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Dear Penny 

S.10 request to provide advice and assistance on a potential referendum question 

As you are aware, the Electoral Commission’s Board on 18 March discussed the Scottish 

Government’s request under s10 of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 

2000 to provide advice and assistance to it by considering the wording and intelligibility of 

the question used at the Scottish Independence referendum in 2014. 

The Commission’s Board resolved that the request for advice and assistance to Scottish 

Government should be deferred for consideration to a future meeting. It was noted that 

were the Commission to agree to act on the request the work could not presently 

commence as a consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Subsequent to the Board meeting, statements in the Scottish Parliament indicated that 
because of the pandemic the Scottish Government had paused work on preparing for an 
independence referendum. Scottish Government also clarified to us that it did not wish the 
Commission to undertake testing of a referendum question until public health 
circumstances permitted such activity.  
 

The Commission has decided it will return to this matter once the coronavirus crisis is 

sufficiently over for the Commission to properly take a view on the request, and if 

appropriate proceed with advice assessment. 

In the interests of transparency we will share a copy of this letter with Cabinet Office 

officials. 

Please feel free to call to discuss further. 

 

Yours sincerely 






