From: Elliot Jackson <Elliot.Jackson@chs.gov.scot>

Sent: Thursday, May 25, 2023 10:18 AM

To: Minister for Children, Young People & Keeping the Promise <MinisterCYPKP@gov.scot>
Subject: RE: Hearings System Working Group

Excellent. Thank you, Ms Don.

Kind regards,

Elliot
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[redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for Children, Young People & Keeping the Promise

Sent: 25 May 2023 10:07

To: Jackson E (Elliot) <Elliot.Jackson@chs.gov.scot>

Cc: Minister for Children, Young People & Keeping the Promise <MinisterCYPKP@gov.scot>
Subject: Hearings System Working Group

Dear Elliot
Please find attached a letter from

Thanks
[redacted]

Ms Don.

[redacted] |[redacted] | Minister for Children, Young People & Keeping the Promise

Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See

www.lobbying.scot
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From: [redacted] On Behalf Of Minister for Children, Young People & Keeping the Promise
Sent: Thursday, May 25, 2023 10:07 AM

To: Elliot Jackson <Elliot.Jackson@chs.gov.scot>

Cc: Minister for Children, Young People & Keeping the Promise <MinisterCYPKP@gov.scot>
Subject: Hearings System Working Group

Dear Elliot
Please find attached a letter from Ms Don.

Thanks
[redacted]

[redacted] |[redacted] | Minister for Children, Young People & Keeping the Promise
Scottish Ministers, Special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot
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Minister for Children, Young People and Keeping the W Scottish Government

Promise - Riaghaltas na h-Alba
Natalie Don MSP

Elliot Jackson

Chief Executive/National Convener
Children’s Hearings Scotland
Thistle House

Edinburgh

EH12 5HE

Cc Katharina Kasper

Dear Elliot

Scotland’s unique approach to children’s welfare and justice would not be possible without
the thousands of people who give up so much time, dedication and energy to support the
hearings system. Whether serving as panel members or in area support team roles across
the country, the volunteer community’s efforts are central to improving countless children’s
lives.

As you know, the recommendations of the Hearings System Working Group chaired by
Sheriff Mackie are being published today. They are the culmination of many hours of careful
deliberation, and | would like to thank CHS staff and the CHS community for their
involvement and contribution to that process.

Given the work that has gone into the report, it is important now that we receive it with the
same care and attention. The government response needs to be informed by all the key
system actors and the relevant affected interests, including CHS. In that way we can make
sure that the government response is suitably robust and evidence-led.

| know it will not have been easy for the volunteer cohort to maintain their commitment to the
system during the challenges of the last few years. We are now entering a critical new
period for the hearings system — one that contains the potential for really exciting
improvements, but will doubtless also bring some uncertainty. | offer my assurance that the
Scottish Government will continue to work together with CHS, and others, to ensure that the
system continues to deliver for children across Scotland, even as we prepare for future
reforms.
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Please do let me know if | can assist you in any way in offering my support for the volunteer
community.

| look forward to working with you over the coming months.

Yours sincerely,

NATALIE DON
Minister for Children, Young People and Keeping The Promise
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