
EMAIL 
 

From:  on behalf of Freedom of Information 
Sent: 20 May 2021 08:55 
To:  ; Directorate for Economic Development 

FOI 
Cc:  
Subject:  FW: FOI - E - TRIAGE - The purchase agreement with Tata 

Steel for the purchase of the Dalzell and Clydebridge 
steelworks - 202100203997 

 
Hi  

 
Please see the FOI request below. Would this be one for DED? If not, grateful for your view 
on where it may sit. 

 
Triage advice below. 

 
The information request below has been assessed by the FOI Unit in line with Criteria for 
Decision-making agreed with the Scottish Information Commissioner. We consider this is a 
valid request for information and should be treated as a request under FOISA. Please “Self 
Assign” the above case (202100203997) through Case Actions on MiCase 
remembering to send the requester a FOI specific acknowledgement. The response 
should be issued as promptly as possible and no later than 17/06/21. Please complete 
all relevant paperwork as your case progresses, including the mandatory Statement of 
Compliance The Statement of Compliance list details of all items of information identified as 
being potentially within scope of the request and provide a summary of the decisions you 
have made as case handler. The Searches Template should also be used to record details of 
searches carried out. 

 
If the information requested is held and is already reasonably obtainable by the applicant – 
for example it may be published on the Scottish Government website – it falls within the 
scope of the exemption at section 25(1) of FOISA as ‘otherwise accessible’. This means you 
should refuse the request, citing that exemption and explaining to the applicant where to 
access the information. However, in some instances, it might be more practical to simply 
provide the information, e.g. if it is just a few short documents that are not costly or time 
consuming to print out. To meet our duty to provide advice and assistance to the applicant, if 
the information has been published on the internet, you should offer to provide paper copies 
if the applicant does not have internet access. 

 
If we do not hold any information then it is preferable to issue that response as promptly as 
possible in the form of a refusal notice under section 17(1) of FOISA. It may be helpful to 
include an explanation of why we do not hold the information to place our response in 
context. Additionally we need to evidence that adequate and proportionate searches have 
been carried out. These searches should be recorded on the FOI Searches template saved 
to the casefile. If another authority may hold the information then preferably having 
confirmed they do hold the requested information, their contact details should be included in 
your response. 

 
If any third party (e.g. another public authority, a contractor or tenderer, etc.) has an interest 
in the information requested (e.g. because they are the primary focus of the information or 



because disclosure would significantly affect them) they should be consulted as soon as 
possible. If you require advice on this please contact the FOI Unit. 

 
In FOISA terms we would assess this case as routine. As such it should not require a 
Ministerial decision in terms of disclosure. Please ensure that decisions on disclosure are 
taken by officials of appropriate seniority (normally C Band or above). You may find our 
Submissions Templates useful. If necessary please sight your Comms team if you consider 
that parallel media handling is required. This assessment of sensitivity can change once full 
searches have been completed. If this case becomes more sensitive and you consider that it 
requires a Ministerial decision and it is to be sent to SpAds prior to that, then please engage 
with the FOI Unit to help us reassess the case. 

 
To ensure we can advise on cases as promptly as possible at this time we would ask you to 
first contact the FOI Unit by email via e-mail at foi@gov.scot if you have any questions. 

 
Guidance is available on Saltire here: http://saltire/my-workplace/it-and-information- 
management/freedom-of-information/Pages/Freedom-of-Information-requests.aspx 
Extensive guidance (including briefs on all exemptions/exceptions) is available on the 
Commissioners website here: www.itspublicknowledge.info 
We have also archived all our SharePoint guidance so if anyone has any queries please 
contact foi@gov.scot. As always we are available for any advice and support. 

 
Many thanks, 

 

 |  | Scottish Government | 2W St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG 

 
From: Central Enquiry Unit <CEU@gov.scot> 
Sent: 19 May 2021 13:54 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Subject: FOI - E - TRIAGE - The purchase agreement with Tata Steel for the purchase of the Dalzell 
and Clydebridge steelworks - 202100203997 

 
From:  
Sent: 19 May 2021 13:28 
To: Central Enquiry Unit <CEU@gov.scot> 
Subject: Freedom of Information Request 

 
Dear Sir / Madam, 

 
This is a formal request for information under FOISA. 

Please supply the following: 

(1) The purchase agreement with Tata Steel for the purchase of the Dalzell and Clydebridge 
steelworks. 
(2) A copy of the due diligence performed on the acquisition. 



Yours Faithfully 

 



EMAIL 
 

From:  on behalf of Directorate for Economic Development FOI 
Sent: 26 May 2021 09:18 
To:  
Cc:  Directorate for Economic Development FOI; ;  

;  
Subject: DED - FOI 202100203997 - Routine Day One DD Alert 

 
Good morning  

 
The FoI Hub have received the following FoI request: 

 
“This is a formal request for information under FOISA. 

Please supply the following: 

(1) The purchase agreement with Tata Steel for the purchase of the Dalzell and 
Clydebridge steelworks. 
(2) A copy of the due diligence performed on the acquisition” 

 
The response deadline is 17 June 2021. 

 
The central FoI Unit has applied an initial triage tool to this request and have advised 
that Ministerial clearance will not be required. 

 
This is simply to let you know that your clearance will be sought in this case in due 
course. 

 
Kind regards 

 
 
 

 |  
Governance Branch|Economic Development Directorate|Scottish Government|3rd Floor|5 Atlantic 
Quay|150 Broomielaw|Glasgow|G2 8LU 

 
Email: @gov.scot |working remotely 











| |DED FOI Hub & DED Resourcing| 
Governance and Business Support|Directorate for Economic Development|Scottish Government| 
Tel: 0141 2 Mob:  

 
From: @gov.scot> 
Sent: 26 May 2021 19:08 
To: Directorate for Economic Development FOI <DEDFOI@gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DED FOI 202100203997 Received - Day One Policy Request 

 
 asked me about this last week, and having checked I remembered correctly 

that the sales and purchase agreements had indeed been the subject of previous FoI 
requests: FOI 17/00418 and FoI 17/01117 (links to copies of final responses 
attached). Both Tata Steel and Liberty (as signatories to one contract each) were 
given the opportunity to comment before we responded. 

 
I’m not sure what there is on the ‘due diligence’ side tbh, as I wasn’t directly involved 
with that. All the documentation around the actual deal was put into a single file by 
the then-divisional support/PSs, and there is an awful lot in there (see attached link). 
It’s possible RRU people will have a clearer view on that as I think they have been 
reviewing certain aspects of that. In terms of buzzwords, I think the key one is 

 as they were the lawyers we retained at the time. 
 

Given that this was all 5 years ago no-one will have anything in their mailboxes any 
more as our system deletes all emails over a certain age. Key individuals were the 
Director John Mason (retired) and DD Roddy Macdonald (long moved on to another 
post). Some of the checks that were done involved our own finance team, Gordon 
Wales in particular as I remember. I mention their names more in terms of refining 
searches than anything else. 

 
 

 
 

From: @gov.scot> On Behalf Of Directorate for Economic Development 
FOI 
Sent: 26 May 2021 09:09 
To: @gov.scot> 
Cc: Directorate for Economic Development FOI <DEDFOI@gov.scot> 
Subject: DED FOI 202100203997 Received - Day One Policy Request 

 
Good morning  

 
The COBRAS FoI Hub received an FoI on 20 May 2021. The request is as follows: 

 
“Please supply the following: 

 
(1) The purchase agreement with Tata Steel for the purchase of the Dalzell and 
Clydebridge steelworks. 
(2) A copy of the due diligence performed on the acquisition” 



The response deadline is 17 June 2021 
 

We have identified you as the policy lead in this area and would appreciate your help 
in pulling the required information together for the response. Please note the hub will 
carry out all searches and will work on pulling the documentation together as well as 
noting as many redactions as possible. 

 
Your assistance will be required to confirm redactions and we would also appreciate 
your help with the following: 

 
•  Any buzz words you can suggest that could assist us in carrying out a robust 

search of all systems? 
•  A list of any internal team/individual who should be contacted to carry out an 

outlook search. 
• Any outside organisation who should be contacted to advise of the request? 

(Documentation belonging to other agencies may be released in some FoIs 
so it is important to contact these companies as soon as possible) 

 
As I am sure you understand the clock starts ticking as soon as the FoI is received. 
The hub would appreciate a reply to the above by COP 27 May 2021. 

 
We will be in touch as soon as possible if your assistance is required further. 

If this is does not sit with you please advise as soon as possible. 

Many thanks in advance. 

 

 
 |  

Governance Branch|Economic Development Directorate|Scottish Government|3rd Floor|5 Atlantic 
Quay|150 Broomielaw|Glasgow|G2 8LU 

 
Email: @gov.scot |working remotely 



EMAIL 
 

From: @gov.scot> On Behalf Of Directorate for Economic 
Development FOI 
Sent: 08 June 2021 16:31 
To: @gov.scot>;  

@disclosurescotland.gov.scot>; Directorate for Economic Development FOI 
<DEDFOI@gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FoI 202100203997 & 202100204021 

 
That’s perfect  

Thanks so much again. 

 

 
| |DED FOI Hub & DED Resourcing| 

Governance and Business Support|Directorate for Economic Development|Scottish Government| 
Tel: 0141 2 Mob:  

 
From: @gov.scot> 
Sent: 08 June 2021 16:03 
To: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; Directorate 
for Economic Development FOI <DEDFOI@gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FoI 202100203997 & 202100204021 

 
Yes, I agree – the names of the parties to these agreements are now a matter of 
public record, and their registered addresses are publically available. 

 
 

 
From: @gov.scot> 
Sent: 08 June 2021 13:39 
To: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; 
Directorate for Economic Development FOI <DEDFOI@gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FoI 202100203997 & 202100204021 

 
That’s tremendously helpful  and what we assumed. So thanks so much. 

 
We intend to keep almost everything redacted as is. The only content we think could be 
released though are the names of the entities involved and their registered company 
addresses as these are already in the public domain? For example TATA Steel UK and the HQ 
address was redacted originally but we have released this kind of information in previous 
releases for legal agreements in the past if you are content with this? 



We can send you updated copies if you would prefer to review? Everything else remains as it 
was originally though. 

 
Thanks again 

 

 
| |DED FOI Hub & DED Resourcing| 

Governance and Business Support|Directorate for Economic Development|Scottish Government| 
Tel: 0141 2 Mob:  

 
From: @gov.scot> 
Sent: 08 June 2021 13:31 
To: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; Directorate 
for Economic Development FOI <DEDFOI@gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FoI 202100203997 & 202100204021 

 
 removed from copy list as per her request. 

 
Yes, in my opinion the same exemption applies – commercial prejudice is a very real 
concern given how much these steel palnts are in the public eye / being subject to 
scrutiny right now. 

 
 

 
From: @gov.scot> 
Sent: 08 June 2021 11:27 
To: @gov.scot>; Directorate for Economic Development FOI 
<DEDFOI@gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: FoI 202100203997 & 202100204021 

 
Thanks very much , 

 
Sorry for all of the emails but would you be able to advise if the commercial prejudice 
exemption would still apply to the redacted info in the agreements? I assume because the 
parties involved are still commercial entities then this would be the case but just want to 
make sure. 

 
Thanks 

 

| |DED FOI Hub & DED Resourcing| 
Governance and Business Support|Directorate for Economic Development|Scottish Government| 
Tel: 0141 2  |Mob:  





 
 
 
 

 |  
Governance Branch|Economic Development Directorate|Scottish Government|3rd Floor|5 Atlantic 
Quay|150 Broomielaw|Glasgow|G2 8LU 

 
Email: @gov.scot |working remotely 



EMAIL 
 

From:  on behalf of Freedom of Information 
Sent: 08 June 2021 12:03 
To: ; Freedom of Information 
Cc:  Directorate for Economic Development FOI; ;  

 
Subject: RE: 202100203997 & 202100204021 - Assistance 

 
Categories:  

 

We only started publishing our responses in July 2017 and judging by the numbers, both of these 
cases would pre-date that, so they won’t be available on the website. 

 
 

 
From: @gov.scot> 
Sent: 08 June 2021 11:44 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: Directorate for Economic Development FOI <DEDFOI@gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Subject: 202100203997 & 202100204021 - Assistance 

 
Good morning 

 
I have 2 FoI requests 202100203997 & 202100204021 the first question for each of 
these requests has been answered in previous FoIs, 17/01119 and 17/00418. I am 
wanting to apply S25 information otherwise accessible, however I am unable to 
locate the previously responded FoIs on SG publications and wondered if you would 
be able to advise if they had been published and if so provide the links? 

 
As the deadline for both is 17 June and I still require DD clearance I am working to a 
very tight timescale and would appreciate your assistance. 

 
Kind regards 

 
 

 |  
Governance Branch|Economic Development Directorate|Scottish Government|3rd Floor|5 Atlantic 
Quay|150 Broomielaw|Glasgow|G2 8LU 

 
Email: @gov.scot |working remotely 





the due diligence report going to Ministers (although the sub from John Mason said he 
would send it to Mr Ewing). I don’t see Roddy being asked to clear the request. But perhaps 
things have changed since I spoke to  on Tuesday and subsequently moved on to my 
new role? I think it worth asking Roddy how he would define due diligence as  your 
definition is sensible but it’s a bit broad and if it’s information that we received from SE then 
it really belongs to them to determine if and how to release it. Happy to chat through. 

 
It would be good if FOI Hub could confirm to DDs in DED that I am not clearing draft requests 
– I think that was my parting advice! 

 
Thanks 

 
 

|  
Covid Recovery Directorate| Scottish Government| 
Mobile:  | Email: @gov.scot 

 

From: @gov.scot> 
Sent: 10 June 2021 08:19 
To: @gov.scot>; Directorate for Economic Development FOI 
<DEDFOI@gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot>; @gov.scot>;  
@gov.scot> 

Subject: RE: DED - FOI 202100203997 - DD Clearance required 
 

Thanks  I am just opening this out to  and  who I believe have been in 
touch regarding the SE point you have made.  if you could come in on the due 
diligence point that would be very good. Just so we can provide  with assurance? 

 
Thanks very much 

 

 
| |DED FOI Hub & DED Resourcing| 

Governance and Business Support|Directorate for Economic Development|Scottish Government| 
Tel: 0141 242 5422|Mob: 07818 014865 

 
From: @gov.scot> 
Sent: 09 June 2021 23:08 
To: Directorate for Economic Development FOI <DEDFOI@gov.scot> 
Cc: @gov.scot>; @gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: DED - FOI 202100203997 - DD Clearance required 

 
 



Before I sign this off I want to be sure that we hold no due diligence on the steel 
transaction. To my mind, the due diligence would include any advice to Ministers on 
the transaction that includes information on the business, potential liabilities, legal 
input on company structures, etc. I think we do hold a report on the environmental 
liabilities of the sites (I think produced by Atkins). 

 
Also before we answer this can we ask SE what they hold in terms of due diligence 
so we know how they will answer the same question. 

 
 

 
 

From: @gov.scot> On Behalf Of Directorate for Economic Development 
FOI 
Sent: 09 June 2021 17:01 
To: @gov.scot> 
Cc: Directorate for Economic Development FOI <DEDFOI@gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot>; @gov.scot>; ) 
@gov.scot> 

Subject: DED - FOI 202100203997 - DD Clearance required 
 

Good afternoon  
 

As you are aware, the FOI Hub has received a new request. The request was 
received on 19 May 2021 and is as follows: 

 
“Please supply the following: 

 
(1) The purchase agreement with Tata Steel for the purchase of the Dalzell and 
Clydebridge steelworks. 
(2) A copy of the due diligence performed on the acquisition.” 

 
Together with policy colleagues I have pulled together the response – the information 
was previously released in another FoI in 2017, however, has not be published on 
the website. Due to the lapse in time the Public Interest test had to be applied again 
to the information redacted in the last FOI. I have highlighted in red for the 
commercial prejudice exempt info for you to review, but there are no changes from 
the first release to the information being withheld on these grounds (or the 
arguments made for withholding) and Elisabeth is happy with this. 

 
Finally, the information highlighted in green is what was incorrectly redacted before 
because the information is already in the public domain. 

 
For reference the redaction colours are coded as follows: 

 

Personal Data – this remains the same apart from office addresses that were 
incorrectly redacted originally 
Commercial prejudice – this remains the same 



Information in the public domain – this is mainly business addresses and redaction of 
the parties involved that were incorrectly redacted in the first response 

 
 

The response is due on 17 June 2021 and requires no further clearance. I would be 
grateful if you could advise if content by COP Monday 14 June. 

 
Thanks again for your time 

 

 |  
Governance Branch|Economic Development Directorate|Scottish Government|3rd Floor|5 Atlantic 
Quay|150 Broomielaw|Glasgow|G2 8LU 

 
Email: @gov.scot |working remotely 





EMAIL 
 

From:  on behalf of Freedom of Information 
Sent: 14 June 2021 08:36 
To: Directorate for Economic Development FOI 
Cc:  ; Freedom 

of Information 
Subject: FW: FOI - REVIEW - E - TRIAGE - Tata Steel - 202100203997 

- 202100212787 
 

Categories:  
 

Hello, 
 

We have received a request for a review of a response reference 
202100203997 issued by , this review request is set out in the 
email below. 

 
Can you please allocate the review and confirm who will lead on this case. 

 
 

In the first instance the reviewer will need to accept the review which has 
been added to MiCase under reference number 202100212787 and 
acknowledge receipt using the template response on page 4 of the ‘ FOI 
Review templates’ PDF available : Here 

 

The reviewer may want to refer to the guidance available in the ‘Sharepoint 
Collection’ PDF via the same link, which includes a step by step guide to 
reviews (use bookmarks, under Review) in taking this review request 
forward. 

 
Without prejudice, the dissatisfaction lies with the application of both 
exemptions and the public interest test. The reviewer will have to be 
satisfied that these were effectively applied. 

 
In the usual way the FOI Unit should be asked to clear the review 
response, before going on to seek the appropriate senior 
management/Ministerial approval to issue. 

 
Once allocated we will be happy to provide further advice to the reviewer 
as required. 

 
Kind Regards, 



 
 
 

From:  
Sent: 11 June 2021 16:05 
To: @gov.scot> 
Cc: Central Enquiry Unit <CEU@gov.scot> 
Subject: FoI 202100203997 - Request for Internal Review 

 
Dear Sir / Madam, 

 
Thank you for the response to my FOI request. 

 
The response is not satisfactory for the reasons set out below and so I am requesting an 
internal review: 

 
(1) The exemptions claimed do not apply or do not apply to all the information redacted. 
(2) Please check whether there was due diligence done on this transaction as that would be 
expected. 
(3) The public interest test has not been properly carried out. 
(4) The public interest favours disclosure. 

 
Yours Faithfully 

 

 
 

From: @gov.scot @gov.scot> on behalf 
of DEDFOI@gov.scot <DEDFOI@gov.scot> 
Sent: 11 June 2021 12:02 
To:   
Subject: FoI 202100203997 - Official Response 

 
Dear  

 
I refer to your request under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA). Please 
find attached an official reply to your request. 

 
The unique reference number allocated to this is 202100203997 and should be quoted in 
any future correspondence regarding this matter. 

 
Kind regards 

 

 |  



Governance Branch|Economic Development Directorate|Scottish Government|3rd Floor|5 Atlantic 
Quay|150 Broomielaw|Glasgow|G2 8LU 

 
working remotely 

 
 

****************************************************************** 
**** 
This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended 
solely for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, 
copying or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the 
intended recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system 
and inform the sender immediately by return. 
Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in 
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect 
those of the Scottish Government. 
****************************************************************** 
**** 



EMAIL 
 

From:  on behalf of Freedom of Information 
Sent: 05 July 2021 11:24 
To:  
Cc: Directorate for Economic Development FOI;  

; Freedom of 
Information 
Subject: 202100212787 - review - FOI Unit content - 05.07.21 

Hi  

Thank you for giving further consideration to the withheld information, for taking on 
board my earlier advice and for agreeing to disclose some further information. The 
redactions are now (in the main) limited to the specific detail of the assumed liabilities 
which if the applicant goes on to appeal will allow us to focus our arguments on this 
information. 

I can confirm that I am now content with your review response for FOI Unit interests. 

Kind regards 
 

 
 |  | Freedom of Information Unit | Scottish Government | 

2W | St Andrews House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
 

I am currently working from home due to the COVID-19 restrictions - please contact me 
via email or Skype for business. 

 
 
 
 

From: @gov.scot> 
Sent: 01 July 2021 15:28 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: Directorate for Economic Development FOI <DEDFOI@gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot>; @gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: 202100212787 - review - FOI Unit comments - 29.06.21 

 
 

Hi  
 

Many thanks for your helpful comments throughout the previous PDF. I’ve attached a 
re-drafted response and edited document with redactions included in highlights, the 
green highlights is text that we are now able to release. 

 
New Response 

 
 

New redacted doc(with highlights) 





 
 

 

From: @gov.scot> 
Sent: 25 June 2021 12:52 
To: Freedom of Information <foi@gov.scot> 
Cc: Directorate for Economic Development FOI <DEDFOI@gov.scot>;  

@gov.scot> 
Subject: FOI Review Response - For Clearance - 202100212787 

 
 

Good Afternoon 
 

Please see the attached draft FOI Review response to a request around the sale 
agreement between Tata Steel and SG. I’d be grateful for your comments/clearance on 
the attached draft response. If you need any more information please let me know. 
The final response deadline for this is 9 July. 

 
Draft Review Response 
<< File: FoI 202100203997 - Official Response.pdf >> 

 
Initial Response & Attachment & Un-redacted version 
<< File: Admin - TATA Steel BPA - UNREDACTED.pdf >> << File: foi review response - 
202100212787..docx >> << File: Admin - TATA Steel BPA - UNREDACTED.pdf >> 
Kind Regards 

 
 

 |  
Governance Branch|Economic Development Directorate|Scottish Government|3rd Floor|5 
Atlantic 
Quay|150 Broomielaw|Glasgow|G2 8LU 

 
Tel: 0131 2  |  | email: @gov.scot 






