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Dear John,

Thank you for meeting me recently to discuss matters pertaining to the Electoral
Commission’s role in the independence referendum.

As discussed at that meeting, | am writing to you under the terms of section 10(1) of
the Political Parties Elections and Referendums Act 2000 to request that the
Electoral Commission provide advice and assistance to the Scottish Government by
considering the wording and intelligibility of the following proposed question to be
included on the ballot paper for the Scottish independence referendum to be held in
the autumn of 2014:

“Do you agree that Scotland should be an independent country?”

This wording was, of course, included in the consultation (Your Scotland, Your
Referendum) as the Government’s proposed question. The consultation document
confirmed (in paragraphs 1.13 to 1.15) that the Scottish Government will ensure that
voters have the information they need to make an informed decision in the
referendum. The Scottish Government will set out full details of what independence
will mean for Scotland in a comprehensive white paper on independence well in
advance of the referendum.

| attach the question in ballot paper format which has been drafted in accordance
with the good practice guidance document for the design of voter materials “Making
your Mark: Guidance for Government Policy-makers”.

| recognise and request that the Commission’s advice will be set out in a report,
published by the Commission, setting out its views as to the intelligibility of the
referendum question, as soon as reasonably practicable and in such a manner as
the Commission may determine.The Commission’s report will be laid before the
Scottish Parliament for consideration in relation to the Referendum (Scotland) Bill.
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| acknowledge and welcome that the Commission may at its discretion provide
further advice and assistance on the referendum question during the consideration of
the Referendum (Scotland) Bill in the Scottish Parliament.

Pursuant to section 10(4)(a) of the Act, the Scottish Government agrees to meet the
charges for advice and assistance provided by the Commission in meeting this

section 10(1) of the Act request.

£y Mo, o
: - XY
St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG Yo DA ,::‘
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE /5A®

www.scotland.gov.uk
2





