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[redacted] 
[redacted]@sms.ed.ac.uk 
 

Our Reference: 202300364432 
 
24 July 2023 
 
Dear [redacted], 
 
Thank you for your correspondence dated 22 June 2023 which was addressed to the 
First Minister concerning industrial action at the University of Edinburgh. I have been 
asked to respond as I work in the area of government with responsibility for higher 
education matters. 
 
The Scottish Government recognises that many students are continuing to face an 
unsettling time regarding the ongoing industrial action and marking boycott. 
 
It is important to recognise that we have no locus to intervene directly in negotiations 
in the higher education sector on such matters as pay, terms and conditions. 
Negotiations are between employers, as autonomous institutions, and trade unions, 
with negotiations taking place at the UK level through the Joint Negotiating 
Committee for Higher Education Staff (JNCHES). 
 
The Minister for higher and further education; and Minister for veterans met with 
Universities Scotland on 20 June 2023 and he also met the University and College 
Union (UCU) on 14 June 2023, where pay negotiations and industrial action were 
raised. 
 
Although it is the right of Trade Unions to take such industrial action, we recognise 
that marking boycotts are impacting students. Therefore, the Scottish Government 
will encourage both the trade unions and employers to continue to negotiate and 
reach a timely conclusion to the negotiations, bringing an end to industrial action and 
enabling students to have their just reward for their hard work and ensuring they can 
progress in their learner and professional journeys. 
 
The Scottish Government expects universities to have appropriate mitigations in 
place to minimise any disruption to students resulting from the current industrial 
action. We also expect that institutions communicate with students in an appropriate 
manner. 
 
I hope that this response is helpful and assures you that while the Scottish 
Government is not party to the negotiations and nor does it have any direct influence 
in them, it will continue to encourage a swift resolution to the dispute. 
 
Yours sincerely 
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