Official Sensitive

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 14:00

To: Minister for Public Health, Women's Health & Sport <MinisterPHWHS@gov.scot>; Cabinet
Secretary for Health and Social Care <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) <Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser)
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Mackintosh E
(Emily) <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Minister for Mental Wellbeing & Social Care
<MinisterMWSC@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care
<DGHSC@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers <DCMO@gov.scot>; Chief Medical Officer
<CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; Strategic Briefing Unit for Health
<SBUHealth@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOR CLEARANCE - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Thanks, will issue now.
[Redacted]

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Minister for Public Health, Women's Health
& Sport

Sent: 10 March 2023 13:59

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care
<CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser)
<Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross)
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Minister for Public Health, Women's Health & Sport
<MinisterPHWHS@gov.scot>; Mackintosh E (Emily) <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Minister for
Mental Wellbeing & Social Care <MinisterMWSC@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers <DCMO@gov.scot>;
Chief Medical Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; Strategic Briefing
Unit for Health <SBUHealth@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: FOR CLEARANCE - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Hi [Redacted],
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Ms Todd is content to clear on behalf of Mr Yousaf.
Regards,

[Redacted]

Assistant Private Secretary to Maree Todd MSP

Minister for Public Health, Women’s Health and Sport

1E.10 |St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 13:45

To: Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]
@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]
@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; David
Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Minister
for Public Health, Women's Health & Sport <MinisterPHWHS@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; Minister for Mental Wellbeing & Social Care
<MinisterMWSC@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care DG Health
& Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot>; Deputy Chief Medical Officers <DCMO@gov.scot>; Chief Medical
Officer <CMO@gov.scot>; Chief Nursing Officer <CNO@gov.scot>; Strategic Briefing Unit for Health
<SBUHealth@gov.scot>

Subject: FOR CLEARANCE - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Good afternoon Cabinet Secretary/PO

We have a query in from the Cumbernauld News regarding the planned NCT which
they say has been delayed.

| have liaised with Spads and policy colleagues and have a proposed response
which states the latest update.

Would be grateful for your views.
Kind regards

[Redacted]

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:
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“The National Treatment Centre programme is a huge investment in frontline
planned care infrastructure and over the next five years it will provide the single
biggest increase in planned care capacity ever created in the NHS.

“The NHS remains under pressure and is still facing its most difficult challenge ever
in its 74-year history. We know that the pandemic is not over and that COVID-19
and other pressures will continue to impact the NHS for some time.

“Four centres will open this year. NHS Fife and NHS Highland in Spring, and NHS
Forth Valley and NHS Golden Jubilee, which will specialise in orthopaedics,
including hip and knee surgery, later this year.

“The opening date of NTC Lanarkshire will be determined through the development
of the business case being progressed by NHS Lanarkshire. The NTC Programme
Board continue to work closely with NHS Lanarkshire to support them through each
of the business case stages and to enable an opening of the new centre at the
earliest opportunity.”

QUERY

FOI REQUESTS REVEAL PROMISED CUMBERNAULD TREATMENT CENTRE ALREADY TWO YEARS
BEHIND SCHEDULE

Central Scotland Labour MSP, Mark Griffin, has demanded assurances from NHS Lanarkshire and the
Scottish Government about the future of the National Elective Treatment Centre proposed for
Cumbernauld.

This treatment centre, which was announced by First Minister Nicola Sturgeon just three weeks
before the 2021 Scottish Parliamentary Election, was initially set to open in 2026.

Yet Labour’s Mark Griffin has uncovered correspondence from NHS Lanarkshire and Scottish
Government officials via Freedom of Information suggesting the project is already two years behind
schedule, with even spring 2028 seen as a ‘challenging’ date for patients to begin being seen.

Mr Griffin said: “SNP politicians were falling over themselves to promise this centre by 2026 in the
run up to an election but, as is often the case with this Government, they have dropped the ball on
delivery.

It has taken Freedom of Information requests to reveal this delay. It’s about time Ministers and
the Health Board came clean with Cumbernauld and set out when this vital centre will be
delivered.

| urge the Scottish Government and Health Board to explain why this project is already two years
behind schedule and provide assurances that there will be no further delays.”

Local health campaigner, Billy Lees, added: “Cumbernauld has lost a lot of health services due to
centralisation over the past 15 years, including our X-ray service and Out of Hours. A lot of people
were really pleased when this
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[Redacted]

Senior Media Manager - Communications Health and Social Care
Scottish Government

Tel: [Redacted]

[Redacted] @gov.scot

From: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) <Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 13:28

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>;
Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Mackintosh E (Emily)
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;|[Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;|[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Fine thanks.

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 13:08

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Stuart Nicolson <Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen
<Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Emily Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Thanks all
Spads — are you content with these revised lines?
[Redacted]

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Sent: 10 March 2023 12:57
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To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser)
<Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Hutchison D (David) (Special
Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>;
Mackintosh E (Emily) <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

[Redacted]

Highland at least have published their date of opening:

Balfour Beatty Is Building A World Class Treaatment Centre (ntchighland.org.uk)
[Redacted s.30 (b)(i)]

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 12:56

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Happy with proposed wording

Thanks

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 12:54

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser)
<Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Hutchison D (David) (Special
Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>;
Mackintosh E (Emily) <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Thanks

Have tweaked the final par about the business case too.
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Grateful for views on this line.

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“The National Treatment Centre programme is a huge investment in frontline
planned care infrastructure and over the next five years it will provide the single
biggest increase in planned care capacity ever created in the NHS.

“The NHS remains under pressure and is still facing its most difficult challenge ever
in its 74-year history. We know that the pandemic is not over and that COVID-19
and other pressures will continue to impact the NHS for some time.

“Four centres will open this year. NHS Fife and NHS Highland in Spring, and NHS
Forth Valley and NHS Golden Jubilee, which will specialise in orthopaedics,
including hip and knee surgery, later this year.

“The opening date of NTC Lanarkshire will be determined through the development
of the business case being progressed by NHS Lanarkshire. The NTC Programme
Board continue to work closely with NHS Lanarkshire to support them through each
of the business case stages and to enable an opening of the new centre at the
earliest opportunity.”

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 12:42

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser)
<Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Hutchison D (David) (Special
Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>;
Mackintosh E (Emily) <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Thanks all

If these dates have not been published then | don'’t think they should be used in a
response to the Cumbernauld News.

But perhaps we can say something like.
“Four centres will open this year. NHS Fife and NHS Highland in Spring, and NHS

Forth Valley and NHS Golden Jubilee, which will specialise in orthopaedics,
including hip and knee surgery, later this year.



Official Sensitive

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 12:39

To: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) <Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser)
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Mackintosh E
(Emily) <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

| am just confirming opening dates for Fife and Highland, but | think they should be opening next
month, just let me confirm that fact.

[Redacted s.30 (b)(i)]
[Redacted s.30 (b)(i)]

Will get back to you shortly with confirmation of the opening dates.

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 12:29

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser)
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) <Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>;
Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Mackintosh E (Emily)
<Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

[Redacted]

The opening date of NTC Lanarkshire will be determined through the development of
the business case being progressed by NHS Lanarkshire. We (NTC Programme
Board) continue to work closely with NHS Lanarkshire to support them through each
of the business case stages and to enable an opening of the new centre at the
earliest opportunity.
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[Redacted s.30 (b)(i)]
[Redacted s.30 (b)(i)]
[Redacted s.30 (b)(i)]
[Redacted s.30 (b)(i)]

Thanks

[Redacted]
NTC Programme SRO

From: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) <Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 12:27

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; Hutchison D (David)
(Special Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>;
Mackintosh E (Emily) <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

I'd already gone back on this, but grateful if Isabella’s point can be picked up before
lines are progressed — also, are we able to push back at all on the delay claim re
Cumbernauld?

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 12:11

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; David Hutchison <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Stuart
Nicolson <Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>; Ross Ingebrigtsen <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Emily
Mackintosh <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; J [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News
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Copying in [Redacted] who leads in the capital infrastructure, but one thing to note is that
the opening dates for the four centres is this year, and perhaps we might be able to be
clearer on that with some dates now confirmed? [Redacted] would be able to comment on
that.

[Redacted] - Head of Capacity Building and Recruitment Strategy
Health Workforce Directorate
Scottish Government | GR St Andrew’s House | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | Tel [Redacted] | Mob [Redacted]

P« |gov.scot

From: Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special Adviser) <Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 12:09

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser)
<David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>; Mackintosh E
(Emily) <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]
@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]
@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Ok, thanks.

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 12:00

To: Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; Nicolson S (Stuart) (Special
Adviser) <Stuart.Nicolson@gov.scot>; Ingebrigtsen R (Ross) <Ross.Ingebrigtsen@gov.scot>;
Mackintosh E (Emily) <Emily.Mackintosh@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]
@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]
@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: SPAD VIEW - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Good afternoon Spads

We have a query in from the Cumbernauld News regarding the planned NCT which
they say has been delayed.

| have liaised with policy colleagues and have a proposed response which states the
latest update.
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Would be grateful for your views.

Kind regards

[Redacted]

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“The National Treatment Centre programme is a huge investment in frontline
planned care infrastructure and over the next five years it will provide the single
biggest increase in planned care capacity ever created in the NHS.

“The NHS remains under pressure and is still facing its most difficult challenge ever
in its 74-year history. We know that the pandemic is not over and that COVID-19
and other pressures will continue to impact the NHS for some time.

“Four centres will open in the next year in NHS Fife, NHS Highland, NHS Forth
Valley and NHS Golden Jubilee specialising in orthopaedics, including hip and
knee surgery.

“The strategic assessment for NHS Lanarkshire’s NTC was submitted to the Scottish
Government Capital Investment Group in November 2022. NHS Lanarkshire have
been asked to move to the next stage in the planning process and develop an initial
agreement for the new facility, which is now underway. Timescales therefore will be
defined as part of the ongoing business case development.”

UERY

FOI REQUESTS REVEAL PROMISED CUMBERNAULD TREATMENT CENTRE ALREADY TWO YEARS
BEHIND SCHEDULE

Central Scotland Labour MSP, Mark Griffin, has demanded assurances from NHS Lanarkshire and the
Scottish Government about the future of the National Elective Treatment Centre proposed for
Cumbernauld.

This treatment centre, which was announced by First Minister Nicola Sturgeon just three weeks
before the 2021 Scottish Parliamentary Election, was initially set to open in 2026.

Yet Labour’s Mark Griffin has uncovered correspondence from NHS Lanarkshire and Scottish
Government officials via Freedom of Information suggesting the project is already two years behind
schedule, with even spring 2028 seen as a ‘challenging’ date for patients to begin being seen.

Mr Griffin said: “SNP politicians were falling over themselves to promise this centre by 2026 in the
run up to an election but, as is often the case with this Government, they have dropped the ball on
delivery.

It has taken Freedom of Information requests to reveal this delay. It's about time Ministers and
the Health Board came clean with Cumbernauld and set out when this vital centre will be
delivered.
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| urge the Scottish Government and Health Board to explain why this project is already two years
behind schedule and provide assurances that there will be no further delays.”

Local health campaigner, Billy Lees, added: “Cumbernauld has lost a lot of health services due to
centralisation over the past 15 years, including our X-ray service and Out of Hours. A lot of people
were really pleased when this

[Redacted]

Senior Media Manager - Communications Health and Social Care
Scottish Government

Tel: [Redacted]

[Redacted] @gov.scot

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 11:57

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]
@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]
@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Subject: RE: MEDIA QUERY - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Thanks [Redacted]
Will send this to Spads now.

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“The National Treatment Centre programme is a huge investment in frontline
planned care infrastructure and over the next five years it will provide the single
biggest increase in planned care capacity ever created in the NHS.

“The NHS remains under pressure and is still facing its most difficult challenge ever
in its 74-year history. We know that the pandemic is not over and that COVID-19
and other pressures will continue to impact the NHS for some time.

“Four centres will open in the next year in NHS Fife, NHS Highland, NHS Forth
Valley and NHS Golden Jubilee specialising in orthopaedics, including hip and
knee surgery.

“The strategic assessment for NHS Lanarkshire’s NTC was submitted to the Scottish
Government Capital Investment Group in November 2022. NHS Lanarkshire have
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been asked to move to the next stage in the planning process and develop an initial
agreement for the new facility, which is now underway. Timescales therefore will be
defined as part of the ongoing business case development.”

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 11:54

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]
@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted] @gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Subject: RE: MEDIA QUERY - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Hi [Redacted],
This is the latest position below. I'd remove the section in yellow and add in the below.

The strategic assessment for NHS Lanarkshire’s National Treatment Centre was
submitted to the Scottish Government Capital Investment Group in November 2022.
NHS Lanarkshire have been asked to move to the next stage in the planning process
and develop an initial agreement for the new facility, which is now underway.
Timescales therefore will be defined as part of the ongoing business case
development.

Thanks
[Redacted]

[Redacted]
Head of Planned Care Policy
Mobile: [Redacted]

Please note: [ work Monday (am) and Tuesday -Thursday (all day)

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 11:41

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>;
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot>;
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[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject: MEDIA QUERY - NCT Lanarkshire - Cumbernauld News

Good morning colleagues

We have a query in from the Cumbernauld News regarding the planned NCT which
they say has been delayed.

Would be grateful for the latest position on the plans and assistance with any media
lines.

| have made a suggestion below as a starter.
Kind regards

[Redacted]

A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“The NTC programme is a huge investment in frontline planned care infrastructure
and over the next five years it will provide the single biggest increase in planned
care capacity ever created in the NHS.

“The NHS remains under pressure and is still facing its most difficult challenge ever
in its 74-year history. We know that the pandemic is not over and that COVID-19
and other pressures will continue to impact the NHS for some time.

“Four centres will open in the next year in NHS Fife, NHS Highland, NHS Forth
Valley and NHS Golden Jubilee specialising in orthopaedics, including hip and
knee surgery and we are working to open further centres, including in NHS

UERY

FOI REQUESTS REVEAL PROMISED CUMBERNAULD TREATMENT CENTRE ALREADY TWO YEARS
BEHIND SCHEDULE

Central Scotland Labour MSP, Mark Griffin, has demanded assurances from NHS Lanarkshire and the
Scottish Government about the future of the National Elective Treatment Centre proposed for
Cumbernauld.
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This treatment centre, which was announced by First Minister Nicola Sturgeon just three weeks
before the 2021 Scottish Parliamentary Election, was initially set to open in 2026.

Yet Labour’s Mark Griffin has uncovered correspondence from NHS Lanarkshire and Scottish
Government officials via Freedom of Information suggesting the project is already two years behind
schedule, with even spring 2028 seen as a ‘challenging’ date for patients to begin being seen.

Mr Griffin said: “SNP politicians were falling over themselves to promise this centre by 2026 in the
run up to an election but, as is often the case with this Government, they have dropped the ball on
delivery.

It has taken Freedom of Information requests to reveal this delay. It’s about time Ministers and
the Health Board came clean with Cumbernauld and set out when this vital centre will be
delivered.

| urge the Scottish Government and Health Board to explain why this project is already two years
behind schedule and provide assurances that there will be no further delays.”

Local health campaigner, Billy Lees, added: “Cumbernauld has lost a lot of health services due to
centralisation over the past 15 years, including our X-ray service and Out of Hours. A lot of people
were really pleased when this

[Redacted]

Senior Media Manager - Communications Health and Social Care
Scottish Government

Tel: [Redacted]

[Redacted] @gov.scot

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 11:01

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot> [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>
Subject:RE: Query for Health press team

Lovely thanks

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Sent: 10 March 2023 10:59

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Cc: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted] @gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Query for Health press team

No problem

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot <mailto: [Redacted]@gov.scot> >

Sent: 10 March 2023 10:55

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]l@gov.scot <mailto: [Redacted] @gov.scot> >

Cc: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot <mailto: [Redacted]@gov.scot> >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]gov.scot <mailto: [Redacted] @gov.scot> >
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Subject: RE: Query for Health press team

Hi [Redacted]

Are you ok to take this one please? Will add to grid
Many thanks

[Redacted]

From: [Redacted]

Sent: 10 March 2023 10:52

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot; [Redacted] <[Redacted].gov.scot>
Cc: Communications Health & Social Care

Subject:RE: Query for Health press team

Thank you [Redacted] — will allocate

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot <mailto: [Redacted]@gov.scot> >

Sent: 10 March 2023 10:51

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot <mailto: [Redacted]@gov.scot> >; [Redacted]
<[Redacted]@gov.scot <mailto: [Redacted]@gov.scot> >

Cc: Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot
<mailto:CommunicationsHealthandSocialCare@gov.scot> >

Subject: FW: Query for Health press team

Morning!

We just got this one through there as well.

Thanks,

[Redacted]

[Redacted] (he/him) | Media Manager (Education & Skills)

Email: <[Redacted]@gov.scot <mailto: <[Redacted]@gov.scot>

Mobile: [Redacted]

St. Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG

From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@nationalworld.com <mailto: <[Redacted]@nationalworld.com> >
Sent: 10 March 2023 10:49

To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot <mailto: <[Redacted]@gov.scot> >

Subject: Query for Health press team

Thanks for your time on the phone [Redacted] and for passing this on
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Best wishes
[Redacted]

FOI REQUESTS REVEAL PROMISED CUMBERNAULD TREATMENT CENTRE ALREADY TWO YEARS
BEHIND SCHEDULE

Central Scotland Labour MSP, Mark Griffin, has demanded assurances from NHS Lanarkshire and the
Scottish Government about the future of the National Elective Treatment Centre proposed for
Cumbernauld.

This treatment centre, which was announced by First Minister Nicola Sturgeon just three weeks
before the 2021 Scottish Parliamentary Election, was initially set to open in 2026.

Yet Labour’s Mark Griffin has uncovered correspondence from NHS Lanarkshire and Scottish
Government officials via Freedom of Information suggesting the project is already two years behind
schedule, with even spring 2028 seen as a ‘challenging’ date for patients to begin being seen.

Mr Griffin said: “SNP politicians were falling over themselves to promise this centre by 2026 in the
run up to an election but, as is often the case with this Government, they have dropped the ball on
delivery.

It has taken Freedom of Information requests to reveal this delay. It’s about time Ministers and the
Health Board came clean with Cumbernauld and set out when this vital centre will be delivered.

| urge the Scottish Government and Health Board to explain why this project is already two years
behind schedule and provide assurances that there will be no further delays.”

Local health campaigner, Billy Lees, added: “Cumbernauld has lost a lot of health services due to
centralisation over the past 15 years, including our X-ray service and Out of Hours. A lot of people
were really pleased when this new treatment centre was announced two years ago, so it’s really
disappointing that it’s already two years behind schedule and that it will only offer a very limited
number of procedures.”

[Redacted]
Multimedia Reporter
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