
 
From[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 17 January 2023 17:09 
To: Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; Communications Health & Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealth&SocialCare@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Lines to clear: Scottish Conservatives release - waits for diagnostic tests - PA 
 

PS/Cabinet Secretary 
 
Apologies for the delay in responding to this. 
 
We have confirmed that the majority of territorial Health Boards received this FOI 
which was sent to Health Boards in November 2022, requesting the following: 
 
What is the longest recorded waiting time for the following in your health board? 
Please 
provide for each calendar year since 2017, but also 2022 to date. 
1. upper endoscopy 
2. lower endoscopy (excl. colonoscopy) 
3. colonoscopy 
4. cystoscopy 
5. CT scan 
6. MRI scan 
7. barium studies 
8. non-obstetric ultrasound 
 
The request is for the longest wait by procedural type, by board and by year from 
2017. This means the information is related to a specific individual’s length of wait 
and not to a volume of patients waiting. This presents an issue as patient pathways 
and lengths of wait can be altered due to things like patient choice and clinical 
issues. In addition, we have confirmed with NHS Grampian that the data they 
provided included planned/repeat patients whose scans are scheduled at pre-
determined intervals for surveillance or monitoring purposes. 
 
NHS Grampian have prepared a statement, which they intend to issue on social 
media tomorrow: 
 

We are aware of widespread reports stating patients in NHS Grampian are 
waiting up to five years for diagnostic scans – these claims are incorrect.   

In the last 12 months we have provided almost 4,500 diagnostic CT scans 
and more than 2,600 MRI scans.  



More than 60% of these scans take place within 12 weeks, more than 87% 
within 26 and almost 99% by 39 weeks.   

NHS Grampian was asked in a Freedom of Information (FOI) request for the 
longest waiting times for a variety of procedures.  

We provided this information as required. The FOI request did not specify it 
only required waits for diagnostic testing.   

As a result wait times for pre-planned and scheduled scans were included in 
the response.  

However, the FOI the recipient has misinterpreted the data, stating it relates 
solely to diagnostic testing.   

The long waits reported for CT and MRI scans relate to patients who have 
planned care – i.e. a recovered cancer patient or neurological patient may 
require scheduled future scans to monitor their condition, which could be pre-
planned by up to five years. These are not “diagnostic scans” as reported by 
many outlets.  

The Board have also advised that they are currently reviewing the clearance process 
for FOI replies to include clinical oversight before responses are issued.  

We have contacted NHS Tayside and GGC, who were also mentioned in the press 
release, but they have not yet provided further details. 

Sue Webber MSP has tabled a PQ for FMQs this week -  To ask the First Minister 
what progress the Scottish Government has made in clearing the reported backlog of 
people waiting for key diagnostic tests – and we anticipate that this story will be 
covered in the supplementaries. A background brief is currently being drafted and we 
will send a copy of this for the Cabinet Secretary’s awareness as soon as possible. 
 
Please let me know if there’s anything else I can help with. 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] | Deputy Team Leader - Planned Care Policy & Performance | Directorate for Chief 
Operating Officer 
Ext. [Redacted] |St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | she/her 

 
 
From: [Redacted]  
Sent: 16 January 2023 09:55 
To: Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot> 



Cc: First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; Communications Health & Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealth&SocialCare@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Lines to clear: Scottish Conservatives release - waits for diagnostic tests - PA 
 

Hi [Redacted], 
 
This FOI will have gone to boards individually as we don’t hold data on this centrally. 
We have contacted them for details and asked them to respond as quickly as 
possible, however it is unlikely we will have responses back in time for the 10:15 
deadline, with the exception of Grampian who [Redacted] has already spoken to 
about radiology waits. Apologies for any inconvenience this causes. 
 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] | Deputy Team Leader - Planned Care Policy & Performance | Directorate for Chief 
Operating Officer 
Ext. [Redacted] |St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG | she/her 

 
From: Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 January 2023 09:39 
To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care 
<CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; Communications Health & Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealth&SocialCare@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Lines to clear: Scottish Conservatives release - waits for diagnostic tests - PA 
 

They’ll be unadjusted management info from the board, released under FOI. 
 
From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>  
Sent: 16 January 2023 09:35 
To: Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <Julia.McAteer@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Hutchison D (David) (Special Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs 
<FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; Communications Health & Social Care 
<CommunicationsHealth&SocialCare@gov.scot>; DG Health & Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: RE: Lines to clear: Scottish Conservatives release - waits for diagnostic tests - PA 
 

Hi all 
I do not recognise these figures and have spoken to the Board who will review where 
the data came from and respond to me by 10am. 



 
Best wishes 
[Redacted] 
 
From: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot> On Behalf Of Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care 
Sent: 16 January 2023 09:08 
To: [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] 
<[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; 
[Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot>; [Redacted] <[Redacted]@gov.scot> 
Cc: Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care <CabSecHSC@gov.scot>; Hutchison D (David) 
(Special Adviser) <David.Hutchison@gov.scot>; First Minister FMQs <FirstMinisterFMQs@gov.scot>; 
Communications Health & Social Care <CommunicationsHealth&SocialCare@gov.scot>; DG Health & 
Social Care <DGHSC@gov.scot> 
Subject: FW: Lines to clear: Scottish Conservatives release - waits for diagnostic tests - PA 
 

Morning all, 
 
Following the below, grateful for further detail on what was released in the FOI 
response, and the facts/individual circumstances behind these cases. 
 
Grateful for this info by 1015 and confirmation this has been picked up. 
 
Thanks, 
[Redacted] 
 
[Redacted] 
Private Secretary to the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care – Humza Yousaf 
The Scottish Government 
 
St Andrew’s House | Regent Road | Edinburgh | EH1 3DG 
[Redacted] 

 

 
All e-mails and attachments sent by a Ministerial Private Office to any other official on behalf of a Minister relating to a decision, 
request or comment made by a Minister, or a note of a Ministerial meeting, must be filed appropriately by the recipient.  Private  
Offices do not keep official records of such e-mails or attachments.  

 


