
From: Independent Schools  
Sent: 01 July 2020 11:58 
To: Lord Advocate <LordAdvocate@gov.scot> 
Cc: SGLD School Education <SGLDSE@gov.scot> 
Subject: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review into the Closure of the New 
School Butterstone 
 
Dear Lord Advocate, 
 
Please find attached a strictly embargoed copy of the Report on the Independent 
Review into the closure of the New School Butterstone. The report will be published 
on the Scottish Government’s website tomorrow, 2 July at 12 noon. Please note that 
this is being shared with you in the strictest confidence under the following terms: 

1. The publication date is strictly confidential and sharing this date with other persons 
is forbidden. 

2. Until it is published, the Report is to be treated as strictly confidential.  

3. Communication of its contents, or commenting on it, to other persons is forbidden 
until the Report is published.  

4. The purpose of providing pre-release access in advance of publication is to 
provide you with some time to consider the report’s contents before publication. The 
Report will be sent to all of the relevant bodies set out in the Review’s Terms of 
Reference. Other organisations that will receive the Report the day before 
publication will be the Witherslack Group, Police Scotland, and the former Heads of 
School and Head of Care.  

We would like to thank you again for your contribution to the Independent Review. 
We hope that you will agree that this is a comprehensive report. The Scottish 
Government will reflect carefully on the recommendations. 

We hope that you will agree that this is a comprehensive report. The Scottish 
Government will reflect carefully on the recommendations. 

Yours faithfully, 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
 
  



From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
BCC: 'john.edward@scis.org.uk'; [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]’; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@yahoo.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@yahoo.co.uk'; 
‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@yahoo.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com'; 
‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@msn.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; 
‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@msn.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@mac.com'; 
‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.co.uk'; 
‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@yahoo.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@ymail.com; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@blueyonder.co.uk; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com; '[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@googlemail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@aol.com'; 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@cosla.gov.uk'; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]; '[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; 'Katie.Kearney@gtcs.org.uk'; 'Maria.Galli@cypcs.org.uk'; ‘‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@glasgow.gov.uk'; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@spso.gov.scot>; '[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
@btinternet.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]; [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@yahoo.com'; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; 'john.edward@scis.org.uk'; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com' 
Sent: 01 July 2020 12:00 
Subject: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review into the Closure of the New 
School Butterstone 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Please find attached a strictly embargoed copy of the Report on the Independent 
Review into the closure of the New School Butterstone. The report will be published 
on the Scottish Government’s website tomorrow, 2 July at 12 noon. Please note that 
this is being shared with you in the strictest confidence under the following terms 
(as set out also in our email of 25 June): 

1. The publication date is strictly confidential and sharing this date with other persons 
is forbidden. 

2. Until it is published, the Report is to be treated as strictly confidential.  

3. Communication of its contents, or commenting on it, to other persons is forbidden 
until the Report is published.  

4. The purpose of providing pre-release access in advance of publication is to 
provide you with some time to consider the report’s contents before publication. The 
Report will be sent to all of the relevant bodies set out in the Review’s Terms of 
Reference. Other organisations that will receive the Report the day before 
publication will be the Witherslack Group, Police Scotland, and the former Heads of 
School and Head of Care.  



We would like to thank you again for your contribution to the Independent Review. 
We hope that you will agree that this is a comprehensive report. The Scottish 
Government will reflect carefully on the recommendations. 

We hope that you will agree that this is a comprehensive report. The Scottish 
Government will reflect carefully on the recommendations. 

Yours faithfully, 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
  



 
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
 
BCC: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@educationscotland.gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
@angus.gov.uk'; [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
@educationscotland.gov.scot>; 'JPepper@pkc.gov.uk'; 
'Jackie.Stevenson@moray.gov.uk'; McManus J (Janie) 
<Janie.McManus@educationscotland.gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
@dundeecity.gov.uk'; 'joanna.shirriffs@moray.gov.uk'; [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
@brodies.com'; 'Kenneth.McClure@careinspectorate.gov.scot'; [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
@aberdeenshire.gov.uk'; [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 @educationscotland.gsi.gov.uk>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
@dundeecity.gov.uk'; 'Nicky.Grant@highland.gov.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@East-
Ayrshire.gov.uk'; 'Peter.Macleod@careinspectorate.gov.scot'; '[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
@pkc.gov.uk'; 'SDevlin@pkc.gov.uk'; 'Andrew@cubie-edinburgh.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@scotland.pnn.police.uk'; ‘‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@witherslackgroup.co.uk' 
Sent: 01 July 2020 12:00 
Subject: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review into 
the Closure of the New School Butterstone 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Please find attached a strictly embargoed copy of the Report on the Independent 
Review into the closure of the New School Butterstone. The report will be published 
on the Scottish Government’s website tomorrow, 2 July at 12 noon. Please note that 
this is being shared with you in the strictest confidence under the following terms 
(as set out also in our email of 25 June): 

1. The publication date is strictly confidential and sharing this date with other persons 
is forbidden. 

2. Until it is published, the Report is to be treated as strictly confidential.  

3. Communication of its contents, or commenting on it, to other persons is forbidden 
until the Report is published.  

4. The purpose of providing pre-release access in advance of publication is to 
provide you with some time to consider the report’s contents before publication. The 
Report will be sent to all of the relevant bodies set out in the Review’s Terms of 
Reference. Other organisations that will receive the Report the day before 
publication will be the Witherslack Group, Police Scotland, and the former Heads of 
School and Head of Care.  

We would like to thank you again for your contribution to the Independent Review. 
We hope that you will agree that this is a comprehensive report. The Scottish 
Government will reflect carefully on the recommendations. 

We hope that you will agree that this is a comprehensive report. The Scottish 
Government will reflect carefully on the recommendations. 



Yours faithfully, 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
  



 
 
From: Independent Schools  
Sent: 01 July 2020 12:00 
Cc: ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com' ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com>; 
‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@me.com' <[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@me.com>; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(a)]@btinternet.com' <[Redacted s38(1)(a)]@btinternet.com>; '[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com' <[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com> 
Subject: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review into 
the Closure of the New School Butterstone 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Please find attached a strictly embargoed copy of the Report on the Independent 
Review into the closure of the New School Butterstone. The report will be published 
on the Scottish Government’s website tomorrow, 2 July at 12 noon. Please note that 
this is being shared with you in the strictest confidence under the following terms 
(as set out also in our email of 30 June, and which you confirmed you accepted): 

1. The publication date is strictly confidential and sharing this date with other persons 
is forbidden. 

2. Until it is published, the Report is to be treated as strictly confidential.  

3. Communication of its contents, or commenting on it, to other persons is forbidden 
until the Report is published.  

4. The purpose of providing pre-release access in advance of publication is to 
provide you with some time to consider the report’s contents before publication. The 
Report will be sent to all of the relevant bodies set out in the Review’s Terms of 
Reference. Other organisations that will receive the Report the day before 
publication will be the Witherslack Group, Police Scotland, and the former Heads of 
School and Head of Care.  

We would like to thank you again for your contribution to the Independent Review. 
We hope that you will agree that this is a comprehensive report. The Scottish 
Government will reflect carefully on the recommendations. 

Due to the current pandemic we are all working from home, however if you would 
like to discuss the content of this report with someone, please let us know by 
emailing us on this email address, and we can arrange for a call back. 

Yours faithfully, 

[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 



Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
 



 
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf of [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 
Sent: 01 July 2020 15:00 
To: McManus J (Janie) <Janie.McManus@educationscotland.gov.scot>; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@educationscotland.gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: FOR SPAD CLEARANCE: Butterstone release and tweet 
Importance: High 
 
Draft news release and tweet to see, still being cleared. 

[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 

[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 

Learning Directorate | Scottish Government | Victoria Quay | Edinburgh | EH6 6QQ   

Tel.  [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Email: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot 

 
TWEET:  
 
The Independent Review into the New School Butterstone has been published.  
 
The Review makes a number of recommendations for Boards of independent 
schools and for public bodies involved in the closure of the school 
 
Find out more here -> LINK TO NEWS RELEASE 
 
IMAGE: DFM QUOTE IMAGE: 
 
“We will work closely with all the relevant public bodies to reflect carefully on these 
recommendations and enhance future practice.” 
 
---------------------------------- 
 

New School Butterstone 
Independent Review published. 
 
An Independent Review into the closure of a residential school for children with 
additional support needs has been published. 

The New School Butterstone in Dunkeld, Perthshire closed in November 2018. The 
Independent Review considered the procedures followed by the school’s Board and 
a range of public bodies in advance of the decision to close. 

James Martin CBE was appointed to carry out the Independent Review by Deputy 
First Minister John Swinney. The Review makes a number of recommendations for 



the public bodies involved, including HM Inspectors of Education, the Care 
Inspectorate, the Registrar of Independent Schools and Perth and Kinross Council, 
and the Boards of independent schools.  

The recommendations include: 

 guidance should be produced for independent schools, parents and carers on 
the roles and responsibilities of the Care Inspectorate, HM Inspectors of 
Education, local authorities and the Registrar of independent schools 

 guidance should be produced on the level of scrutiny and accountability 
expected and applied from Boards of independent schools of those reporting 
directly to them  

 where the closure of schools similar to New School Butterstone occurs, boards should 
ensure sufficient notice is given to enable relevant bodies and organisations to plan 
for the best outcome for the associated young people, carers, parents and local 
authorities 

 

Mr Swinney said: 

“The school’s abrupt closure was deeply regrettable and had a significant impact on 
pupils, families and staff.  
 
“The Review finds that child protection policies at the school were not enforced, the 
Board’s understanding of their role was insufficient and that concerns around 
safeguarding were not properly investigated, which was compounded by poor 
working relationships. 
 
“There are a number of recommendations for the public bodies involved which I 
would urge those organisations to reflect upon. These include the production of new 
guidance for independent schools and parents, as well as the importance of Boards 
giving families and pupils sufficient notice when a school has to unavoidably close. 
 
“We will work closely with all the relevant public bodies to consider carefully how to 
implement these actions and enhance future practice. I hope this report provides 
important and helpful clarity to all those affected by the closure of the New School 
Butterstone.” 
 
Mr Martin said: 
 
“Thank you to the organisations, parents, carers and former pupils for their time in 
pulling together evidence, and also for our meetings and conversations.  
 
“By assessing the facts of what took place, and how situations and processes were 
handled, I am confident that this collective approach has been effective in bringing 
together a full picture of the events leading up to the School’s closure. It is clear that 



the School, which had been in a difficult financial position for some time, closed 
because in the view of the Board the Charitable Trust should be wound up. 

“My findings call for more clarity on the roles, responsibilities and processes of the 
regulatory bodies, that can be understood more clearly in an autonomous 
independent School setting. I also encourage those involved to review their actions 
in light of my findings, and reflect on their own lessons learned.” 

Background 
 
The New School Butterstone was a small independent special school in Perthshire 
which closed at short notice in November 2018. The closure had a significant impact 
on the pupils, their families, and staff at the school.   
 
In November 2019, the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education 
and Skills announced that James Martin CBE would undertake an independent 
review into the procedures and circumstances that led to the closure. The Review 
was established as a ‘lessons learnt’ independent review into the circumstances and 
procedures around the closure. 
 
The full independent review can be read here: 
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839608483 
 
 
 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)]  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | [Redacted s38(1)(b)]| Out of hours media enquiries: 0300 244 
4000 
 
 



From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Skills 
Sent: 02 July 2020 08:25 
To: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and 
Skills <DFMCSE@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications DFM & Education 
<CommunicationsDFM&Education@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Children and Young People 
<MinisterCYP@gov.scot>; Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and Science 
<MinisterFEHES@gov.scot>; DG Education, Communities & Justice <DGECJ@gov.scot>; Drought A 
(Andrew) <Andrew.Drought@gov.scot>; McKay D (Denise) <Denise.McKay@gov.scot>; SGLD School 
Education <SGLDSE@gov.scot>; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)] [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Mental Health <MinisterMH@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary 
<PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG Education, Communities & Justice <DGECJ@gov.scot>; 
Director of Learning <DirectorofLearning@gov.scot>; Drought A (Andrew) 
<Andrew.Drought@gov.scot>; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; McKay D (Denise) 
<Denise.McKay@gov.scot>; SGLD School Education <SGLDSE@gov.scot>; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; First Minister Covid Briefing Unit 
<FMcovidbriefingunit@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FOR DFM CLEARANCE: Butterstone news release and tweet 
 
Morning [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
Thanks for this. DFM is content with the news release but does not want a tweet to 
be issued.  
 
Many thanks 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
📱[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 01 July 2020 16:22 
To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education and Skills <DFMCSE@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Communications DFM & Education 
<CommunicationsDFM&Education@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Children and Young People 
<MinisterCYP@gov.scot>; Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and Science 
<MinisterFEHES@gov.scot>; DG Education, Communities & Justice <DGECJ@gov.scot>; Drought A 
(Andrew) <Andrew.Drought@gov.scot>; McKay D (Denise) <Denise.McKay@gov.scot>; SGLD School 
Education <SGLDSE@gov.scot>; ‘McAllister C (Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot>; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; Minister for Mental Health 
<MinisterMH@gov.scot>; Permanent Secretary <PermanentSecretary@gov.scot>; DG Education, 
Communities & Justice <DGECJ@gov.scot>; Director of Learning <DirectorofLearning@gov.scot>; 
Drought A (Andrew) <Andrew.Drought@gov.scot>; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; McKay D 
(Denise) <Denise.McKay@gov.scot>; SGLD School Education <SGLDSE@gov.scot>; ‘McAllister C 
(Colin) <Colin.McAllister@gov.scot; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; First Minister Covid Briefing 
Unit <FMcovidbriefingunit@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOR DFM CLEARANCE: Butterstone news release and tweet 



 
DFM/PO, 
 
The review into the New School Butterstone will be published online at 12 noon 
tomorrow, and the news release will be issued shortly thereafter. 
 
Please find below a draft news release and tweet for DFM’s clearance. 
 
Please note that both have been cleared by Policy and Colin. 
 
Thank you 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
-------------------------- 
 

New School Butterstone 
Independent Review published. 
 
An Independent Review into the closure of a residential school for children with 
additional support needs has been published. 

The New School Butterstone in Dunkeld, Perthshire closed in November 2018. The 
Independent Review by James Martin CBE, appointed by the Scottish Government, 
considered the procedures followed by the school’s Board and a range of public 
bodies in advance of the decision to close. 

The Review makes a number of recommendations for the public bodies involved, 
including HM Inspectors of Education, the Care Inspectorate, the Registrar of 
Independent Schools and Perth and Kinross Council, and the Boards of independent 
schools.  

The recommendations include: 

 guidance should be produced for independent schools, parents and carers on 
the roles and responsibilities of the Care Inspectorate, HM Inspectors of 
Education, local authorities and the Registrar of independent schools 

 guidance should be produced encouraging Boards of independent schools to 
consider the level of scrutiny expected and accountability applied to those 
reporting directly to them  

 where the closure of schools similar to New School Butterstone occurs, boards should 
ensure sufficient notice is given to enable relevant bodies and organisations to plan 
for the best outcome for the associated young people, carers, parents and local 
authorities 

 



Mr Swinney said: 

“The school’s abrupt closure was deeply regrettable and had a significant impact on 
pupils, families and staff.  
 
“The Review finds that child protection policies at the school were not enforced, the 
Board’s understanding of their role was insufficient and that concerns around 
safeguarding were not properly investigated, which was compounded by poor 
working relationships. 
 
“There are a number of recommendations for the public bodies involved which I 
would urge those organisations to reflect upon. These include the production of new 
guidance for independent schools and parents, as well as the importance of Boards 
giving families and pupils sufficient notice when a school has to unavoidably close. 
 
“We will work closely with all the relevant public bodies to consider carefully how to 
implement these actions and enhance future practice. I hope this report provides 
important and helpful clarity to all those affected by the closure of the New School 
Butterstone.” 
 
Mr Martin said: 
 
“Thank you to the organisations, parents, carers and former pupils for their time in 
pulling together evidence, and also for our meetings and conversations.  
 
“By assessing the facts of what took place, and how situations and processes were 
handled, I am confident that this collective approach has been effective in bringing 
together a full picture of the events leading up to the School’s closure. It is clear that 
the School, which had been in a difficult financial position for some time, closed 
because in the view of the Board the Charitable Trust should be wound up. 

“My findings call for more clarity on the roles, responsibilities and processes of the 
regulatory bodies, that can be understood more clearly in an autonomous 
independent School setting. I also encourage those involved to review their actions 
in light of my findings, and reflect on their own lessons learned.” 

Background 
 
The New School Butterstone was a small independent special school in Perthshire 
which closed at short notice in November 2018. The closure had a significant impact 
on the pupils, their families, and staff at the school.   
 
In November 2019, the Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Education 
and Skills announced that James Martin CBE would undertake an independent 
review into the procedures and circumstances that led to the closure. The Review 
was established as a ‘lessons learnt’ independent review into the circumstances and 
procedures around the closure. 
 
The full independent review can be read here: 
https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781839608483 



 
 
----------------------------- 
Draft tweet as follows: 
 
The Independent Review into the New School Butterstone has been published.  
 
The Review makes a number of recommendations for Boards of independent 
schools and for public bodies involved in the closure of the school 
 
Find out more here -> LINK TO NEWS RELEASE 
 
IMAGE: DFM QUOTE IMAGE: 
 
“We will work closely with all the relevant public bodies to reflect carefully on these 
recommendations and enhance future practice.” 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)]| Senior Media Manager 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot | [Redacted s38(1)(b)]| Out of hours media enquiries: 0300 244 
4000 
 
 







EMAIL 1 (a) 
 
From: Independent Schools  
BCC: '[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com'; '[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@me.com'; 
‘[Redacted s38(1)(a)]@btinternet.com'; '[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com' 
Sent: 30 June 2020 08:57 
Subject: Publication of the Independent Review into the closure of the New School 
Butterstone 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
You recently contributed to the Independent Review into the closure of The New 
School Butterstone. The review has now completed and the Scottish Government is 
preparing to publish the report in full. We wanted to hereby provide you with some 
advance notice and set out our plans for publication. We are planning to publish the 
report on 2 July at 12 noon. We will, subject to the following embargo, provide you 
with an advance copy of the report on 1 July, to enable you to consider the contents 
before they are made public. 
 
We are letting you know this in the strictest confidence under embargo, the terms 
of which are as follows: 

1. The publication date is strictly confidential and sharing this date with other persons 
is forbidden. 

2. Until it is published, the Report is to be treated as strictly confidential.  

3. Communication of its contents, or commenting on it, to other persons is forbidden 
until the Report is published.  

4. The purpose of providing pre-release access in advance of publication is to 
provide you with some time to consider the report’s contents before publication. The 
Report will be sent to all of the relevant bodies set out in the Review’s Terms of 
Reference. Other organisations that will receive the Report the day before 
publication will be the Witherslack Group, Police Scotland, and the former Heads of 
School and Head of Care.  

Please confirm that you accept the terms of this embargo by response to this 
email, and I will be in touch on 1 July to provide the Report.  
 
We would like to thank you for your contribution to the Independent Review. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 



Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
EMAIL 1 (b) 
 
 
From: Independent Schools 
BCC: 'john.edward@scis.org.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]’; '[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.co.uk'; '[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]’; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; 
‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@yahoo.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@yahoo.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@yahoo.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@msn.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@msn.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@mac.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@yahoo.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@ymail.com'; '[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@blueyonder.co.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@googlemail.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@aol.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]; 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot>; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@cosla.gov.uk'; 'ftp@hcpc-
uk.org'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; 'Katie.Kearney@gtcs.org.uk'; 
'Maria.Galli@cypcs.org.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@glasgow.gov.uk'; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)] <[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@spso.gov.scot>; '[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@btinternet.com'; '[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]’; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]’ ; '[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; '[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@yahoo.com'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'; 
'john.edward@scis.org.uk'; ‘[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@hotmail.com'; '[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com'  
Sent: 01 July 2020 12:00 
Subject: Publication of the Independent Review into the closure of the New School 
Butterstone 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
You recently contributed to the Independent Review into the closure of the New 
School Butterstone. The review has now completed and the Scottish Government is 
preparing to publish the report in full. We wanted to hereby provide you with some 
advance notice and set out our plans for publication. We are planning to publish the 
report on 2 July at 12 noon. We will, subject to the following embargo, provide you 
with an advance copy of the report at 9am on the day of publication 2 July, to enable 
you to consider the contents before they are made public. 
 



We are letting you know this in the strictest confidence under embargo, the terms 
of which are as follows: 

1. The publication date is strictly confidential and sharing this date with other persons 
is forbidden. 

2. Until it is published, the Report is to be treated as strictly confidential.  

3. Communication of its contents, or commenting on it, to other persons is forbidden 
until the Report is published.  

4. The purpose of providing pre-release access in advance of publication is to 
provide you with some time to consider the report’s contents before publication. The 
Report will be sent to all of the relevant bodies set out in the Review’s Terms of 
Reference. Other organisations that will receive the Report the day before 
publication will be the Witherslack Group, Police Scotland, and the former Heads of 
School and Head of Care.  

We would like to thank you for your contribution to the Independent Review. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
  



EMAIL 2  
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Independent Schools 
Sent: 01 July 2020 16:43 
To: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com> 
Subject: RE: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review 
into the Closure of the New School Butterstone 
 
Thank you for letting us know. We have asked our publisher to amend this. 
 
With thanks, 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com>  
Sent: 01 July 2020 15:42 
To: Independent Schools <IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review 
into the Closure of the New School Butterstone 
 
Dear [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
Although there is much to absorb in the review and I would prefer to comment on 
many points there is one factual piece of information that is inaccurate and it is 
important for this is brought to your attention. It states the the 2017 Care Inspection 
gradings were 2 ‘good’ and 2 ‘very goods’ they were in fact 1 ‘good’ (for the 
environment) and 3 ‘very goods’. 
 
Regards, 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 

On 1 Jul 2020, at 12:00, IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot wrote: 

  
Dear Sir/Madam, 
  
Please find attached a strictly embargoed copy of the Report on the Independent 
Review into the closure of the New School Butterstone. The report will be published 
on the Scottish Government’s website tomorrow, 2 July at 12 noon. Please note that 



this is being shared with you in the strictest confidence under the following terms 
(as set out also in our email of 30 June, and which you confirmed you accepted): 

1. The publication date is strictly confidential and sharing this date with other persons 
is forbidden. 

2. Until it is published, the Report is to be treated as strictly confidential.  

3. Communication of its contents, or commenting on it, to other persons is forbidden 
until the Report is published.  

4. The purpose of providing pre-release access in advance of publication is to 
provide you with some time to consider the report’s contents before publication. The 
Report will be sent to all of the relevant bodies set out in the Review’s Terms of 
Reference. Other organisations that will receive the Report the day before 
publication will be the Witherslack Group, Police Scotland, and the former Heads of 
School and Head of Care.  

We would like to thank you again for your contribution to the Independent Review. 
We hope that you will agree that this is a comprehensive report. The Scottish 
Government will reflect carefully on the recommendations. 

Due to the current pandemic we are all working from home, however if you would 
like to discuss the content of this report with someone, please let us know by 
emailing us on this email address, and we can arrange for a call back. 

Yours faithfully, 

[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
  
 
******************************************************************
****  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 
intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 
and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 
those of the Scottish Government. 



******************************************************************
**** 
  
<TNSB - Final Report - EMBARGOED COPY.pdf> 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com 
______________________________________________________________________ 
  



EMAIL 3 
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Independent Schools 
Sent: 02 July 2020 11:59 
To: [Redacted s38(1)(a)] 
Subject: RE: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review 
into the Closure of the New School Butterstone 
 
Dear [Redacted s38(1)(a)], 
 
Thank you for your email. The Review was conducted independently from 
Government and the conclusions and recommendations are the Reviewer’s own. We 
therefore do not hold the information you request. 
 
The review has now been completed and as per the terms of the New School 
Butterstone Review privacy policy (to which we refer you - 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/new-school-butterstone-review-privacy-notice/), 
data was kept securely, handled fairly and lawfully, in line with data protection 
legislation, and only shared with the Review team members. Now that the Review 
has been concluded, all of this material, electronic and hard copy, has now been 
destroyed appropriately and only the final Report has been retained. In addition, a 
duty of confidentiality remains in place for any member of the Review team in 
relation to information of a confidential nature. Now that the Review is concluded any 
FOISA or SAR requests should now be made to the Relevant Body.  
 
[Redacted s38(1)(a)] 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
 
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(a)]@btinternet.com <[Redacted s38(1)(a)]@btinternet.com>  
Sent: 02 July 2020 06:07 
To: Independent Schools <IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot> 
Cc: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@me.com; [Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com 
Subject: RE: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review 
into the Closure of the New School Butterstone 
 
Please explain why the legality of the enforcement action and threatened closure 
notice were not considered in the report. 



 
Each of the requirements in the enforcement action must be linked to, and evidenced 
by, “poor outcomes” for young people.  Please identify these. 
 
The closure notice must be justified by “serious risk to life, health and wellbeing”. 
Please identify the pupil or pupils who were known to be at “serious risk”. 
 
I would be grateful for a speedy response prior to publication. 
 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(a)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(a)] 
 
Tel - [Redacted s38(1)(a)] 
Mob - [Redacted s38(1)(a)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(a)]@btinternet.com 
[Redacted s38(1)(a)] 
 
 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot <[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> On Behalf 
Of IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot 
Sent: 01 July 2020 12:00 
Cc: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@me.com; [Redacted 
s38(1)(a)]@btinternet.com; [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com 
Subject: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review into 
the Closure of the New School Butterstone 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Please find attached a strictly embargoed copy of the Report on the Independent 
Review into the closure of the New School Butterstone. The report will be published 
on the Scottish Government’s website tomorrow, 2 July at 12 noon. Please note that 
this is being shared with you in the strictest confidence under the following terms 
(as set out also in our email of 30 June, and which you confirmed you accepted): 

1. The publication date is strictly confidential and sharing this date with other persons 
is forbidden. 

2. Until it is published, the Report is to be treated as strictly confidential.  

3. Communication of its contents, or commenting on it, to other persons is forbidden 
until the Report is published.  

4. The purpose of providing pre-release access in advance of publication is to 
provide you with some time to consider the report’s contents before publication. The 
Report will be sent to all of the relevant bodies set out in the Review’s Terms of 
Reference. Other organisations that will receive the Report the day before 
publication will be the Witherslack Group, Police Scotland, and the former Heads of 
School and Head of Care.  



We would like to thank you again for your contribution to the Independent Review. 
We hope that you will agree that this is a comprehensive report. The Scottish 
Government will reflect carefully on the recommendations. 

Due to the current pandemic we are all working from home, however if you would 
like to discuss the content of this report with someone, please let us know by 
emailing us on this email address, and we can arrange for a call back. 

Yours faithfully, 

[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
******************************************************************
****  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 
intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 
and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 
those of the Scottish Government. 
******************************************************************
**** 
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EMAIL 4 
 
 
 
From: Independent Schools  
Sent: 08 July 2020 16:55 
To: 'Maria Galli' <Maria.Galli@cypcs.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review 
into the Closure of the New School Butterstone 
 
Dear Maria, 
 
Thank you for your email and your questions regarding the Independent Review into 
the New School, Butterstone. 
 
As you are aware, James Martin has now finished his Review and submitted his 
Report to Scottish Ministers. Mr Martin has conducted an open and rigorous review, 
and engaged extensively with the relevant bodies mentioned in the original terms of 
reference, and also more widely with families and carers, seeking a broad range of 
evidence on which to base his conclusions. Mr Martin’s work is complete with the 
publication of his Report, and he does not intend to comment further on the issues 
therein.   
 
As set out in the final Report, information was gathered from parents, carers, pupils 
and former staff members and these were read in parallel with the information 
submitted by organisations. Over 900 individual pieces of correspondence, minutes, 
reports, videos and transcripts were reviewed and correlated. In addition to the 
public announcement made on 8 November 2019 that a Review had been 
commissioned, local authorities, at Mr Martin’s request, made as many parents, 
carers and former pupils as possible aware of the Review on his behalf. As a result, 
34 members of the School community contacted the Review directly to participate, or 
to give permission for previously recorded interviews to be shared. Furthermore, in 
April 2020, the Reviewer met with all parents, carers and pupils who had expressed 
an interest in meeting with Mr Martin within the timescales set out for the Review. 
 
I note the point you make about fact-checking of the Report. As set out at paragraph 
1.14 of the report, after taking legal advice, a draft copy of the Report was shared 
with the relevant bodies, Witherslack and Police Scotland in confidence on 27 May 
2020 to allow for fact-checking of the content. The purpose of providing the draft 
Report to organisations in this way, in advance of publication, was to assist in 
identifying and correcting any misprints, inadvertent errors of fact, or ambiguities of 
expression contained in the draft Report. It was not an opportunity for further 
submissions on the substance of the issues. All of this factual information sat within 
the remit of the relevant bodies, Witherslack and Police Scotland, and only factual 
corrections recommended were made. 
 
Ministers are grateful to Mr Martin for his Report, which provides important clarity for 
pupils and their families, and staff to help them to understand why the New School 
closed. It is now appropriate for all the relevant bodies to reflect on its 
recommendations. We would be happy to keep you informed about how the 



recommendations will be taken forward, and of course we would also be happy to 
discuss the report with you in more detail, or receive your views. Please let us know 
if you would like for us to arrange a (virtual) meeting. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
From: Maria Galli <Maria.Galli@cypcs.org.uk>  
Sent: 02 July 2020 09:59 
To: Independent Schools <IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot> 
Subject: Re: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review 
into the Closure of the New School Butterstone 
 
Dear [Redacted s38(1)(b)] and [Redacted s38(1)(b)], 
 
Thank you for your message and sight of the embargoed copy of the final Report 
due for publication today at 12 noon. Our office will consider the Report in further 
detail.  
 
As I indicated in recent correspondence, we had appreciated Mr Martin’s assurances 
that the views, human rights and best interests of the children would be central to 
and underpin the Review process. As reported to you, some of the children were 
therefore disappointed that they were not given the opportunity to meet with Mr 
Martin and participate more in the Review, from the outset, and for Mr Martin to have 
the opportunity to take account of the children’s views in explaining  his role and 
ultimate findings. 
 
I have not had the opportunity to engage, as yet, with the families and will do so over 
the next few days and revert to you and I would be grateful for the opportunity to 
have a follow-up meeting with Mr Martin to discuss the  human rights implications for 
the children and young people.  
 
In the meantime, I note that “The report was shared with the Relevant Bodies, in 
confidence, on 27 May 2020 to allow for fact-checking of the content. The final report 
was submitted to the Deputy First Minister on 10 June 2020.”  
 
I would therefore be grateful if you could confirm why the Report was not shared with 
the children and families for ‘fact-checking’ at that time?  
 
I look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible and thank you once again for 
your assistance.  
 



Yours sincerely, 
 
Maria 
 
 
 
                   
Maria Galli 
Legal Officer (Investigation & Strategic Litigation) 
 

 
Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland 
Bridgeside House 
99 McDonald Road 
Edinburgh 
EH7 4NS 
 
Tel: [Redacted s38(1)(b)] /  [Redacted s38(1)(b)]
  

Young Persons' Freephone: 0800 019 1179 
 
www.cypcs.org.uk 

      

    
  

                                                
Sign up to our Newsletter 

 
Due to the measures in place to prevent the spread of COVID-19, all staff at the office of the Children and Young 
People’s Commissioner Scotland are working remotely until further notice, with a review of this decision as more 
information becomes available. We are providing as full a service as possible and are utilising Microsoft Teams, 
Zoom and other technology for meetings. You can continue to contact me by email or on my mobile number. 
  
Our advice service is still operating on 0800 019 1179 and inbox@cypcs.org.uk. Please 
visit www.cypcs.org.uk for more information, including on our current work to promote and protect 
children’s human rights in Scotland during this global pandemic. 
 
Email confidentiality statement 
This email is private and confidential.  If you have received this email in error, please notify us and 
remove it from your system.  Any views expressed by the sender of this email are not necessarily 
those of Children & Young People’s Commissioner Scotland. 
  
Privacy notice 
Using and looking after your personal information 
If you contact us for advice or information, we will collect your personal information to allow us to get 
back in touch to provide you with an answer. 
Any personal information that we collect and hold onto is done so in line with the principles of the 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  You can find out more about how we look after your 
personal data in our privacy guide. 
Sharing your personal information 
We will normally only share your personal information with someone outside the Commissioner’s 
office if you give us permission to do this. 



However, if we are worried about your safety or someone else close to you, we might have to pass on 
your personal information without your permission.  Depending on the circumstances, this might 
involve us contacting your local social work office or the police. 
Accessing your personal information 
You have the right to request to see any of the information that we hold about you.  You can find out 
how to do this by e-mailing us, writing to us or phoning us.  If you find that any of the information we 
have is wrong, then please tell us.  

 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot <[Redacted s38(1)(b)]@gov.scot> on behalf 
of IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot <IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot> 
Sent: Thursday, July 2, 2020 9:05 am 
Subject: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL - EMBARGOED - Independent Review into 
the Closure of the New School Butterstone  
  
Dear Sir/Madam, 
  
Please find attached a strictly embargoed copy of the Report on the Independent 
Review into the closure of the New School Butterstone. The report will be published 
on the Scottish Government’s website tomorrow, 2 July at 12 noon. Please note that 
this is being shared with you in the strictest confidence under the following terms 
(as set out also in our email of 1 July): 
1. The publication date is strictly confidential and sharing this date with other persons 
is forbidden. 
2. Until it is published, the Report is to be treated as strictly confidential.  
3. Communication of its contents, or commenting on it, to other persons is forbidden 
until the Report is published.  
4. The purpose of providing pre-release access in advance of publication is to 
provide you with some time to consider the report’s contents before publication. The 
Report will be sent to all of the relevant bodies set out in the Review’s Terms of 
Reference. Other organisations that will receive the Report the day before 
publication will be the Witherslack Group, Police Scotland, and the former Heads of 
School and Head of Care.  
We would like to thank you again for your contribution to the Independent Review. 
We hope that you will agree that this is a comprehensive report. The Scottish 
Government will reflect carefully on the recommendations. 
Due to the current pandemic we are all working from home, however if you would 
like to discuss the content of this report with someone, please let us know by 
emailing us on this email address, and we can arrange for a call back. 
Yours faithfully, 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)]  
  
 
******************************************************************
****  
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 



solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 
intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 
and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 
those of the Scottish Government. 
******************************************************************
**** 
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EMAIL 5 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)] On Behalf Of Independent Schools 
Sent: 15 July 2020 17:20 
To: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com 
Subject: RE: Report response. [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
Dear [Redacted s38(1)(b)], 
 
Thank you for your email, and your questions regarding the Independent Review into 
the New School, Butterstone. As you are aware, James Martin has now finished his 
Review and submitted his Report to Scottish Ministers. Mr Martin’s work is complete 
with the publication of his Report, and he does not intend to comment further on the 
issues therein.  
 
Mr Martin conducted a comprehensive review, and engaged extensively with the 
relevant bodies mentioned in the original terms of reference, and also more widely 
with families and carers, seeking a broad range of evidence on which to base his 
conclusions. I understand that Mr Martin met with a wide range of parents, carers 
and pupils who had expressed an interest in meeting with him within the timescales 
set out for the Review, but that a meeting with your son could unfortunately not be 
arranged within the time set aside for this. 
 
The Scottish Government will now work closely with all the relevant public bodies to 
reflect carefully on these recommendations and enhance practice in the future. The 
Scottish Government will also consider whether there are any steps which could be 
taken to reduce the risk that an independent school should close at such short 
notice.   
 
I understand from your email that you are anticipating a response from a group of 
affected parents; could I check whether this is still the intention? Would you be 
happy for us to pick up on all of the points in your email and any wider points raised 
after this has been received? Of course we would also be happy to arrange a 
meeting with you and other affected parents. 
 
I hope this is helpful.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Independent Schools Policy 
Learning Directorate  
Scottish Government 
Email: IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot  
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 



-----Original Message----- 
From: [Redacted s38(1)(b)]@icloud.com>  
Sent: 02 July 2020 13:38 
To: Independent Schools <IndependentSchoolsMailbox@gov.scot>; ‘[Redacted 
s38(1)(b)]@gmail.com> 
Subject: Report response. [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
 
Dear Mr Martin, 
                              Having read your report this morning I wish to address a few 
points.  
1.I was not given a copy for fact checking on the 27 th. Surely in the interests of 
transparency all stakeholders had the right to this not just the selected few ?  This 
undermines the transparency and integrity of the whole process.  
2.  I am extremely concerned  that you lead with the suggestion  the parents 
engaged in a conspiracy theory with school managers . I'd like you to explain this 
further because I fee it sets a very worrying tone to the rest of the report. You are 
implying I am not able to safeguard my own child ! Believe me Mr Martin I am the 
only one who's safeguarded my child in the true spirit of GIRFEC during what has 
been a very turbulent physically and mentally challenging experience since p1 due to 
lack of appropriate support in education until he got to NSB.  I also fully understand 
the legislative basis for educational  intervention and support as well as  
safeguarding and child protection thresholds at home and in education and apply my 
judgment with critical analysis , common sense and respect for parents and children 
as well as professionals .   
3. You  appear,  despite legal consultation to have repeated the mistake of WS 
group in your discussions around child protection by quoting the 2014 Act and 
GIRFEC as the legal basis . The 2014 act is not the primary act for Child Protection 
but it is the one that gives the children rights under UNCRC. These rights were not 
respected and at no point do I see you acknowledge this which is bitterly 
disappointing. GIRFEC policy guidance also reiterated the need to keep childrenS 
needs and rights  central to the discussion and  again I don't see any representation 
of the kids views in this report which is worrying. I also question Witherslack's legal 
understanding of SCOTTISH child protection law as they appear to apply a lot of 
English legal principles in the report which are not applicable in the Scottish context. 
Furthermore,  as stated there are quite a few inaccuracies to the Witherslack report 
specifically around the child protection concerns you speak of and myself and other  
parents have tried to address these with Ws group but have been stonewalled.   
4. I specifically requested for my child a d others that you speak with Maria Galli from 
the childrens comissioner and I see no evidence of this having happened. Did it ?  
Same for the advocacy offered by [Redacted s38(1)(b)].  Did you take any notice of 
what was said ?  
5. I also refer to the fact the information is not covered by FOI . Again in the interests 
of transparency it should be and I will be taking this up with legal representation and 
another specific email as I am aware some of that info is inaccurate, raises false 
concerns around Cp specifically relates to my child.  You didn't ask me about it when 
we spoke at all .   
6. I'd like to call for a child friendly version to be printed of this as my son and his 
school friends deserve the opportunity to respond to this and have their views in the 
public domain. Would this be you who actions this ?  



  My sons offer to speak to you was declined by yourselves . Whilst  others felt due 
to covid 19 this wasn't possible and that their kids views had been represented by 
Maria and [Redacted s38(1)(b)].  For the avoidance of doubt [Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
was happy to talk to you and I was  happy for him to do so .  
  
All in all a very unbalanced report that contributes to the pain and frustration of the 
parents who know their children' rights were abused over the timeframe covered by 
the the review by some LA's who were actively trying to prevent the kids getting 
education they are entitled to initially via tribunals process and then making 
unsubstantiated complaints that were not supported by kids , parents and legislation 
and  professional values and ethics. Bearing in mind the tribunal and other local 
authorities  placed kids there over this period , I find it shocking they as a recognised 
public body  would do so if the school was as unsafe as you suggest.  
You have also not addressed or analysed concerns from all angles , merely 
reiterated  them with NO CRITICAL analysis or any acknowledgement of the wider 
context .  
I had hoped you would manage to champion the real victims here And be balanced 
but this was not to be.  Corporate club reigns supreme again and our children and 
families and school community are left to pick up the pieces.  
We continue to call for the truth and will not rest until this happens.  
This is my personal initial response however, there will be a collective response from 
the parent group in due course and perhaps a call for a direct meeting to go over the 
concerns raised by this report .   
 
Regards 
[Redacted s38(1)(b)] 
Sent from my iPhone 
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