willingness to look beyond the old ways of doing things, to the 
benefit of all, and we hope you will welcome it. 
 
We intend for the launch of our report to take place in January 2023 at the MacDonald Holyrood 
Hotel, Holyrood Road, Edinburgh. The date and time of the event are yet to be decided and will 
depend largely on your availability, if you are willing to attend as guest speaker. We could host the 
event on a Tuesday or Wednesday morning, for example, if that suits your parliamentary and 
government commitments. We will be flexible in accommodating your availability.  
 
We are delighted to enclose a copy of the final report, in confidence, in advance of the launch. We 
hope you will be able to accept our invitation to be guest speaker at this launch and we look forward  
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to hearing from your officials in due course. I would be grateful if they could please liaise with our 
Press & Public Affairs Manager, Simon Ritchie, at simon.ritchie@scottishlandandestates.co.uk.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Sarah-Jane Laing 
Chief Executive 
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