ANNEX

REASONS FOR NOT PROVIDING INFORMATION

The Scottish Government does not have the information

Under the terms of the exception at regulation 10(4)(a) of the EIRs (information not
held), the Scottish Government is not required to provide information which it does
not have. In relation to all missing data for Camas Na Gaul and "any other site for
which data is omitted" from "Sea lice counts on wild sea trout”, this is all the data that
Marine Scotland Science possesses, and therefore it is all the data that can be
provided.

This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exception. We have
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exception.
While we recognise that there may be some public interest in information about
missing data for Camas Na Gaul and "any other site for which data is omitted" from
"Sea lice counts on wild sea trout”, clearly we cannot provide information which we
do not hold.

The Scottish Government does not have the information

Under the terms of the exception at regulation 10(4)(a) of the EIRs (information not
held), the Scottish Government is not required to provide information which it does
not have. In relation to publishing all relevant sea lice count data collected on wild
fish by west coast fishery trusts on behalf of Marine Scotland Science from 2020 and
2021, the Scottish Government does not have some of the information you have
requested because no data was collected in 2020 due to COVID-19. As noted in
your reply letter, | enclose a copy of the data for 2021.

This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’. Therefore, taking account of all
the circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing
the information outweighs the public interest in applying the exception. We have
found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of upholding the exception.
While we recognise that there may be some public interest in information about
making available all relevant sea lice count data collected on wild fish by west coast
fishery trusts on behalf of Marine Scotland Science from 2020 and 2021, clearly we
cannot provide information which we do not hold.



