








Correspondence 13 October 2021 
 
From: Media Team - Scottish Liberal Democrats <   
Sent: 13 October 2021 14:50 
To:  
Subject: Cole-Hamilton challenges Sturgeon to rip up Heathrow deal 
 

 

Scottish Liberal Democrats  
Contact:  
Embargo: Immediate 

Cole-Hamilton challenges Sturgeon to rip up Heathrow deal 

Scottish Liberal Democrat leader Alex Cole-Hamilton has today challenged First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon to tear up her Government's deal with Heathrow Airport, after 
her Ted talk and prior to her address to the Arctic Circle Assembly tomorrow. 

Alex Cole-Hamilton said: 

"In the run up to COP26 the Scottish Government has an opportunity to show the rest 
of the world the way forward but too often they can't even bring themselves to do the 
bare minimum. 

"Nicola Sturgeon can deliver all the slick conference speeches that she likes but if she 
is not prepared to take concrete steps to reduce Scotland's emissions then it is all for 
nothing. 

“The Scottish Government has admitted that our climate targets cannot be met if 
everyone flies as much as they used to. Yet the very same Scottish Government holds 
a contract with the single biggest polluter in the entire United Kingdom: Heathrow 
Airport.  

"We cannot afford 75,000 extra flights between Scotland and London by 2040. Nicola 
Sturgeon should rip up her government's contract in support of a third runway at 
Heathrow before COP26 lands in Glasgow, otherwise no other country will possibly 
take her seriously as a credible voice on climate change. 

"Last weekend I set out proposals for linking Air Passenger Duty to how far and how 
regularly people fly. All the SNP Government has changed in six years is the name, 
doing nothing for the climate emergency. It's time to make big changes." 

ENDS 

Please add media@scotlibdems.org.uk to your safe senders list to make sure you don't 
miss out on our press releases. 
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This email was sent to  because you're subscribed 
to our press releases, you can unsubscribe at any time. 

Sent using NationBuilder. Published and promoted by and on behalf of the Scottish Liberal 
Democrats, 4 Clifton Terrace, Edinburgh, EH12 5DR. 
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Cc: Pacitti F (Frances) <  Press Transport Scotland  
Subject: FW: Cole-Hamilton challenges Sturgeon to rip up Heathrow deal 
 
For info. Will give you a shout if we need lines (which we probably will) 
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FMQ Lines- Provided on 27th October 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Lines 
• The decision to allow Heathrow expansion was taken by the Westminster Government and 

Parliament. 
• We have been clear that when the expansion of Heathrow Airport – the UK’s only global 

hub airport - goes ahead then it should deliver benefits for all the nations of the UK.  
• This is why we remain committed to the Memorandum of Understanding with Heathrow 

Airport which has already delivered benefits including the reinstatement of the Inverness-
Heathrow link.  

• The MoU ensures that Scotland will benefit from this major infrastructure project which will 
bring significant job creation and investment opportunities to Scotland. 

• The aviation sector has suffered significantly as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  To 
assist our recovery it is essential that we rebuild our connectivity with the rest of the world 
for business and tourism.  That will rely on us having a strong mix of direct routes and good 
connectivity to global hubs like Heathrow, Amsterdam and Dubai.   

• In that context, it is essential that an expanded Heathrow provides good links from 
Inverness, Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Glasgow and we have stressed to the UK 
Government the importance of ensuring the whole of the UK benefits from this project. 
 

While we have no responsibility for expansion, we are not divorced from the 
environmental consequences as a leader in tackling climate change 
• We recognise that boosting economic growth by improving air connectivity may lead to an 

increase in aviation emissions. 
• The UK Government had said that it was confident expansion could be accommodated 

within its environmental responsibilities and the project would only happen if that was the 
case. 

 
We acknowledge that emissions from aviation cannot be ignored  
• Scotland has shown global leadership by being the first country to include international 

aviation and shipping emissions in its statutory climate targets. 
• Our ownership of Highlands and Islands Airports Ltd (HIAL) creates a unique opportunity 

for Scotland to lead the charge to zero emission aviation. 
• Earlier this year a hybrid-electric aircraft flew from Wick to Kirkwall airport, as part of the 

Sustainable Aviation Test Environment (SATE) project which HIAL is jointly leading on. 
• This flight demonstrates the potential for this new type of aircraft to be used on Scottish 

routes and is an important first step towards achieving our commitment to work to 
decarbonise scheduled flights within Scotland by 2040. 

 

ISSUE: On the 6 September 2021, the UK wrote to organisations which 
had formally requested the UK Government to review the Airports 
National Policy Statement setting out why this was not the right time to 
do so. The decision not to review the Airports National Policy Statement 
is being seen as removing one of the barriers to Heathrow expansion.  
Campaigners against the development were hoping that the review of  
the policy statement would lead to the UK Government changing its 
position on the need for airport expansion.  
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Here’s our Heathrow FMQ note in eRDM - Heathrow FMQ _8_09_2021 (A34580471) – just let me know if any 
issues accessing this.  
 
Regards 
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• The decision to allow Heathrow expansion was taken by the Westminster Government and 

Parliament. 
• We have been clear that when the expansion of Heathrow Airport – the UK’s only global 

hub airport - goes ahead then it should deliver benefits for all the nations of the UK.  
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• Earlier this year a hybrid-electric aircraft flew from Wick to Kirkwall airport, as part of the 
Sustainable Aviation Test Environment (SATE) project which HIAL is jointly leading on. 

• This flight demonstrates the potential for this new type of aircraft to be used on Scottish 
routes and is an important first step towards achieving our commitment to work to 
decarbonise scheduled flights within Scotland by 2040. 
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ISSUE: On the 6 September 2021, the Department of Transport wrote to organisations which had formally requested 
the UK Government to review the Airports National Policy Statement setting out why this was not the right time to do 
so. The decision not to review the Airports National Policy Statement is being seen as removing one of the barriers 
to Heathrow expansion.  Campaigners against the development were hoping that the review of  the policy statement 
would lead to the UK Government changing its position on the need for airport expansion.  
 
• We have been clear that when the expansion of Heathrow Airport – the UK’s only global hub airport - goes ahead 

then it should deliver benefits for all the nations of the UK. 
 

• This is why we remain committed to the Memorandum of Understanding with Heathrow Airport which has 
already delivered benefits including the reinstatement of the Inverness-Heathrow link. 
 

• The MoU ensures that Scotland will benefit from this major infrastructure project which will bring significant job 
creation and investment opportunities to Scotland. 
 

• The aviation sector has suffered significantly as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.  To assist our recovery it is 
essential that we rebuild our connectivity with the rest of the world for business and tourism.  That will rely 
on us having a strong mix of direct routes and good connectivity to global hubs like Heathrow, Amsterdam and 
Dubai. 

• In that context, it is essential that an expanded Heathrow provides good links from Inverness, Aberdeen, 
Edinburgh and Glasgow and we have stressed to the UK Government the importance of ensuring the whole of 
the UK benefits from this project. 
 

• We recognise that boosting economic growth by improving air connectivity may lead to an increase in aviation 
emissions 

 
We acknowledge that emissions from aviation cannot be ignored 

  
• Scotland has shown global leadership by being the first country to include international aviation and shipping 

emissions in its statutory climate targets. 
 

• Earlier this year a hybrid-electric aircraft flew from Wick to Kirkwall airport, as part of the Sustainable Aviation 
Test Environment (SATE) project which HIAL is jointly leading on. 
 

• This flight demonstrates the potential for this new type of aircraft to be used on Scottish routes and is an 
important first step towards achieving our commitment to work to decarbonise scheduled flights within Scotland 
by 2040. 

 
 
 



Annex A – Memorandum of Understanding 
 

 



 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

























 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top Lines 
• The decision to allow Heathrow expansion was taken by the Westminster Government and 

Parliament. 
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formally requested the UK Government to review the Airports National Policy 
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Correspondence 6th May 2022 
 
From:   
Sent: 06 May 2022 00:11 
To: Minister for Transport  
Subject: Cuts in flights between Heathrow and Inverness 
 
Hi Jenny, 
As an , I was interested in the item on 
Reporting Scotland about British Airways further degradation in the air service between Heathrow and Inverness. 
Voters in this part of the country will be watching to see what our government is willing to do. 
Should there not be a legal requirement for this route to be maintained, given it's importance to the Scottish 
economy, tourism and business. 
Perhaps there is some action that the Scottish Government can take, particularly for the Highlands and Islands. 
Looking forward to hearing from you. 
Best wishes 

 
 
 
 
Official Response Dated 17th May 
 
 
 

Aviation, Maritime, Freight & Canals 

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ 

  
 

 
e-mail:  

Your ref: 
 
 

Our ref: 
202200300033 

 
Date: 
17 May 2022 

Dear  
 

Thank you for your e-mail of 6 May 2022 to Jenny Gilruth MSP, Minister for Transport, about British Airways’ 
Inverness to London Heathrow service. I have been asked to reply. 

 
As you may be aware from media coverage, British Airways, along with other airlines, has been experiencing 
staffing availability issues relating to the impact of Covid-19. In order to maintain the reliability of their services, 
and avoid short notice cancellations, British Airways has removed a number of services across its network in 
order to ensure that it has sufficient staff to operate the remaining services. Passenger numbers, including on 
the Inverness to Heathrow service, remain below their pre-Covid-19 levels and British Airways has focussed 
on reducing capacity on routes, rather than stopping routes entirely, with the aim of matching capacity with 
demand. 

 
We understand the importance of aviation to the Highlands and Islands, which is why the Scottish Government 
provides funding to support the operations of Highlands and Islands Airport Limited (HIAL). HIAL operates 
airports across the Highlands and Islands, including Inverness. In 2021- 22 we provided HIAL with over £75 
million in funding to maintain their operations. This funding means that HIAL’s airport charges are kept lower 
than they would otherwise be enabling the operation of commercial air services. 

 
In recent years HIAL have put a lot of effort into securing and maintaining connectivity to hubs such as 

[REDACTED]
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[REDACTED]

[REDACTED]



Heathrow and Amsterdam. We will continue to support HIAL as the aviation industry recovers from the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. Many routes, including Inverness to Heathrow, have been restored and work 
continues to restore frequencies to their pre-Covid-19 levels in order to provide the connectivity needed by our 
communities and the businesses located in them. We anticipate frequencies on the Inverness to Heathrow 
service increasing again as demand increases and as British Airways’ staffing issues are resolved. 

 
The British Airways service from Inverness to Heathrow operates on a commercial basis. The scheduling of 
flights is an operational matter for British Airways. The Scottish Government has no power to intervene in the 
operation of the service. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Aviation Policy 
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British Airways, along with other airlines, has been experiencing staffing availability issues relating to the 
impact of Covid-19. In order to maintain the reliability of their services, and avoid short notice cancellations, 
British Airways has removed a number of services across its network in order to ensure that it has sufficient 
staff to operate the remaining services. Passenger numbers, including on the Inverness to Heathrow service, 
remain below their pre-Covid-19 levels and British Airways has focussed on reducing capacity on routes, 
rather than stopping routes entirely, with the aim of matching capacity with demand. 
 
We understand the importance of aviation to the Highlands and Islands, which is why the Scottish 
Government provides funding to support the operations of Highlands and Islands Airport Limited (HIAL). 
HIAL operates airports across the Highlands and Islands, including Inverness. In 2021-22 we provided HIAL 
with over £75 million in funding to maintain their operations. This funding means that HIAL’s airport charges 
are kept lower than they would otherwise be enabling the operation of commercial air services. 
 
In recent years HIAL have put a lot of effort into securing and maintaining connectivity to hubs such as 
Heathrow and Amsterdam. We will continue to support HIAL as the aviation industry recovers from the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. Many routes, including Inverness to Heathrow, have been restored and work 
continues to restore frequencies to their pre-Covid-19 levels in order to provide the connectivity needed by 
our communities and the businesses located in them. We anticipate frequencies on the Inverness to 
Heathrow service increasing again as demand increases and as British Airways’ staffing issues are resolved. 
 
Thanks 
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Cabinet Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and
Transport 
Rùnaire a’ Chaibineit airson Net Zero, Cumhachd agus
Còmhdhail 
Michael Matheson BPA/MSP

a b c d

T : 0300 244 4000
E : scottish.ministers@gov.scot
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Reference: 202200327308
Your Reference: Heathrow meeting - 17th November
 
10 November 2022
 
Dear ,
 
Thank you for your email of 26 October 2022 offering to meet with Michael Matheson MSP, Cabinet
Secretary for Net Zero, Energy and Transport, on 17 November, to discuss matters in relation to
Heathrow Airport.
 
Unfortunately, due to a fully committed diary, Mr Matheson will not be able to meet at this time, however
officials will continue their engagement to help improve Scotland's connectivity.
 
Yours sincerely

 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

Tha Ministearanna h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sònraichte agus Rùnaire Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba)
2016. Faicibh www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG
www.gov.scot
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