Email release #1

From: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Sent: 18 August 2022 09:27

To: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Cc: McAlpine A (Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOR ACTION: Economy Forward Look Planner

Hi REDACTED,

With apologies for the delay, a small update that DFM’s launch of GERS statistics on
24 Aug will be combined with a visit to the Data Lab.

Thank you,
REDACTED

From: McAlpine A (Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Sent: 17 August 2022 21:52

To: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Subject: FW: FOR ACTION: Economy Forward Look Planner
Importance: High

REDACTED,

Can you complete the forward look for the GERS activity with DFM and return to
REDACTED please?

Alastair McAlpine

Chief Statistician (Interim)

Deputy Director for Statistics And Data Access
Mob: REDACTED

Becoming Leaders in Statistics and Conference - latest blog from Chief Statistician



https://blogs.gov.scot/statistics/2022/07/30/becoming-leaders-in-statistics/

Email release #2

From: REDACTED <REDACTED@thedatalab.com>

Sent: 19 August 2022 08:58

To: McAlpine A (Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@thedatalab.com>; REDACTED <REDACTED@thedatalab.com>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Cc: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: Data Lab meeting

Hi Alastair,

| will be in our Edinburgh office in the Bayes centre and can host you there if you can
make it for that time? We have an SG colleague right before that coming to the office
planning a visit by the Deputy First Minister on Wednesday to launch the GERS
report in our board room.

Besy
REDACTED

From: Alastair McAlpine <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Sent: 18 August 2022 14:54

To: REDACTED <REDACTED@thedatalab.com>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@thedatalab.com>; REDACTED <REDACTED @thedatalab.com>;
REDACTED@gov.scot; REDACTED@gov.scot;
REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>

Cc: REDACTED@gov.scot

Subject: Data Lab meeting

HI all,
We have a follow up meeting next week from a meeting a couple of months ago.
| will be in Edinburgh and wondered if there was any appetite to hold this as an in-

person hybrid meeting

Alastair McAlpine

Chief Statistician (Interim)

Deputy Director for Statistics And Data Access
Mob: REDACTED

Becoming Leaders in Statistics and Conference - latest blog from Chief Statistician
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This e-mail (and any files or other attachments transmitted with it) is intended solely
for the attention of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, disclosure, storage, copying
or distribution of any part of this e-mail is not permitted. If you are not the intended


https://blogs.gov.scot/statistics/2022/07/30/becoming-leaders-in-statistics/

recipient please destroy the email, remove any copies from your system and inform
the sender immediately by return.

Communications with the Scottish Government may be monitored or recorded in
order to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.
The views or opinions contained within this e-mail may not necessarily reflect those
of the Scottish Government.
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Email release #3

From: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Sent: 23 August 2022 14:10

To: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; First Minister <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Finance, Planning & Community
Wealth <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Constitution, Europe and
External Affairs <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Cc: Permanent Secretary <REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG Economy
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG Scottish Exchequer Mailbox
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; McAlpine A
(Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: PRE-RELEASE STATISTICS - GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE &
REVENUE SCOTLAND 2021-22 — OFFICIAL SENSITIVE until 09:30 on 24 August
2022

Hi REDACTED,

Apologies if I've missed it but is there a table or a link to key stats on other nations
and regions of the UK, as discussed on the call earlier, which could be useful for
comparative purposes, while acknowledging that there is a data lag and they will not
be absolutely comparable with GERS in terms of time period?

Thanks

From: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Sent: 23 August 2022 13:19

To: >; First Minister <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Covid Recovery <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Finance,
Planning & Community Wealth <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, Europe and External Affairs <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Cc: Permanent Secretary <REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG Economy
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG Scottish Exchequer Mailbox
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; McAlpine A
(Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: PRE-RELEASE STATISTICS - GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE &



REVENUE SCOTLAND 2021-22 — OFFICIAL SENSITIVE until 09:30 on 24 August
2022

Following the call with Mr Swinney this morning, please see attached:
¢ One page note on the GERS numbers
e Updated speaking note for Mr Swinney
e Updated FMQ-style note

Kind regards,
REDACTED

From: REDACTED

Sent: 23 August 2022 09:31

To: >; First Minister <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Covid Recovery <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Finance,
Planning & Community Wealth <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for
Constitution, Europe and External Affairs <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Cc: Permanent Secretary <REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG Economy
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG Scottish Exchequer Mailbox
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; McAlpine A
(Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED<REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED REDACTED@gov.scot

Subject: PRE-RELEASE STATISTICS - GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE &
REVENUE SCOTLAND 2021-22 — OFFICIAL SENSITIVE until 09:30 on 24 August
2022

First Minister
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery
Minister for Public Finance, Planning and Community Wealth

Copy as listed,

Government Expenditure & Revenue Scotland 2021-22 — OFFICIAL SENSITIVE
until 09:30 on 24 August 2022

Please see the attached submission and briefing relating to tomorrow’s publication of
the above statistics. The briefing pack contains:

e FMQ style brief

¢ Briefing for the event at The Data Lab

e Draft speaking note

Please note that these statistics (and any conclusions drawn from the
statistics) are restricted to Ministers and officials on the copy list until
publication at 9.30am on 24 June 2022. Access is granted to you through the Pre-
release Access to Official Statistics (Scotland) Order 2008. If Ministers or officials



wish to discuss these statistics or any conclusions drawn from the statistics with
anyone not on the list, please contact me and | will consider how to widen access
within the agreed constraints of the Order.

Kind regards,
REDACTED

REDACTED

Macroeconomic and Fiscal Analysis
Office of the Chief Economic Adviser
Scottish Government

REDACTED

O


https://twitter.com/scotgovocea

Email release #4

From: REDACTED

Sent: 25 August 2022 07:43

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;, REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>

Cc: First Minister <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice,
Housing & Local Government <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Minister for Social Security
and Local Government <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Finance,
Planning & Community Wealth <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;, REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Permanent
Secretary <REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG Economy <REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG
Scottish Exchequer Mailbox <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; McAlpine A (Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
Economy Covid-19 Hub <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;, REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Communications Finance & Economy
<REDACTED@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOR CONSIDERATION: BID - GERS/Cost of Living/Bin Strikes - BBC
Radio Scotland GMS

Morning REDACTED

Bid was on

GERS and possibly latest on Cost Emergency and bin strikes / local
government pay negotiations.

Bin strikes/council funding lead on BBC/STV websites and front pages along with
Gers — ‘Union worth a record “£2.2k to every Scot’ and ‘North Sea oil and gas boom

‘could boost independence campaign’

DFM’s comments on bin strikes/health are P1 in Record and ‘FM chats about feeling
British as bin chaos spreads’ in Sun

Latest lines — issued to Scotsman last night - reflecting last night’s meeting, which
were cleared by DFM and GERS NR below for ease —

No other major running issues, though we also issued lines on NHS Winter
plan/staff pressures (Times p1l)

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:



“The pandemic has seen our NHS under the most severe pressure it has faced and
NHS planning for winter is well underway across the service. Building upon lessons
identified from 2021-22, we are developing a cross-cutting programme of winter
readiness to strengthen service resilience and enhance national contingency
planning to support our NHS Boards.

“We are also working with boards to ensure a range of measures outlined in our
new £50 million Urgent and Unscheduled Care Collaborative programme, to reduce
A&E waiting times and improve patient experience, are implemented by winter.

“‘We know that the pandemic is not over and that COVID-19 and other pressures will
continue to impact the NHS for some time. The Scottish Government recognises the
significant additional pressure staff are facing across the health and care services, at
this time. We will continue to do all we can to seek to alleviate those demand
pressures and provide support for their wellbeing.

“Our NHS Recovery Plan is backed by more than £1 billion and we are committed to
increasing the NHS workforce even further.”

And
Mr Robertson’s trip to Slovenia -

External Affairs Secretary Angus Robertson said:

"l look forward to representing the Scottish Government at The Bled Strategic
Forum. This is a great opportunity to engage with key influential international
partners and organisations on a range of shared priorities, including promoting
democracy and human rights, our response to the Ukraine crisis, and addressing the
climate emergency."”

Strikes/funding — latest lines
A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“Ministers are encouraging local authorities and trades unions to continue
meaningful dialogue in pursuit of a fair and sustainable settlement that will bring an
end to the ongoing industrial action.

“‘While the Scottish Government has no formal role in the negotiations, throughout
discussions we continue to work collaboratively with COSLA and held meetings with
COSLA and trades unions on Wednesday. We have provided an extra £140 million
on a recurring basis to support a higher pay award.

“All areas of the public sector are having to make challenging savings to stay within
budget. The UK Government has cut the Scottish Government’s budget and not
adjusted it for inflation, exacerbating the financial situation for both government and
councils. Nevertheless, we will do what we can within the resources available to us
to support a revised offer in the face of the cost of living emergency.”

Background



The Scottish Fiscal Commission has highlighted the overall 2022-23 Scottish Budget
is 2.6% lower than last year in cash terms and 5.2% lower after accounting for
inflation, primarily because of reduced COVID-19 funding and falling capital funding
from the UK Government.

Despite this, local authority revenue funding is £2.2 billion higher in cash terms this
financial year than in 2013-14.

GERS NR

1. Record revenues drive recovery in Scotland’s finances
2. Deficit falling faster than the UK.

3

New figures show Scotland’s public finances are recovering from the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic faster than the UK as a whole.

The Government Expenditure and Revenue Scotland (GERS) 2021-22 statistics show
Scotland’s deficit fell by 10.3% — compared to a drop of 8.4% for the UK.

Revenue rose to £73.8 billion, up a record £11.1 billion from the previous year, while
public spending fell by £0.9 billion to £97.5 billion.

Deputy First Minister John Swinney said:

“Today’s figures show Scotland’s fiscal position is recovering faster than the UK’s, with
a huge fall in the annual deficit thanks to the largest increase in revenues on record.

“This is before the full impact of the rise in oil prices that we’ve seen more recently,
which is likely to see Scotland’s deficit fall faster than the UK’s again next year, with
oil and gas revenue set to grow to £13 billion this year.

“The figures also highlight how the UK’s response to the cost crisis is being built on
Scotland’s natural resources, not least with its windfall tax on the North Sea.

“But even without North Sea receipts, the record revenue generated was sufficient to
cover all day-to-day devolved spending as well as all social security spending in
Scotland, including the state pension.

“GERS describes Scotland’s current fiscal position under current constitutional
arrangements, with 74% of revenue and 37% of spending reserved to the UK
Government — and we know Scotland’s economy is already suffering as a result of
austerity and Brexit. In the first full financial year since Brexit, the GERS figures show
the economic harm of leaving the EU is driving up borrowing in the UK and contributing
to the UK deficit being one of the largest in Europe.

“Even in the midst of an energy crisis, the UK as a whole is benefiting from Scotland’s
natural wealth — which is why Scotland can expect its deficit to fall further in the future.”

Background

Government Expenditure and Revenue Scotland 2021-22



https://www.gov.scot/isbn/9781804357637

The net fiscal balance is the difference between total revenue and total public sector
expenditure including capital investment. The GERS figures show that in 2021-22
Scotland’s net fiscal balance was a deficit of 12.3% of GDP (£23.7 billion).

The aim of GERS is to enhance public understanding of fiscal issues in Scotland. The
primary objective is to estimate a set of public sector accounts for Scotland through
detailed analysis of official UK and Scottish Government finance statistics. The report
is designed to allow users to understand and analyse Scotland’s fiscal position under
different scenarios within the current constitutional framework.

GERS is a National Statistics publication and is produced independently of Scottish
Ministers. The publication has been assessed by the UK Statistics Authority in line
with the Code of Practice for Statistics. This means the statistics have been found to
meet user needs, to be methodologically sound, explained well and produced free of
political interference.

REDACTED

Senior Media Manager
Health Communications
Scottish Government
M: REDACTED

From: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Deputy First Minister
and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery

Sent: 24 August 2022 16:57

To: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Deputy First Minister and Cabinet
Secretary for Covid Recovery <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Cc: First Minister <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice,
Housing & Local Government <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Minister for Social Security
and Local Government <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Finance,
Planning & Community Wealth <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Permanent
Secretary <REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG Economy <REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG
Scottish Exchequer Mailbox <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; McAlpine A (Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
Economy Covid-19 Hub <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Communications Finance & Economy
REDACTED@gov.scot

Subject: RE: FOR CONSIDERATION: BID - GERS/Cost of Living/Bin Strikes - BBC
Radio Scotland GMS

Hi REDACTED,

DFM is content to accept the bid tomorrow morning via ISDN line.



Grateful if duty comms can arrange for the running lines to be sent on in advance of
the bid. If anything in the GERS briefing pack is likely to change overnight, grateful if
this can be flagged as well.

Thanks,
REDACTED

REDACTED

Deputy Private Secretary to Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid
Recovery — John Swinney

The Scottish Government | St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG
M: REDACTED | T: REDACTED | E: REDACTED@gov.scot

All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision,
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient. Private
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act
2016. See www.lobbying.scot

From: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Sent: 24 August 2022 15:53

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery
<REDACTED@gov.scot>

Cc: First Minister <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Social Justice,
Housing & Local Government <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Minister for Social Security
and Local Government <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Finance,
Planning & Community Wealth <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;, REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; Permanent
Secretary <REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG Economy <REDACTED@gov.scot>; DG
Scottish Exchequer Mailbox <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; McAlpine A (Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;, REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>;
Economy Covid-19 Hub <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>, REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>; Communications Finance & Economy
REDACTED@gov.scot

Subject: FOR CONSIDERATION: BID - GERS/Cost of Living/Bin Strikes - BBC
Radio Scotland GMS

PO/Deputy First Minister

CC for awareness: First Minister, Ms Robison, Mr MacPherson, Mr Arthur,


http://www.lobbying.scot/

We’ve been approached by the BBC Radio Scotland GMS with a bid for DFM on
GERS and possibly latest on Cost Emergency and bin strikes / local government pay
negotiations.

Comms and SpAds recommend the bid is accepted if DFM is available.

I'd be grateful for Mr Swinney’s consideration in undertaking the bid.

Thanks,
REDACTED
WHO OUTLET TIME LIVE |INTERVIEWER| TOPICS Recommendation
DFM GMS 08:00 08:05 |TBC GERS/Cost Accept
Call in of Living/
Possibly
strikes and
council
funding
REDACTED

Media Manager| News: Finance and the Economy
The Scottish Government, St Andrew's House, Edinburgh
m: REDACTED

¥ in] £|0]-+]O]



Email release #5

From: McAlpine A (Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Sent: 25 August 2022 17:03

To: Communications Finance & Economy <REDACTED@gov.scot>
Subject: GERS Twitter - for awareness

To make you aware, my personal account which | use to also tweet about statistics
has been mentioned in relation to this tweet.

https://twitter.com/graeme from |T/status/15628257753087549477?s=20&t=h4LbDw
47ZK-yXS959EfE7IO

| will not be engaging but happy to take any other advice.

Alastair McAlpine

Chief Statistician (Interim)

Deputy Director for Statistics And Data Access
Mob: REDACTED

Becoming Leaders in Statistics and Conference - latest blog from Chief Statistician



https://twitter.com/graeme_from_IT/status/1562825775308754947?s=20&t=h4LbDw4ZK-yXS959EfE7IQ
https://twitter.com/graeme_from_IT/status/1562825775308754947?s=20&t=h4LbDw4ZK-yXS959EfE7IQ
https://blogs.gov.scot/statistics/2022/07/30/becoming-leaders-in-statistics/

Email release #6

From: REDACTED <REDACTED@gov.scot>

Sent: 31 August 2022 17:03

To: Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for Covid Recovery
<REDACTED@gov.scot>

Cc: McAlpine A (Alastair) <REDACTED@gov.scot>; REDACTED
<REDACTED@gov.scot>

Subject: MACCS case - Mr Swinney's remarks on GERS - for awareness

Hi REDACTED,

Just to make the DFM aware that Sam Taylor (from the unionist These Islands think
tank) has written to the Chief Statistician asking him to comment on some of DFM’s
statements made at the GERS press event. To see attached query and the draft
response from the Chief Statistician. SpAds are already aware of this.

Kind regards,
REDACTED

REDACTED

Macroeconomic and Fiscal Analysis
Office of the Chief Economic Adviser
Scottish Government

REDACTED



